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>, Toall the Ignorant, Carnal, and Ungodly,” 
Dy who are Lovers of Pleaſures more thaiz? 
God, and'ſeek this World more than. the 
Life Everlaſting, and live after. the Flelly 
and not after the Spirit, Theſe Calls an 
Counſels are directed in hope of the 
Converſion to God,and of their Salvationz 8 


i. 
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He that hath an Ear to hear,. let him hear. 


Miſerable Soul ! i 
Here is that Life and Light, and Love, i#= 
every trne Believer , bat eſpecially iu evern'® 
Faichful Miniſter of Chrift, which engageth. 3 
them to long and labour for your , Saluation 
Life is communicative and ative, It mabith. us ſenfibls © 
that Faith is not a Fantaſie, nor true Religion a Stage- 
play, nor our hapes of our Eter2al Happiniſs a Dream. And 
as we dgfire nothing more for our ſelves, than to have 
more of the Holy Liſe which we have.alas in ſa ſmall a mea» 
ſure ;, ſo what isit that we (mould more deſire for others? 
With the eye of an infallible (tho'tco weab) Faith we fee 
the Heaven which you neglett, and the b/e(fed Gouls in glo- 
ry with Chrijt-, whoſe Companions you might by for ear: 
We ſee the multitude of Souls in Hel, who-came thither 
by the ſame way that you are going in, Win ave (hut out 
of the glorioy s priſence of G14, and ar: naw among thiſe Mi 
Devils that 2eceived them, remembring that thiy bid theiv © 
goa things here, Luke. 16. 25, And how thuy ſpent, the. Þ 
Day of their Viſitation, and bow light they once ſit by Goh, - 1 
by Chrift, by Heaven, by Mercy, whilt Mercy was an tav= 
#ejt Soitcitom, firy their Hearts: And with our Bodity-- * 
Eyes wt jte at the ſame timr, abiadance of poor. finntrs 
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| An Epiſtlegto the 
living about us, as if there were no-God, no Chriſt , #o 
* Hltauen, no Hull, no judgment, no, nor no death to_ be ex+ 
peted ; as if a Man were but maſter beaft to'rult the 
reſt, and feed upon them, and periſh with them. and if it 
were your own caſe, to ſee what Souls doign . Heaven and 
Hell, and at once to ſee bow 1nbelievingly , cateleſly and 
ſenſeleſly moſi men live on Earth, as if there were no (uch 
ference in axother World : would it not ſeem a pitiful 

+ Aigbt-to you? If you bad once ſem the Five Brethren of 
- Dives on Earth, eating, drinking, laughing , and merry, 
aoathid and fairing daily with the befl, and at the ſame 
time ſeen their Brothers Soul in Hell, begging in vain jay 
alittle taſt, and wiſhing in vain that one from the dead 
might go warn bis Brethren , that they come not to the 
place of Torment, would it not ſeem to you a pitifal fight ? 
Would not pity have made you think, { Is there no way 
to open theſe Gentlemens eyes? No way to ac- 
quaint them what 4s become of their Brother, .and 
where Lazarus is, and whether they themſelves are 
going ? No one driveth or forceth them to Hell, and 
will they go thither of themſelves? And is there no 
way to ſtop them ar keep them back? ] Did you but 
Jee your ſelves what we ſee by Faith (believing God) and 
af once beheld the Saints in Heaven, the loſt diſpairing 
Souls in Hell, and the ſerſtl ifs ſenſual ſinners on earth, that 
yet will lay none of this to beart, ſure it would make you 
wonder at the (lupidity of Mankind. Would you nat ſay, 
O what aDectver is the Devil, that can thus lead on ſouls 
to their own damnation? O what a cheater is this tranſs- 
tory World that can make men (@ forget the World 
where they muſt tive for ever ' O what an Enemy is this 
fit, that thus draweth down mens Souls from God" 0 
what a beſatting thing is fin that turneth a reaſonable 
ſoul into worſe than a beaſt | what a Bedlam u this wicked 
world, when thoaſands are ſo bifily labouring to undo tbem- 
ſetves and others; and gratifying the Devil, againit the 
God end Saviour who wanld give them everlaſting bleſſed 
iſe And 
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Unconverted Reader: 

And as we bave ſuch a fight as this by Faith to mabe. 
xs pity you, ſo have we ſo much tafitof the goodneſs of 
God, the (r7eerneſs of bis ways and the happineſs of be- 
Hevers, as muſt needs make us wiſh that you had but once 
tried tht ſame delights wyich would turn the pleaſures of 
fon into drtefiation, God broweth that we deſire nothing * 
more for our ſelves than the perfeFion and Eternity of- 
thu Holineſs azd Happineſs which we believe and 
taſte. Ad (bould we not deſire the ſame ſor you ? 

And biirts thus moved with neceſſary pity we asþ of 
God'what ht would” bave us to ds for yaar Salvation. And 
he bath toid us in Stripture that the preaching of bis Goſ- 
pel, to acquaint you plainly with the trath, and earneit- 
ly and frequently intreat you to turn from "the flib and 
world to God by Fiſus Chrift, is the mians with which 
bis grace is ready to concur for your Salvation ; un ben ob-- 
flinate refiflance cauſeth the Holy Syirit to forſabe the fin- 
per, and leave bim'to himſelf, to follow bis vwn Counſels, 
Laſts and Witls. 

In this hope wt undertook the Sacred Miniftry, and gave 
vp our ſelves to this great and moſfi important work. In 
the great ſenſe of our unworthineſs, but yet in the ſonſe of 
your-Souls neceſſity, we were not ſuch Fools at our fir 
ſetting cut , as not to bnow it-m 1ſt bt a-life of labour , ſtlf- 
denyal and patience, and the Devil would do bis wayſt to 
| binder us, a1d that aT ſorts'of his inſtruments would be 
ready to ſerve him againſt 0ur Labous, and againſt your” 
Souls, Chrift ouy Caprain ſaved by Patienc Con- 

eſt, end ſo muſt we ſeve our ſelves and you: A4ad 
Ly muſt you ſave your ſelves under Chriſt, if ever 928 
be ſaved. It was no ſtrange thing to Paul that bozyds and” 
aFlittions did rvery where abide him, nor” did be account 
by life dear that © be might ' fini'h bis courſe with joy and: 
the Miniſtry committtd to bim' by the Lord, Acts 20, 
23, 24. It was no ſtrange thing to bim to be forbidden 
ro preach to the Genriles rhat they might be faved,' 
by ſuch as were falling up' the meaſure of their ſins, 
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An Epiſtle to the* 
and were under Gods uttermoſt wrath on earth , 1 Theſ: 
'-I5, 16, Devils and Phariſees and moſt where they cate » 
both bigh and law, wire againſt the Apofles preaching of 
the Goſpel, and yet they would not ſacniltgiouſly. and crur 
| ety breab their Covenant with Chrift, and perfidiouſly de- 
Jert the Souls of "Men, even as their Lord for the love of 
Souls, did call Peter Satan, that would bave tempted 
* bim to oy his life and fleſh, inſlead of making it a (a- 
erifice jor our firs, Mat, 15. 33. , | 
; What think you [hould mave us to undertake a calling ſo 
- Contvary to our flebly caſe and intereſts? Do we not know 
the way of Eaſt and Honour 3 of Wealth and Pleaſurts as 
well as others? And have we not fleh as well as others? 
Cond we not be content that the Cup of reproach , and 
fern, and ſlinder, and povirty, and labmys might paſs 
from us , if it were not for the will of God and your Sal- 
vation? Why ſhould we love to be the loweſt ard trodden 
down by malignant Pride, and counted as tbe-filth of the 
World, and the Off ſcouring of all things, and . repreſented 
to Rulers whom we honour, as Schiſmati:ks, diſobtdient , 
; Furbulent, unruly, by every Church uſurpr, whom we refuſe 
tomabe a God of ; Why give you not aver this preacuing of 
the Goſpsl, at the will of Satan, that is ſor the everiaſt- 
ing ſuffering of your Souls, unde the pretence of m4- 
Hing us ſuffer ?. Is not all this that you may be converted 
end ſaved? If wt be herein beſides or ſelves, it is for 
you. Conld the words of the ign0fant or proud, bave Der- 
fwaded us that either your wants and dangirs art ſo Wt- 
© confiderable, or jour other ſupplies and helps ſufficient, that 
& our labours bad been unneceſſary to you, God &noweth we 
ſhould bivereadily obty:d the filencing ſorts. of Paſtors, 
- and have betaken us to ſome other Land where our ſuruice 
* bad been more neceſſary. | Lit ſhame be the bypocrites re- 
| ward, who taketh nat the ſaving of ſou's, and the piteſ- 
| Ing of God, for a ſufficient reward, without Eccleſtaſiical 
* Digniuies, Preferments, or Woridly wealth. 
& TI bavetold you bur motives; I have told jou our dſt 
SH neſs 
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neſs and the terms of or undertating. It is God and yow- © 
ſinners , that next mui tell us what our entertainment 
and ſucceſs ſhall be, ' Shall it flilt be negleft, and un-- 
thanbful contempt; and turning away your tar and beart, 
and ſaying, we have ſomewhat elſe to mind? . Will you ſtill 
be cheated by this deceiving world ? And ſpend all your 
days in pamptting your guts, and providing for your fleh 
that* muſt lie rotting very ſhortly in a grave ? Were you 
made for no better work than this? . May not we bring - 
you to ſome ſobor thoughts of your condition , nor ons hour 
ſeriouſly to think whither you ave going ? What ! nat one 
awakened lo1k into the world whire you muſt be for ever ? 
Nor one heart-raiſing thiught of the everlaſting gigny ? 
Not 0%? hiart-piercing thought of all yow Savieurs love, 
207 one tear for all your fenjui lives? O God forbid. Lit 
not our lahour be ſo diſpiſjed. Let not your God, your $a- 
viour, and your Souls be ſet ſo lightly, O let there be no © 
prophane perſon among you like Elau, who tor one moric 
fold his birth-right. 

Poor fianers ! We talk not toyou as 0n aſizge in tu{lo- 
mary words, and becauſe that talking thus was our trade. 
We ave in as good "earnefh with you as if we ſaw you all 
murdering your ſelves, and we ave perſwading you to ſaue 
your lives. Can any man be in jul with you who belitu- 
&h God? VVhuby faith ſoreſeeth whither you art poiegs 
and what you loſt , and where the game »«f ſin will endt- 
It is little better to jest with you now in Pulſit or in pris 
vate, than' to ftand jeſling over your departing ſouls, when” 
at death you art breathing out your laf, 

Alas, with [hame and- grief we do confeſs that we ne + 
wer ſpexl to you of thiſe things as their truth and weight © 
deſerve, nor with the sbill and wiſdom, the aff eflion and 
fervecy which -beſeem+th' men engaging in the ſaving of 
pocy ſouls. But yet you may perceive that we are in good 
1 ſadneſs with you- ( For God ws ſo.) VVhat uſe do we udy 

for, labour for, ſuffer for, live for ? VVhy elſe da we. (q 
much trouv&:0ut .jelves, «and trouble you with all this ado; 
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An Epiſtle to the 
and anger thim that would bave bad ws filent ? For my 


own part, I will make my free ___ to you to my 
ſhame: Trat I ntver grew cod and dull , and fitileſs to 


my own (unleſs when weabniſs or ſpeculative (iudits cool 
* the, which I muſt confeſs thiy often do.) We never ceaſe pi- 
* tying you till we are growing too like you'y\ and [o bave 
* need of pity our ſelves. 

When, through the Mercy of my Lord, the projpett of the 
; World of Souls which I am going to, bath any powerful 
| optr ation on my ſtly, O then I could ſpend and be ſpent 
| for others, No words art too earneſt, #0 labour tov great, 


: poſers of the preaching of Chrifts Goſpel are nothing to me. 
But when the World of Spirits diſappear, or my Soul is 
* clendid, and veceiveth not the vital illaminating infla- 
ences of Heaven, 1 grow cold, firſt ro my (elf, and then 
to orhers, 

Comet then poor Sinners, aud hip us who art willing at 
_ any ratt to be your helpers. As wt firft crave Gods belp, 
jo we next crave yours. He'p us, for we cannot ſave you 
againit your Wills, nor ſave you without. par conſent and 
help. God bimſ+lf will net ſave you without you, and 


do his wart to hinder us, and ſo will all bis Miniflers by 
what names or titles ſorver dignified -0r- diflinguilhed, 
' But allthis is nothing, if you will but take our parts your 
ſetves, 1 mean if you will take Chrifts part , and your 
- own, aud will not be againft your ſelves, Men and De- 
- wils cannot tither help or binder us #n ſaving you as you 
* may do your ſelves. If God and you be for us , who 
ſhall bt again#i us ? 

And will you help.-us'? give over ſlriving againft 
> God, and Conſcience, give our figbting againii Chrift and 


like 


the ſouls of others, till I firſt grow too cold and: careleſs of 


#0 cyl. too dear, the jrowns aud wrath of malignant op- © 


bow (bould we know that thi Devil is again} us, and will * 


b: bis Spirit: Take part no more with the world and the- 
* fleb which in your Baptiſm you renounced. Set your hearts 
” b the meſſage which we bring you. Allow it your man- 
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Utonverted Reader. 
Ike ſober thoughts, ſearch the Scriptures, and ſee whe-" | 
ther the things which we ſpeak b! ſo or no. We: offer you 
nothing but what we bave reſolvedly choſen our ſelves, and” 
that after the m1ſt ſefious deliberation that wt can make." * 
We have many a time looked round about us, to know | 
what is the happineſs of man: . And bad we found better 
for our ſelves, we bad offered bitter to you. If: the” 
world would have ſerved our turns, it ſhoald bave ſerved 
yours alſo, and wt would not have troubled you with the 
ralb of another World, but it will not ; I am ſave it will 
not ftrve your turns, to make you bappy, nor ſhall you long* 
make that ſorry ſtlſedectiving (hiſt with it as now you do.” 

But if you will not-chink of theſe things, if you will not 
aſe the reaſon of men, alas what can we do to ſafe your- 
ſouls? O pity them Lord, "#hat they may pity themſelves.,- | 
Have mercy on them, that they may bave ſome more mercy 
on themſelves, Help thim that they may balp themſulves . 
and us. Ij you ſtill refuſe, will not your loſs be more than 
ours ? If we loſe ou labour (which to our ſelves we ſhall 
nat) if we loſe our bopes of your Salvation, what is "this: 
to your ever lafling loſs of Salvation it ſelf? And what" 
is our ſufferings for your ſakes, in compariſon of your- end="- 
tels ſufferings ? 

But O, this is it that breabeth our hearts, that "wes" 
legue you under more guilt than we ſound you 3 and when 
we haze laid out life and labour to ſave you, the impini-" 
rent ſouls muſt bave their pains increaſed, jor the refuſe 
of thiſe Calls, And that it will be part of your Hell ta' 
think for ever bow madly you refuſed our | Counſel; and 
what pains and coſt and patience were uſed to baue ſaved * 
you, and all in vain. It will beſo, It muſt nuds be ſo: © 
Chriſt ſaith, it ſhall be eafier for Sodom and Go- 
morrah-in the day of Judgment, than for the rejefters © / 
of bis Goſpel calls, The nature of the thing, and d 6 na-"-- 
ture of Juſtice certainly tell you that it 'muſt be ſo. | 

O turn not our complaints to God againſt you: Tirn us © 
not from beſteching you to be- reconciled to God, to tell © 
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| bits youwillnot be reconciled, Force us not to ſay, that 
* we earnefily invited you to the Heavenly Feaft, and you 
would not come. Force us not to bear this VVitniſs a- 
| gainft you, Lord, we could have born all our labour 
and ſufferings for them, much. eafilier, if they 
would bur have yielded to- thy grace; But ic was 
they themſelves thar broke our hearts, thar loſt our 
” labour, thar made us preach and jntreat invain : It 
was eaſier to preach without maincenance than with- 
our ſucceſs... It was they that were worſe to us than 
all the Perſecutors in the World. How oft would 
we have gathered them , but.ghey would nor, but 
axe ungachered ſtill 2 How many Holy, Faithful Mini- 

fters bave F known theſe eleven years laft pat, who bave 
 livedin pining poverty and want, and hardly by Charity 
" got Bruad and Cloathing, and yt if they could but have 
#uly ſaid | Lord the: Sermons, which I preach -pri- 
wately, and in danger, have won many Souls to 


- bell thee ſenſeleſs and impenitent ſmners, thou that denied} 
God thy beart, and thou that deniedit them thy Convere 
fion, which was the end of all thtir labours, bait dtait 
much more cruclly with them, thas they that denied the 
Levites Bread. 

Poor-Sinners I bnow bhat 1 ann ſpeaking all this to 

' thoſ? that are dead in fin, but it is a Death confiſting 

wih. 2 Natural Lite, which hath a Capacity of Spirt- 

tual Life: Qr elſe] would no more ſpeak to you, than to 

& ſtone. And I know that you are blind in. fin : But 

© # is @ blindneſs conſiſting: with: a reaſonable ſaculty 

which is capable of ſpiritual Hlumination : Or eiſe I 

: would 9 more perſwade you than I do a Beafl, And I 

; know that you are in the fetters of your own luſts 

| 2047 Wills, your love, 1our hearts, are tarned away 

fron God, and firongly bewitched with tht dreams and 

* Gailiaencts with the Fleſh and World,” But your wills. are 

4 forced: 10 this Captivity. Sarty thoſe wills may be 

; changed 
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Utitonverted Reader, : 
changid by Gods Grace, when you clearly ſee ſuffitient * 
reaſon for to change them: Elſe I would as joon preach ©! 
(were I capab e) to Devi's and damned Souls, . Tow Caſe k. 
3s not yet deſperate, O make it not deſperate. There is 
Juſt the jaime hope of your Salvation as there is of your 
Converfjon ard perſeverance, and no more, Without 7 
it there is no bope. And. with it you are ſafe, and hav 
n cauſt to doubt afffl ſear. Heavin may be yet yours, if 
you will, Nothing but your own Wills, reſuſing Chriſt. 
and a boly life. can keep you out. And ſhall that doit?.. 
Shall Helt be your own choice? And will you, I lay ' 
will you nor be ſaved? 

0 think better what you do! Gods terms are reaſons. 
able: His Word and ways are good and equal, Chrifts , 
Tobe is taſie and his Burdetlight, and bis Commandments. 
are not grievous to any, but ſo far as blindneſs and a bad 
and backward heart dnth make them (o. Tis bave no 
irke reaſon to be unwil/mg , God and Conſcience ſhall 
one day tellyou and ail the World that you bad no reajon © © 
for it. Tou may as wiſely pretend Reaſon to cut your 
throats, to torment your ſelves, as plead reaſon ag inſt a 
true Converſion unto God, Were I perſwading you not to 
bitl your ſelves, I mould make no queſtion , but you wou'd 
be perſwaded. And yet m ſt I be bapeleſs win I per- 
ſwade you from everlaſting miſery, and not to prefer the 
world and fldh.before your Saviour and your God, 
and before 4 ſure everlaſting joy ? God forbid, 'i 

Reader, I taht it for. a great mercy of God, that bk. 
fore my head lieth down in the duſt, and I go to give wp. 
my account unto my Judge , I have this Opportunity once. 
more, earntjtly to beſptak thee for thy own Salvation, TI - 
beg it of thee, as one that mult ſhortly be called; away, 
and ſpeak to thee no move, till we come unto our- endleſs , * 
ſeate, that thou would3 but ſpmetimes retire tnto thy ſelfy, 
and uſe the reaſon of a man, ard look before thee whis _ 
ther thou art going., and look behind thee how t 1 
baſt. lived, and -what_ then baſt vegw dajng in the Wi 7 . 
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© gill now; and look within thee, what a caſe thy Soul is 
” in, and whether it be ready to enter upon Eternity, and 
- look above thee what a Heaven of glory thou doſt negleft, 
” and what a God thes baſt to be thine Everlaſting Friend 
- or Enemy, as thou chooſeſt and as thou liveſt, and 
| that thou art alwayes in his fight. Tea, and. look be- 
"low thee, and think where they are, that died wncon- 
”. verted. And when thou baſt ſberly thought of all theje 
* " things, then do as God and true Reaſon (ball direfs thee, 
++ And is this an unreaſonable requiſt? I appeal to God, aud 
E (80 all wiſe Men, and to thine own Conſcience when it (hall 
be awakened, If I ſpeak againſt thee, or. if all this be 
xot for thy good. or if it be net true and ture, then re- 
gard not what | fay : If I ſpeak not that meſſage which 
God bath commanded bis Miniſters to ſpeab; then ltt it 
be refuſed as contemptrouſly as thou wilt. But if 1 do 
* but mmChriſts name and jtzad, beſerch thee to be reconciled 
| £09 God, 2 Cor. 5. 19,20. Yeſuſe it at thy peril: And 
* If Goa's beſetching thee (ball not prevail againſt thy fl»4th, 
buſt, hy appetite, againſt - the deſires of thy fleſh, 
againſt the duſt and (badows of the World, remember it 
' when with ſraitleſs cries and borror, thou art beſeeching 
bim ro00 lare; ! 

1 know poor finner that Fleſh is brutih, and laſt and 
appetite have no veaſon. But I know that thou baſt rea- 


jon thy ſelf which was given thee to over-rule them, and a 
that be that will not be a Man, cannot be a Saint, nor & 

Happy Man, - I know that thou liveſt # a tempting - 
and a wicked world, where things or perſons will be 
daily binaring this. But I know that this is no more T 


20 a man that by Falch ſeth Heaven and Hell before 
" bim, than 4 grainof ſand is toa Kingdom or @ blaſt of - 


** Wind, to one that is fighting or flying for bis life. Luk, L 
© 12-4. O man ! that thou didſt but bnow the difference n 
bet ween that which the Devil and Sin will give thee, if 7 


—thox wilt ſel! thy Saul and Heaven, and that which God 
b promiſed and fwwn to givethe?, if thou wilt beartily 
$3 give 


o # | 


Y 
: 


Unconverted: Reader. 
ve #p thy ſelf to bim. I know thew mayſt poſſibly fall into . 
= gg leaſt among ſome ſots and drunkgrds) that will tell hinge 
all this is but troubleſome preciſeneſi, and making more ado 
needs, But 1 know withal what that man deſerveth,, who will 7 
believe a Fool before his Maker, (For he can be no better than @-* 
miſerable Fool, that will contradi& and revile the Word of God, © 
, even the Word of Grace that wou.d ſave Mens ſouls) = ; 

And, alas, it 1s poſſible thow mayſt bear ſame of the Trike of © 
Levi (or rather of Cain,) deriding this Serigus Godlineſs as mere 
Hypocriſie, and Fankticiſm, and SeKf-conceitedneſs : As if you», 
muſt be no better than the Devils ſlaves, leſt yow be Proud in 
thinking that you are better than they z That ts, you muſt £0 
with them to Hell, left in Heaven be Proud Hypocrites for thinks 
ing our ſelves happier than they. ; 

It may be they will tell you, that this talk of Converſion u 
fitter for Pagans and Infidels to hear, than Chriſtians and Pre-. 
reſtants, Becanſe ſuch Mens big looks &r Coats may makg the 
poyſin the eafilier taken down, I will intreat thee but «s befare God 
ro anſwer theſe following queitions, or to get them anſwered, and 

| then judge whether it be they or we that zvould decerve thee : And: 
whether as Men uſe to talk againſt Learning that have none them- 
| (elves. fo ſuch Men jrate not againft Converſion and the Spirit of 
Ged, becauſe tbey have no ſuch thing themſelves, 
, Q. 1. I pray ak them, whether it. be a Puritan or Fanatich 
, Opinion that Men muſt dye ? And what all the Pomp, and Wealth 
t and Pleaſures of the Wartd will ſognifie to a departing Seul*?? Ark 
; them whether they will live an earth for ever, and their m 
d 


Lours, and Lardly leoks will have no end ? And whether if be but 
the coceit of Hypocrires and Schilmaticks, het their Carcaſe muſt 
be ratuing mm a darkſome Gra e ? 


[- Q. 2. Ak them whether Man have nat an Immortal Soul, 
4 and a longer life to live when this ts ended ? Luk. 12.41. 
4 Q_ 3. Ak thems whether reaſon require not every man to think 


more ſeriouſly of the place or ſtate where be muſt be for ever, than 


g of that where he muſt be for a little while, and from whence be 18 
be poſting day and night ? And whether it be not wijer to lay up our 
re rreaſure where we miſt ſtay, than where we muſt nat ſtay but 
re daily look to be called away and never more to be ſeen on Earth? 
Mar. 6. 19, 20. 2 Cor. 4. 16, 7, 18. and 5.7, 2, 3s 6, 7, 8. 
of Q. 4+ Ask them whether Gad ſhould not .be loved with all ous 
K, besrt, and ſoul, and might ? Mat. 22. 27, And whether it be 
"I not the mark of an ungodly miſcreant, to bs a lover of pleaſure 
if more than God, 2 Tim. 3.4. and a lover of this Worid aluve 
ot kim ? 1 Jols. 2, 15, 16, And whether we muſt not (o&Kk firſt 
0 Gods Kingdom and his Righteouſnels, Mat. 6. 33. and 


ily moſt for kg reat that never periſheth, Jeb. 6. 27, And fri 


= 
es 


"x 


- - AnEpiſtle tothe 
ts enter in at the fivait gate, Luk. 13; 24. And pive all dili- 
- gence to make ozr calling and ele&tion' fire? 2 Per. r. 10, * 

Q. 5. ASK them whether without Holineſs any ſbill ſee God ? 
Heb. I2, 14. Mat. 5, 8, Tit. 2. 14. And whether the carnal 
onend 1; not enmity ts God, and to be carnally minded is riot death, 
and to be ſpiritually minded, life and peace”? And whether if 
9ou live after the fleſh you fhall not dye, and be condetnned ? and 
they ſhall live and be [red that walk aftcr the Spirit ? And whes 
ther any man be Chyifts that hath not his Spirit'? ROM. $. 1, 5, 6. 
T1 $,9,13. 


Q. 6. ASK them whether any man have a Treaſure in Heaven, 


whoſe beart is not there 7 Mat. 6. 21, And whether this be n0t , 
the difſerence bet reen the wicked and the godly, that the firſt do 
make their Bellies their Gods, and mind earihly things, and- are 
Enemies to the Crofs of Chriſt (m%orgh perieps not bis name ;) 
and the latter have their Conyerlation in Heaven, 4nd being 
riten with Chriſt de ſeek 2nd (et their afetions on things a- 
bove, and not on things rhat are on earch, ro. whih they are as 
dead, and their life is hid (or our of ſight) with Chnit in God, 
till Chriſt appear, and then they fall appar, (ever openty 70 all 
the world) with lim in Glory, _ Pþil. 3.1%, 19, 2G. Cdl.,.7, 2, 
3, 4, 5+ 

Q. 7. Atk them whether it le cred'tle or ſuitable to Grds Trord 
& workings, 1h4t he that Teri! nut grue them the fraits of the carth 
without their labour, nor feed and (loath them with:us ikemſelues, 
will yet bring them to Heaven without any care, def.re, or {ubur 
of their own ? Wien he bath bid kin Cure nut for the one, and 
called for their greateſt Diligence for the ther, Mat 6. 2:, 25, 
33. Joh. 6. 27. Tea, ack they? twhorher theſe ie, not the rwo” firſt 
Articles of all Faith and Kel:gion. 1, Thar God 1s, 2, Tit 
he -is the rewarder of them that ciligently ſeek him, Hb, 
It. 6. 

Q 8. Ak them, yea ak 10v7 eyes. gory ears, your daily ex- 

zence in the World, Ttohetiier aff or 10ſt thet call then felres 
Chriſtians, do in food ſadnefs thus live to God in.ibe Spirit, and 
morrifie the fleſh with its affettions, ant luſt:, and (eek firſt Gods 
Kingdom and Kighteeuſneſs, love him alove all, and. lay up irea- 
ſare and heart in Heaven : or rather, mhether mf be,not lov-rs 
of the World, and lovers of pleaſures more than God, ard live not 
after the fleſh, and mind not miſt the things of the fleſh ? I men- 


tion not now- the drunkurds, the fleſk-plealing Gentlemen, that - 


live in Pride, FulaeG and Iidlencts, and Sport, and Play away 
their precious time, nor the filthy Fornicator , nor the ,merciteſs 
Oppreſſors, nor the malignant haters of a gudly life, nor the pergu- 
red and perfidions betrayers of mens Sox!s and of the Goſpel, or of 
their Countrits. good, nor ſack other wen of ſeared Conſcience _— 

"_ miſery 


_— wry et 


miſery none queſtioneth, but ſuch as are blind and miſerable. It is 
not theſe only I am ſpeaking of, but the common, worldly, fleſhy, 
and wwiedly ones, ; £40 bp 

Q. 9. Ask them whether the nayce of a Chriſtian will ſave 
any of theſe angodty perſons 2 And whether God will like men 
the betrer for lying and calling themſclues Chriſtians, Then they 
are none indecd ? And whether they dare preach to the people that 
a Chriftian Drunkard, or a Chriſtian Fornicator, or Oz; refſor, or 
« Chriſtian Warldling, neederh no Converiion, = 

Q. 10. Ask them whether they ſay not themſelves that Hypocri= 
fie is a great axgravation of all other fin. ? And whether God 
bath not made the Hypocrites and Unbelievers to be the ftand- 
ards in Hell Euk. 25. 51. And whxber ſeeking. tor abuſe God 
by a Mack Religion, do make ſuch talic Chrittians berter chars 
the poor Heachens and Inhdels, or much worte ? And wherber 
he be not an Hypocrite that profeſeth to be a Chriſtian, and a 
dervant of God, when he is none, nor will be ? And whether 
he tha! knowcth bis Maſters will, and doth-it nor, ſball not have 
the foreſt ftripes, or puniſhment, Luk. 10. 47. 

Q. 11. Ask them whether in their Baptiſm (which 15 iLerr 
Chriſtning . as a Covenant,) they did not renoence the fleſh, 1he 
World and the Devil, and vow and deliver up themſclues to God, 
| their Father, their Sawiour and their Santlifjier ? And whether 

all or moſt men perform tl.” vow ? And whether a pergured Con 
venant. breaker againſt God, 1s fitter tor Salvation han one thar 


. never w4s Bal/:iz8d, 
; Q. 12, Ask'rhews whether the holy nature of God be not fo 
; con'rary to fin, as that it is Bluſphemy to ſuy that he will bring to 
'» Heaven, and. unto the Boſonr of his eternal delights any unholy 
ff unrenewed Soul, 1 Pet. r. 15, 16. 
4 Q. 13. Ask them why it was that Chriſt came into /b: world ? 
" Whether it was not to ſave bis people from their Sins, Mat. 1. 21. 
®? And te deſtxoy the works of the Devil, 1 Joh. 3. 8. And to pu- 
;5 rifie 30 himſcif a peculiar people, zealous of good workg, Tit, 2.14. 
y And ro bring home ftraying ſouls to God, Luk. 15. And to be 
xy" = 7c way to re Father, Joh. 13. 6. And wheiber Chriſt Toll faves 
that Soul that is not converted by him, and ſaved from his jn.$* 
_ = Gr whert.exzt be the dead Image only of a Crucihed Jelus rhat 
77 all their Savigur, while they will bave no more of him. 
Y Dog Q). 14. Auk them why they Believe, and were Baptized mro 
eY the t:oly Gaoft, and whether a ian can enter into the Kingdom 
bag of Heaven, that is not born ef. the Spirit 4s well as of Water, 


Jon. 3. 3, 5,6, And that is not converted, and tegins not the 
worla as ic were a now, in a-teachatle, tractable newneſs of life, 
like a tile child ? Mat. 18, 3. And Thether it be nut a certain 
with, that, Tf any man have not the lpiric of Chnſt the Gme 
{a uone of his, Rows. $..9. Q, 15, 


4 .'* - {7% 
An Epiſtle to the. 

Q- 15. Ak them Chriſt gave the world ſo many warnings 
of the damnablenefs. Se okies Hypocrifhe, if Hypocritiol 
Chriſtians may be ſaved. And what were theſe Phariſees # They 
were the Maſters of the Jewiſh Church : - The Rabbies that wmjt 
have high places, *highy tithes; and ceremonies, formal garments, 
and muſt be revereficed"ofs all. That gave God Lip-ſervice with= 
owt the heart, and \made void his Commands, and Worſhipped 
Him #n vain, reaching for Dofrines the Com nee men, 
end-ftrittly tythe the Mint and Cummin, while levely Mercy and 
Tuſtic# were paſt by ? Who worſhipped God with an abnadance of 


Ceremonies and build the Tombs, and garniſhed the S epulchres of - 


the Saints z wohile they killed and perſecuted thoſe that did imi- 
rate them, and hated the living Saints, and honoured the dead. 
They were the bittereft enemies and murderers of Chrift on pretence 
that he was « Blaſphemer, and a ſeditious enemy to Czar and the 
common peace, and one that ſpake againſt the Temple ; They were 
the greateft Enemies of the Apoſtles ; and ſilencers of thoſe that 
preached Chrifts Goſpel, - and perſecuted them that called wpon bis 
name. And had theſe no need of Converhon, becauſe they could 
ſay, God is onr Father (whitn the Devil was their Father, Joh, 
8. 44.) and that they were Abrahams Seed 2 Ands are nut Hhpo« 
critical Chriſtians, Drunken Chriſtians, Fornicating Ckriſtians, 
Carnal, Worldly Infidel-Chriftians, (the contradittion is your own) 
Perſecuting Chriftians, Falſe-named Hypecritical Chriſtians, as bad- 
yea worſe as they abuſe a more excellent profeſſion ? Mat. 15.7, 8, 

23. and 22,18. and 6, z. &c. Luke 12.1. 

. I6, Doth not the Holy State of "Heaven require Hulineſs in 
all that ſhall poſſeſs it ? Can an unholy ſou! there ſte and love, and- 
praiſe and delight in God for ever, «nd in the holy ſeczety and 
employment of the Saints ? Rev. 21. 27. Is he not liker a Maho- 
metan than 4 Chriſtian, rbat looketh for a Senfual and unholy 
Heaven ? 

Q. 17. What is the difference between the Church -and the 
Warld ? Is not the Church a holy Society of Regenerate louls ? Tea 
tbe Church wiſible, 5s only thoſe that in Baptiſm vow Holineſs and 
profeſs it. Look thoſe bypocrites in the face and ſee whether they 
do not bluſh, when they repeat in the Creed, 1 believe in the Holy 
Ghoſt, I belieye in the Koly Catholick Ghurch, and ghe Com- 
munion of Saints, who ſhall have the forgivencls off fins, and 
like everlaſting ? Ak them whether they mean holy Adulterers, 
Noly worldlings, holy perjured perſons ? Ak them whether they 
mean 4 Communion of Saints in a Tavern, in a Play-houle, in 4 

ami , in a Whore-houſe, or a jefting, canting ftage-play 
Communion ? If the Church be bely, be holy if you will be of the 
Cluerch ; If it be a Communion of Saints, make it not a Commus- 
$/an of Swine, and make nes Saints and their Communion Lon 
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'Unconverted Reader. 


odious tither for their Infermities , or their croſsne/s to 


your carnal interefts of conceits. 

Q. 18, Ak them whether there be a Heaven and 4 
Hell or not ? If not, why are they pretended Chr iftians ? 
If there be, will God ſend one man to Heaven, and ano- 
ther to Hell,ro ſo vaR, fo amaying a difference of Stares if 


there be no great difference betwren them bere ? If 


Holineſs no more differenced Chriftians from others, than 
ſaying a Sermon or ſaying over a Prayer, doth differ- 
ence one from an Infidel, where were the Juſtice of God, 
in ſating ſome and_ damning others? And what were 
Chriſtianny better tba#the Religion of Anronine,Placo, 
Socrates, Seneca, Cicero, Plutarch, if not much worſe P. 
Go jnco Londoneſtreers, and when you bave talk'd with 
living prudent Men , then go to thr Painters hop ant. 
ſee a comely Picture, and. to the Looking-glaſs and ſee 
tbe appearance of each Paſſinger in a ef, , and ro the. 
Perriwig-hops, and ſtt 4 wooden-head with a Perriwig. 
apon the Bulk, and you bave ſeen ſometbing like the differ- 
enct of a Holy Soul, and of a'dead and drefled formal. 
Hypocrite, . P[al. 23. 27. 

Q. 19. Ask them whether. Kings and all men make 
xot a great difference between man and man ; the loyal and 
perfidious, the obedient and the diſobedient ? And whither 
they Ulifference not themjelves between a Friend and a Foe, 
one that loveth them,and one that robbeth, beateth or wou'd. 


&id them? And ſhall not the mai holy God make more differ-..4 


” 


et between the yightrous and the wicked? Mal.z. 17, 18. . 
 Q. 20, But if they are dead in every point ſave carnal 
pterejts, ask them. why they are Preachers or Priefts ? 
And if Conver fron and Holineſs bt a needisſs thing, what. 
aſe they themſelves are of ? And why the Country muft be 
troubled with thin, and pay them Tythes , and owe them . 
reverence? When theſe twenty Queftions are well anſwtr- . 

ed, conciude that you may be ſaved wichoht Converſion. 
But if. paur Soul, thou at fully convinced, and asbtit. 
Whar (hould L.do to be Converted ? The Lord mabe. 
- _ 


” 


An Epiftle to the 
thre willing, and ſave thee from hypocrifie, and -I will 
quickly tel! thee in a few words. - 

* _T. Give notover ſober thinking of theſe things , 

erlt ly bear! be changed, Pſal. 119. $9. 

2, Come to Chriſt, and tabe him for thy S2viour, thy 
Teacher, thy Ring, and he wil pardon all that's pit, 
and ſave thre, Jols, 1. 12. and 3. 16. and 5. 40. 
x Joh. 5s. 11, 12. Bu 

3- Belixve Gods love, and the pardon of fin, and the. BW the 
everlaſting Joys of Heaven that thou \mayeſt ſee! that alt NN lin 
the pleaſures of the world and fleſlh, "and dung in compari- BY boy 
ſon of the Heavenly delights, of Faith and Hope, andho« I not 


ly Love, end peace of Conſcitnce, end fincere Obidience. bt 
4+ S10 no more wilfully, but forbear that which thou | aft 
mayft forbear, Ta. 55. 7. his 


5. Away from temprations, 9ccaſions of fin and evil: ex: 
company, ava be 4 companien of the humble, holy, W #i 
heavenly and fmcere , Pſal. 119. 115, 63: Vai 

6. Wair on Gods Spirit in the diligent. conſtant. I Li! 
uſe of his own means. Read , hear, meditate, pray : ſay, 
Pray hard for that grate that mull convert thee: Wait Bl in 
thus, and thou ſhalt not wait in vain, Pal 25. and 37. NN elit 
34+ and 69. 6: = 8.7 

Pity O Lo'd and perfwade thefe Souls: Let not Cbrifis il ſeri 
Blood, his Doftrine, bis Example, his Spirit be lofi unto 
them, and they loft for ever. Let not Heaven be as no Hea- iN Spe 
wen to them, while they dre2m avd dnte 01 the (Wadows in BW ma 
this World, And 0 ſave this Land from the greater defiru- I fou 
fiow than all our late plagues, and flamts, and divifeons, WF fice 
which our ſins and thy threatnings mabe us fear. O Lord, i ber 
is thee have wt truſted, let us never be confounded. liti 

Having thus contributed my endeavour in this Preface I Go, 
eo the ſurtheranct of the deſien of this excellent BIoK 3; I WM m6 
muſt tell thee Reader, that I tabe it for an bonour to Bl led, 
gommend ſo Maſculine a birth unto the Warid : The Mid- il pra: 
wiſe of Alexander or Ariſtotle need not be ahantd of 

by” Office. Who the Author of thus. Treatiſe was, how he 
K- preached, 


Utconverted Reader. 
preached, bow be lived, how be ſafftred (and for what) 
azd bow bt ditd, bis Liſt and Letters lately Printed ſully 
tell yous Ana 1 earnittly commend the reading of them to 
ail, bat eſpecially to Miniſters, not to tell them what men © 
have beed here forbidden to preach Chriſts Goſpel, akd for 
what, nor what men they are that ſo many years bave done 
it. but to'tell you what min Chrifis Miniſters ould be. 
But ſay not he bild bimſilf with exceſſsve labour , and 
therefore I will tabe warning, and tabe my eaſe. For. 1. He 
lived in prrfett bea:th all bis days, notwithſtanding all Ins la- 
boars, till after bis bard and l»9ng Imprijonment. 2. It was 
not the greate/t labour «of bis times of liberty that hurt bim, 
b»t bis Preaching ſix or ſerum, or tight times bn a weth 
aiter that he was fienced, becauſe he could not ſprak to all 
his people at once. "O make not anill aſt of ſo excellent an 
example, Say not like Judas, what needs this waſte ? 
His labor, is life, his ſuſferings, bis death wire not in 
vain. The agts tocome that read his Liſe, and read his 
Little Popular-treatiſe, and bis Call ro Archippus 'ſball 
ſay, they were not in vain. And thmgh he was cut off 
in the midſt of bis age, 4nd bis longer labours , and more 
elaborate writings thus preventid , tabe thank fully this 
ſmall but methodical, was wand ferious Traftatt. Read it 
ſeriouſly, and it cannor bs but it ma#t do thee good. 

F am ane that have lookt into Books and Sciencts, and 
Speculations of many ſ1rts.and {winufly tell ther as a dying 
man, that aftty all my ſearchis and experience, I have 
found that Philoſophical enquiries into the Divine Arti- 
fices and the Nature of things, hath among a great num- 
ber of uncevtainties, a great many pretty pleaſant probabi- 
litits which 2 haly Soul can mabe good nſe of in aamiring 
God, and may find us a lawſul bind of (port; but in the 
moralities which Acheiſts count uncert ainties the bnow- 
ledge of God and our duty, ani our hes the dofirine and 
Pradlice of Holinlſs , Temperance, and Charity, and Ju- 
Rice, and the diligent ſeching and joyful hopes of life ever= 
lating, is all the true Wiſdom, Goodneſs, the Refl and 
Come 


\ Þ 


An Epiſtle to the: 
Comfort: of a ſoul. Whatever be our plea, this is the (a- 
usfying certainty, the buſineſs, and. the beaurifying 
baprovement of oxy lives. 

© I have-done when I have ſought to remove a 
© lictle ſcandal, which I foreſaw, that: I ſhould my 
© felf write the Preface to his Life wher& himſelf and 
* rwo of his friends maxe ſuch a.mention of my 
* name, which I cannor-own ;. which will ſeem a 
; ponngain for praiſing me, I confeſs it looketh 11+ 
* favouredly in me : But I had. not the power of 
© other Mens wricings, and durſt nor therefore. fore 
* bear that which was his due. Had I direQed theis 
*- Pens they ſhould have gone a middle way , and 
© only eſteemed me [ a.very unworthy ſervant of 
© Chriſt, who! yet longs to ſee the peace and proſpe- 
*- rity of his Church} and ſhould have forborncheic 
* undeſerved praiſc, as orher men.ſhould have done 
* thelr flanderous Libels. © Bur if che Reader ger no 
*- harry by ic, 1 afſure him the uſe I madeof ir was, 
© co lament that I am really ſo much worſe than they 
© eſteemed me; and. fear leſt 1 ſhould prove yet 
6 worſt than I'diſcern my ſelf, who ſee ſo much fin 
*- and weakneſs 'in my betrers, and much . more in i, ,- 
© my ſelf, as to make itthe conſtant ſentiment of my 
<. Soul, that PRIDE: of Mers GREATNESS, 
© WISDOM, and GOODNESS, 1s the firſt 

* part of the DEVILS IMAGE on mans ſoul, 
and DARKNESS is the ſecond, and M 4+ 
*LIGNITT. the third, 
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Richard Baxter. - 


READER, 


Unconverted Reader. 


READER, 


OW well were it if there were no more 
unconverred ones among us, than thoſe ro 
whom this is diroted ? Unconverred Perfons how 
*.many are there, but how few Unconverred Rea- 
© ders, eſpecially of ſuch Books as this before thee? 
A Play or a Romance better ſuirs the luſts, and 
therefore muſt have more of the Eye of ſuch ; 
what will cheriſh the evil heart is only grateful, not 
what will change it. How many are to whom 
this is direfted, who will not know that they are 
the men? And how lictle hope is there that this 
Excellent Treatiſe ſhould r irs 2nd with thoſe 
who apprehend themſelves not concern'd in it ? 
Art nor thou one of them? Arr thou a Converr, or 
art thou yet in thy ſins? Whart is Sin? What is 
Converſion ? Ir may be, thon canſt rell-me neirher, 
and yer a Convert thou fayſt thou arr, bur ro what 
purpoſe is it then like ro be, for the Servant of 
God ro treat with thee abour this matrer ? Lerhim 
bid thee believe, thou arr a Believer already ; let 
him bid chee repent and turn to the Lord, rhat work 
thon ſayſt is nor now to do. What can there be ſaid 
to this man char's like ro bring him ro good ? Friend, 
know thy ſelf better, or thou pertſheſt withour re- 
medy. Thou mayſt pray, but whathope is there fi 
thy praying ? Thou mayſt read , but what hope is 
there in thy reading. Yer read on, this little hope 
there 15; in this Book there's £ye-ſalve rhat ma 
heal rhee of thy blindneſs. In this Book there 
a Glaſs that will ſhew thee thy Face. Doſt thou 
know thine own Face when thou ſeeſt it ? Behold 
thy very Image in thoſe marks that are given of an 
Unconverted Perſon; Read and conſider rhem, and 
then ſay, if thou be nor the man, 

* Be willing to know thy felf,and ro know the worſt 
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AnEpiltle to the 
* of thy Caſe? Wink not at the light, hide nor thy 
© ſelt from thine own ſoul, Wilr chou- never know Mt 
© thy Diſcaſe cill ic be paſt remedy? | 
< Much of our hardeft work would be over, if we 
© could ſee rhe fianers ro wham we are ſenc,to be con- 
© vinced finners, If we would butopen the blind eyes, 
6 there were hope we ſhould ſhortly raiſe the dead. 
© Sinner, of a truth, thouartin evil caſe, whether 
© thou kuow it or not; thou art among the dead, and 
© there is bur a ſtep berwixt thee and Hell, Thou wile 
© not believe ir though it be rold thee, yer once again 
© let me beſeech rhee, come tothe Glaſs thar is here 
© preſented ro thee, and narrowly obſerve whether 
© the very marks of the dead be not found upon thee, 
© If there be miſcarriage in this firſt work, if thou 
© wilc not underſtand thy miſery and thy danger, 
© ther's anerd of all hopes concerning thee. Whilſt 
© ſelf-ignorance abides upon thee, all the Counſels, 
© that are neceſſary toa man in rhy caſe, will do thee 
© nogood; theyare never like to proſper with thee, 
© becauſe rhou wilt not count them proper for thee, 
© who will be perſwaded ro do that which he believes, * 
* is already done ? who will take the Counſel of chell. 
* Phyſician thar does not think himſelf fick ?The man. 
\ © of God may ſpare his pains of perſwading thee rofl, < 
© Converiion, whilſt chou arr confident thou art con- 
& verted alrcady. Who will be at the pains of repen- 
© tance that concludes he hath repenred ? Who will 
£ bear the labour and the pangs of the new-birth chat 
© 1s confident he 15 already paſſed from death to lite ? 
* Bur, Friend, ler me alinle reaſon with rhee ; chou 
« art confident ir is well with thee, yet why wilt thou 
* not yield to thus much atleaſt.co pur ic ro the queſti- 
* on, Am [ not miſtaben? Thou art worſe than mad , it 
* thou thinkeſt ſuch a queſtion may nor be pur. Dot 
* thou know thar thy heart is falſe and deceitful, and 
+ yet becaule it ſpeaks good concerning thee , muſt 1: 
6 not 
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Unconverted Reader. 


not be queſtioned whether it ſpeak truth or no ? Be 


ſo wiſe as to conclude, I may be miſtaken, and thus 
come to the tryal whether thou art miſtaken'or nor. 
© And if upon eryal by the marks that. are before 
thee thou come to be undeceived, and ſee thy (elf 
wrapped up in that miſery which hicherro thou 
wouldſt nor ſuſpe&, rhe next news I expe? to hear 
from thee is, What I muſt do to be ſaved? O were it 
come to that once ?-Then thou haſt an anſwer ar 
hand in thoſe means thou wilt find preſcribed thee. 
And becauſe they are ſuch as thou wilt hardly be 
perſwaded to uſe, take in the Motives that follow, 
and cheſe will help down the Means. Conſider both 
the one and the other, and it thou doſt not find the 
Means proper, and the Motives weighty , I think 1 
ſhall do thee no wrong if I tell thee, thou art ſtill 
of a blind mind, and an harder heare. 

Friend the matter which rhis Iittle Book comes to 
treat with thee abour, is of higheſt importance 3 'tis 
a matter of Life or Dearh. If thou ſayeſt rhe terms 
upon which Lite 1s offered, are hard ; conſider, 1s it 
not harder to dyc?He is worthy to dye who will loſe 
his ſoul to fave his labour.It chou couldſi ſtep down 
into the deep , and rake a turn or two with thoſe 
damned ſouls who are drench'd with fire and brim- 
ſtone and bound wm everlaſting chains of Vengeance, 
and ſhould ask them, Now whar do you think of 
re terms upon which life was offered ? Now -what 
think you of that Repentance , of that Obedience, 
of char Circumſpettion, Selt-denyal and che great- 
eſt Severity, which by the Goſpel were impoſed 
uponyou ? It you might once again bat? the ſame 
terms granted you for your Redemption from this 
place of Torment would you yet ſay, hard terms ! 
Ler me rather dye this dearth for ever, than hye 
fuch a life! Ler me broil in this Furnace, rather 
than eſcape wirh ſuch difficulty | Should(t thou ask 
5 tem 


An Epiſtle to the &c. 
© them thus that have felr whar 'ris ro be damned, 
© whatanſwer doſt thou think they would make? O 
© friend, never again groan under the difficulties of Con- 
© verſion, till thou believe them to be worſe than Hell. Al 
© But 1 will nor farther anticipate my worthy Author, 

© Nor is there much need ] ſhould commend eirher 
< himſelf or Wis works ; for the Author himſelf thou 
© mayſt at a ſmall charge ger acquaintance with him 
© in that Hiſtory of his Life and Death , which is 
© exrant; concerning which I ſhall only ſay, 

© Sic mibs contingat wivere fieque mori. 

© And for this work of his, what commendation 
I ſhall give of ir, would be needed no longer than 
ill thou haſt read ir over. Thou wilt find ſuch 
Wine in iras needs no Buſh, This only I ſhall fay, 
as far as my credir will go, it is prhgn en. well 
worth thy moſt ſerious peruſal; O mayeſt thou 
hear thar voice, (ſuch a voice from Heaven there 
ts wherher thou hear it or no) Tolle&* lege, tabe 
up and read. Read Friend, and read over again, 
Read and undefſtand, underſtand and pray, pray 
and confider and - conſent unto him, who by rhe : Bu 
Pen of his Servant calls ro thee from Heaven, by * all 
wilt thon die? Turn and live. O ſuffer this Word 
of inſtruction and exhorrarion ro open thy blind 
eyes, to turn thee from darkneſs to light, from rhe 

wer of Satan -unto God, thar rhou mayeſt receive 
orgi veneſs of fins, and an inheritance among chem 
that are ſanCified. Et cum tals furris, memento mth. 
« When itis thus wich thee, then pray tor 
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An Farneſt Invitation to Sinners to 
Turn to God, in order to their Eter- 
nal Salvation. 


Early beloved, and longed for, I gladly. 
acknowledge my ſelf a debtor to you 
all, and am concerned, as I would be 
found a go6d Steward to the Houſhold 

of God, to give to every one his portion. But the 
Phyſician is moſt ſolicitous for thoſe Patients, whoſs 
cale is moſt doubtful and hazardous ; and the Fa 
ther's bowelsare eſpectally turned towards his d 
Child. The numbers of the unconyerted 
among you, call for my moſt earneſt compaſſions, 
and haſty diligence, to pluck them out of the burn- 
ing, Fude 23. and therefore to theſe firſt I ſhall ap- 
ply my felt in thele lines. 

But whence ſhall I fetch my arguments, or how 
tall I chuſe my words? Lord, wherewith ſhall I 
woo them > wherewith ſhall I win them? Oh, that 
I could but tell! I would write unto them in tears, 
I would weep out every Argument, I would empty 
my veins for Ink, I would petition them on my 
Knees; verily (were I able) I would. Oh, how 
nankful I would be, if they would be prevailed 
1th to repent and turn ! 

How long have I travailed in birth with you ? 
How frequently have .I made ſuit to you ? How 
dften would I have gathered you? How inftant have 
[ deen with you? This is that, 1 have prayed for, and 

udied for, for many years, that I might bring you 
0 God: Oh, that I mightbut do it! Will you yetbe 

treated? Oh, what a we man might you make 
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2 Miſtakes about Converſion. 


me, if you would but hearken to me, and ſuffer m 
/ £0.carry you over to Jeſus Chrift ! 
Bag, Lord, how inſufficient am I for thi work ! T ha 
» beey many a year wooing for thee, but the Damſel wo 
not go with me. Lord, what « task haſt thou ſet me to dy 
Alas, wherewith ſhall T pierce the feales of Leviathan, i 
make the heart to feel that + bard as a ſtone ; hard «s 
piece of the nether Milgone ! Shall T go and lay my mout 
10 the grave, and look when the dead will obey me, 4 
come forth? Shall T make an Oration tothe Rocks, or d 
claim to the Mountains, and think to move them with ar 
guments? Shall T give the blind to ſ6e> From the begi 
ning of the World was it not heard that a man opened t| 
ejes Liu blind ; But thou, O Lord, canſt pierce the ſcal: 
and prick the heart of the Sinner. I can but ſhoot at r 
vers, 4nd draw the bow at a venture, and do thou div 
. the arrow hetween the joints of the harneſs, and kill i| 
fin, and ſave the ſoul of a firmer, that cafts bis eyes in 
theſe labours. 

But I muſt apply my ſelf to you, to whom I an 
ſent: yet I am ata great loſs. Would to God I knei 


how to go to work with you ! would I ftick at thiq;tio 


pains God knoweth you your ſelves are my 

nefles, how I have followed you 1n private, as we 
as in publick, and have brought the Goipel to you 
doors, teſtifying to you the neceflity of the new 
birch, and perſuading you to look in time after 
found and thorough change. Beloved, I have ni 
ated a part among you, to ſerve my own advat 
age : your Goſpel is not yea,and nay. Have you na 
heard the ſame truths, from the Pulpit, by public 
Kbours, by private letters, and by perſonal inſtr 
tions > Brethren, I am of the ſame mind as eve 
that -holineſs is the beſt choice, that there 15 no e 
ring into Heaven, but by the ſtreight es of tl 
fecond birth, that without holineſs you ſhall ne 
fee God, Heb. 12.14. Ah, my beloved! row » 


Miſtakes about Cinner ſlow. 3 


bowels in the Lord.If there be any conſolation in Chriff, 
any comfort of love any fellowſhip of the Spirit,any bowels 
and mercies, fulfil you my joy. Now give your ſelyes 
unto the Lord, 2 Cor. $. 5. Now ſet your ſelves to 
ſeek him. Now ſet up the Lord Jeſus myour hearts, 


"JT and ſet him up in your houſes : Now come in and 


kiſs the Son, Pſal. 2; 12. and embrace the tenders of 
A mercy. Touch his Scepter and live; why will you 
die? I beg not for my lelf; but fain I would have 
you happy: This 1s the prize I run for,and the whute 
I aim at. My ſouls defire and prayer for you is,that 
you may be ſaved, Rom. 10. 1. : 
The famous Lycurgw,having inftituted moſt ftrift 
and wholeſom Laws for his people, told them he 
was neceſſitated to go a Journey from them,and got 
them to bind themſelves in an Oath, that his Laws 


14 ſhould be obſerved till his return. This done, he 


Twent into a voluntary baniſhment, and never re- 
turned more, that thepmight, by vertue of their 
YOath, be engaged to the perpetual obſerving of hs 
SLaws. Methinks I ſhould be glad of the hard con- 
"Wditions which he endured (though I love you tender- 
Wy) ſo I mightbut hereby engage you throughly ta 
he Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Dearly beloved, would you rejoyce the heart of 
your Mimfter > Why then, embrace the Counſels of 
he Lord by me : forgo your fins : ſet to prayer: up 
1th the Worſhip of God in your families : keep at 
diſtance from the corruptions of the times. What 
&reater joy to a Miniſter, than to hear of ſouls born 
nto Chrift by him, and that his Children walk m 
he Truth > 2 Fohn 4. 
Brethren, I befeech you ſuffer friendly plainneſs 
W- freedom with you in your deepeſt concernments. 
am not playing the Orator, to make a learned 
peech to you, nor dreſſing my diſh with eloquence, 
vhcrewich to pleaſe you. Theſe lines are upon = 
Ws B 2 WAgRY 
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4. Miſtakes abont Conver fron. 


weighty errand indeed, viz. to convince, and con- 
vert, and to ſave you, Iam not baiting my hook. 
with Rhetorick, nor fiſhing for your applauſe; 
but for your ſouls. My work 1s nct to pleale you 

but toſave you ; nor 1s my buſineſs with your fan-;-: 
cies, but your hearts. If I have not your hearts, I... 
have nothing. IfI were to pleaſe vour ears, I could, 
.fing another ſong. 1f 1 were to preach my ſelf, 1. 
would ſteer another courſe ; I could then tell you. 
& ſmoother tale : I would make you pillows, andff/., 
ſpeak you peace;for how can Ahab love this Micazab;., 
that always propheſies evil concerning him ? 1 Kin, - 
22. $8. But how much better are the wounds of a... 
Friend, than the fair fpeeches of the Harlot, whoſt ; 
fAattereth with her lips, till the Dart ſtrike through! 
the liver, and hunteth for the precious life > Proy 
7.21, 22,23. and Prov.6.26, If I were to quiet 
crying infant, I might ſing him toa pleaſant mood 
and rock him afleep. But when the Child 1s fallen 
into the Fire, the parent takes another courſe; he 
wHlnot go to ftill him with a fong or trifle. I know 

if we ſpeed not with you, you are loſt. If we can 
not get your-conſent to ariſe, and come away, youll. 
Ser or ever. No Converſion, and no Salvation:Þ 


I muſt pet your good w1iil, or leave you muſerablt 


But here the difficulty of my work again recur: 
upon me. Lord chooſe my ſtones out of the Rock, r Sam. 
-17. 40, 45. I come in the name of the Lord of Hoſts WM... 
the God of the Armies of Irae]. I come forth like thi, -1 
ſtripling Goliah, to wreſtle, nor with fleſh and blood,but 
with Principalities and Powers, and the Rulers of 1h 
darkneſs of this world, Eph. 6. 12. This day let the Lori 
(mite the Philiſtine,and ſpoil the ſtrong man of bis Armout 
and give me to fetch off the captives out of bis hand. Lori 
chooſe my words, chooſe my weapons for me,and when T put 
my hand into the bag, and take thence a ſtone, and ſling th 


Cl thou carry it 19 the mark and make it fink, not 2nd 
I 
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We forehead, 1 Sam. 17. 49. but the heart of the uncon- 
verted ſinner, and (mite him to the ground, with Saul in 
-is fo happy fall, Ats 9. 4. Thou haſt ſent me, as Abra- 
-am 414 Eliezer, to take a wife unto my maſter thy Son, 

zen. 24. 4. But my diſcouraged ſoul is ready to fear the 
r072.21 will not be willing to follow me. O Lord God of 
ny Maſter, T pray thee ſend me good ſpeed this day, and 
few hindneſs to my Maſter, and ſend thine Angel before 
re, and profpy my way, that T ray take a wiſe unto thy 
on, Gen. 24. 12, Thas a; the (ervant reſted nod till he 
had brought Iſaac and Rebekah together, ſo I may be 
ucce[+ful to bring Chriſt and the fouls of my people toge« 
per, before we part, 

But I turn me unto you. Some of yo do not 
{row what I mean by converſion, andin vain ſhall 
I perſuade you to that which you donotunderitand, 
znd therefore for your ſakes, I ſhall ſhew what this 
'onverfion is, Others do cheriſh ſecret hopes of 
mercy, though they continue as they be; and for 
them I muſt ſhew the neceſſity of Converſion. Others 

Ware like to harden themſelves with a vain conceit, 
that thay are converted already, unto them I muſt 
ſhew the marks of the unconverted. Others becauſe 

"Mthey feelno harm, fear none, and ſo ſleepupon the 
top of the maſt ; to them I ſhall ſhew the miſery of 

WM: be unconverted. Others fir ſtill. becauſe they ſee rwe+ 
their way out; tothem TI ſhall ſhew the means of con- 
er ſion. And finally for the quickening of all, I 
thall cloſe with the grorives of Converſuon, 


Chap. I. Shewing the Negative, what Con- 
verſion is not, and corretting ſome miſt akes 
avant 1!, 


EE the blind Samaritans worſhip they know 
not what, Foh.4.22. Let the Heathen Arheni- 
ans \uperſcribe their Altar untotthe unknown God, 
AF. 17.23, Let the guileful Patiſts commend the 
B 3 | mother 


fakes about CoMverſion. 
mother of deſtruftion, Hoek 4. 6. for the mother of it: 
deyotion : they that know mans conſtitution, and 
the nature of the reafonable ſouls operation cannot 
but know,that the underflanding having the Empire 
in the ſoul, he that will go rationally to work,muſt 
Rbour to fer in the light here. Ignorantis non eff con- 
fenſmss. And therefore that you may not miſtake 
me, I ſhall ſhew you what mean by the conyerſi- 
on I perſwade you to endeayour after. 

It 1s ſtoried, that when Jupiter let down the gol- 
den Chaplets fromHeaven all of them but one were 
ftolen: Whereupon (left they ſhould loſe a re- 
kque of ſo great efteem) they made five others fo 
hke it, that 1f any were ſo wickedly minded, as to 
teal that alſo, they ſhould not be able to diſcern 
which was it. And truely my beloved the Devil 
hath made many counterfeits of this Converſion ; 
and cheats one with this,and another with that; and 
ſuch a craft and artifice he hath, in this myſtery of 
decetts ; (that if it were poſlible) he would deceiye 
the very Elect. Now that I ray cure the damnable 
miſtakes of ſome, who think they are converted 
when they arenot, as well as remove the troubles, 
and fears of others, that think they are not con- 
yerted when they are ; I ſhall ſhew you the nature 
of converſion, both negatively, or what « is not ; 
and poſitively what it 1s. 

We will begin with the Negative. 

1. It nor the taking onus the Profeſſion of Chriftiani- 
#. Doubtleſs Chriftianity is more than aname. If 
we will hear Paul, it liesnotin word, but in power, 
x Cor. 4. 26. if toceaſe tobe Jews and Pazans, and 
eo put on the Chriſtian Proteſſion had been true 
Converhon,. (as this is all, that ſome would have 
to be underftood by it) who better Chriſtians than 
'- Shey of Sardis and Laodices + Theſe were all Chrifti- 
ang by profeſſion, and had a name to live, but _ 

caule 


feregt conceptions and I is 
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auſe they had but a name, are condemned by 
hrift, and threatned to be fpewed out, Rev.3: 1,16. 
re there not many that name the name of the Lord 
elus, that yet depart not from iniquity ? 2 Tim.2.1g. 
nd profeſs they know God, but in works deny hin? 
jt. 1.16. And will God receive theſe for true Con - 
erts, becauſe turned to the Chriſtian Religion ? 

hat ! converts from fin, when yet they do live in 
n? 'Tis a viſible contradi&tion. Surely, if the lam 
df profeſſion would have ſerved the turn,the fool! 
irgins had never been ſhut out, Matth. 25. 3, 12. 
e find not only profeſſors, but preachers of Chrift, 
ind wonder-workers turned off, becauſe eyil work- 
Ts, Matth. 7. 22,23. 

2. It not the being waſhed in the laver of Regenere- 
jon, or putting on the badge of Chriſt in Baptiſm. _ 
any take the preſs-money, and wear the Livery of 
hriſt, that yet never ſtand to their colours, nor fol- 
ow their leader. Ananias and Saphirs, and Magus, 
ere baptized, as well as the reſt. How fondly do 
any mifftake here, deceiving, and being deceived 


ireaming that effeQtual grace is neceffarily tied to 


he external adminiſtration of Baptiſm (which,what 
Sit, but to revive the Popiſh Tenent, of the Sacra- 
ents working grage, ex opere operate? ) and ſo eve- 
y Infant ſhall be regenerated, not only (S4crements 
ens acramentally, but really and properly. Hence 
endo fancy, that being regenerated already, when 
aptized, they need no farther work. FRE 
But if this were fo, then all that were baptized (im 
heir infancy) muft neceſlarily be ſaved ; becauſe 
he roms of pardon and ſalvation 1s made to con- 
erfion and regeneration. | 
Aﬀts 3.19. 1 Pet. 3.4. Matth. 19.28. Our calling, 
andification (as to the beginnings of it) or con- 
erſton (which are but the ſame rrung, under dif- 
ut a _ 


'S N/takes avout Conver ton. 
link im the golden chain, faſined to ele&ion at the 


one end, and glorification at the other, Rom. 8. 30 ** 


2 Thef. 2.13, 1Pet.1.2. The filver cord may not þ 
broken, nor the connexion between ſanctificatic 
and ſalyation, between grace and glory, impiouſ]; 
violated, Matth. 5.8.- It we were indeed begotten 
again, it is to an inheritance incorruptible, reterve!di 
17 heaven for us, and the divine power 1s engagedi# 
to keep us for 1t, 1 Pet. 1.5. And if the very rege- 
nerate may periſh at laſt in their fins, we will no 
more ſay, that he that is born of God, his ſeed re. 
maineth in him, and that he cannot fin, 1 Foh. 3 9. 
2, 6, unto death, nor that it is 1impoſlible to deceive 
the very Eleft, Marth. 24. 24. 

And indeed, were this true, then we need look no 


farther to ſee our names written in heaven,than on-M : 


ly to ſearch the Regiſter, and ſee whether we were 
baptized : Then I would keep the Certificate of my 


Baptiſm, as my faireſt evidence for heaven, andill* 


ſhould come by aſſurance of my gracious ſtate, with 
a wet finger: Then men ſhould do well tocarry but 
a'Certificate of their Baptiſm, under the Regiſter's 
' hand, when they died, (as the Philoſopher would 
be buried with the Biſhop's Bond in his hand, which 
he had given him, for receiving fiis aims in anorner 
world ;) and upon ſight of this, there were no 

doubt of their admiſſion into heaven. 
In ſhort, if there be no more neceſlary to conver- 
fign or regeneration, than to be turned to the Chri- 
f1an Religion, or to be baptized in infancy, this will 
fly directly in the face of that Scripture, Matth. 7. 14. 
as well as multitudes or others. For firſt, We will 
then no more lay, ftrait is the gate, and narrow # the 
»4y ; for if all that are baptized,and of true Religion, 
arefayed, the door is become heavenly wide, and 
we will henceforth ſay, Wide is the gate,and broad 
6 the way that leadeth unto lite ; for if this bet Hr 
way 
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Ewho'c Parithes, yea whole Countries, and whole 
(ingdoms may go in a breaſt, and we willnofmore 
each, that the righteous is ſcarcely ſaved, or that 
here is need of ſuch a ſtir in taking the Kingdom of 
caven by violence, and ſtriving to enter in; Sure- 
ly if the way be ſo eafie as many make it, that there 
15 little more neceſfary, than to be regenerated in . 
our baptiſm, and cry God mercy, and be abſolved - 
11 noffÞſÞy the Miniſter at our end; 'tis more ado thanneeds - 
1 re, to put our ſelyes to ſuch running, and ſeeking, and 
Wknocking, and fighting, and wreſtling. as the word - 
ive <quires as neceſſary to Salvation. Secondly, it 
this be true, we will nomore ſay, Few there be that 
nd it ; yea we will rather ſay, Few there be that miſs 
jt: we will no more ſay, that of the many that are - 
alled, bus few are choſen, Mat. 22.14. and that: 
ven of the profeſling Iſrael, bt a remnant ſhall be [4- 
ved, Rom. 11. 5, If this Doctrine be true, we will - 
not ſay any more with the Dilciples, ho then ſhall 
"has be {zved? but rather who then ſhall not be ſaved? 
Then if a man becalled a brother, (that is a Chri- 
fian) and be baptized, though he be a fornicator, 
hich 2 railer, Or covetous, Or a drunkard, yet he 
, Wthall mheric che Kingdom of God, 1 Cor. 5.11, 
I Cor. 6.9, 19. 

But the Arminian will reply ; ſuch as thefe,though 
they did receive regenerating grace 1n Baptilm, are 
Þ. fince fallen away, and muſt be renewed again, or : 
- oy elle they cannot be ſaved. 
wh Llanſwer, 1+ That there isan infallible connexion 
- 14. between regeneration and ſalvation, as we have al- 
will ready ſhewed, and 1 itch to be farther evidencing, 


5 100 WY bat char 'ris againft defigned brevity. 2. Then men 
yy muſt be born again,which carries a great deal of ab- 
has” turdity in its very face. And why may not men be 
COR twice born in nature, as well as in grace? Why not 
ole LO Aran abſardity to be twice regenerated as to bs -. 
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ewice generated ? But z. and above all, This grants 
hewever the thing I contend for, that what ever 
men do, or pretend to receive in baptiſm, if they 
bz found afterwards to be groſly ignorant, or pro- 
fane, or formal, without the power of godlineſs, 
they muſt be born again, orelte be ſhut out of the 
Wingdom of God. $o then they muſt have mare 
$0 plead for theraſelves, than their baptiſmal rege- 
acration. 

Well, in this you ſeeall are agreed, that be it 
more or leſs that is received in baptiſm, if (when 
men come to years) they areevidently unſanified, 
they muſt be renewed again by a through and pow- 
erful change, or elſe they cannot eſcape the damna- 
tion of Hell. Friendsand Brethren, be not deceived, 
God is not mocked ; Gel. 6. 7. Whether it be your 
baptiſm, or whatever elſe that you pretend, I tell 
you from the living God, that if any of you be a 
prayerleſs perſon, Foh. 15. 14 or unglean. or ma- 
licious, or covetous, or riotous, or a ſcoffer, or a 
lover of evil company, Prov. 13. 20. in a word, if 
you arenot holy, ftrit and ſelt-denying Chriſtians, 
Heb. 12.14. Mat. 16. aa þ dey mar be ſaved, ex- 
cept you be transformed by a further work upon 
you, and renewed again by repentance. 

Thus I have ſhewed, that 1t 15s not enough to evi- 
dence a man to be regenerate,that he hath been bap- 
trzed, effeRual grace not neceflarily accompanyir 
baptiſm, as ſome have vainly aſſerted. But I uft 
ani{wer one Objection before I paſs. ; 

Obje#, The Sacraments do certainly attain their 
ends, where man doth not ponere objicem,or lay fome 
ebfrudtiqn, which infants do not. 

Sok 1 anſwer, 1s not the end of Baptiſm torege- 
acrate, 1. Becauſe then there would be no reaſon, 

' why #t ſhould be confined only to the ſeed of Belie- 
x&s; for both. the Law of God and the NOT of 


F 
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harity, requires us to uſe the means of conyerſion 
or all, as far as wecan have opportunity. Were 
his true, no ſuch charity as to catch the childten of 
urks and Heathens, and baptize them, and diſpatch 
hem to heaven out of hand;like the bloody wretches 
hat made the poor Proteſtants (to ſave their lives) 
0 ſwear they weuld come to Maſs, and that they 
ould never depart from it, and then put them 
forthwith to death, ſaying, They would hang them 
ile in 4 good mind. 2. Becauſe it preſuppoſeth re- 
zeneration, and therefore cannot be intended to con- 
ferit. Inall the expreſs inſtances in Scripture, we 
find that baptiſm doth ſuppoſe their repenting, be- 
1eving, receiving the Holy Ghoſt, A#.8.37. 4.2.38. 
and 10. 47. Mark 16. 16, And to imagine, that ba-' 
tiſm was inſtituted for an end of which not one of- 
he firſt ſubjetts was capable (for they were all adulc 
perſons, and ſuppoſed to have faith and repentance 
according as they profeſſed, and their children'wer© 
ot baptized till after them, in their right) were no; 
little abſurdity. Were this doctrine true, baptiſm 
ould make diſciples ; but we find it doth beſpeak 
hem ſuch before-hand; Matth. 28.19. 3; Becauſe 
Baptiſm, being but a ſeal of the Covenant, cannot 
onvey the benefits, but according to the tenour of 
he Covenant, to which it is ſet. 

Now the Covenant 1s conditional, therefore the- 
al conveys conditionally. TheCovenant requires: 
faith and repentance, as the condition of the grand: 
denefits, pardon, and life, As 16.31. and 3. Ig. 

\nd what the Covenant doth not convey, but upon: 
heſe conditions, the Seal cannot. So that Baptiſm: 
oth preſuppoſe faith and repentance m the ſ®bject; 
thout which, it neither doth, nor can convey the 
wing benefits ; otherwiſe the Seal ſhould” convey: 
ontrary to the tenour of the Covenant to whucit 1t: 
 alpxed; 
3+ Is 
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3. It lies not in 4 moral righteouſneſs. This exceeds 
not.the righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, 
and therefore cannot bring us to the Kingdom of 
God, Matth. 5. 29. Paul, while unconverted, touch- 
ing the righteouſneſs which is in the Law. blameleſs, 
Philip. 3.6. None could ſay, Black is thine eye. The 


Selt-juſticiary could ſay, I am no Extortioner, Adyl- | 


rerer, Ynjuſt, 8c. Luke 18. 11. Thou muſt have ſome- 
thing more than all this to ſhew, or elſe (however 
thou mayeſt juftifie thy ſelf) God will condemn 
thee. I condemn not morality, but warn you not 
to reſt here: Piety includes morality, as Chriſtiani- 
ty doth humanity, and grace reaſon ; but we muſt 
not divide the tables, 

4. It conſiſt s not in an external conformity to the rules of 
piety. "Tis too maniteft, men may have a form of 
gcdlineſs, without the power, 2 Tim. 3.5. Men may 
pray long, Matth. 23. 14- and faft often, Lake 18. 12. 
and hear gladly, Mark 6.20. and be very forward 
inthe ſervice of God, though coftly and expenfive, 
T{4- 3:11. and yet be ſtrangers to converfron. They 
muſt have more to plead tor themſelves, than that 
they keep their Church, and give alms, and make uſe 
of prayer to prove themlelyes found Converts. No 
pufward ſervice, but an hypocrite may do it ; even 
tothe giving all his goods tothe poor, and his mem- 
bers to the fire, 1 Cor. 13. 3. | 

5. It lies not in the chaining up of corruption, by edy- 
cation, humane laws, 0r the force of incumbent affliion. 
"Tis too common and eaſie, to miſtake education for 
grace; bur if this were enough, who a better man 
thari Fehoaſh > While Febojadab his uncle lived, he was 
very. forward in God's fervice,and calls upon him to 
reparr the houſe of the Lord, 2 Kings L2. 2, 7. But 

here was nothing more thaui good education all this 
while ; for when his good tutor was taken out of 
the way, he appearsto have been but a wolf chai 


mp, and falls 0n tg Idolatry, 6, It 


\ 
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6. In ſnort, it conſiſts not in illumination, 0r. convi- 
- Fion ; in a [uperfictal change, or partial riformation. 
of WAn Apoftate may be a man enlighrned, Heb.'s, 4. and 
h- Wa Felix tremble under convictions, As 24, 25. and 
is, Wa Herod amend many things, Mer.6.20. Tis one 
he W thing to have ſin alarm'd only by convictions, and 
= © another to have 1t captivated and crucified by con- 
1e- MN yerting grace. Many ,becaule they have beentroubled 
rer E in conſcience for their fins, think well of their caſe ; 
nn } miſerably miſtaking conviction for converſion. 
zot Ml With theſe Cain might have paſſed for a Convert, 
ni- E who ran up and down the world, like a man diftra- 
uſt W &ed under the rage of a guilty conſcience, till with 
building and buſineſs he had wore it away, Gen. 4. 
sof MW 13,14. Otherschink, rhat becauſe they have given 
of Woff their riotous courſes, and are broken off from 
nay Mevil company, or iome particular luſt, and reduced 
12, Wto ſobriety and civility , they are now no other 
ard W than real Converts; forgetting that there 1s a yaſt 
ive, E difference between being lan&tified, and civilized ; 
hey Wand that many ſeek to enter 1nto the Kingdom of 
hat WW Heaven, Luke 13. 24. andare not far from it, Mark 
12.34. andatrive £9 the almoſt of Chriftamty, A#s 
26.28 andyct fa lfhort atlaſt. While Conſcience 
holds the whip over tizem, many will pray, hear, 
read, and forbear their delightful fins ; but no ſoon- 
er 15 this Lion aſleep, but they are at their yomit 
again. Who more religious than the Few:, when 
God's hand was upon rhem ? Pſal. 78, 34, 35. But 
no ſooner was the affliction over, but they forgot 
God, and {hewed their Rejigion to be a fitr, Yer, 
36, 27. Thou mayeſt have d1{torged a troubleſome 
Iin, tiat will not fit inthy fomach, and have eſcaped 
thoſe groſs pollutions of the world, and yer not 
have changed thy ſwinilh nature all the while, 2 Per, 
2. 2, 22, 
gu may caft the lead out of the rude mals, into 


the 
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the more comely proportion of a plant, and then 
into the ſhape of a beaſt, and thence into the form 
and features of a man ; but all the whileit 1s but lead 
ſtill. So a man may paſs through divers tranſmu- 
tations, from ignorance to knowledge, from pro- 
faneneſs to civility, thence to a form of Religion ; 
' andall this while he is but carnal and unregenerate, 
# while hisnature remains unchanged. 

' Application. Hear then, O funners, hear as you would 
live ; fo come and hear ; Tſa. 55. 3. Why would you fo 
wilfully deceive your ſelves, or build your ho 
upon the ſand 2 I know he ſhall find hard work of it, 
that goes to pluck away your hopes. It cannot but 
be ungrateful to you, and truly 1615s not pleaſing to 
me. I ſetaboutit as a Surgeon, when to cut off a 
putrified member from his well beloved friend ; 
which of force he muft do, but with an aking heart, 
a pitiful eye, a trembling hand. But underſtand 
me, Brethren, I am only taking down the ruinous 
houſe, (which will otherwiſe ſpeedily fall of it ſelf, 
and bury you in the rubbiſh,) that I may build fair, 
and ftrong, and firm, for ever. The hope of the 
wicked ſhall periſh, if God be true of his word, 
Prov. 11, 7. and wert not thou better, O ſinner, 
to let the word convince thee now in time, and let 
go thy faiſe and ſelf-deluding hopes, than to have 
death too late to open thine eyes, and find thy ſelf 
in hell, before thou art aware? I ſhould be a falſe 
and faithleſs Shepherd, if 1 ſhould not tell you, that 
you who have built your hopes upon no better 
grounds, than theſe fore-mentioned, are yet in 
your fins. Let your conſcience ſpeak ; What 1s it 
that you have to plead for your ſelves? Is 1t that 

| you wear Chriſt's livery ? that you bear his Name? 

. that you are of the viſible Church ? that'you have 
knowledge in the points of Religion ? are civilized, 
p:rform religious duties, are.juft in your — S, 

" 
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have been troubled in conſcience for your fins? I 
tell you from the Lord, theſe pleas will never be 
accepted at God's Bar. All this, though good m ir 
ſelf, will not prove you converted, and fo will not 
ſuffice to your ſalvation. Oh look about you, and 
bethink your ſelves of turning ſpeedily and ſoundly, 
t to praying, and to reading, and ſtudying your 
own hearts ; reft not, ti]] God hath made thorough 
4 KEwork with you; for you muſt be other men, or 
» Kclſe you are loſt men. 
'$ But if theſe be ſhort of Conyerſion, what ſhall I 
ay of the profane ſinner ? It may be, hewill ſcarce 


it caft his Eyes, or lend his Ears to this diſcourſe. But 
o KW there be any ſuch reading, or within hearing, he 
a uſt know from the Lord that made him, that he is 


ar from the Kingdom of God. May a man be civi- 


tt, Wized, & not converted ? where then ſhall the Drun- 
1d ard, and Glutton appear? May a man keep compa- 

s F'y with the wiſe Virgins, and yetbe ſhut gut > Shall 

f ot a companion of Fools much-more be deſtroyed? 
ir, Wr0v. 13. 20. May a man be true and juſtin his deal- 
he {Wng, and yet not bejuſtified of God? What then will 
rd, {Wecome of thee,O wretched man, whoſe conſcience 
er, Ws thee thou art falſe in thy trade,and falſe of thy 
let {Wvord, and makelt thy advantage by a lying tongue? 
ve Wt imen may beenlightned, & brought to the perfor- 
elf ance of holy duties,and yet go down to perdition, 
Ilſe Wor reſting in them and fitting down on this fide of 
hart {Wonverſion; what will become of you, O miſerable 
ter Wamilies, that live as without God in the world? and 

in WW you, O wretched finners, with whom God is 
s it {care in all your thoughts : that are ſo ignorant, 
hat Moat you cannot, or ſo careleſs, that you willnot 
ne? {Wray? O repent and be converted; break off your 
ave M's by righteouineſs ; away to Chriſt for pardoning 
ved 1 renewing grace : give up your ſelves to him,ta 
Ags.: than; him in holmneſs, or elſe you ſhall never 
ha Ke: 
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ſee God. Oh that you would take the warnings of 
God. In his name I once more admoniſh - you. 
Turn you at my reproof, Prov. 1.23. Forſake the 
fooliſh,and live, Prov. 9.6. Be ſober, righteous, god- 
ly,Tit. 2. 12. Waſh your hands, you ſinners, purifie 
your hearts, ye double minded, Fam. 4.8. Ceaſe to 
do. evil, karn to do well, Iſa. 1. 16, 17. But if you 
will on, you muſt die, Exek. 33.11. 


Chap.II. Shewing poſitively whatConver ſion 35, 


May not leave you with your eyes half open, as 
he that ſaw men as trees walking, Mark 8. 24. 

The word 1s profitable for Do&trine, as well as e 
reproof ; 2 Tim. 3. 16. Andtherefore having thus W* * 
far conducted you by the ſhelves and rocks of to h 
many dangerous miſtakes, 1 would guide you at WM,” 
length into the Harbour of truth. 

Converſſbn then (in ſhort) lies, in the thorow 
change both of the heart, and life. I thall briefly G 
deſcribe it in 1ts nature and caules. | 

1. The Author, it is the ſpirit of God ; and therefore {MS 
it is called the {anCtification of the ſpirit; 2 The/, MY 
2. 13. and the renewing of the holy Ghoſt, Tir. 3. 5. 
Yet not excluding the other Pertons in the Tri- 
nity : For the Apoſtle teacheth us, to bleſs the fa- 
ther of our Lord Jelus Ci:rift, for that he hath be-' 
gotten us again ; 1 Pet. 1, 3. and Chriſt 1s ſaid to 
give repentance to 1/rael ; AF. 5.31. and 1s called 
the everlaſting Father; 1/4. 9. 6, and we his ſeed, 
and the Children which God hath given him, Heb. 
2.13. Tſa.53. 10, O blefled Birth ! Seven Cities 
contended for the Birth of Homer : but the whole 
Trimty fa thers the new creature. Yet 1s this work 
principally aſcribed to the Holy Ghoſt, and fo we 
are {aid to be born of the Spirit, Feb. 3. 8. & 


So then it 15 a work above men's power. wo : 
PYb7 
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born, not of the will of the fleſh, nor of the will of” 

man; but of God, Foh. 1.13. Never think thou 
Wcanft convert thy felf : 1t ever thou wouldft be ſave- 
© Wingly converted, thou muſt deſpair of doing it in 


i Whine own trenath, Fer.13. 18, It 18a reſurrection 
1 Wfrom the dead, Kev. 20. 5. Eph. 2.1. a new creation, 
oO BG/.6. 15. Eph. 2.10. a work of abſolute omnipe- 
Ju 


ency, Eph.1.19. Are thefe out of the reacn of hu- 

ane power ? [It thou haſt no more thanthou hadſt 
by thy firſt birth, a good nature, a meek and chafte 
5, WMeemper, &c. tnou arta very ſtranger to true Con- 
verſion. This 1s a ſupernatural work. 


” 2, The moving Cauſe i Internal, or External, 

73 The Internal mover % only free grace, Not by works 
ir - ot righteouſneſs which we haye done ; but of his 
7 (Own mercy he layed us = by the renewing of 


he Holy Ghoſt, Tit. 3.5. Of his own will begat 


| eus, Fam. 1, Weare choſen and called unto ſan- 
ow fication, not forit, Eph. r, 4. | 
f God finds nothing in a man to turn his heart, but 
_ to turn his ſtomach ; enough to provoke his loath- 
_ 1 nothing to provoke his love. Look back upon 
-hel ky felf, O Chriſtian: Take up thy verminous rags: 
' {-ook upon thy ſelf inthy blood, Exek. 16. 6 Oh,re- 
33 ett upon iny fvinyh nature, thy filthy (will, thy 
fa. once beloved mire, 2 Per. 2. Canſt thou think, with- 
Le. out loathing, of thy trough and draugh? Open thy 
to Þ*pulchre, Matth. 23. 27. Art thon ſtruck almoſt 
led Weald with the heliſh damp? Behold thy putrid 
zed, oul, thy loathſome members. O ſtench unluffer- 
Heb, 1, if thou doft but ſenfe thy own putrifation ! 
iries 14-14 3. Behold thy ghaſtly viſage, thy crawling 
hole its, thy ſlime and corruption, Do not thine 
vork 29 Ctoaths abhor thee? Fob 9. 31, How then 
\ we (£29ud holineſs and purity love thee > Be aftoniſh- 


If, Who but muſt needs cry, Grace! Grace! 


f heavens, at this; be moved, O earth, Fer. 
% Zech, 
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Zech. 4.7. Kear and bluſh, you children of the Moft 
high: O you unthankful Generation ! that free 
Grace 18 no more in your mouths, in your thoughts ; Wart 
no more adored, admired, commended by ſuch as 
you. One would think you ſhould be nothing but 
praiſing and admiring God, whatever you are. How 
can you makea ſhift to forget ſuch grace, or to paſs 
It over with a ſlight and ſeldom mention? What 
but free Grace ſhould move God to love you, unleſs 
enmity could do it, or deformity could doit, unleis 
yomit or rottenneſs could do it > How affectionate- 
ly doth Perer lift up his hands? Bleſſed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, who of his abundant mer- 
& hath begotten ws again, 1 Pet. 1.3. How feelingly 
doth Paul magnifie the free mercy of God in 1t ? 
God, who % rich in mercy, for bk eveat love wherewith 
be loved us, bath quickned 1 together with Cirift ; by 3. 
grace 1e are ſeved, Eph. 2. 4, 5. T 
/ The external Myver k the merit and interceſſion of the Wo c 
bleſſed Feſus He hath obtained gifts for the rebel- Win; 
hous, P/al- 68. 18. and through him it4s, that God Wand t 
worketh in us what is well pleaſing in his fight, Heb. WO! 
13.21. Through him are all ſpiritual blefiings be= Fre d 
ſtowed upon us 1n heavenly things, Eph. 1. 3. Hein- Df th 
terceedeth for the EleQ that believe net, Fob. 17. 20, {Wer C 
Every Convert 1s the fruit of his travel, Iſa. 53. 11. Wd an 
Oh, never was Infant born into the world with that Wd yo 
difficulty that Chrift endured for us! How empha- IW7. 2: 
tically he groaneth in his travail! All the pains that War (] 
he ſuffered on his Croſs, they were our birth- pains, Wnd « 
Aﬀs 2. 24. &Jwa;, the pulls and throws that Chriſt File 
endured for us. He is made ſan&iification to us, Whon 
1 Cor. 1. 30, He ſandtified himſelf (that 1s, ſerapart Wou a 
himſelf as a ſacrifice) that we may be ſanCtified, Fob. 
17.19, We are ſanified through the offering of 
his Body once for all, Heb. 10. 10. ; 
Tis nothing then without his own ates { 
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| Wthe merit and interceſſion of Chrift, that prevails - 
2 KEwith God to beſtow an us converting grace.[f thou 
3 Wart a new creature,thou knoweſt to =. 4.4 thou ow- 
S Meſtit, to Chriſts pangs and prayers. Hence the na- 
t Mural affection of a believer to Chriſt. The Foal 
v {doth not more naturally run after the Dam,nor the 
's MSuckling to the Dugs,than a Believer to Jeſus Chrift. 


\nd whither elſe ſhouldft thou go ? If any in the 
orld can ſhew that for thy heart that Chriſt can, 
let them carry it. Doth Satan put in, doth the 
orld court thee ? Doth fin ſue for thy heart ? 
Vhy, were thele crucified for thee ? 1 Cor. 1. 13. 
Chriftian, love and ſerve the Lord wrilft thou 
haſta Being. Donoteven the Publicans love thoſe 
hat love them > And ſhew kindneſs to them that 
are kind to them ? Met. 5.46, 47. 

by 3. The Inflrument k either Perſonal, or Re4!. 

Tie perſonal is the Miniſtry. TI have begotten you 
te Wo Chriſt through the Goſpel. 1 Cor. 4. 15. Chriſt's 
el- W-inilters are they that are ſent to open mens eyes, 
od {nd co turn them to Go4, A. 26. 18. 


eb. MW Ounthankful World, little do you know what you 
Y-- redoing, while you are perſecuting the Meſſengers 
in- Wt the Lord. Theſe are they whoſe buſineſs 15 (un- 
20, Wer Chriſt) to ave you. Whom have you reproach- : 
11. 4 and blaſphemed > Againſt whom have you exalt- | 
hat {Wd your voice, and lifted your eyes on high ? Iſa. 
ha- W7. 23. Theſe are the ſervants of the moſt high God 
hat Mat ſhew unto you the way of ſalvation, AF. 16. 17. 
ns, (Id do you thus requite them, O fooliſh and un- 
rift Wile? Deur. 32.6. O Sons of ingratitude, againſt 
as, {Whom do you ſport your ſelves?againſt whom make 
part Wou a wide mouth, & draw out the tongue? I. 57. 34+ 
Fob. FWheſe are the Inſtruments that God uſerh to convert 
: of ſave you, and do you ſpit in the face of your 


ayſicians, and throw your Pilots over-board ? Fa- 
| wa ifreive them, for they know not what they a 
= (1 


6 | 


. 
. 


” them haſt thou quickned me, . Pſal. 119. 93. YouſWi. x 
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| : le 
The Inſtrument Real is the word: We were begotten WI 1. 
by the word of truth : This is it that enlightens the P, 


eyes, that convertecn the ſoul, Pſal. r9. 7,8. that th 
maketh wiſe to ſalvation, 2 Tim. 3.15. This 1s tre MW ©, 
incorruptible ſeed, by which we are born again, Wl ., 
1 Pet. 1.23, It we are waſhed, 'tis by the word, the 
Eph. 5. 26. if we are ſandtified, 'cis through the I 
truth, Fobn 17. 17. This generates faith, and rege- iſ (,- 
nerates us, Rom. 10. 17. Fam. 1.18. thy 

O ye Saints, how ſhould you love the word ? for WW p;, 
by this you have been converted : O ye ſinners, i the 
how ſhould you ply the Word ? for by this you MM &qc 
muſt be converted : Noother ordinary means but i þar 
this. You that have feltits renewing power, mae i , 
much of it while you live, be for ever thankful tor I 9,7 
it. Tie1t about your Necks, write it upon your WW pre 
hands,lay it in your boſoms, Pro. 6. 2 1, 22. When you Ware 
go letit lead you, when you ſicep let it xeep you; Mhim 
when you wake lerit talk with you : Say with h®!y Wrhe: 
David, 1 will never forget thy precepts, for by Wing 


that are unconverted, read the word with diligence, 
flock to it, where powerfully preached, fill the 
porches, as the mulutude of the impotent, blind, 
halr, withered,waiting for the moving of tke water, 
Fohn 5.3. Pray for the coming of the ſpirrt 1n the 
word, Come cff thy Knees to the Sermon ; and 
come to thy Knees from the S2rmon. The {eed dot! 
not proſper, becauſe not watered by prayers and 
tears, nor covered by meditat:on. 

4. The final cauſe is mans Salvation,and Gas giory 
We are choſen througa lanCtification to iaJvation 
2 The|. 2.13. Called that we might be glorified, RAY 
8. 30. buteſpeciaily, that God might be glorifics 
Iſ2. 60. 21+ that we ſhould ſkew forth his prails, 
1 Pet. 2. 9. and be fruittul in good works, Col. Þ 1% 
© Cirriſtian,do not forget the end of thy Call 
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let thy light ſhine, Mat. 5. 16- Letthy Lamp bu 
let thy Fruits be good, and many, and in ſeaſpn, 
Pſal. 1.3. Ter all thy defigns fall in with' Gods, 
at WW that he may be inagrufied in thee, Phil. i. 20. Why 
© Wl ſhould Go! repent that he hath made theea Chriſti- 
1, WF an, as in the tine ofthe old world, that he made 
', them men> Gen. 6.6. Why ſhou!dſt thou be an eye- 
nc WF ſore in his Orchard, Iuke 7 by thy unfruitfulneſs?2 
:c- I or a ſon that cauſeth ſhame, as it were a grief to 
thy father, and a bitterneſs to her that bare thee ? 
for Wl Prov. 17. 25. Prov. 10. 5. O let the Womb bleſs 
rs, Wl thee that bare thee, Prov. 17. 21. He that begets a 
'OU Wl foo! doth 1t to his ſorrow ; and the father of a fool 
Ut hath no joy. 
ac0 # The ſubjed# is the ele ſinner. and that in all his 
ror i parts and powers, members, and mind. Whom God 
our Bl predeſtinates, them only he cails, Kom. 8. 30, None 
you WW are drawn to Chriſt by thetr calling, nor come ta 
ou; Whimby believing, but his Sheep, thote whom the fa- 
10!y Wther hath given him, Fobn 6. 37, 44. EffeRual cal- 
ling runs parallel] with eternal eleftion, 2 Per. 
I. 10, 

Thou beginneft at the wrong end, if thou diſpus 
tet firſt about thine election. Prove thy Converfi- 
dn, and then never doubt of thine eletion. Or 
anſt thou not yet prove it ? Set upon a preſent and 
horough turning. Whatever God's purpoſes be,, 
which are fecret)I am fure his promiſes are plain. 
How defperately do rebels argue. It I am elected 
[ ſhall be ſaved, do whar I will ; if not, I ſhall be 
damned, do what I can. Perverſe finner, wilt thou 
degin where thou ſhouldeſt end? Is not the word be- 
ore thee > What ſaith 1t? Repent and be converted, 
"at your ſins may be blotted ont, As 3.19. If you mor- 
ifie the deeds of the body, you ſhalt live, Rom. $. 13. Be=- 
teve and be faved, Aﬀs 16. 31. What can be plainer? 
Do fiot ſtand ſill, diſputing abguz thine elefti- 


— 
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en, but ſet to repenting and believing. Cry to God 
for converting grace. Revealed things belong to 
thee,in-theſe buſie thy ſelf. Tis juſt (as one well ſaid) 
that they that will net feed on the plain food of the 
word, ſhould be choaked with the bones. Whatever 
Gods purpoſes be, I am ſure his promiſes be true. What- 
ever the decrees of Heaven be, I am ſure, that if 
repent and believe I ſhall be ſaved; and that if I re. 
pent not,I ſhall be damned.Is not here plain ground 
tor thee ? and wilt thou yet run upon the rocks 2 

More particularly, this change of converſion pal: 
ſes throughout in the whole ſubjeft. A carnal per- 
ſon may have ſome Shreds of good morality, 1 
little near the Ii, but he 1snever goed throughout 
the whole cloth, the whole my of Holineſs and 
Chriftianity; Feel him a little further near the ridge 
and you ſhall ſee him to be bur a deceitful piece. 
Converſion 1s no repairing of the old buildirg, 
but it takes all down, and eres a new ſtructure: 
It 1s not the putting in a patch, or ſowing on a lif 
of holineſs; but with the true conver, holine 
15 woven into all his powers, princples, and pra 
ice. The ſincere Chriſtian 1s guite anew fabrick, 
from the Foundation to the Top-ftone, all fire-new 
He 1s a new man, Eph. 4.24. a new creature. 
things are become new, 2 Cor. 5. 17. Converſion y 
a deep work ; a heart work, A. 2. 37. and 6.14 
it turns all upſide down, and makes a man be in 
new ward. It goes throughout with Men, through 
out the Mind, throughout the Members, throug 
out the Motions of the whole Lite, 

1. Throughout the Mind. It makes an univerld 
change within. Firſt, 1t turns the ballance of ths. 
judgment, ſo that God and his Glory do wei 
down all carnaland worldly intereft, A. 20. 2 
Phil. 1.20. Pſal. 73.25. It opens the eye af tit 
ming, and makes the Scales of its Native Ignoyand 
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to fall off, and turns men from darkneſs to light, 
Aﬀ#s5 26.18, Eph.5.8. 1 Pet.2.9, The manthat before 
ſaw no danger in his condition, now concludes him- 
ſelt loft, and for ever undone, As 2. 37, except 
renewed by the power of Grace. He that formerly 
thought there was httle hurt in ſin, now comes to 
ſee it to be the chief of evils; he ſees the unreaſon- 
ableneſs, unrighteouſne(s, the deformity and filthi- 
neſs that is in fin; ſo that he 1s affrighted with ir, 
loaths it. dreads it, flies it, and even abhors himſelf 
for it, Rem. 7.15. Fob 42.6. Exck. 36.31. He that 
could ſee little fin in himſelf, and could find no mat- 
ter for confeſſion (as 1t was ſaid of that learned Ig- 
noramus Bz-llarmine, who, it ſeems, while he knew 
ſo much abroad, was a miſerable ſtranger to himſelf) 
that when he was to be confeſſed by the Prieſt, could 
not remember any thing to confeſs ; but was fain to 
run back to the fins of his youth: I ſay, he that 
could not find matter for confeſſion, unlels it were 
ſome few grols and ſtaring evils, now fin reviveth 
with him, Rom. 7. 9. he ſees the rottenneſs of his 
heart, and deſperate and deep pollution of his whole 
nature : he cries, unclean, unclean, Levit. 13.45. 
Lord, purge me with Hyſfop, waſh me throughly, 
create 1n me a new heart, Pſz!. 51. 2,7, 10. He ſees 
himſelf altogether become filthy, P/al. 14. 3. cor- 
rupt, both root and tree, Matth.7. 17,18. hewrites 
unclean upon all his parts and powers, and perfor- 
ances, Iſa. 64.6. Kom. 7.18. He diſcovers the 

uty corners that he was never aware of, and fees 
he blaſphemy, and theft, and murder, and adultery 
hat is in his heart, which before he was ignorant 
. Heretofore he ſaw no form nor comelineſs in 
hriſt, no beauty, that he ſhou!d defire him ; but 
2£0w he finds the hid treaſure, and will (ell all, 
\c tells this field. Chriſt 1s the pearl he ſeeks, fin 
puddle he loaths. 


” 


Now 


SI, 
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\, Nov, according to thisnew light, the man is of a- 
nother mind,another judgment,than before he was : 


Now God 1s all with him, he hath none in heaven, 
nor in earth, like him, Pſal. 73. z5. He prefers him 
truly before all the world : his favouris tus life; the 
1'ght of his countenance 1s more than corn, or wine, 
and oil, (the good that he formerly enquired after, 
and ſet his heart upon, Pl. 4. 6, 7.) Now, let all 
the world be ſet on one fide, and God alone on the 


> other : Let the Harlot put on her paint and gallant- 


ry, and preſent her ſelf to the ſoul (as when Satan 
would have tempted our Saviour with her) in all 
the glory of her Kingdoms, yet the Soul will not fall 
down and worſhip her, but will prefer a naked, yea 
acrucihed, periecuted Chriſt before her, Ph11p. 3.8, 
I Cor. 2,2. Not but that a hypocrite may come to 
yield a general aflent to thts, that God is the chuef 

o0d : yea, the wiler Heathens (ſome few of them) 

ave at lat fumbled upon this ; but there ts a Gif- 
ference between the ablolute,and comparative judg- 
ment of the underſtanding. No hypocrite com 
far, as to iook upon God as the moſt deſirable and 
ſuitable good to him, and thereupon toacquielce n 
him, This was the Convert's voice, The Lord 4s my 
portion, [aith my ſou! : Whom have I in h:aven but thee? 
and there + none upon earth, that I defire befides thee; 
God i the ftreng:h of my heart, and my portion for ever- 
Plal. 73. 25,26. Lam 3. 24. 

Secondly,Tt turns the bya(s of the Will, both as to means 
and end, (1.) The intention 6f the Will & altered, Ezek. 
26. 26, Jer. 31-33. Elay 26. 8,9. Now the mai 

iath new ends, and defigns: Now he intends God 
above all, and defires and defigns nothing in all the 
world ſo much, as that Chriſt may be magnified 1 


tim, Philip. 1. 20. He accounts himſelf more happy | 
in this, than in all that the earth could yield, that 
may be ſerviceable to Chriſt, and bring him 


glor) 
\ "el . 


[pends-intheexeraſes of þ Gels; the 
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in his generation. This is the mark he aims ar, ' 


that the name of Jefus may be great 1n the world; 


and that all the 
to this ſheaf.-- '- 
Reader, Doſt thou view. this, and never ask thy 
ſelf, whether it be thus with thee 2 Paule a while, 
and breathe on this great concernment. | 
2- The Ele#ion alſo ks changed, 1o that he chuſeth 
another way, Pſal. 119. 13. He pitcheth upon God, 
as his bleſſedneſs ; and upon Chrift, as the principal ; 
and holineſs, as the ſubordinate means to bring Lit 
to. God; Fob. 14. 6. Rom. 2-7. He chuſeth Jeſus for 
his Lord, Col. 2. 6. He is not merely -forced uito 
Chrift by the ftorm, nor doth he take Chrift for 
bare neceflity ; as the man begged from the gallows, 
when he takes the wife, rather thanthe halter ; bur 
he comes off freely in-the choice. This ,match 4s 
nct made ina fright;as with the terrified conſcgence, 
or dying finner,: that- will ſeemingly do any thing 
for Chriſt, bijt-doth only take Chrift, rather than 
hell'; bat he deliberately reſolves, that Chriſt is his 
beſt chaxce, Philip, r. 23- and would rather have him 
to chuſe, than all the good of this world, . might he 
enjoy it while he would. ': Again, He takes holineſs 
for his path ; he. doth not, out of mere neceſſity, 
ſubraic to it, but; he likes and loyes 1t: I have choſen 


eaves of his brethren may bow 


| the Way of thy precepts, Pſal.1 i9.173. He takes God's 


teftimorues, not as his bondage, but as his heritage; 
yea, his heritage for ever, v- -11 1. -Hg counts them 
not his burthen, but his bliſs 3 not his cords, but. lus 
cordials, 1 Fdb. 5.3. Pfat. 19. 14,16, 17, He doth 
not only bear; but take up Chriſt's yoaks He takes 
not holineſsas the Romagch doth the laathed potion, 
which it will down with, rather than die, DUSSS 
hungry doe ro belong Rope: 22 Ame Wy , 
weetly wi rtheis himſelf) as that 

area i 

ailments, 


- 
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. lirgent, and element ; the deſire of his eyes, an 

-the joy of his heart, Fob 23. 10. Pſa, 119. 82, 'r3 
162,174. Pſal. 63.5, 

Put thy conſcience to it as thou ga »whe 


4 WE 
thou art the man : O happy man, 1_thi betky caſe 
But fee thou be therow and —_— intheſeard 


le run all 


Phi. 3.8. here his 
contented to caſt 


DEOFRESE On mn wa... 


AIC 


| corruptions 
meaſures of grace, ſuch fellowſhip 
- Iwere poor and deſpiſed, I{hould not care, I ſhou 
- account my ſelf a blefſed man. Reader, 1s this! 
; of thy foul»  \ | 
rare changed. He rejoiceth in the ways 
monies, as much as in all riches, Pſet.1! 
T4. He oo the Law of the Lord, whe 
-\- "one he had little favour. | He hath no ſuch jou, 
- "in thOngy of Chet, the fruition of hus 0 
-patly, the profperity of 'his' people. 
Pp Serge quite 8/tered. He was once ferfort 


World, and any We T time,nothing (tos of. ' 
en) was far his ſoul. Now he gives over ca- 
ring for the ſets his heart on 
Now 8/l the cry is, #hat fball T doto be ſaved? Aﬀs 
16.30, His ſo iszhow to fecure his ſoul. 
Oh! how he would bleſs you), if you could but pur 
him out of doubt of thus ! 
Foy peu yoke | ph! 
ning, Heb. 11. 25, 27.Once he was a! | 
ſo muchas the laſs of his eftate, or eſteem;the plea 
ſure,of friends, the frownsof the great : Nothi 
founded ſo terrible to him as pain,or poverty,or dil- 
grace. Now theſe are little to him,an compariſon of 
God's _ or diſpleaſure, How. warily doth he 
walk, left he ſhauld tread on a ſnare? He feareth al- 
way, he looks before and behind ; he hath his eye 
upon his heart, and is often cafting over his ſhoulder, 
lethe thould be overtaken with fin, Pſal. 39. 1. Pro. 
28, 14. Eccl. 2. 14. It kills his heart torhink of lofing 
Gods favour ; this he dreads as his only undoing, 
Plab 571. 11,12, Pſal.119.8. No thought in the 
world doth pinch tum, and'pain him ſo much, as ta 
think of parting with Chrift. 
tis, my This 1 
my Beloved Eh he Spouſe, Cant. 5. 18. How 
Auguſtine often pour his loves upon Chrift. O Eter« 
nel Bleſſedneſs, 8c. ER 
He can find no words ſweet enough. Let me ſee 
thee,” O light of mine eyes. Come, Othou joy of my ſpirir; 
Let me hebold thee, O the gladneſs of my heart. Let me 
love thes, © life of my ſoul. Appear unto me, 90 eat 
ight, my ſweet O-m Gol, my life, and The 
whale glary of wy ſoul. Lot me Snd thee, O deſire of my 
beart.. Let me hold thee, O leave of my ſore ;Let me embrace 
ahee,. 0 beauenly Bridegroom. Let me poſſeſs thee, 
for] © Sprrews have now / aa deer = 


_— — —— — — wp Oo GO. 
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." view of his fins; the fight of a Chriſt crucified, that 
-would- ſcarce ftir him before, now how much do 


they affect his heart! 


His hatred boils, his anger burns againſt fin, Pſa. 


I 19. 104.  Hehath no patience with himſelf ; he calls 


himſeit 'foel, and beaſt, and thinks any name roo 
good for himlielt, when his indignation 15 ſtirred up 
againit fin, Pſal. 73. 22. Prov. 30. 2, He could once 
iwill init, with too much pleaſure ; now he loaths 
the thoughr of returning to it, as much as of lick- 
1ng up the filthieft vomit. 

Commune thenwith :hine own heart, and attend 
thecommon and general current of thine affettions, 
whether it be towards God in Chriſt, above all 6 
ther concernments. Indeed, ſudden and ſtrong com- 
motions of the affeftions, and ſenſitive part, are 
oft-rimes found in hypocrites, eſpecially where the 
natural conſtitution leads thereunto ;z- and contrar- 
wile, the ſanctified themſelves are many times with- 
our-fenkbie ſtirrings. of the affe&tions, where th 


temper 15 more ſlow, dry and dull. The great Cfh 
quiry is, whether the judgment and will be Rand 
ingly determined for Gad, above all other gobd, 
teal or p o_ge' ; arid if the affeftions do ſincerely 


follow: their choice and conduct, though it be not 
fo ſtrongly and ſenfibly as is to be deſired, there i 
ro doubr but the change is ſaying. uk 
2. Throughout the members. "Thoſe that were be- 
fore the inſtruments of fin, are now become the 
holy utenſils of Chriſt's living temple, Rom: 6: 16. 
1.Cor 3. 16; Hethat before made, as it were, abaul 
or a-barrel of his body, now pollefſeth his yeſſel in 
tcation and honour, in temperance, chaftity, 
and {obriety, and dedicated to the Lord, 1-Theſ.4 4 
vse 22, 25 ICE! E- 19, 20. VE 
> eye that was Once a wandring eye, a wantol 
ey; 2 haughty, « cavetous efe,. is now ecmgloyes 
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as Mary, in weeping over her ſins, Lu: 7-33, mbes 
holding God in his works, Pſal. $. 3- 1n reading his 

ord, A. 8.30. in looking up and down for ob- 
jets of mercy, and opportunities for. his ſervice. 

The ear that was once open to Satan's call, and 
aat (like a vitiated palate) did relih notiung lo 
much as filthy, as, at leaſt, frothy talk, and theoal's 
laughter, is now bored to the door of. Chiiſts houſe, 
and open to his diſcipline: It faith, Sp? 14,,Lord, for 
thy ſervant hearetb : Tt cries with him, Feniag verbun. 
Domini, and waits for his word as the rain, and re- 
hheth them.more than the appointed food, Fob. 
23. 12. tharthe honey, and the honey-com1b, Pal, 
I9. 10. 
The head, that was the ſhop of woridly deſigns, 
15now filled with other matters, and fer on the ttu- 
dy of Ged's will, Pſal. 1. 2. and 119. 97. and the 
man beats his head, not ſo much about his gain, bur 
about his duty. The thoughts and cares that now 
fili his head are principally, how ke may pleaſe God, - 
and fly fin. | 

His heart,; that was a ſty cf fiithy luſts, 1s now 
become an altar of incenſe, where the fire of divine 
love is ever kept in, and whence the daily ſacrifice 
of prayg” and praiſes, and ſweer incenie of holy 
defires, ejaculattons , 2nJ anhelations are contr» 
nually aſcending, Pſal. 1c8. t. and 119. %o. and. 
139 17,18. 

The mouth 1s become a well of life, his tongue 
as choice filver, end his lips feed many : Now the 
lak of grace hath ſeaſoned his ſpeech, and eat out 
the corruption, Col. 4. 6. and cleanſed the mouth 
from his filthy communication, flattery, boaſting, 
raling, lying, ſwearing, back-biting, that. once 
came like the flaſhes proceeding from the hell that 
Was in the heart, Fames 3.6, 7. The throzt, that | 
Was once an open ſepulchre, Rom. 3. 13. now ſends + | 
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guage of Cenaen, and is never ſo well, as when talk- 


— and unwelcome 
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forth the ſweet Breath of Prayer,and holy Diſcourſe, 
and the mans ſpeaks in another Tongue,in the Lan- 


of God, and Chrift, and the matters of another 
World; His mouth bringeth forth Wiſdom, his 
Tongue is become the filver Trumpet of his Makers 
Praiſe, his glory, and the beſt member that he hath, 
Now here you ſhall have the Hy te halting. 
He ſpeaks it may be like an Angel, but he hath a 
covetouseye, orthe gain of unrighteouſneſs in Ins 
hand. Or the hand is white, but his heart is full 
Of rottenneſs, Mat. 23. 27. full of unmortified cares, 
a very Oven of Luft, a Shope of Pride, the Seat of 
Malice... It may be with Nebuchadnez3ar's Image, he 
hath a Golden Head, a great deal of Knowledge : but 
he hath Feet of Clay, his Aﬀe&ions are Worldly,he 
minds earthly things, and his way and walk are 
ſenſual, and carnal, you may trace him tn his ſecret hre; 
hannts, and his wa > will be found in ſome by- Euit 
paths of fin. The work is not thorowout with him. Band 
3. Thorowout the Motions, or the Life, and Praftice. live 
Thenew Man takes a new courſe, Eph. 2. 2, 3. His fend 
Converſations in Heaven, Pl. 3. 20. No ſooner + 
doth Chriſt call by effe&tual grace,but he ftraightway I ny | 
becomes a follower of him, Mat. 4. 20. When God II 6a; 
hath given the new heart and writ his Law in his ÞÞ tak 
mind, he forthwith walks im his Statutes; and keeps I bur 
his Judgments, Exh. 36. 26, 27. ; mw 
Though fin may dwell (God knows a weariſfome = ma 
puelt) in him, yet it hath no more IF 1y 

Dominion over him, Rom. 6. 7, 14. He hath his fruit I oc 
unto holineſs, Rom. 6. 22. and though he makes I ing 
many eblot, yet the Law and Life of Jeſus 1s that I the 
he eyes, as his copy, Pſal. 119. 30, Heb. 12.2. and El 


- hathanunfeigned reſpett to all God's Command- 
meth, Þjet. II9.6.. dS, Conſcience even of 
*kttle 


ittle duties, Pſel. x 19. 113. His 
and little aries, ſal. 119 us, "eye 
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| Ihfirmities which he cannot help, though he would; - 

fe, Bre his ſoul's burden, and are like the duſt ina man's 
AN- Wye, which th bur little, yet are not a little 
alk- Froublefome. [O man! Dofſt thou read this, and 
ther ſever turn in upon thy foal by ſelf-examination? ] 

his Frhe fincere Convert is not one man at church, and 
cers Wnother at home ; heis nota ſaint on his knees, and 
ath. W cheat in his ſhop; he will not tythe Mint and 
he ummin, and negle& mercy- and judgment, and 


e weighty matters of the Law ; he doth not pre- 
end piety, and negleft morahty, Matth. 2.3- 14. But 
eturns from all his ſips,and keeps all God's ſtatutes, 


res, 1 
zck. 18. 21, though not perfettly (except in deſire 
of Kerd endeavour):yet fincerely ; notallowing himſelf 
he Ein the breach of any, Rem. 7. 15. Now he delights 
but in the word, and fets himfelf ta prayer, and opens 
he his hand, (if able,) and draws out his foul to the 
are hungry, Rom. 7. 22. Pf. 109. 4 Iſ4. 58. 10 He 
ret Wbreaketh of his fins by righteouſnets, and his ini- 


quities by ſhewing mercy to the poor, Dan. 4. 27. 
Mm. Wand hath a confcience, willing in all tlungs te 
ce. live honeftly, Heb. 13, 18. and to keep without of- 
11S Bf fence rowards God and men. | 
er Bf Hereagain you ſhall find the unſoundneſs of ma< 
ay I ny profeffors, that take themſelyes for good Chri- 
od Bf fans. They are partial in the Law, Mal. 2- 9. and 
his take up with the cheap and eaſfie duties of Religion, 
PS IN but they go not through with the work. They are / 
asa cake not turned, half rodſted, and half raw. It” 
Ne i may be you ſhall have them exact in their words, 
Te IF punualin theirdetlings ; but then they do not ex- 
wo rn va way irs godlineſs x ng for — 
ing themſelves, and g their hearts, to 
” they are ſtrangefs. You may Av them duly at the 
r church ; but follow them to their families, and there 
© Bl you ſhall ſee little bur the world minded; or if they 
have a road of wr. follow them _o_ 
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forth the ſweet Breath of Prayer,and holy Diſcourſe, 
and the mans ſpeaks in another Tongue, the Lan- 
guage of Cenaen, and is never ſo well, as when talk- 


ang of God, and Chrift, and the matters of another 
World: His mouth bringeth forth Wiſdom, his 


Tongue is become the filver Trumpet of his Makers 
Praiſe, his glory, and the beſt member that he hath, 
Now here you ſhall have the Hypocrite halting. 
He ſpeaks it may be like an Angel, but he hath a 
covetouseye, or the gain of unrighteouſnels in his 
hand. Or the hand is white, but his heart is full 
Of rottenneſs, Mat. 23. 27. full of unmortified cares, 
a very Oven of Luft, a Shope of Pride, the Seat of 
Malice... It may be with Nebuchadnez3ar's Image, he 
hath a Golden Head, a greatdeal of Knowledge : but 
he hath Feet of Clay, his AﬀeRions are Worldly,he 
minds earthly things, and his way and walk are 
ſenſual, and carnal, you may trace him tn his ſecret 
hannts, and his footfteps will be found in ſome by- 
paths of fin. The work is not thorowout with him. 

3. Thorowout the Motions, or the Life, and Prafice. 
Thenew Man takes a new courſe, Eph. 2. 2, z His 
Converſationis in Heaven, P11. 3. 20. No ſooner 
doth Chriſt call by effe&tual grace,but he ftraightway 
becomes a follower of him, Mat. 4. 20. When God 


hath given the new heart and writ his Law in his . 


mind, he forthwith walksin his Statutes; and keeps 
his Judgments, Exch. 36. 26, 27. ; 
Though fin may dwell (God knows a weartſome 
Im, yetit hath no more 
Dominion over Rom. 6.7, 14. He hath his fruit 
unto holineſs, Rom. 6. 22. and though he makes 
many #blot, yet the Law and Life of Jeſus 1s that 
he eyes, as his copy, Pſal. 119. 30, Heb, 12.2. and 
anunfeigned reſpect to all God's Command- 
Pſat. 119. 6. He makes Conſcience even of 


*ketle fins and litthe Cuties, Pſel. x19. nin very 


The Nners of Cann In. 
his ſoul's burden, and are like the duſt ina man's 
e, which th bur little, yet are not a little 
roublefore. [O man! Doft thou read this, and 
er turn in upon thy foul by ſelf-examination? ] 


$ rhe ſincere Conyert is not one man at church, and 
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another at home ; heis not a {aint on his knees, and 
a Cheat in his ſhop; he will not tythe Mint and 
ummin, and negle&t mercy -and judgment, and 
eweighty matters of the Law ; he doth not pre- 
tend piety, and neglect morakty, Matth. 23+ 14. But 
heturns from all his fips,and keeps all God's ſtatutes, 
Exch. 18: 21, though not perfettly (except mm defire 
and endeavour) yet fincerely ; notallowing himſelf 
in the breach of any, Rom- 7.15. Now he delights 
in the word, and fets himfelf ta prayer, and opens 
his hand, (if able,) and draws out his foul to the 
hungry, Rom. 7. 22. Pf. 109. 4 Tſ4.58. 10. He 
breaketh of his fins by righteouſnets, and his int- 
quities by ſhewing mercy to the poor, Dan. 4. 27. 
and hath a confcience, willing in all tlungs te 
live honeftly, Heb. 13, 18. and to keep without of- 
fence towards God and men. | 
Here again you ſhall find the unſoundneſs of ma< 
ny profeflors, that take themſelves for good Chri- 
ſhans. They are partial in the Law, Mal. 2 9- and 
take up with the cheap and eafie duties of Religion, 
but they go not through with the work. They are | 
wa cake not turned, half roaſted, and half raw. It' 
may be you ſhall have them exatt in their words, 
punctual in their dedlings ; but then they do not ex- 
ercite thernſelves unto godlineſs : And for examin- 
ing themſelves, and g ng their hearts, to this 
they are ſtranigefs. You may havethem duly at the 
church ; but follow them to their families, and there 
you ſhall ſee little but the world minded; or if they 
ave a road of family-duties, follow them to their 
C 4 cloſets, 


nfirmities which he cannot help, though he would, - | 
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' dofets, and there you ſhall find their ſouls are litth 
looked after : It may be they ſeem otherwiſe religh- 
ous, but bridle not their tongues, and ſo all their re- 
ligion is in vain, Fam, 1-26. It may bethey come up 

_tocloler, and family- prayer ; but follow then to 

. their ſhops, and there you ſhall find them in a trade 

* of lying, or ſome covert and cleanly way of deceit, 
Thus the hypocrite goes not throughout in the courke 
of his obedience. 

And thus much for the SubjeRt of Converſion. 

6. © The Terms are either from which, or to 
* which. | 

I. The Terms from which we turn in this motion of 
Converſion, are Sin, Satan, the World, and our own 
Rte hreonſn: of 

Firſt, Sin. When a man 1s converted, he is for 
ever -out with fin ; yea, with all fin, P/e/'119.128 
but' moſt of all with his own fins, -and eſpecially 
with his boſom- ſin, Pl. 18, 23+: Sin is now the 
burt of ' his inZignation, 2 Cor. 7. 11.. he thirſts to 
bathe: his hands m the blond of his fins. His fins 

'fet a-broach in ſorrows. Ir is ſin that pierceth him, 
and wounds him ; he fee's it like a thorn in his ſide, 
like a prick in his eyes ; he groans and ſtruggles 
under 1r, and not formally, but feelrgly cries our, 

' © wretched man He 1s rot impatient of any bur- 
rhern, ſo much as of his fin, #ſal. 40. 12, If God 
ſhould give him his choice, he would chuſe any af- 
fiction, ſo he might be rid of fin; he feels ir ike 
che cutting gravel in his ſhoes, pricking and pain» 
ing himas he goes. | 

Before converſion, he had light thoughts of fin ; 
he cheriſhed it in his'boſom, as {ri2þ his Lamb ;.he 
nouriſhed it up, 'and it grew up together with hum ; 
iCdid cat as it were:of his own meat, and drunk of 
his-own cup, and-lay .in his boſom, and was to 
him as a daughter: But when God opens his qo 
| y 
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by converſion, he throws-it away with abhorrence, 
T/a 30. 22. asa man would a loathſome Toad; which 
in the dark he had hugged faft in his boſom, and 
thougitit had been ſome pretty and harmleſs bird. 
When a man 1s ſavingliy changed, he 1s not only 
deeply convinced of the danger, but defilement of 
ſin; and, Oh, how Earneſt is he with God to be 
purified ! He loaths himſelf for hys fins; Exek 36.31. - 
He runs to Chriſt, and caſts hirWlt mto the foun-, 
tain, for fin, and for uncieanneis, Zech. 13-1. If 
he fall, what'a ftir is thefe to get all clean again ! 
He flies to the Word, and watlhes, and'rubs, and 
rinches; labouring to cleanſe himſelf from all filthi- 
nels, both of fleſh and ſpirit: Heabhors his once be- 
loved fin, P/al. 18. 23. as a cleanly nature doth the 
trough and mire, wherein he (ees the Swine delight. 

The ſound convert is heartily engaged againſt {in: 
He wreſtles with it, he wars againft it; he 1s too 
often foiled, but he never yields the cauſe, nor 
lays down the weapons ; but he will up and ro 1t a- 
gain, whule he hath breath in his body : He will ne- 
ver give quiet poſſefon, he will make no peace, he 
will givenoquarter, he falls uponait, and fires upon 
It, and is ſtill diſquietiag of it with continual alarms» 

He can forgive his other enenues, he can pity thera, 
and pray '- them, A. 7. 60 but her2 he is 1m- 
placable, here is he ſet upon revenge ; he hunteth, as. 
itrere, for the precious life ; his eye ſha'l not pr- 
ty, lis hand ſhall not ſpare, though 1t be a right 
hand,or a right eye : Be it againful fin,moſt delight- 
ful co his nature,.or ſupport to his eſteem with 

carnal friends ;. yet he will rather throw his gun. 

cown the kenne}, ſee h's crecit fall, or the flawer of 
pleaſureavither m his hand, than he will allow hum- 

(elf in any known way of fin, Lut.19 8. Hewsel 
grantno indulg2nce, he willgtve ro to:eration ; bur: 
he draws upan in, wierever he meets it, and frowns: 

3 4 UBOW. 
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: _ it with this unwelcome ſalute, Have T fend 
Thee, O mine Enemy! 


3 
Reader,hath Conſcience been at work,while thou 
- haſtbeen looking over theſe Lines ? Haſt thou pon- ſent 
- dered theſe things in thine heart ? Haſt thou ſearch. (£"* 
enths book withi c $0d-b. ry things be 1 If ow 
not, read it again, an cience 

whether or no it us with thee. oo thel 
_ Haſtthoucru thy: Fleth with its affetions I 22" 
and luſts ; and not only confeſſed, bnt forſaken thy Il '*? 
ſins; all finin thy fervent defires, and theordinary I *<* 
pradtice ofevery deliberateand wilful ſin inthy life? I "** 
If not, thou art yet uncenverted. Doth not Conſci- day 
ence fly in thy Face.as thou readeſt,and tell thee that Ii "©" 
thou liveft in a way of lying for thy advantage, that Il ©** 
thou uſeſt deceit in thy Calling, that there is ſome Il ©"! 
way of ſecret wantonneſs that thou liveft in > why his: 
then, do not deceive thy ſelf, thou art in the gall WW =? 
of bitterneſs, and bond of iniquity. Sat 
Doth not thy unbridled Tongue, thy brutiſh In- Il ?* 
temperance, thy wicked Compatiy, thy negle& of I '*! 
Prayer, of hearing and reading the Wor8, now I **' 
witneſs againſt thee, and ſay, We are thy works, and I PP! 
we will follow thee? Or if I have not hit thee right, the 
. doth not the Bird within tell them, thereis ſuchor I *<* 
ſuch a way, that thou knoweft to be evil, that yet iſ 2 
for ſorne carnal reſpet thoudoſt toleratethy ſelfin, IU #5 

and art willing toſpare? If this be thy Cale, thou | 
art to this day unregenerate, and muſt be changed I 
or condemned, Ml 
Secondly, Satan. Converfion binds the firong I '" 
man, ſpoils his Armour, cafts out his Goods, turns Ha 
men from the power of Satan unto God, As 26. 18. eu 
Before, the Devil could no ſooner hold up his Fin- bY 
+ "ger to the Sinner, to call him to his wicked Com- co 
ParY's ſinful Games, falthy Delights, but preſently 
tollowed,like an Ox t9 che Saughter d a Fool 
| . 
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his 
life. ' No ſooner could Satati bid him he, but pre- 
ſently he had it upon the top of his tongue, AZ.'s5. 3. 
no fooner could Satan offer a wanton object, but he 
was ſtung with luſt, The Devil could do more with: 
him than God could: If the Devil fay, Away with 
theſe Family-duries, be fure they fhall be rarely e- 
nough performed in his houſe : 1f the Devil ſay,/A- 
way with this ſtxitneſs, this'\preciſeneſs, he will 
keep far enough from it : If he tells him, there'sno- 
need of theſe Cloſet-duties, he ſhall go from day te 


day, and ſcarce perform them. But now he 1s con- - 
verted, he ſerves anotner Maſter, and takes quite -- 
another courſe, 1 Pet; 4-4. he goes and comes at -- 


Chriſt's beck, Co!. 3. 24+ Satan may ſometimes catch 
his foot in a trap, but he will no longer be a willing 
captive : He watches againſt the ſnares and baits of 
Satan, and ſtudies to be acquainted with his devices: 
He 1s very ſuſpicious of hs plots, and 1s very jea- 
lous in what comes athwart him. lef Satan ſhould 
have ſome defign upon him : He wreſtles againſt 
principalities and powers, Epheſ.6. He entertains 
the meſſ 
death : Hekeeps his eye upon his enemy, 1 Pex. 5: $. 
and watches in his duties, leſt Satan ſhould put m 
his foot; 

Thirdly, The 1orld. Before a ſound faith, a man 
13 overcome of the Werld ; either he bows down to 


Mammon, or idolizes his reputation, or is a loyer of - 


pleaſure, *more than a loyer of God, 2 Tim. 3. 4. 
Here's the root of man's milery by the. Fall ; he 15 


turned afide to the creature, inſtead of God, and . 


eives that eſteem, confidence and affzion to the 


creature, that is due ro-him alone, Rom. 1.25. Mat. :; 


lo. 37. Prov. 18. 11. Jer. 17.5. 


O miſerable Man! What a deformed lonſiey 
| Lat 


to the corretion of the Stocks;as the bird that haft-- ; Y 
etch to the prey, and knoweth.nort thar't is fgr 


er of Satan,” as men do the meſlenger of . 
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hath fin made thee> God made thee little lower ; 


than the Angels; Sin, lhttle better than the Devils, 
Foh. 6.70. and 8. 44. A monſter, that hath his head 
and heart where h:s feet ſhould be, and his feet kick- 
10g againſt heaven, and every thing out»of place; 
the world, that was formed to ſerve thee, is come 
to rule thee, and the deceitful harlot hath bewitch- 
ed thee with her inchantments, and made thee bow 
down and ſerve hex, 
But converting Grace ſets all in order again, and 
puts God in the throne, _ and the world at his foot- 
ftool, Pſal. 73. 25. Chriſt in the heart, and the 
world under feet, Epbe/. 3. 17. Rev. 12.1. So Paul, 
F am crucified to the world, and the world 20 me; Gal. 6. 
t 4. Before this charige, all the cry was, Who will ſh:w 
us any (worldly ) good > But now he ſings another tune, 
Lord, lift thou up the light of thy countenance upon me, 
and rake the corn and wine whoſo will, Pſal. 4. 6, 7. 
Before, his heart's delight and content was in the 
world ; then the ſong was, Soul, take thine eaſe ; eat, 
drink, and be merry ; thou baft much goods laid up; or 
many-years : but now all this is withered, and there 
is no.comelineſ(s, that he ſhould defireit; and he 
tunes up, with the ſweet Pſalmuſt of Iſrael, The Lord 
1 the portion of mire inheritance ; the lines are fallento 
" rae in 4 fair place, and IT have 4 goodly h:ricage. He 
blefleth himſelf, and boaſts himfelf in God, Pſa. - 
2:4. 21 Lam, 3- 24. nothing elſe can give him con- 
__ rent. | He haih written yanity and vexation upon 
a1! h:s worldly enjoyments, Ecc/e/. 1. 2. and loſs 
and dung upen all humane exceltencies, Philip. 3. 
7,8. He tath hfe and immortality now in chaſe, 
Rom. 2, 7. He trades fer grace and glory, and hath 
& .rown mcorrupttble 1n purſuit, 1 Cer: 9, 25, His 
heart is ſet in him to ſeek the Lord, 1 C:ron. 22-19, 
and 2 Chron. 15. 15, He firſt feeks the kingdom of 
beaver, and the rightzouſneſs thereof; and Religion 
| \ , 1$ 
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main of his care, Mazth.6. 33. Pſal. 27. 4: Now the 

awdy Idol is become Nebuſhtan, 2 Kings 18.4: and 

e gets up and treads upon it, as Diogenes trampling 
on Plato's hangings ;. laying, Calco Platons faftum. 
Before, the world had the\ſwaying intereft with him; 
he would do more for gain, than godlineſs, 1 Tim. 
6. 6. more to pleaſure his friend, or his fleſh, than 
to pleaſe the God that made him, and God muſt 
Rand by, till the world were firſt ſerved : But now 
all mnft ſtand by ; he hates father, and mother, and 
life and all, in comparifon of Chriſt, Luke 1. 26.. 

Well then, pauſe a little, and look within: Doth 
not this nearly concern thee > Thou pretendeft for 
Chriſt ; but doth not the world ſway thee > Doft 
thou not take more rea] delight and content inthe 
world, than in him? Doft not thou find thy ſelf bet- 
ter at eaſe when the world goes to thy mind, and 
thou aft encompaſſed with carnal delights, than 
when retired toprayer and meditation in thy cloſer; 
or attending upon God's word and worſhip > | No 
ſurer evidence of an unconyerted ſtate, than to have 
the things of the world uppermoſt in our aims; loye, 
and eſtimation, Fohn 2. 15. Fames 4- 4. 

With the ſound convert, -Chreſt hath the ſapre- 
macy. How dear 15 this name to him:2- How 
ctous is its favour? Cant: 1. 3. Pſat 54. 8. Thename 
of Jeſus is engraven upon his heart, Gab, 4. 19. 
and lies as a bundle of Myrri between his breaſts, 
Cant. 1. 13, 14+ Honour 1s but air, and laughter 

' 1s but madnels, and Mammon 1s fallen like: Dagon 


before the Ark, with hands ard head broken oF ©- 


on the threſhold, when once Chriit is favingly rc- 
vealed. Here 1s the pearl of great friceto the-true 
Convert, here is his treaſure, here 1s his hope, 
Matth: 13+ 44, 45+ This 1s his glory, my beloved is 
mine, and I aro his, Gal. 6, 14. Cart 2-16. Oh, rig) 

| iweetcr 
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'* 4wecterto him tobeable toſay, Chrift is mine, than 


if he could (ay, The Kingdom is mine, the Indies 
"Fourthly, 7 zebreouſneſs. Before | 
, Tomy OWN rig neſs. ore COnver- I 
fion, Man feeks ro cover himſelf with his own fig- 
leaves, Philip. 3. 6,7. and to lick himdelf whole with 
his own dutzes, fic. 6. 6,7, He wy = to truſt in 
himſelf, Lak: 15.145. and 18: 9. and ſet up his own 
nels, and to reckon his counters tor gold, 
K to the righteouſneſs of God, Rom: 
his mind ; now be 
, and counts his own 
us cloth ; he caſts it 
—_— a _— _ ver "_ on wy of a 
Begeer, 1/4.64. 7- Now he 1s brought topo- 
varcyof Bath Marth: x. 3- complains of, and con- 
demns hunſelf, Rem. 7. and all his inventory is, 
Poor, and miſerable, and wretched, and blind, and na- 
hed, Rev. 3.17. Heſees a world of iniquity 1n his - 
holy thimgs, and calls 'tis once -1dolized righte- 
{s but fleſh, and loſs, and dog's meat, and 
weuld not for a thoufand worlds be found in him- 
ſelf, Philip. 3.4,7, 8, 9- | His finger is ever upon his 
fores, Pſal. 5. 3. his fins,” his wants. | Now he be- 
gins' to ſet a high» price upon Chriſt's righteouſ- 
neſs; he fees the need of a Chriſt in every duty, 
to juſtifie his perſon, and juſtifie his performan- ' 
ces ; he cannot live without him, he cannot pray 
without him: Chrift muſt go with him, or elle 
he cannot come ito "the preſence .of God ; he 


"Jeans upon the hand of Chriſt,- and ſo he Bows 


himſelf mn the houſe of his God ; he ſets himleit 
dawn for a loſt, undone man, without him + His 
fe 1s hid -in Chriſt, as the life of man im the 
heart; he is fixed in Chriſt, as the roots of the 
tree ſpread in _the earth, for ſtability' and nutri- 
ment. ' Before, the nev's of a Chit was a m— 
- \ "Ie? an 
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than Þ 1 fapleſs thing ; but now how ſweet is a Chriſt? 
mics ine could not reliſh his before ſo much-ad- 


Re Ee oh bo SUES 
f Chriſt ; ically cries he j 

mantil. benigniſ. cariſ/8c. quando te videbo? quan- 
{6 ſatighor de pulchritudine tus? Medit, c. 37, O' moſt 
weer, moſt loving, moſt kind, moſt dear, moſs preci- 


wn il, defired, moſt lovely, moſt fair, 8&c. all in a 
old, wt. when he Goats of and to hi Clit; in « 
_ ord; the voice of the Convert, is with. the Mar- 


tyr, None but Chriff ; 

2, The terms which, are cither #/timate, or Suboy- 
dinzte and Medigate. 

The #l:imate is God the Father, Son, and yew 
Ghoſt, whom the true Convert takes, as his All- 
ſufficient and Eternal bleſſedneſs. A man 1s never 
5 Wtruly fanRified,” rill his very heart be in truth ſer 
"i= [upon God above all things, as his portionrand chief 

| po0d. Theſe are the -natural breathings of a be- 
(Cn tevers heart : Thou art my jortion, Plal. 119.57. My 
nd foul ſhall make her boaſt in the Lord, Plal. 34. 2. My 
N- WE exp:#ation & from him, he only is my rock, and my (al- 
1s vation, he is my defence : in God # my (alvation and my 
& Mein, the Rock of my ftrengeb, and my refuge is in God, 
- WPlalm 62.1, 2,5, 6, 7. Plalm 18. 1,2. 
J; BW Would you put it toan iflue whether you be con- 
1- KEverted or not? Now thenlet thy ſoul and all that is 
Y FE vithinthee attend. 
le Haſt thou taken God for thy happinefs > Where 
1 I doth the corttent of thy heart tie? Whence doth th 
'S Ef choiceſt comfort come in? Come then and wi 
t | 4Abrcham lift up thine eyes Eaftward, and Weſt- 
S ward, and Northward, and Southward, and caft 
about thee, what # is, that thou wouldſt have in 
Heaven or Earth to make thee happy. If God 
ſhould give thee thy choice as he did to Solomon, or 
ſhould fay to thee, as Abefburrue to Eftber, Whas % 

hy 
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thy petition, and what % thy requeſt? and it foall be 


granted thee, Eſther 5. 3- What would thou ask? 
Go into the gardens of pleaſure, and gather all the 
fragrant flowers from thence: Would theſe content 
thee? Goto the treaſures of Mammon ; ſuppoſe thou 


mightr'it lade thy ſelf while thou wouldft from hence: 


Gotothetowers, to the trophies of honour, : What 
thinkeſt thou of being a man of renown, and hay- 
ing a name like the name of the great men of the 
earth? Would any of this, all this, ſuffice thee, and 
make thee count thy ſelf a happy man? If fo, then 
certainly thou art carnal, and unconyerted. It not, 
$0 rtier wade into the divine excellencies, the 
of his merctes, the hiding of his power, the 
-deeps unfathomable of his All ſufficiency : Doth 
this ſuit thee beſt, and pleaſe thee moſt > Doft thou 
ſay, 'Iþ# good tobe here, Matth. 17. 4+ Here I will pitch, 
bere I will live an4 4is ? Wilcthou let all the world 
go, rather than this> Thea 'tis well between God 
and thee: Happy art thou, O man !- happy art 
thou that ever thou waft born: If a God can make 
thee happy, thou muſt needs be happy ; for thou 
haft ayouched the Lord to be thy God, Deut. 26. 17. 
DoR thou fay to Chriſt, as he to us, Thy Father foal 
be my Father, and thy God my God? Joh. 20. 17. Here 
is the turning point. -An unſound profefior never 
takes up his reſt in God, but converting grace does 
the work, and fo cures the fatal miſery of che fall, 
by turning the heart from its idols, to the living 
God, -1 Thef. 1. 9. Now;lays the foul, Lord, w 6 ither 
fhould I g0? Thou haſt the words of eternal life, Jo 
6. 68 Here he centres, here he fecrles: O, 'tis. as 
the eritrance of heaven to him, to ſee his intereſt in 
God. Wrhea he diſcovers this, he faith, Rezurn unto 
thy reſt, O my ſoub; for the Lord bath dealt bountifully 
with thee, Plal, 116. 7, And it 1s even ready to 
breathe out Simeon's fong.Lord,now letteſt thou thy ſer- 
SES. p "van 


The Nature of Converſion, 
vant depart in.peace, Luk. 2: 29 and ſaith withFaceb, 
when higgold heart reyiyed at thewelcome tidings, 
It ks enough, Gen 45-28. , When he ſees he hatha 
God in covenant to. go to, th# % all bk ſatvation, 
and all bis defire, 2 Sam: 24+ 5. 

Man, 1s this thy caſe > Haft thou experienced this ? 
Why then, bleſſed art thou of the Lord : God hath 
been at work with thee, he hath layed hold on thy - 
heart by-.the power -of converting grace, or clie 
thou couldſt-never have done this. 

; The mediate term of converſton 1s either princi- 
pal, or leſs prindjpatl,” -- ; 

' The principal 18 -Chrift, the only Mediator be- 
tween God ard Man, 1 Tn. 2.5 His work is to 
bring us to God, 1 Pet. 3. 18. He 18 the way to the 
Father, Foh. 14; 6. the only plank on which we may 
eſcape, the only door by which we may enter, Foh. 
to. 9. Converſion brinzs oyer the ſoul to Chriſt, to 
accept of him; Cel 2.6. as the only means to life, as 
the only way, the only name- given under heaven, 
AR. 4-12. Helooks not for ſalvation 1n any other 
bur him, nor in any other with him z but throws 
himſelf with ſpread arms upon the ſ:a. 

Here (faith the convinced finner) bere I will ven- 
ture, and if T-periſh, I periſh ; if I die, I will die here, 
But, Lord, lufer me not to periſo under tbe pitiſul eyes 
of thy mercy, Intreat me not to leave thee, or 10 turn 
away from” following after thee, Ruth. 1.16- Here I 
will throw my ſelf : If thou kick me, if thou kill me, 

ob 13.15, 1 will not go from thy door. 

Thus the poor ſoul doth venture on Chrift, and 
reſolvedly adhere to him. Before conyerfion, 
tne man made light of Chrift,, mznded the farm, 
fnends, merchandiſe, more than: Chriſt, Math. 
22 5- Now Chriſt is to him as his neceſlary fcod, 


. pr | 


himſelf on Chriſt alone; as one that ſhould caſt 


tis daily bread, the life of his heart, the ſtaff ard 


» 


[O 


wid 
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life, Philip. 3. 9. His great defign is, that Chrift 
may be magnified in himy Philip. 1 20. His heart FF: 
once faid, as they to the Spouſe ; What is thy Be- If" 
loved, 20s _ __ Cant. 5.9. He Ree f 
more {ſweetneſs in his merry company , 

games, earthly delights, than in Chrift. He took 
Religion for a fancy, and the talk af great enjoy- 


. * ments for att idle dream. But now, to him to live 8 


1s Chriſt. He ſets light by all that he accounted FF 

precious, for the excellency of the knowledge of I: - 

Chrift, Philip. 3.8. 
All of Chriſt is accepted by the fincere Convert : 


He loves not only the work of Chriſt, Rem, I (- 


. 7. 12. not only the benetirg, bur the burden of Chrift : 
Het willing, not only to tread out the corn, bur to 
draw under the yoak : He takes up the commands of 
Chrift, y2z2andcroſs of Chrift, Matth.11. Mat.16.24. I; 
The unfound cloſeth by the halyes with Chritt: 
He is all forthe ſalvation of Chriſt, but he 1s not. 
for ſanification : He is for the privileges, but 
pretiates not the Perſon of Chriſt ; He divides the. 
ces and benefits of Chriſt. This 1s an error in 
the foundation: Whoſo- loveth life, let him be- 
ware here ; 'tis an undoing miſtake, of which you 
have been often warned, and yet none more com-. 
mon... Jeſus is a ſweet name, but men love not 
the Lord Jefus in fincerity, Epheſ. 6, 24. They will 
not have him as God offers, To be 4 Prince, and 4 
Saviour, Aﬀts 5. 31. They divice what God hath 
joyned, the King and the Prieft: Yea, they wall 
not accept the ſalvation of Chrift, as he intends: 
it; they divide it here. Every man's vote is for 
ſalvation from ſuffering, but they defire nor to be 
ſaved from Hnging : ey would have their lives 
faved, but withal, they would have their lafts. Yea, 
many divide here again ; They would be conteat to 
have ſome of their fins deſtroyed, but they cO_—_ 
e 
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ave the lap of Datilah, or divorce the beloved He- 
dias. They cannot be cruel tro the right eye, or 
ght hand ; the Lord muft pardon them 1n this 
ung, 2 Kin. 5. 18. Ohbe infinitely tender here ; 
our fouls lie upon it. The found Convert takes a 
hole Chrift, and takes him forall intengs and pur- 
oles, without exceptions, without hmitations, 
thout reſerves. He 18 willing to have Chriſt upon 
us terms, upon any terms. Hes _—_— the do- 
ninion of Chriſt;as well as deliverance by Chrift;he 
th with Paul, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? Aﬀts 
7. 6. Any thing, Lord. He ſends the blank to Chriff 


-4 , (Wo {et down his own Conditions, Aﬀ.2.37 & 16.36. 
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The leſs Principal is the Laws, Ordinances and Ways 
fChriſt. The heart that was once ſet againſt theſe, 
nd could not endure the Rtriftneſs of theft bonds, 

e ſeverity of theſe ways, now falls in love with 

, and chuſes them as its rule and guide for 
er, Pſalm 119. 111, 112+ 'S 
Four things (I obſerve) God doth work m every 


- Found Convert, with reference to.the Laws and 


ſays of Chrift, by wkich you may come to know 

your eſtates, if you will be faithful tg your own 
ouls ; and therefore keep your eyes tpon your 
neartsas you go ; 

1. The Judgment is brought to approve of them, and 
wbſcribe to them, as moſt righteous and moſt reaſonable, 
Plal. 119-112, 128, 137, 138.The mind is brovgftto * 
ike the ways of God, and the corrupt prejudices 
that were once againft them, as unreaſonable, and 

Des, arenow removed. The underftanding 
dents to them all, as holy, juſt, and good, Rem. 


Thin depen, x 
| w$HOwW | tent ral- 
ks both from their inherent qualities, and admira- 

le effefts, 'Pſalm r 9. 8, 9, 10, &c. 
There isa twofold judgment of the underſtand- 
mg; . 


- % 
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ing; Fudicium ebſolutum, & comparatum. The abſ 
lute ap. Squat is, when a man thinks ſuch a cou 
beſt in the general, but not for him, or not unde 
the preſent circumſtances he is 1n ; pro bic, & nun 
Now a godly man's judgment is for the ways off 
God ; and that not only the abſolute, but compa. 
rative judgment; he thinks them not only beſt infſÞ** "* 
general, but beſt for him : He lo>ks upon the rule 
of Religion, not only as tolerable. but defirable;MWE 
yea, -more defirable than gold, fine gold ; yea; 
much fine go!d, Pſal. 19. 1o. as 
H:s jadgments are ſerl2dly determined, that "il. -- 
beſt to be holy, that 'ris beſt to be trick, that it isin]_2!* 
it ſelf the mot eligible courſe ; and that 'tis for hin? 's: 
the wiſeſt, and moſt rational, and defirable choice lon! 
Hear the godly man's judgment ; I knaw, O Lork, 
that thy judzments ere right. TI lov? thy commandments and 
#boy? gold ; yes above fine go! IT eſteem all thy pre- 777: 
cepts, concerning al! things, to be right; and -I hate Val 
every falſe way, Pal 119. 127,128. Mark, he did "3 
approve of all that Go | rg&uire:l, and dilallowed 
of all that he forbad ; Rig eons, O Lord, and uprigh OO: 
are thy judgments. Thy teſtimonies that thou haft con- ry - 
manded are *ghieous, and very faithſu!. Thy word % Pe 
true ſron the beginning, and every on? of ty righteow >. 
judgments endure:b for ever, Plal. 119. 86, 160, 16:, fr 
163+ . See how readily and fully he ſubſcribes ; hel + 
declares his afſent and conſent to it, and all and 
every thing therein contained. ? «1; 
2+ The defir? of the heart is t0 know the whole mind Il, - 
of Chriſt, Pſal. 119. 124, I25,169. and 25. 4, 5c. 
He would not have one-fin undiſcovered, nor be t 
igaorant.of ane duty required.  'Tis the natural M7 
and eafneft breathing of a ſanified heart : * Lord, ln 
** if there be any way of wickedne's inme, do thou - 
* diſcover it- What know not, teach thou m2; and I * 
« ifI have done iniquity, I will do it no more. The 
| p unſound 


159, 163, 167. Gefen V. 5, 20, 40. 
93, 103, 2r1, 143+ continual 


4 Cc rae re Gods 'S, 
nes. ITg: 4, 8,167, 168, Ist y 
his 210-welk with Gal. He foeks great thing 


in any 
pre, ks wowqms nf ad Þ 


Phil 3 Fi, I2, 13, 14- 


' Sn Fpanrnn 

Bridge to H TITS 
to Heaven, andenquires 

Mc wrnchs wabaenng Þ a Spe L and if he can 
but fo much as may j men ER 
all he cares/for 
neſs for ke, Pla 119 97» Mes, 5. 6, 
notonly for Heaven's He would notÞ 
fied with ſom vote fave ham frm te Ot 
defires the pitch. Yet deſires ave not © 
nough.. What 1s thy way and thy ' courſe ? 1s tit 
driftand ſcope of thy life altered * 1s hoknels t! 
trade, and veligion thy buſineſs > Row. t. 1. 
25. 16. Ph#. 1. 20. If not, thou artſhortof it 


Convertion, -: 
- - Application. Andis we haye deſcribe 
CET 


,the to:faly 
tion Then be axidemes, 1, That izax 45 the ge 


Mit andnrroehe may that led une fe 2. Thar 
New ——_— wr hag 16h 3- That there is need 
a drvme: vingly .to convert a finner to 

Tefus Chriſt, 

Again, Then be exhorted, O man that readeft, 
to turn in upon thine own ſelf. What ſaith Can- 
ſcience? Doth it not begin to bite ? ' Doth it not 

«tu thee as eo aghou goa ? Is this thy judgment, and 
this thy choi this thy way, that we have de- 
> If fo. then'tis we But doth notthy heart 
_ thee, and tell thee, there is ſuch a fin then 
liveſt in, egainſthy Conſcience > Dothit not tell 
thee, thereis ſuch Ed a era whey of wicked- 
WH nels, that thou makeft no bones of ? We or ee 
RE NS tie aid 
| carry thee to thy c 
| "tell thee how ſeldom:prayer and readingis perform. | 
FJ cd there> Doth it not-carry theeto thy family, and 
ſhew thee the charge of God, and the fouls of thy 
children and-ſervants that be on, wp 
not Conſcience lead thee to thy , thy trade, and 
tell thee of ſome myſery of inuquity there? Doth jt 
not carry thee to the Ale-ſhop, 0©.10 thy ew ſhop, 
end round thee in thine car for the 
thou k there, the precious on os Oper 
, for the talents os of God which than 
[A down this fink, for thx gamung, and thy 
wy {willing > &c. DIE aae carry ace into thy ſe- 
"Y cret chamber, and read thee a curtain-lefture ? | 
"Y © Conſcience, do thy duty : Inthe name Uf the, 
living God, Icomma na. CEE TRTIONNE. 
Lay hold pens am, undorareinm er Wiketea 


fer ad lth him, while be 


; fe} We TD 


/ 


if 


neg! ft of God and/Eternity, and thou altoget 

hold thy peace? What! Shall-he go on ftill in hi 
treſpeſſes, and yet have peace? ' Oh, rouſeup thi 
ſelf, and do thy work. Now let the preacher in the 
> oprS Cry aloud,'and4 ſparenot; lift up thy 
voice like a trumpet ;- let not the blood of this ſoul 
be required at thy hahds: 


-CHADP. III: Of the,Neceſſity of Conver ſion. 


after your, Ruth 1.16, Were itamat- | 
, I'wotdld-never keep ſomuchs- 


| e Neceſſity of Comver fron. © 
It was a paſſage of the noble Roman, when he was 
haſting with corn to the city 1n the famine, and the 
mariners were loth to ſer ſail in foul! weather,  Ns- 
ef arium eff navigare, non eft neceſſtrium vivere ; Our 
oyage'is of more neceflity than our lives. What is 
it that 'thol' doſt account neceſſary > Is thy bread 
eceſlary > Is thy breath neceſſary > Then thy con- 
erfion 1s much magg neceſfary. Indeed, this is the 
num neceſſtrium, the one thing neceſſary. Thine 
tate is not neceſſary ; thou mayeſt ſell all for the 
pearl of great price, and yet be a gainer by the pur- 
naſe, Matth,13; 46. Thy life is'not y ; thou 
eſt part with 1tfor Chriſt, to infinite advantage. 
nine efteem is not neceſlary 3 thou- mayeft bere- 
oached for the rame of Chriſt; and yet happy ; 


aþieFFea, much more happy in reproach, than in repute, 
nat-W Pet. 4. 4 Matth. 5. 10,11. But thy converſion is 
ena Meceſlary, thy damnation lies upon.it : And is itnot . 
adly Wneedful in ſo important a caſe to look abour thee? 


lpon this one point depends thy making, or mar- 
&sF'ng, to all erernity. | | | 
the © But I ſhall more particularly ſhew the neceſiity of 
ex- Fowerfion in five things ; far without this, - 
our 1. Thy Bring' + jn'vain, Isit not pity thou 
urn 10uldft be good for nothing, an unprofitable bar- 
li-W<n of the earth, a wart or wen in the bod y of the 
cept Wuverſe? Thus thou art, "whilſt unconverted; tor 
10u can{t not anſwer the end of thy. being. : 'Is it 
8 tor the/divine pleaſute rhouart and wert'crfa- 
<3Rev. 4. 11: Did.not he make thee for: him- 
elf 2 Prov. 16. 4. | Art thou a mazn,: and haft thon 
ton? Why then bethink thy ſelf, why and whence 
y being" is. Beho!d God's workmanſhip in thy 


hon 00y, and ask thy (elf, To what end did God rear 
hi £4 fabrick ? Confider the noble faculties of thy 
ith-F'=verrborn foul : To what end did: God beſtow 
ele excellencies? To no other, than that- theu 

7* 1.8 thould E 
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wat yl Fr thy ſevf, and gratifiethy ſenſes ? Di 
God fend men, like the Swallows, into theworl 
only to gather a few fticks and dirt, and build thei 
ads, ed breed up their young, and then away, 
The very Heathens could fee f than this.. -/ 
thou ſo fearfully and wonderfully migde, Pſal. x3: 
14. and doſt thou not yet think with thy (elf, 
it was for ſome noble and raiſed end? - - | 
O man! ſet thy reaſon a little in the chair. | 
it not pity ſuch a goodly fabrick ſhould be raiſed i 
vain? Verily, thouart im vain, -except thou art fot 
God : Betterthou had no being, than not to be fc 
hifi. Would thou ferve thy end > Thou:muſtre 
pent, and/be converted : | Without this,- rhou art ! 
no purpoſe z yea, tobad purpoſe. 4 7 | 
Firſt, To'10 purpoſe.  ' Man unconvertet}, 18 like 
:Choice — that hath every ſtring broke; « 
'onrt of rune ; Spirit of the living God muſt 
and tune it by the grace of regeneration, a 
. Iweetly move it by the-power of actuaring grace, 
elſe thy prayers will be but howhngs, and alli 
ſerviceswill make no'mufick ir the-ears of the mc 
Holy, Epbef. 2. z0.-Philip.\2; 13. Hoſ- 7. 14. Tſe; x:1 
AN thy owers: and faculties are {o corrupt in: t! 
natural ftate, that except thou be purged from de: 
works, thou canſt not ſerve the living God, Heb, 
I4- T3. 1.15. 
Anunſandtified man cannot work: the work 
God:'. 1. He batb no skill-in-it : He 1s altogether 
unskilfuln thework,' as:m the word of rghteal 
> Heb.5. 13. "There are per as We 
in the practices, as prinaples neſs ; now 
re: knows not the enyfieries of the kar 
domof heaven, Matth. 13.11. 1 Tim. 3+16.” Youn 
as well expect him that never learn'd the Alphad: 
to read ;or look for goodly mufick on the L 
from onethat neverict his hand to an inftrumer 


he, Neceſſity of Converſion, FF 
that a natural man ſhould do the Lord any pleafing 
ſervice : 'He mult firſt be taught of God, Fob. s. 45. 
taught to pray, Luk. 11. 1. taught to profit, Iſa, 48. 
17. taught to go, Ho. t1.y. or elſe he will be ut- 
terly at a loſs.] 2. He hath no ſtrength for it. How 
, weak is his heart ? Execk. 16.30. He is preſently 
tired. -The Sabbath, What a wearineſs 1s It? Mat. 
1.13; He.1s without ſtrength, Rom. 5. 6. yea, ſtark 
dead in fin, -Epheſ. 2. 5.] 3. He bath no mind tot. 
He defires not the knowledge of God's ways, Fob 
21.14. Hedoth not know them, and he Joh not 
care to know them, Pſal. 82. 5. He knows not, nei- 
ther will he underſtand.) 4. He hath neither due in- 
flruments, nor materials for it. A man may as well 
hew. the Marble without tools, or limn without co- 
lours or inſtruments, or build without materials, as 
perform any acceptable ſervice without the graces 
of the Spirit, which are both the materials and In- 
ſtruments in the -work. Alms-giving is not a ſer- 
vice of God, bur of vain-glory, unlets dealt forth 


by the hand of divine love. What is the prayer © 


of the lips without grace in the heart, but the car- 
caſe withour the life > What are all our confeſſio 

_ be the cert of godly ſorrow, oy 

repentance > What our petitions,. un 

animated all along with holy defires, and faith in ' 
. divine attributes and promuſes> What our praiſes 
and thankſgivings, unleſs from the love of God, and 
a holy gratitude, and ſenſe of God's mercies 1n the 
heart ?. -Sothat a man.may as well expect the trees 
pn 5 or look for Logick from thebrutes, or 
Moton the dead, as for any ſervice holy and 
acceptable-ro God, from the unconverted. When 


the tree i$evil, how can the ftuit be good? Matth. 
7.18, RE ' 
Secondly, To bad purpoſe. The unconyerted ſoul _ 
s 2 very. cage of unclean _ Rev. 18. 2+ am 

2 re © 


2 
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\chre full of corruption and rottegnels, Ma. 2 3.27; 
a loathſome carcaſe, full of crawlirig worms, and iſ & 
' {*ndinz forth a helliſh and moſt notſome ſavour in ſu 
the nofrils of God, Fſal: 14. 3. © dreadful caſe! 
Dot r:ouNor yet ſe2 a change tobe needful> Would 
it not havz grieved one, to have ſeen the golden the 
"c&hlecrared veſſels of God's Temple tiirned into th) 
*quafinz bowls of drunkennels, polluted: with 
the Idol's ſervice > Den. 5. 2,3. Was it ſuch ana-Wf ** 


bomination to the Fews, when Antiochus letup the vil 
picture of a Swine at the entrance of the Temple? of 
How much more abominable then would it have '©* 
been to have had the very Temple ir ſelf rurned into bo 
'-2a ſtable, or a ty, and to have the Holy of Holes he 


"*{erved like the houſe of Baat; to have'the' {magt 
of God taken down, and be turned into a _—_ tor 
houſe? 2 King. ro. 27. This 1s the very caſe" of the Go 
unregenerate : All thy membersare turned mto m- 
ftruments of unrighteouſneſs, Roin. 6. 19. ſervants] / 
of Satan; and thy inmoſt powers mmto receptacles of his: 


uncleanneſs, Ephef. 2. 2. Tit. 1.15. You may lee the the: 
gaodly ouefts within, by what comcs out. For out 0 ago 


the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fer- 
nications, thef:s, falſe witneſs, blaſphemies, 8c. Thus fror 
black guard diſcovers what a hell there is within. C 

Oadbuſe unſufferable ! to ſee a heaver-born ſoullſſ 0! 
ab:ſed to the filrhieſt drudgery ; to ſee the glory-ol infir 
GoF's creation, the chief of the ways of God, | 
Lord of the Univerſe, ackapping with the prodig 
at the trough, or licking up with greedineſs the mo! 


loathſome vomit. Was it ſech a lamentation taff *:! * 
ſee thoſe that did feed delicately, to fit deſglate i Tay 
the fireets ; 'and the precious ſons of Son, compaP}} *i5 !! 
rable to fine gold, to be eſteemed as earthen pitci- their 
. ers; and thoſe that were cloathed in ſcarlet, to em flu 
-.. brace d ls? Lam. 4. 2,5, And is it not much © 


more fearful, to ſee the only thing that hath inamonſſ **te 
4 rail 
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ality in this lower world, and carries the famp of 
God, to become as a veſſel wherein there is no plea- 
ſure, Fer. 22, 28. (whichis but a modeſt expreſſion 
af 1 of the yeſle! men pur to the moſt forard uſe.) OMm- 
wid dignity intolerable! Better thou wert daſhed 1n a 
den Wh 229uſand pieces, than continue to be abuled to fo fil- 
nc WY fy a ſervice. 

II. Nut only man, but the whole viſible creation 5 in 
vain without this, Beloved, God hath made all the 
the fl viſible creatures in heaven and earth for the ſervice 
ple ? of man, and man only is the ſpokel-man for all the 

ref. Manis in the umverſe, hke the tongue in the 


_ body, which ſpeaks for all the members. The o- 
lies ther creatures cannot praiſe their Maker, but by 
nape 0 Jum figns and hiats to man, that he ſhou'd ſpealc 
ohe. Wl 4or them. Man is, as 1t were, the High I'rieft of 
git God's creation, tooffer the ſacrifice of pratle for all 
Yin-W 1s fellow-creatures, Pla $47: and 148, and 150, 
Pants} 7 be Lord God expedteth aYribure of praiſe from all 


his works, Pal. 103. 22. Now all thereft do bring in 
their tribute roman, and pay it in by his kand. So 
then, if man be falſe, and faithieſs, and ſelfiſh, God 
is wronged of all, and ſhall have ho attive glory 
from his works. _ - 

O dreadful thought to thick of! That God 
ſhould build fuck a world £s4'ns, end lay out ſuch 
infinite pawer, and wiſdom, :nd goodneſs there- 
upon, and all in vain ; and man thon!d be guiky, 
at laſt, of roibing and ſpoiling tum of the glory of 
ali, Oh, think of this ! While thou art unconverted, 
a!l the offices of the creatures to thee are-in vain : 
Tay meat nouriſhes thee in vain; the Sun holds forth 
kis light tothee in vain ; the ſtars, that ſerve thee irv | 
their courſes, by rheir moſt powerful, though hidderr - 
influence, Fudg. 5. 20. Hof. 2. 21, 22. doit invain; 


thy cloaths warm thee onion Err 'catiries 
thee in yain : In a word, ty urrweartcd: abour, and 
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continual travel of the wh6le Creation (as to thee) 
is in vain. The ſervice of all the creatures, thar 
drudge for thee, and yield forth their firength un- 
to thee ( that therewith thou ſhould ſerve their 
Maker) 1s all but loft labour. Hence the whole 
Creation groaneth under the abuſe of this unſan- 
Qified world, Rom. 8. 22. that pervert therti to th 
ſervice of their lufts, quite contrary to the'very/en 
of their Being. _ "1 

I. Without this, thy Religion % in vain, Jam. 1. 26; 
All thy re';gious performances will be but loft ; for 
they canneither pleaſe God, Rom: 8. 8. nor ſave thy 
foul, 1 Cor. 13. 2, 3.. Which are the'very ends of Re- 
ligion. , Be thy ſervices never ſo ſpecious, yet God 
hath no pleaſure in them, 7/2. 1. 14. Mal. r. 10. Is 
not that man's caſe dreadful, whole'ſa-rifices are as 
murder, and whoſe prayers are a breath of abomi- 
nation ? Iſa. 66.3. Prov. 28, 9% Many, under con- 
victions, think they will ſet upon mending; and that 
a few prayers and alms will ſalve all again : But 
alas, firs! while your hearts remain unſanQified, 
your duties will-not paſs. -How punttual was Fehu? 
and yet all was rejefted, becauſe his heart was not 
upright, 2 King. 10. with Hoſ. 1. 4, How blameleſs 
was Paul? and yet, being unconverted, all was but 
' lots, Philipy3. 6, 7, Men think they do much 1n at- 
rending God's ſervice, and are ready to twit him 
with it,- Iſa. 58. 3. Matth. 7. 22.. and fet him down 
fomuch their debtan, whenas (their perſons being 
unſan@ified) their duties cannor be accepred: 

O foul! Donot think, when thy ſins purſue thes, 
a little praying and reforming thy courſe will pacife 
God : Thou muftbegin wich thine heart ; if that 
be not renewed, thou canſt no more pleaſe God, 
than one that having ,unſpeakably offended thee, 
fhould- bring thee his vomit in a diſh to pacifie 
thee ; or having fallen” into the mire; _ 

: e 
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ink with his loathed embraces to reconcile thee. 
Ic is a-great miſery to labour in the fire. The 
iN- Woets could not inventa worſer hell for $:{yphus,than 
cn Bo be getting the barrel ſtill up the hill.and then that 
ſhould preſently fall down again, and renew his la- 
hour. God threafens it, ag the greateſt of temporal 
adgments; that-they ſhould build and not inhabit, 
jlant and not gather, and their labours ſhould be 
at up by ſtrangers, Deus. 28, 30,38, 39, 41. \Is1tfo 
Treat a miſery to loſe our common labours,tofow in 
ain, and build in vain? how much more to loſe our 
pains in Religion, ropray, and kear, and faft in vain? 
his is an undoing and eternal loſs. Be not deceived 
if thou goeſt on in thy finful ftate, tho'thou ſhouldf 
ſpread forth thine hands, God will hide his eyes ; 
tho' thou make many prayers, he will not hear, Iſa. 
1.15. If a man without skill ſet about our work, 
and marr it in the doing, tho' he take much pains, 
we give him but ſmall thanks. God will be wor- 
ſhipped after the due order, 1 Chron. 15. 13. Ifa 
ſervantdo our work, but quite contrary to our or- 
der, he ſhall have rather tripes thanpraiſe. God's 
not EF work muſt be done according to God's mind, or he 
| will not be'pleaſed ; and this cannot be, except xt 
but Ye done with a holy heart, 2 Chron. 25. 2. 
'at- Y 1V. ithout this, thy hopes are inwvain, Job $. 12, 13, 
uM Wl rhe Lord bath rejefted thy confidence, Jer. 2. 37+ - 
re Firſt, Thy hopes of comfort here are in vain. "Tis 
105 Bl not only neceſſary to the ſafety, but comfort of 
your condition, that you be converted. Without 
nes, Ml this, you ſhall not know peace,-Tſa: 59, 8. Without 
fie MN the fear of God, you cannot have the comforts of 
the Holy Ghoſt, A. 9.31. God ſpeaks peace only 
50d, MI to his people, and to his Saints, Pſal.85.8. If you 
have a falle peace, continuing 1n your fins, 'tis not 
cifie MN of God's ſpeaking, and then you may gueſs the 
Author. Sin 1s a real fickneſs, 1ſa.'z. 5. yea, the 
ys work 
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work of fickneſs ; 'tisa leprofie in the head, Ley 
13. 44. the plapue in the heart, 1King- $. 38. 'r 
brokennels in the bones, Pſal. 5. 8. 1t pierceth, it 
woundeth, it racketh, it tormenteth, 1 Tim. 1. 10, 
A man may as well expect eaſe, when his difcaſes 
are 1n their ftrength, or his bones out of joint, as 
true comfort, while in his fins. 

O wretched man, that canſt have. no eaſe in this 
caſe, but whaz comes from the deadlinelſs of the 
eilcaſe! You ſhall have the poor fick man, ſaying 
1 his hghtneſs, he 1s well, when you ſee death in 
| tus face, He wil needs up, and about his. bufineſs 
when the very nextftep is ike to be 1nto the grave. 
The unſantified often ſeenothing arls, they think 
themlelves whole, and cry no: out for-thePhytician; 
but this ſhews the danger of their caſe. 

Sin doth naturally breed diſtempers and dilſtur- 
bances in the ſoul. What a continual tempeſt and 
commoton 1s there in a diſcontented mind ? What 
an cating evil is inordinate care? What is paſſion, but 
a very fever in themind 2 What 1s luft, but a firein 
the bones? What 1s pride, but-a deadiy tympany; 
cr covetoulneſs, but an unſatiable and ;unſuftere- 
ble thirft ; or malice and enyy, but venom 1n the 
very heart > Spiritual ſloth 1s but a ſcurvy in rhe 
mind, and carnal ſecurity a mortal lethargy z and 
how can that foul have true comfort, that 1s under 
fo many diſeaſes? But converting grace. cures, atid 
ſo caſes the mind, and prepares the foul for a ſet- 
led, ſtanding, immortal peace. Great prace bv 
zhey that love thy Commandments, and notbing ſhall offend 
them, .Pſal. 1.19. 165. They arethe waysof wildom 
that afford pleaſure and peace, Prov. 3. 17. David 
had infiitel more pleature in the word, than n 
all 'the delights of his- Court, Pal. 11g. T0. 127; 
The conſcience cannot be truly pacified, till ſound- 
ly purified, Heb, 10.22, Curſed is that peace, that 
| is 


Two ſorts of peace are more to be dreaded, than. - 
all the troubles in the world; peace with fin, and - 
peace 1n fn. | "0.0 
Secondly, Thy hopes of ſalvation hereafter. ay in 
vin ; yea, worle than in vain; they are moſt 1nju- 
rrous to God, moſt pernicious to thy ſelf : There is. 
death, deſperation, blaſphemy mm the bowels of this 
hop2. ' 1. There # death in it.” Thy confidence ſhall ve 
ying Wh 199124 01t of thy tabernacles (God will.up with 1t, root 
hin #'d branch) zr ſhalt bring 15% 10 the King of terrours, 
nels Job 18,14. Tho' they mayeltlean upor'this houſe,it. 
rave. will not ſrand, Fob. 8:15. but wali prove like arninous: : 
hiok  buriding, which when a man trafis to, it falls down 
ian; about his ears. . 2. There + deſperation in it, Where is 
the hope of the hypocrite, when God rakes away his foul > - 
tur WM 19>: 27. 8. Then there is an end for-ever of: his þope. 
and I Indeed, the hope of the righteous hath anend ;. bur. 
Vhat then 'ris-not a deſtruRtive, but aperfective ends; his -- 
but op* ends in fruition, others in fruſtration, Prov. 
rein 20. 28. The godly muſt fay at death, Ir .finifbed ;bur . 
ny; the wicked, I: + periſhed ; and-in too ſad earneſt be-. 
*r2- moan himſelf, (as Fob in a miſtake;) Y/here now'is my- - 
the fe? He hath deſtroyed me, I am gone, and my hoe & re-- 
che Wl n0ved like 4 tree, Job 19: 10. The righteous hath bope. 
and I in #% death, Prov. 14. 32: When nature 15. dying,- .. 
der  fis hopes are fiving 3 when his body is langwſhing, .._ 
ard WY 18 hopes are floarithing 3 his hope 1s a living hope, . 
ſet-M 2 Pet. 1.33. - 5 fxnide Zac, but others a dying... 
».1ve WI Fea 2 damning, ſoul-undoing hops. | Fhen.s wicked. 
Fend i 141 dieth, bis expetFation ſhall peri þ, and the hope of un-. - 
om MW juf men periſbeth, Prov. 11. 7. @ ſhall be cut of, and * 
wid Ml prove- like the Spider's web, Job $. 14. wwhich-.he :* 
1 11 I ſpins out of fis own bowels ; but then comes death 
2.7. Wl with the broom; and takes down all, and'fo there w : 


Fir the 4:25 of the wicked fhetl fail, and their hope ſhall = 
F £25927 WW 1 = 
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is maintained in a way-of fin, Dent. 29. 19, 204 - - 


an erernakend of mis confider:.ce,,wherein ke trulfed. :. > 
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be as the giving upiof the ghoſt, Job It. 20. Wicked 
men are ſetled in their carnal -hope, and will not 
be beaten out of it: They hold it taft, they will not 
letitgo. Yea, but death-will knock off their fingers; 
though we cannot undeceive them, death and judg- 
ment will : When death ſtrikes his dart through thy 
hver, it will let-out thy foul, and thy. hopes toge-. 
ther. The unſanctified have hope only in this lif 
1 Cor, 15. 19. and therefore are, of all: men, mo 
miſerable: When death comes, u lets them out in- 
tothe amazing gulf of endle ration. 3+ There 
& blaſphemy init. Te hope we ſhall be ſaved, though 
continuing unconverted, 1s to hope we ſhall prove 
God a liar. He hath told you, that fo merciful and 
pre: as heis, he will never ſave you par guy oc 
ing, if you go on1n 1gnorance, or a courle of un- 
cighteoaſters, Iſs 27<k14'1Cor.6.9. Ina word, he 
hathrold you, hatever you be, or do, nothing 
{hall avail you:to talvatzen, without you be new 
Gal. 6.15. 'Now, to fay God is merciful, 
and we hope he will aveus nevertheleſs, is to ſay, 
in effect, We hope God will not do as he faith. 
We may not ſet God's attributes at variance : God 
is reſolved to glorife mercy, but not with the pre- 
. Judice of<truth; as the -preſumptuous finner will 
find, to his everlaſting ſorrow. | 
. Obje#, Why, butwehope in Jeſus Chriſt, we put 
our whole truſt: m God, and therefore doubt not 
wa ere rape | brit, þ 8h F 
An}. 1. % not to hope in Chriſt, out againſt Chrift. 
To hopeto ſee the obs whe of God, without being 
born again ; to hope to find eternal life ih the broad 
way, 1s to-hope Chrift will prove a falſe propher. 
"Tis David's plea, I hope inthy word, Pſal. 119.81. but 
this hope is agai e word. Shew me a word of 
{ Chriſt for thy hope, that he will fave thee in thine 
wnorance, or profane ab okc. 


The Neceſſity of Converſion, 
ind I will never go to {ſhake thy confidence: - 
2. God doth with abhorrence rejefl this hope. Thoſe 
pndemned*in the Prophet, went on in their fing, 
yet (faith the text) they will lean upon the Lord, 
Mic. 3.11. God will not endure to be made aprop 
o men 1m their ſins: The Lord rejected thoſe pre- 
ſumptuous finners, that went on. ſtill in their treſ-- 
paſſes, and yet would ſtay themſelves upon the God 
of Iſrael, Iſa. 48. 1, 2. as a man would ſhake off the 
briars or one ſaid well) that cleavesto his garment. 


here 3. If thy hope be any thing worth, it will purifie thee 
ugh fo” thy fins, 1 Joh. 3. 3. bur curted 1s that hope, 
oye which doth cheriſh men 1n their fins. Tk 
and ObjeF. Would you have us to deſpair ? 

nd- Anſw. You muſt deſpair of ever coming to hea- 


ven as you are, Af. 2.,37. that is, whule you remain 


Uſ- 
| he Funconyerted. You muſt x; ever 'to ice the 
face of God, without holineſs ; but you muſt: by-. 


ew £29 means deſpair of finding naexcy, upon your 
ful, through repentance and converſion 5 meth may 
you deſpatrr of attaining to repentance and conyer- 
ich, MW fon, in the nſe of God's means, (£54 © 
od BB V. Yithout this, all that Chriſt bath done and ſuffer= 
we- 1 will be (as 10 you) in vain, Joh. 13. 8. Tit, 2.14. 
vill WI That is, it will no way avail to your Glvacine: Ma- 
ny urge this as a ſufficient ground for their hopes, -. - 

pat MW fiat Chrift died for finners: But I muſt tell you, 
not I Chriſt never died: to fave impenitent and uncon- 
. Werted finners-( fo contirming ) 2 Tim. 2.19% A. 
iff, © great Divine was wont; in his private dealings with 
1 louls, to ask two Queſtions ; 1. What hath Chrift 
3 done for you? 2. What hath Chriſt wrought im you'® 
er, © Withour the application of rhe Spirit mn regenera-' - 
but I tion,- we can have no ſaving intereſt in the benefits 
| of Ml of redemption. I tell you from the Lord, Chrift 


ine © fumſelf cannot fave you, if you go on in this eftatecs” 
I. I were againſt bis truſs. the Mediator is there's & 


n a 
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be as the giving upiof the ghoſt, Job 11. 20. Wicked 
men are ſetled in their carnal hope, and will not 
be beaten out of it: They hold it taft, they will not 
letitgo. Yea, but death-will knock off their fingers; 
though we cannot undeceive them, death and judg- 
ment will : When death ſtrikes his dart through thy 
hver, it will let-out thy foul, and thy. hopes toge-. 
ther. The unſanftified have hope only in this lifi 

x Cor. 15. 19. and therefore are, of all: men, mo 

miſerable: When death comes; ut lets them out in- 

# | 


tothe amazing gult ot endle ration. 3» There 
&+ blaſphemy in it. Te hope we ſhall be ſaved, though ÞY'®”" * 
continuing unconverted, 18.to hope we ſhall prove (#Þich 
God a liar. He hath told you, that ſo merciful and\fl 0%) 
me as heis, he will never ſave you yoann : An 
ing, if you go on1n ignorance, or a courſe of un- [Yn 25 
cigtecaſiets. Iſs 27«<k1s'1Cor.6.9. Ina word, he "cor 
hathtold you, pry -ooeg you be, or do, nothing ={*ce © 
ſhall avail you:to talvation, without you be new £29 M 
creatures, Gal. 6.15. 'Now, to ſay God 1s merciful, trouw 
and we hope he will fave,us nevertheleſs, is to ſay, £592 d 
in effe&t, We hope" God. will not do as he faith, $97, 
We may not ſer God's attributes at variance : God 
is reſolved to glorife mercy, but not with the pre- 
. Judice of<truth; as the -preſumptuous finner will 
find, to his everlaſting ſorrow. 
. Obje&#, Why, butwehope in Jeſus Chrift, we put 
our Whole truft-mn God, and therefore doubt not 
ne ay 6/6 bit, 6 8h F 
An}. 1. % not to hope in Chriſt, out againſt Chriſt. 
To hopeto ſee the foes wan of God, without being 
born again ; to hope to find eternal life ih the broad 
way, 1s to.hope Chriſt will prove a falſe propher. 
"Tis David's plea; "px 8 ew word, Pſal. 119.81. but 
this hope is agal word. Shew me a word of 
( Chriſt for thy hope, that he will fave thee in thine 
Znorance, or profane ' neglefts- of his =—__ 
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2, God doth with abhorrence reje# this hope. Thoſe 
pndemned in the Prophet, went on 1n their fing, 
et (faith the rext) they will lean upon the Lord, 

16. 3.11. God will not endure ro be made aprop 
o men 1n their ſins: The Lord rejected thoſe pre- 
umptuous finners, that went on.ſtll in their treſ- 
paſſes, and yet would ſtay themſelves upon the God 
of Iſrael, - Iſa. 48. 1, 2. as a man would ſhake off the 
briars (as one ſaid well) that cleavesto hisgarment. 

3. If thy hope be any thing worth, it will purifie thee 
from thy fins, 1 Joh. 3. 3. bur curted 1s that ho 
which doth cheriſh men 1n their fins. | 

ObjeF. Would you haye us to deſpair ? 

Anſw, "You muſt deſpair of ever coming to hea- 
ven as you are, Aft. 2.,37. that is, whule you remain 
unconyerted. You muſt deſpair ever to ſee the 


face of God, without holineſs ; but you muſt by + 


no means deſpair of finding naexcy, upon your 
through repentance and comrertiver' mechbe may 
you deſpatr of atraining to repentance and conyer- 
hon, in the nſe of God's means, | 

V. Without thic, all that Chriſt bath done and ſuffer 
ed will be (as to you) in vain, Joh. 13. 8. Tit. 2. 14. 
That is, it will no way avail to your (ltvarion. Ma- 


ny urge this as a ſufficient ground for their hopes, 


that Chrift died for finners: But I muſt tell you, 
Chriſt never died: to ſave impenitent and uncon- 


erted finners-( fo continuing) 2 Tim. 2.19% A- 


great Divine was wont; in his private dealings with 
louls, to ask two Queſtions ; 1. What hatch Chriſt 
done for you? 2. What hath Chriſt wrought in you? 


Withour the application of rhe Spirit m regenera-' - 
tion,- we can haveno ſaving intereſt in the benefits. 


of redemption. I tell yoa from the Lord, Chritt 


himſelf cannot fave you, if Jos 20 on 1n this eftate;-" 


I. It were againſt bis truſt. The Mediator is the 
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vant of the Father, Iſc.42. 1. ſhews his commiſſion 
from kim, aQts in hisname, and pleads his command 
for his. juſtification, Foh. 10, 18, 36.. and 6. 38, 40, 
And God hath commatrted all ghings to him, entrult. 
ed his own glory, and the ſalvation of the elect with 
him, Matth-11. 27. Fob. 17:2. Accordingly, Chrift 
$ives his Father an account of both parts truſt, 

| ”s he leaves the world, F095. 17. 446,12. Now 
hrift ſhould quite croſs his Father's glory, his great- 


= E 
F 


- aft rruſt, if he thouid ſave men 19 their fins ; for this 


were to oyerturn all his counſels, and to offer yio- 
lence to all his attributes, : 

 Firft, To overturn all his counſels : Of whach, this 
15 the order, that men ſhould be brought through 
ſanQification, te ſalvation, » Th2(. 2.13, He hath 
Choſen them, that they ſhould be holy, « t$/> I. 45 
They are eleted:to pardon and life through ſands 
feation, 1 Pet..1.2* If thou caaſt repeal the law of 


God's mmmutable-counſel, or corrupt, tum whom: 
the. Father hath ſcal?d, to go directly againſt his. 


common, then, and not-otherwiſe,” mayeſt thou 
ger to heaven 1n this condition. To hope that Chriſt 
well fave thee while unconverted, 1s-to hope that 


Carift will falfifie his truſt. Henever did, nor will. 


fave one foul, but whom the Father hath given him 
z7election,;' and drawn to him .n effeftual calling, 


Fob.8. 34. 37- Be affured, Chriſt will ſave none 4n. 


away contrary to his Father's will, Fob. 6. 38. 


Secandly, Te offer violence to ok his attr.i-uter. 1.T0- 


bs jet ice : For the righteouſneſs of. Gad's judgment. 
Ixrs,.im rendring to all according, to their works, 
Tem. 2. <6. Now, ſhould mea tow to the flzth, 
and yerof the [picr reap everlaiting life, Gal. 6. 7, 8: 


re were th? glory of &vize . Juſticz, fince 1t, 


$Sparid de gt/292 to. the wicked according to tre 


work of the righteous? © 2. Ty bis bolineſs,, If God, 


wtd-no2 only fave fingers, but fave them ja > of 
- kng, 
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6ns, his moſt pure and ſirift holime(s would be .ex- 
ceedingly defaced. The unſanttified is, inthe eyes 
of God's holineſs, wore than afwine or viper, Mat. 
23.33« 2 Pet. 2.22, Now, what cleanly nature could 
endure-to have the filthy ſwine bed and board wit! 


lim, in his parlour, or bed-chamber ? It would offer 


theextreameſt violence to the infinite purity of the = 
divine nature, to have ſygh todwell with him. They ._ 

cannot Rand in his fiidgment, they carmot abide in 
his preſence;” P/al. 1.5. and 5.4,5. If holy David 
would not endure ſuch in his houſe, no-nor in his 
ſight, Pſal. 101. 3, 7. ſhall we tmnk God will > 
Should he take mea as they be, fromthe trough, to 
the table ; from the harlot's hips, from the ty and 
draff, to the glory of heaven, the world would:think * 
God were at no-ſuch. a diſtance from fin, nor had 
ſuch diſlike of it, as we are told-he hath: They 
would conclude, God were wr's jy 'S ſuch a one as 
themſelves, (as they wickedly did, but from the ye- 
ry. forbearance of God, Pſzl. 50. 21.) 3. To bk we-. 
r4city : For Gad hath declared-from heaven, That if 
any ſhall ſay, bz ſhall have peace, though he ſpon!d go.on 
inthe imagination of his heart : bis wrath fhall ſmoat 4- 
geainſft that man, Deut. 2 9. 19, 20. Ty«t they (only) 42: 
confeſs and forſake their ſons, ſhall find mercy, Prov. 28:; . 
13. That they that ſhall enter into his bill, muſt be of. 
clexn hands, and.a pure beart, Plal. 24-.3, 4 Where, 
were God's truth, it notwithſtanding all this, he 
ſhould bring men to ſalvation. without converſion >: 
O deſperate finner, that dareſt to hope that Chriſt. 
will put the lye- upon his Father, and mnullifie his. 
word, to fave thee! 4. To bj wiſdom : For this. 
were to.zhrow away the choiceſt mercies on.thern. 
that wanuld not valus them, nor were any way ſuit=. 
«ito them.. Firſt, They would not value them, .The- 
unſanftified finner puts but little price upon God's 
geat ſalvation, Meth. 22.5. . He lets no more by 
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Chriſt, than the whole by the Phyſician, Math. 9; 


12. He prizeth net his balm, values not his cure, 


tramplesapon his blood, Heb, 10, 29, Now, Would 
it ſtand with wiſdom, to force pardon and lite z;pon 
them that would give tim no thanks for them + Will 
the all-wiſe God (when he hath forbidden us to 
do it) throw his: holy things to Dogs, and his 
pearls to Swine, that would (as it were) but turn 
again, and rend him, Math. 7. 6. This would make 
mercy to be deſpiſed indeed. Wildom requires, 
that life be given-1n a way ſuitable to God's honour, 
and that God provide for the ſecuring his ownglo- 
ry, as well'as man's felicity. It would be diſhonour- 
.able to God, to (et his jewels on the ſnouts of Swine, 
(continuing ſuch) to beſtow his chotceſt riches 
on them, that haye more pleaſure in their ſw1ll, 
than the heavenly delights that he doth offer. God 
ſhonld loſe the praiſe and glory of his grace, if he 
ſhould caft it away on them that were not only un- 
worthy, but unwilling, Secondly, They are no way 


ſutted to them. The Dryins Wiſdom & ſeen 'in' 
fuiting things each to other, the means to the end,' 


the objett to the faculty, the quality of the gift to 


the capacity of the recexver. Now, if Chriſt ſhauld' 


. bring the unregenerate finner to heaven, he could 
take no more ftelicity there, thana beaſt, if you ſhould 
bring him into a beautiful room, 
re _ _ a erat ingay table ; yon 
poor t much rather be grazing wit 

owbrutes Alas ! What ſhould an unfanttih 

creattre do in'heaven! He could take no content 
there, becauſe nothing ſuits him. The place doth 
not ſuit him ; he would be but piſcis in arido, quite 
out of his element, as a Swine in the parlonr, 'or a 


' .. fiſhout of witer. The company doth not ſuit him: 


What ceftimunion hath darknefs with light? 'Cor-" 
ruption with perfeCtion 2. Filth and O_ 
wh 


to the ſociety of. 
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with glory and immortality? The employment 
doth not ſuit him: The Anthems of heayen fir 
not hismouth, ſuit not his ear. Canft thou charm 
thy beaſt with mufick > Or wilt thou bring him to 
thy Organ, and expect that he ſhould make thee 
melody, or keep time with thE skilful Quire> Or 
had he skill, -he would have no will ; and fo could 
find no pleaſure, no more than the nauſeous ſto- + 
mach 1n S meat, on which it hath newly ſurfeited. 
Spread thy table with delicates, before*a languiſh- 
ing Patient, and 1t will. be bur a very offence. Alas ! 
if the poor man think a Sermon long, and ſay of a 
Sabbath, What a wearine(s & it? Mal. 1. 13. how mi- 
ſerable would he think it, to be held to it to all 
eternity? 5. Ts bis Immutability, or elſe to bis Omnj« 
(ciency, or Ommnipotency. For this 1s enacted in the Con- 
clave of heaven, and enrolled in the decrees of the 
Court above, that none but the pure in heart Pol 
ever fee God, Matth.5 8. This 1s laid up with him, 
and ſcaled, among his treaiures. Now, if Chrift yet 
bring any to heaven. unconverted, either he muſt 
get them in. without his Father's knowledge; and 
then where 1s his Ommlciency ? Or againft his will 
and then where were his Omnipotency ? Or he muſt 
—_— his will, and then where were his Immuta- 
tity 2 | 

Sinner, Wilt thou nov yet give.up thy yain hope 
of being favyed in this condition? Saith Bitdad, Shall 
the earth be forſaken for thee, or the rocks moved out of 
their place? Job 18. 4. May not I, much more, rea- 
fon ſo with thee > . Sha!l the laws of heaven be re-- 
verſed for thee? Shall rhe everlaſting foundations be 
overturned for thee ? Shall Chriſt pur out theeye of 
bis Father's Ommiictency, or ſhorteri the arm of his 
eternal power for thee > Shall divine Juſtice be vio- 
kted for thee, or the brightneſs of the glory of his 
holineſs be blemiſbed for thee > -Oh, the impoC 


bility, 


e. 
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ſability, abſurdity, blaſphemy, that 1s jn ſuch a confi. 
dence! To think Chriſt will ever fave thee in this 
condition, 1s ta make_thy Saviour to become a fin- Þ 26 
ner, and to do more wrong to the infinite Majeſty, W to 
than all the wicked on earth, or devils in hell ever I dy! 
did, or could : And yet wilt thou not give up ſuch Wl lafl 
» blaſphemous hope ? | as \ 
II, Againſt bis word. We need not ſay, ho ſhall Wl a 
aſcend into heayey, to bring down Chrift frem above > Or | cor 
who ſhall deſcgnd into the deep, to bring up Chriſt fron ma 
beneath > The word is nigh $#, Rom. 10.6, 7,8. Are was 
you agreed that Chriſt ſhall end the controverſie > Þ niti 
Hear then his own words: Except you be converted, WW tra 
you ſhall in no wiſe enter imo the kingdom of heaven. Mat, i 1 
18. 3. Toi miſt be born again, Joh. 3.7. .If I w2ſhthee fWtot 
nos, thou haſt no part in me, Joh. 13.8. Repent or periſh, M The 
Luk. 13. 3- One word, one would think, werz 
enough from Chriſt ; but how often and earneſtly I god 
doth. he reiterate it 2 Yerily, verily, verily, verdy, cx- Ml mu! 
cept 4 man be born again, ke fhall nos ſee the kingdom of Wl 2. 1: 
God, Joh. 3. 3,5. Yea, he doth nor only all:rr, MWof fi 
but prove th2 neceſiity of the new birth; viz. from I kno! 
the ficſhlineſs and filthineſs of man's firſt birth, 7b. MW If he 
..6. by reaſbn of which, man is no more fit for Wof in; 
ven, than the beaſt is for the chamber of the then 
King's prefence. And wilt theu yet believe thine, Wit fre 
own: preſurmptuous confidence ,. directly againſt Enour 
Chriſt's words > He muſt go quite againſt the kw ſing 
of his Kingdom, and rule of hts Judgment, to fare lon t 
thee in thus eitate. . On V. 
NM. Az1inft bis oath. He hath lifted up his hand Wbca 2 
to. heaven :; he hath ſworn, that thoſe that remzin Magain: 
in unbelicf, and know not his ways (that 1s, are ig- 
norant of them, or diſobedient to them) ſhall nor 
__ enter 'into-his refs, Pſat. 95, 11, Heb. 3.8. And 
wilt thou not yet believe; O finner, that he'is in car: 
neft> Cantthoy hope'he will betorſworn for thee 
- - The 
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The covenant of grace is confirmed by an oath, and 
ſealed by blood, Heb. 6. 17. and 9. 16, 18, 19. Matth. 
26, 28. but all muſt be made void, and another way 
to heaven found out, if thou be ſaved, living and 
dying unſanfified. God is come to his loweſt and 
laſt terms with man, and hath condeſcended as far 
as with honour he could, hath ſetup his pillars with 
a Ne plus ultra. Men cannot be faved, wile un- 
converted, except they &uld get another covenant 
made, and the whole frame of the Goipel (which 
was eſtabliſhed for ever, with ſuch dreadfal folem- 
nities) quite altered. And would not thus be a di- 
ſtrafted hope ? 

IV. Againſt hi honacr. GoJ will ſoſhew his love 
to the firmer, as withal to ſhew his hatred to fin, 
Therefore he that raames the name of Jeſus mult 
depart from 1niquity, 2 Tim. 2. 19. and Geny all wn- 
godlint's » And he that hath hope of life by Chritt, 
muſt punifie himſelf as he is pure, 1 Fob. 3. 3. Tir. 
2.12, otherwiſe Chrift would hethought a fayourer 
of fin. The Lord Jeſus would have all the wor'id to 
know, though he pardon fin, he w:11 not protect it. 
If holy David hall fay, Depart from me, all ze workers © 
of iniquity, Pſal. 6.8. ard ſhall hut the doors againſt 
them, Pſal. 101. 7. ſhall not ſuch much more expe 
t from Chriſt's holineſs > Wonld it be for his ho- 
nour, to haye the dogs tothe table, or tolodge the 
ſwine with his children, or to haye Abraham's bo- 
lm to be a neſt of vipzrs. 

V. Againſt his oFces. God hath exalted him to 
dea Prince, and 4 Saviour, ACt. 5, 31. He ſhould at * 
azunſt both, ſhould he ſave men 1a their ſins. It 1s 
the office of a King, 


Pareere ſubjeFz, & debellare ſuperbos. 


to be 4 terrony to evil doers, and « praiſe to them thas 
do 
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do well, Rom. 13. 3, 4. He k« a miniſter of God, a re-- 
venger 10 execute wrath on bim that doth evil, Now, 
ſhould Chriſt fayour the ungodly, (fo continuing,) 
and take thoſe to reign with him, that would not 
that he ſhould reign over them, Lk. 19. 27. this 
were quite anni as office: He therefore reigns, 
that. he may put his enemies under his feet, 1 Cor. 
I5. 25, Now, ſhould he lay them in his boſom, he 
ſhould croſs the end of his regal power. It belongs 
to Chrift, as a King, to ſubdue the hearts, and flay 
the laſts of his holla, Pſal. 45.5. and 110. 3. What 
king would take the rebels, in open hoſtility, into 
his Court > What were this, but tobetray life, king- 
dom, | net rc and all together? It Chrift bea 
King, he muſt have: homage, honour, ſubjection, 
&c: Mal. r.6. Now, to ſave men while in their 
natural enmity, were to obſcure his dignity, loſe hus 
authority, bring contempt on his government, and 
ſell his dear-bought rights for nought. A 

Again, As Chrift ſhould not be a Prince, ſo nef 
ther a Saviour, if he ſhould dothis; for his falya- 
tion is ſpiritual: He is called Jeſus, becauſe he ſaves 
his people fromtheir fins, Afar. 1. 2.1. ſo that ſhould 
he fave them in their fins, he ſhould be neither Lord, 
nor Jeſus.” To fave men from the puniſhment, and 
not trom the power of fin, were to do his work by 
halves, and be an imperfe& Saviour. His office, as. 
the D:liverer, is; to turn away ungodlineſs from Jacob, 
Rom. 11. 26. He & ſent t0 bleſs men, in turning then 
from their iniquities, A& 3.26 To make an end of ſen, 
Dan. 9. 24. Sothat he ſhodild deftroy his own de- 
figns, and nullifie his offices, to ſave men abiding 
their unconverted eſtate. 

Application, Ariſe then : What meaneſt thou, O 
ſleeper? Awake; O ſecure finner, left thou be con- 
ſumed in thine iniquities. Say, as the Lepers, If ** 
þt here, we fſoall die, 2 King, 7. 3, 4 Verly, pes 
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More certain that thon art now: out of hell, than 
hat thou ſhalt ſpeedily be 1n it, except thou repent, 
nd be converted; there1s but this one door for thee 
eſcape by. Ariſe then, O ſluggard, and ſhake off 
hine excuſes: How long wilt thou {lumber, and 
old* thine: hands to ſleep? Prov. 6. 10; 11.- Wilt 
hou lie down: in the midſt of the ſea, or ſleep on 
ze top of the maſt >| Prov, 23.34. There 18no re- 
edy ; but thou muſt either turn, or burn. There 
s an unchangeable neceſlity of the change of thy 
ondition, except thou art reſolved to abide the 
'orſt of it, and try it out with the Almighty. 1f 
hou loveit'thy life, O man, ariſe and come away. 
thinks I ſee the Lord Jeſus laying the merciful 
lands of an holy-yiolence upon thee ; methinks he 
arries it like the: Angels to Lot, Gen. 19. 15, &c. 


hen the Angels haftened Lor, ſazing, Ariſe, left thou 


je conſumed, . And while be lingred, the men laid hold 
on bk hand, the Lord being merciful unto him, and 
bey brought him without the.city, and ſaid, Eſcape for 
” life, ſtay ndt in'all the plain, eſcape 10 the mountain, 
eff thou be conſumed. 
Oh, how wilful will thy deſtruction be, if thou 
houldſt yet hardenthy ſelf in thy ſinful tate! Bur 
dne of you can ſay, but yqu have had fair warning. 
etmethinks I cannot tell how to leave-you ſo: It 
not enough to me to have delivered my own ſoul. 
hat! Shall I go away without my errand > Will 
lone of you ariſe, and follow me> Have I 
| this while ſpeaking to the wind > Have I been 
arming the deaf Adder, or allaying the tambling 


Xean with arguments? Do I ſpeak to the trees or - 


dcks, or to men > To the rombsand monuments of 

dead, or to a living auditory 2. If you be men, 
n& not ſenſeleſs ſtocks, ſtand fill, and confider 
Flither you are going : If you have the reaſon and 
nderſtanding of men, dare not to run ay he 
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flames, and fall into hell with your eyes open ; b 
think your ſelves, and ſet vo the work of repen- 
tance. Waat, men, and yetrun into the pit, whe: 
the very beaſts will not be forced in! Whar, endow. 
ed 'with reaſon, and yet dally with death and hell 
and the vengeance of the Almighty ! Are men here. 
n ing ed from the very brates, that they hayz 


arg! 
aat 
Vil. 
thi, 
hal 
10W 


no forefight of, and care to provide for the thing 


t9come ; and will you. not haten your eſcape from 
eternal torments 3 Oh, ſhew your ſelves men, and 

t reaſon prevail with you : Is it a reaſonable thing 
for you to conrend againſt the Lord, your Maker} 
Ifz. 45. $0r to harden your ſelves againſt his ward? 
Fob 9, 4. asthough the firength of !ſrae! wou'd lye! 


I 52m. 15.29. Is 1t reaſonable that Fn underitan& 


ing creature ſhould loſe, yea live quite againſt the 
very end of his being, and be aa broken pitcher, 
only fit for the dunghil > Is it tolerable, that the on- 


ly thing in this world that God hath made capablelif 


of knowing bs will, and-bringing him giory, ſhoul 
yet live-in ignorance of. his Maker, and be unſer 


viceable to his uſe; yea,. ſhou!d be engaged azunliif 


htm, and ſpit his venom in the face of his Creator 

Hear, O heavens, #nd give ear, O carth, and | 
the creatures without ſeaſe be judge, if this bz re: 

fon,. That man, when God .hath nouriſhed and 
brought him up, ſhould rebel againft him. 1/z. 1.% 
Judge m ygur own ſelves: Is it a reaſonable unde! 
taking, for bryars and thorns to ſet themſelves in 
battle gin the devouring fire? 1ſ2.27. 4 Or 

the potſherd bf the earth to ftrivewith his Mater 

I you will ſay, this is not reaſon, ſurely the-eye dl 
rea{on 15 quite put out: And if this bereafon thet 
there isno reaſon that you ſhould continue as you 
be, but 'ris ail the reaſon in the world : you then 
forthwith repent and turn. 


. ..c 
What ſhall I ay? I could ſpead my ſelf inths 


argu 
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argument.” Oh, har a would bur hearken to me! 
nat you would preſently ſet upon a new courſe! 


vill you not be made clean > When ſhall it once 
*-> What! Will no body be perſuaded > Reader, 
hall I prevail with thee for .one? Wilt thou fic 
jown and confider the fore-mentioned arguments, 
ind debareit, whether xx be not beſt to turn> Come 
nd ler us reaſon together :. Is1t good for thee to be 
ere? Wilt thou fir hill, tell the ride come in upon 


ance? Is it good for thee to try whether God will 
WW: ſogood as his word ; and to harden thy; felf in a 
'Wconceir, that all is well with thee, wile thou re- 

tineſt unſandtified Þ.. * 

Bur' [know.you' will not be perſuaded, : but the * 
reateft part will be as they have been, and do as 
they have done. -I know*-the drunkafrd will to his 
'omit again, and the decerver will to his deceit a- 
22n, and the luftfa} wanton to his dalliance again. 

MAlas, that I muft leave you where you were; in 

Sour ignorance or looſeneſs, or in your lifeleſs for- 

*Wmaliy, and cuſtomary devotions ! However, I will 

tt down and bemoan my fruitleſs labours; and 
bend ſome fighs oyer-my periſhing hearers. 

' © diftracted ſinners! What will their . end be ? 
What will they do tv the day:of vifitation > hither 

d andfv;7 they flee for help > Where will they leave their glory? 

Ia. ro. 3. How powertolly hath fin bewirched them? 

How efftetually. hath the God of this world: blinded 

iem \ How: Rtrong- 1s their deluſion? :How uticir« 

(10 eumciled their. ears? How obdurate their hearts > 

Waran hath them at his beck. But how long tmiy I 

val, and carr get no anſwer? I may [diſpute with 

>" year afcer year, ant! rhey will give me the hear- 

ing, and that 1s all. They muſt and will hayetheir 

"Wins, ſay what 1 will : Though 1 tell them there is 
 Weeath in the cup, yet they will rake-itup: Though 

[tel] ghemm 'ris the broag way, and-endeth in deftru- 

Ction, 
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ion, yet they will go'on init; T warn them, ye 
cannot win them. Sometimes [ think, the merc 
of God will melt them, and his winning invitatiq 
will oyercome them ; but I find them as they were 
Sometimes, 'that the terrour of the Lord will per 
ſuade them; yetneither will this do 1t. .;They » 
approve the Word, like the Sermon, commend th 
Preacher ; but they will ma live as they did. The 
willnot deny me, yet they will not obey me. The 
will flock to the word of God, and fit before me 
his people, and hear-my words ; but they will n 
do them. The value, and will plead for Mintfer 
and I am to n oa as the lovely ſong of one th 
hath pleaſant yajee yet I cannotget them tocon 
underChrift's y They loveme, and will bere 
dy to fay they do -any thing for me ; but k 
my life, I cannot-perſnade them' toleave theirf 
to forego. their evi] company, their 1ntemperant 
their unjuſt gains, &'c. I cannot prevail with the 
to ſer wr prayer in their, families and cloſets, yt 
promiſe me, hke the forward Son, th 
6 TI go, Sir ; but went not,” Marth. 21. 30. 1 & 
not perſuade them to leamn the oof: il 
' ion, though elſe they will die without knowledge, | 
6.12, I tell them their miſery, but they wall 
e but 'tis well h: If I tell them p: 
—_ , I fear for ſuch their-ftate is bad, t ih 
| me cenſ{orious ;' or if they be at x 
a little awakened, are quickly lulfd aflee> by Sa 
again, have loſt the lenſe w_ Ry 
or r hearers! they periſh 
OP rack. <p when ' Mimnfters would o 6 
4 m ? What courſe ſhall T uſe with-th 
that I have not tried > What ſhall T do for the « ys 
of my people > Jer. 9.7, 0 Lord God, belp. Alas: 
leave them thus? If they will not bear me, yer do thou! 
me, Oh, that they might yet lioe in thy fight ! Lord 
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we Unconverted, I 


them, or elſe they periſh. My heart would melt to ſee their 
houſes on fire abons their ears," when they were faſt aſleep 
in their beds ; and ſhill not my ſoul be moved within me, 
zo ſee them falling into endleſs perdition> Lord, have 
compaſhon, and [ave them out of the burning : Put forth 
thy divine power, and the work will be done ; But as for 
mo, I cannot. prevail. 


Chap. IV. Shewing the Marks of the 


Unconverted, 


Wile we keep aloof m generals, there is little 
fruit ro. be expected : It. is the hard-fight thar 
does execution. David is not awaken'd by the Pro- 
phet's hovering at a diſtance; tn parabohical infinua- 
tions: He is forced to clote with him, arid tell him 
home, Thou art the man. Few will, in words, den 
the neceſſity of the new birth; but they have a ſelt- 
deluding confidence, that the work is not now to 
do : And becauſe they know. themſelves. free from 
that groſs hypocriſie, that. doth take up. Religion 
merely for a colour to decerye-others,. and forthe 
covering of wicked defigns, they - are confident of 
their ſincerity, and ſuſpect not that-more cloſe hy- 
pocrifie (where the greateft danger lies) by which a 
man deceiveth his own ſoul, Fam. 1.26. But man's 
deceitful heart is ſuch'a matchleſs cheat, and ſelt- 
delufion ; ſo reigning, and fo fatal a diſeaſe, that I 
know not w be the greater, the difficulty, or 
the dilplicency, or the neceflity of the, undecerving 
work that I am now upon, Alas | For my uncon- 
yerted hearers, they muſt be.undecaved, or undone. 
But how ſhall thus. be effeted > Hic Labor, hoc opus eff. 
Help, O All-(earching Light + and let thy diſcerning ee 
diſcover the rotten foundation of the ſelf-deceiver ; and * 
lead me, O Lord God, as thou didſt thy Prophet, inzo the 
chambers of Imagery, and dig through the wall of ſinners 
: arts,, 
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hearts, and diſcover the hidden abominations that are Wi; 
lurking out of fight, inthe dark. Oh, ſend thine Angel 
before me, to open the ſundry wards of their hearts, as thox Ber 
didft before Peter, and make even the iron gates #0 fly 6- Wh 
pen of their own accord. And as Jonathan xo ſooner 14- Mp4 
fed the boney, but bis eyes were enlightned; ſo grant, 0 
Lord, that when the poor decerved ſonls with whom I have 
to do, ſhall caft their gies upon theſe lines, their minls By | 
* 4) be illuminated, and their con{ciences convinced anl Rs 141 
awakened, that they may ſee with their eyes, and hear with; 
their ears, 4nd be converted, and thou mayeft heal them, Bhs ;; 
This muſt be premiled, before we proceed ta the h/+1: 
diſcovery, That it.is moft certain men-may have Wyn; 
confident perſuaſion, that their hearts and ſtates beF;1,., 
$009, and yet be nnſound. Heap the Truth hin- | 
elf, who ſhews tn Laodices's cafe, rhat men may be 
wretched, and miſerable, and poor, and blind, and 
naked, and yet not know 1t ; yea, they may be con- 
fident they are rich, and increaſed in grace, Rev. z. 
- 27. There k 4 generation that is pure in their own eyer, 
and yet is not waſhed from their filthine(s, Prov. 30. 12, 
Who, better perſuaded of his eaſe than P.u!, whit 
yet hs remained unccnyerted > Rom. 7. 9.' So that 
' they aretmiſerably decerved, that take a {trong can- 
fidence, for a ſafficient evidence.” - They that haveſſhy ;; 
np b=ttzr proof, than barely a ſtrong perſuaſion 
har they are converted, are certainly as yet firar- 
ters to Converſion. | 
But to come more cloſe: As it was ſaid of theff.; 
- adherents of Antichriſt, 1d here; ſome of the uni 
" copyertell carry their marks in'their foreheads, more 
openly ; and forhe in ther Kands,. mofe\coverth 
Apoftle reckons up f&me; upon whom he write 
the fentence of death, as in'theſe dreadful cata 
logues, which I befeech'you to attend with alkdili 
gence, Epbeſ. 5, 5,6. For this you know, thet no whirf 
monger, ror unclear perſon, nor eouerous man, who t ani 
_ dotater 
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are Welater, bath an inheritance in the kingdom of Chriſt, 
tor! Wand of God. Let no man deceive you with vain words ; 
hou Wor b:cauſe of theſe things cometh the wrath of God upon 


y 6- Wbe obildren of diſobedience, Rev.21.8. But the fearful, 
14- Band unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and 
» 0 Brhoremongers, and ſorcerers, and idolaters, and all lyars, 
ve Ball have their part in the lake that burneth with fire 
ils Bend brimftone, which & the ſecond death, 1 Cor. 6. 9, 10. 
and Know ye not, that the unrighteous ſhall not inherzs the 
with Wingdom of God > Be not deceived ; neither fornicators, 
20m. Wer idolaters, nor adulterers, ner effeminate, nor abuſers 
| the Bhf themſelves with mankind, por thieves, nor covetous, ner 
veaBrunkerds, nor revilers, ner extortioners, ſhall inherit the 
s be ingdom of God, ſeg Gal. 5+ 19, 20,21. Woto them 
u- What have. their names written 1n theſe bed-rolls : 
y beFuch may know, as certainly as it God had told it 
and hem from heaven, that they are unſandtifiad, and 
col-Winder an impoſlibility of being ſaved 1n this con- 
V. 3-{Wition, 

There are then theſe ſeveral ſorts, that, paſt all - 
iſpute, are unconvyerted ; they carry their marks in 
hair foreheads. : 

7. The #nclean. Theſe are ever reckoned amo 
he Goars, and have their names, whoever be left 
ut, in all the forementioned catalogues, Epheſ/. 5. 5. 
Kev, 21.8. 1Cor.5.9, 10. 

2, The Covetons. Theſeare ever branded for Ido- 
aters,, and the doors of the kingdom are fhut a- 
inf them by name, Epheſ. 5.5. Col. 3-5. 1 Gyr. 6. 


p, 10, | | 
3. Prunkards. Not only fuch as drink away their 
alon, but withal, yea, above all, ſuch ag are 109 
trong for ſtrong dragk- The Lord, fills his mouth 
ith woes againit theſe, and declares them to have 
d inheritance if the kingdom of God; 1/e:5. 11, 
"Wi, 22. Gal. 5.21. S-; 4 1 | 
4- Lyars, The God that cannot lye hath told them, * ** 


> 
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that there is no place for them in his kinzdorh, ty 
entrance into his hill ; but their portion 1s with the 
father of lies (whole children they are) in the | 
of burnings, F/al. 5.'t, 2, Kev. 21.8, 27. Fob.l, 
44. Frov.6. 17. 

5. Swearers, The end of theſe, without deep and 
{Feedy repentance, 1s {wift deſtruction, and mof 
certain and unavoidable condemnation, Fam. 5. 12, 
Tech. F. 1,3, 3. 

6. Railers an4 B1ck-biters, That lbve to take uy 

3 reproach againſt their Neighbour, and fling al 
the dirt they tan in his face, or el{e wound him fe 
cretly behind his back, Pal. ry. 1, 3. 1 Cor. 6. 0, 
and 5.11. 
' 7. Thieves. Extortioners, opprefiors, that grind 
the poor, over- reach their brethren, when they have 
them at an advantage: Theſe muſt know that Gul 
# the avenzer of all ſuch, 1 Thelſ. 4.6. Hear, O ye 
falle, and purioining. and waſteful tervants : Hear 
O ye deceitful tradeſ-men ; hear your 1ſ-<ntence 
God will certainly ho'd his door agarnft you, 
turn your treaſures of unrighteouſnels inro the tre: 
{ures of wrath, and make your ill-gotten filver ar 

id to torment you, like burning metal 1n yout 

owels, 1 Cor. 6. 9; 10. Fam. F. 2,3 

8. All that do ordinarily live in the profane negleft 
Gold's worſhip, that hear not his word, that call ng 
on his name, that reſtrain prayer before Gog th 
mind not the'r own, nor their families ſouls. 
hive without God in the world, Fob. 8. 47. and 15. 
Pſai: 14.4. and 79.6. Epheſ-2.12. and 4. 18. 

9._Theſ that are frequemers ard lovers of evil 
pany : God hath .leclared he will be the deftruction 
of all ſuch; and that.they thall never'enter imtot 
hill of his reſt, Prov. 13 20. Pſal. 15. 4. Prev. 9.6. 

' 10. Sioffers qt Religion, thatmake a ſcorn of pre 
alc walking; and mock at the meſſengers and di 
. | | | -- »Þ* 
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 tofWeent ſervants of the Lord, and at their holy profeſ- 
1 teMfion, and make ,themſelves merry with the weak- 
lakefMneſs and failings of profefiors : Hear, ye deſpilers, 
þ. hear your dreadful doom, Prov. 19.29. 2 Chron. 36, 

16. Prov. 3-34. 
Sinner, confider diligently whether thou art not 
0 be found in one of theſe ranks; for if this be 
hy caſe, thou art in the gall of bitterneſs, and bond 
of iniquity ; for all thele do carry their marks in 
| you toreheads, and are undoubtedly the ſons of 
ath, | 
And if ſo, the Lord pity our poor congregations. 
Oh, how little a number will be iefr, when theſe ten 
ſorts are {et out : Alas, on huw many doors, on how 
ny faces muſt we write, Lord have mercy upon 
us! Sirs, What ſhift do you make to keep up your 
dnfidence of your good eſtate, when God from 
heaven declares again't you, and pronounces you 1n 
Wa ftate of damnation > I would reaſon with you as 
God with them ; How canjt thou ſay, I am not polluted ? 
er. 2-23. See thy way in the valley, know what thox 
ft done;, Man, Isnot thy conſcience privy to thy 
tricks of deceit, to thy chamber-pranks, to thy way 
df lying ? Yea, are not thy friends, thy family, thy 
eighbours, witnefles to thy profane negle&ts bf 
od's worfhip, to thy covetous prattices, to thy en» 
ous and malicious carriage > May not they point 
at thee, as thou goeſt, There goes a gaming prodt- 
Wa! ; There goes a drunken Nabal, acompanton of 
v1] doers ; There goes a railer, or a {coffer, a looſe 
ver? Beloved, God hath written it, as with a ſun+ 
ram, inthe book qur of which you muſk be judged, 
at theſe are nor che ſpors of [1s chiidren, and chat 
dne ſuch (except renewed by conv*ring grace) 
9.6. Whall ever eſcape the damnation of hell. 
ot pl Oh that {uch of you would now be verii:aded to | 
"d Clepent,and turn from all your tranſgreſivns ; or ello 
gel | | E 2 VLquity 
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- © notbe ſpotted with the grofſer evils above-maention- 


76 e Marks of the Onconverted, 
iniquity will be your ruin! Exek.18.30. Alasfor poor 
hardned finners! Muſt I he you at laſt where you 
were? Muſt I leave the tipler ſtill at the-ale-bench? 
Muſt I leave the wanton {till at his dalliance > Muft 
I leave the malictous fill in his venom ? And the 
grunkard fhll at his vomit > However, you muſt 
know that you have been warned, and that 1 am 
clear of your blood. And whether men will hear, 
or whether they will forbear, I will leave theſe Scri- 
ptures with them, either. as thunder- bolts to awaken Wl be t| 
them, or as ſearing irons to harden them to a repro» I. 
bate ſenſe, Pſal.-68. 21. God ſhall wound the bead of bi W this 
enemies, and the 'bairy {ſcalp of ſuch anone as goeth on ſtill Wl yeri] 
in bis treſpaſſes, Prov. 29.1. He that being often repr6- 
ved, bardneth bisneck, ſhall ſuddenly be defiroyed, and 
that without remedy, Prov. 1.24, &c. Becauſe I have 
called, and ye refuſed, ; I bave ſtretched out my band, and 
n0 man regarded, .8&c. I will mock at your calamity, — 
when your deftrufion cometh as a whirl wind. 

And now I imagine, many will begin to bleſs 
themſelves, and think all is well, becaufe they can- 


ed. But I muſt further tell you, that thbre are «- 
nother ſort of unſanctified perſons, that carry not MW hloo 
their marks in their foreheads, but more ſecretly Mbloc! 
and coyertly, in their hands. Theſe do frequently W after 
deceive themſelves and others, and pals for good Mhow 
Chriſtians, when thef are all the while unſound at Wof th 
bottom Many paſs undiſcovered, till death and Wranc; 
judgment bring all to kght. Thoſe ſelf-deceivers Wfold 
{eem to come even to heaven's gate with confidence Wcaſe : 
of their admiſſion, and yet are, turned off at lalt, that | 
Mat. 7.2:. Brethren, Beloved, 1 beleech you deep- Ma ma 
ly to lay to heart, and firmly to retain this awaken 2, 
ing conſideration ; That multitudes mi{cerry by the bowl Make ; 
of ſome ſecret fin, that is not only bidden from others, but 
; * ( for wars of ob{crving their «wn hearts) even from {rn 

| ves, 
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ſelver. A man may be free from open pollutions, 
und'yer die at laſt by the fatal hand of ſome unob- 
ſerved iniquity. And there be theſe twelye hidden 
fins, by which ſouls. go down by numbers 1aro the 
chambers of death : Theſe you muſt ſearch.carefully 
for, ad take them as black marks (where- ever they 
be found) diſcovering a graceleſs and unconverted 
eftate. And as you love your lives, read carefully, . 
with a holy jealoufte of your ſelves, leſt you thould 
be the perſons concerned. | 

1. Groſs ignorance. Ah, how many poor ſouls doth 
this fin kill in the dark, Hoſ.4-6. while they think 
verily they have good hearts, and are in the ready 
way to heaven | This 1s the murderer that di{patch- 
eth thouſands1n a filent manner, when (poor hearts) 
they ſuſpe&t nothing. and ſee not the hand that mul- 
chiefs them. You {hall find, whatever excuſes yon 
have for ignorance, that it 1s a {oul-undoing ev1], 
Iſa.27. 11. 2Thef. 1.8. 2 Cor. 4. 3. Ah! Wouldit not. 
have pitied a man's heart to have ſeen that woful 
ſpetacle, when the poor Proteſtants were ſhut up, 
& multitude together, in a barn ; and a Burcher 
comes, with his i1nhumane hands warm in humane 
blood, and leads them one by one, blindfo!d, te a 
block, where he flew them (poor innocents! ) one 
after another, by the ſcores, in cold blood > But 
how much more ſhould our hearts bleed, to think 
of the hundreds in great congregtions, that igno- 
rance doth butcher 1m ſecret, and lead then blmd- 
fold to the block> Beware this be none of your 
cale: Make no pleas for ignorance : If you ſpare 
that fin, know that that will not ſpare you. Will 
a man keep a murderer 1n his boſom ? 

2, Secret reſerves in cloſing with Chriſt. To for- 
ſake all for Chriſt ; to ate father and mother, yea, 
and a man's own life for him ; this is a hard ſaying, 
Lit 14.26. Some will do much, but they will w_ 
E 3 | 
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be of the religion that will undo them ; they never 
come to be entirely deyoted to Chrift, nor fully tg 
refign to him ; they muſt have the ſweer fin, they 
men to do themſelves no harm ; they have ſecret 
exceptions for life, liberty, or eſtate: Many take 
Chriſt thus hand over head, and never confider his WW! 
ſelf. denying terms, nor caft up the coſt ; and this 
errour in the foundation marrs all, and ſecretly 
ruins them for ever, Lak. 14.28. Matth. 13.21. WD 

3. Formality in Religion. Many ſtick in the bark, $2 
and reſt in the outfide of Religion, and im the ex-M.. 
ternal performances of holy duties, Maith. 23. 25.80 
And this oft-times doth moſt effetually deceive" 
men ; and doth more certainly undo them, than Þ"4*< 
open looſeneſs; as it was in the Phariſee's caſe, Mar, Watc! 
2 3-3. They hear, they faſt, they pray, they giveM"* 7 
alms ; and therefore will not believe but their calc 
1S good, Luk. 18. 11. Whereas reſting in the work 
done, and coming ſhort of the heart-work, and the 
inward power and vitals of Religion, they fall at 
laſt into the burning, from the flattering hopes: and 
confident perſuafions of their being in the ready 
way to heaven, Matth. 7. 22, 23. O dreadful calc, 
when a man's Religion ſhall ſerve only to harden 
ny, and effeRtually to delude and decetve'his own 

Oul |! 

4. The prevalency of falſe ends in holy duties, Matth. 
23.:25- This was the bane of rh= Phariſees. Oh, 
| how many a poor ſoul is undone by this, and drops 

into h<l], before he diſcerns his miſtake! He per- 
forms good dutzes, and ſo thin's all is well, and 
perceives not that he is a#«.ted by carnal motivesall 
the while. It is too true, that even with the truly 
lanttified, many carnal Bids will oft-times creep 
1n ; but they are the matter of his hatred and humt- 
Hation, ard never came to be habitually prevalent 


with tum, and to bear the greateſt ſway, Kom. en 
U 
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but now, when the main thing that doth ordmarily 
wry a man out to religious duties, ſhall be ſome 
hey carnal end, as to fatisfie his conictence, to get* the 
«ret (p<pute of being religious, to be ſeen of men, to ſhew 
ake Wis own gifts, and parts, to avoid the reproach of a 
his profane and 1rreligious perſon, or the like ; thus dil- 
this {covers an untound heart, Hof. 10 1. Zech: 7.5, 6. 
0 Chriftians, if you would ayoid {elf deceit, ſee that” 
you mind, not only your aCfts, but withal, yea, 
ak, aoove all. your ends. | | 
5. Truſting ia their 6wn viohteouſne(s, Luk. 18. 9, 
bis ts a ſoul-undoing miictiet, Rom. 10. 3. When 
eve 81en do truſt in their own righteouſne!s, they do' 
han {Wodeed reject Chriſt's. Beloved, you had need be 
Mar Mvatchiul on every hand ; for, not only your fins, 
put your duties, may undo you. It may be you ne- 


ye | > tg? 
be er thought of this, but ſoit 1s, that a man may as 
ort Mcrtainly milcarry by his ſeeming rigireouinels, and: 
| the M\uppoſed graces, as by grols fins; and thar is, when 


a man doth truſt to theſe as his r1ghteouſnz1(s before 
and 00d, for the ſatisfying his juſtice, appeaſing his 
wrath, procuring hisfavoi r, and obtaining of his 
own pardon ; for this is to put Chriſt out of. office, 
and make a Saviour of our own duties and graces. 
Beware of this, O profeflors; you are much 1n 
duties, but this one fly will fpoil all the ointment. 
+>, MW When you have done moſt, and beſt, be {ure to go 
Oh, Your of your ſelves to Chrift, reckon your own righ- 
ops ſr bur rags, Pſal. 143. 2. Philip. 3.8. Iſa. 64.6: 
- Web. 13. 22. | 
6. A ſecret enmity againſt the ſtrifine[s of Religion, 
$ all Many moral perſons, punctual in their forfnal devo- 
ly {Y *'9n, have yet a bitter enmity againſt precilenels, 
reep 90d hate the life and power of Religion, Philip. 3.6. 
mi- compared with AF. 9. 1. They like not this froward- 
neſs, nor that men ſhould keep ſuch a fir in Relt- 
gion: They condemn the ſtriftneſs of Religion. as ſin- 
; E 4. gularity, 


- 


n3 The Merks of the Unconverted. 


be of the religion that will nndo them ; they never 
come to be entirely deyoted to Chrift, nor fully t, 
refign to him ; they muſt have the ſweer fin, they 
men to do themſelves no harm ; they have ſecret 
exceptions for life, liberty, or eſtate: Many take 
Chriſt thus hand over head, and never conſider his 
ſelf. denying terms, nor caft up the coſt ; and this 
errour in the foundation marrs all, and ſecretly 
ruins them for ever, Lak. 14.28. Matth. 13. 21. 

3. Formality in Religion. Many ſtick in the bark, 
and reſt in the outfde of Religion, and in the ex- 
ternal performances of holy duties, Maith. 23. 25, 
And this oft-times doth moſt effeCtually decetye 
men ; and doth more certainly undo them, than 
open looſeneſs; as it was in the Phariſee's caſe, Me, 
2 3-37: They hear, they faſt, they pray, they give 
alms ; and therefore will not believe but their calc 
1S good, Luk. 18. 11. Whereas reſting in the work 
done, and coming ſhort of the heart-work, and the 
inward power and vitals of Religion, they fall at 
laſt into the burning, from the flattering hopes: and 
confident perſuaſions of their being in the ready 
way to heaven, Matth. 7. 22, 23. O dreadful cal, 
when a man's Religion ſhall ſerve only to harden 
=, and effeually to delude and decetve his own IW7 

Ou] |! 

4. The prevalency of falſe endr in holy duties, Matth. 
23.:25- This was the bane of rk= Phariſees. Oh, 
| how many a poor ſoul is undone by this, and drops 

into h<ll, before he diſcerns his miſtake! He per- 
forms good dutzes, and ſo thints all is well, and 
perceives not that he is aFuzted by carnal monvesall 
the while. It is too true, that even with the truly 
fan{tified, many carnal Ends will oft-times creep 
1n ; but they are the matter of his hatred and humt 
hation, ard never came to be habitually prevalent 


with lum, and to bear the greateſt ſway, Rom. ek 
| u 
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But now, when the main thing that doth ordmarily 


wh wry a man out to rei1gious duties, ſhall be ſome 
chey {F-ar5al end, as to farisfie his conlcience, to get” the 
| epute of being religious, to be ſeen of men, to {hew 
cake iis 0wn gitts, and parts, to avoid the reproach of a 


profane and irreligious perſon, or the like ; thus dif- 
overs an unfound heart, Hof. 10 1. Zech: 7.5, 6. 
0 Chriftians, if you would avoid {elf deceit, ſee that 
ou mind, not only your afts, but withal, yea, 
ark W20v*e all. your ends. | 
r. Truſting in their own viphteoulne(s, Luk. 18. 9, 
. 25, 08021s ts a ſoul-undoing miſchiet, Rom. to. 3, When 
ejvel"en do truſt in their own righteouſneſs, they do 
than Wodeed reject Chriſt's. Beloved, you had need be 
Ma W@yatchiul on every hand ; for, not only your fins, 
but your duties, may undo you. It may be you ne- 


ow er thought of this, but ſoit is, that a man may as 
rort Stanly milcarry by his ſeeming righteouineſs, and: 
| the Wuppoſed graces, as by grols fins; and thar is, when 
1 a WW man doth truſt to theſe as his righteouſnz(s before 


and o0d, for the ſatisfying his juſtice, appeaſing his 
ady Wrath, procuring his-favoi r, and obtaining of his 

dwn pardon ; for this is to put Chriſt our of office, 
and make a Saviour of our own duties and graces. 
Beware of this, O profeflors; you are much 1n 
duties, but this one fly will fpoil all the ointment. 
When you have done moſt, and beft, be ſure to go 
Oh, our of your ſelves to Ghrift, reckon your own righ- 
ops teoulneſs bur rags, Pſal. 143. 2. Philip. 3.8. Iſa. 64.6: 
Der Neh. 13. 22. 


and 6. A ſecret enmity againſt the ſtrifine(s of Religion, | 


6 all Many moral perſons, punctual m their formal devo- 
wly ion, have yet a bitter enmity againſt precilenels, 
ee and hate the life and power of Religion, Philip. 3.6. 
mi- compared with AF. 9g. 1. They like not this froward- 
nels, nor that men ſhould keep ſuch a flir in Relt- 
gion: They condemn the ſtriftneſs of Religion. as ſin- 


E 4. gularity, 
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gularity, indiſcretion, and mtemperate zeal : An 
with them, a lively Preacher, or lively Chriſtian, is 
but a heady fellow. Theſe men love not holinek, 
as holineſs, (for then they would love the height of 
holineſs,) and therefore are undoubtedly rotten at 
heart, whatever good opinion they have of them. 
felves. | 

7. The reſting in 4 certain pitch of Religion. When 
they have ſo much as will ſave them (as they ſup 
poſe) they look no farther, and fo ſhew themſelyg 
ſhorr of true grace, which will ever put men upon 
afpiring to farther perfeftion, Philip.3.13. Prov.4.18, 

8. The predominant love of the world. This tis the 
Evra of an unſanftified heart, Aſar. 10. 37, 
x Foh, 2. 15. | 

But how cloſe doth this fin lurk oft- times under; 
fair covert of forward profeſfion ? Luk. $.-14. Yea, 
fuch a power of deceit 1s there in this fin, that ma 
ny times, when every body elſe can ſee the mans 
worldlineſs, and covetouſneſs, he cannot ſee it him- 
{elf ; but hath ſo many colours, and excuſes, end 
pretences for his eagerneſs on the world, that ke 
doth blind his own eyes, and p2riſh 1n his ſelf-deceit, 
How many profeſlors be here, with whom the 
world hath more of their hearts and affe&tions than 
Chrit > Who mind earthly things, and thereby ate 
evidently after the fleſh, and like to end in de- 
frucion? Rom. v. 5. Philip. 3.19. Yet ask theſe 
men ; and they will tell you confidently, they prae 
Chriſt aboveall, God forbid elſe i and ſee not their 
own earthly-mindedneſs, for want of a narrow ob- 
ſervation of the workings of their own hearts. Did 
they but carefully ſearch, they would quickly find, 
that their greateft content 1is in the world , Lak. 
12-19. and their greareR care, and main endeayour 
to ger and ſecure the world ; which are the certain 
ducovesy of an unconverted finner. May = pop 
-% enimng 
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And 

n, il feſling part of the world take earneſt heed, that they 
nel MF periſh not by the hand of this ſin unobſerved. Ment 

it offs may be, and often are kept off from Chriſt, as effe- 


Qually, by the inordinate love of lawful-comtorts, * 
as by the moſt unlawful courles, Matth. 22. 5. Luk» 
I4- 18, 19, 20, 24. 

9. Reigning malice and envy againſt thoſe that diſre- 
ſpe them, or are injurious to them, 1 Joh. 2. 9, 11. Oh, 
tall How do many that ſeem to be religious remember 
pon 8 injuries, and carry grudges, and will return men as 
.13.08 good as they bring; rendring evil for evil, loving ra 

take revenge, wiſhing evil to them that wrong them, 
. 31. directly againſt therale of the Goſpel, the pattern of 

Chriſt, and the nature of God, Rom. 12. 14,17. 1 Per. 
eral 2.21,23. Neb. 9. 17. Doubtlels, where this evil 1s 
Yea, WI kept oodeng in the heart, and 1s not hated, reſiſted, 
mz W mortified, but doth habitually prevail, that perſon 
ans i5 in the very gall of bitterneſs, and in a ſtate of 
im- WI death, Match. 18. 34, 35. 1 Fob. 3: 14, 15. | 
end Reader, Doth nothing of this touch thee > Art 
© he MI thou in none of the fore-mentioned- ranks > Oh, 
ceit, MW ſearch, and ſearch again ; take thy heart ſolemnly to 
the MW tas. Woe unto rhee, if after all thy profeſſion, thou 
han MW thou!dſt be found under the power of tgnorance;loſt 
ate WI in formality, drowned in earthly-mindednels, 'en- 
ce- WY venomed with malice, exalted in an opimon, of 
1ele 8 thine own righteouſneſs, Ievensd with hypocrifie, 
rize I and carnal ends in God's ſervice, imbittered againſt 
zeir Ml ſiritneſs: This would be a ſad dilcovery, that all 
ob- WM thy Religion were in vain. But I muft proceed. 
Did 10. Unmortified pride. When men love the praiſe 
nd, MY of men; more than the praiſe of God ; and ſet 
ak, BY their hearts upon men's efteem, applauſe, and ap- 
probation, it is moſt certain they are yet in their lins, 
and ftrangers to true converſion, Fob. 12. 43+ Gab. 
Lito. When men ſee not, nor complain of, nor groam 
under the pride of their _ hearts, It 1s a fign they 

F | are 
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are ftark dead in fin. Oh, how ſecretly doth: this 
fin live and reign in many hearts, and they know 
it not, but are very ſtrangers to themſelves ! Foh, 
9. 40e : 
11. The prevailing love of pleaſure, 2 Tim. 3. 4. This 
is a black mark. When men give the fleſh the liber- 
ty that it craves, and pamper and pleale it, and do 
not deny and reftrain1t; when their great delight is 
in gratifying their bellies, and pleaſing their ſenſes; 


whatever appearance they may have of Religion, all. 


1s unſound, Rom. 15. 18. Tit. 3. 3. A fle{t-pleafing 
life cannot be pleaſing to Ged ; They that are Chriſt's 
have crucified the fl- ſb, and are careful to crols ir, and 
keep it under, as their enemy, Gal. 5.24. 1 Cor. g, 
25, 26, 27. 

12. Carnal ſecurity, or a preſumptuous and ungrounded 
confidence, that their condition i already goed, Rev.3.17, 
Many cry, Peace and ſafety, when ſudden deftru&i- 
on is coming upon them, 1 Theſ. 5. 3. This was that 
which kept the. fooliſh Virgins ſleeping, when they 
ſhould haye been working ; upon their beds, when 
they ſhould have bzen_ at the markets, Matth. 25. 
5,10, Prov. 10. 5. They perceived not their want of 
o1l, tull the Bridegroom was come ; and while 
they went to buy, the door was ſhut. And Oh that 
theſe fooliſh Virgins had no ſucceſſors! Where isthe 
Place, yea, Where 15 the houſe almoſt, where theſe 

not dwell> Men are willng to cheriſh in them- 
felves, upon never ſo flight grounds, a hope that 
their condition 1s good, and ſo look not out after a 
change, and by this means periſh in their ſins. Are 
you at peace? Shew me upon what grounds your 
peace 1s maintained. Is 1t a Scripture-peace ? Can 
'ou ſhew the diftinguiſhing marks of a ſound be- 

ever? Can you evidence that you have ſomethin 
more than any hypocrite in the world eyer had? 1 
Bot, fear this peace more than any trouble f and 
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know, that a carnal peace doth commonly prove 
the moſt mortal enemy of the poor foul; and while 
it {miles and kifſes, and ſpeaks 1t fair, dota fatally 
ſmite 1t, as 1t were under the fifth rib. 

By this time methinks I hear my Reader crying 
out with the Diſciples, Who then ſhall be faved ? Ser 
out from among our congregations all thole ten 
ranks of the vrotane on the one hand, and then 
beſides, take our all theſe twelve ſorts of cloſe and 
ſelf decerving hypocrites on the other hand, and cell 
me then, whether it be nor a remnant that {ha!l be 
ſaved. How few will te the theep that (Fall be lefr, 
when all theſe ſhall be ieparated, and ſet among the 
goats; For my part, of all my numerous hearers, 
I have no hope to lee any of them jn heaven, that 
are co be found among theſe two and twenty forts 
that are here mentioned, except by ſound converfion 
they be brought into another condition. a 

Application. And now,Conſcience,do thine office : 
Speak out, and ſpeak home to him that heareth or 
readeth theſe lines. 1f thou find any of thelemarks 
upon him, thou muſt pronounce him utteriy un- 
clean, Levit. 13. 44. Take not up a lye into thy 
mouth : Speak not peace to him, to whom God 
ſpeaks no pace. - Let not luft bribe thee, or ſclf 
love, or carnal prejudice blind thee: I ſu5pena thee 
from the Court of Heayen, to come and give in 
evidence : I require thee, in the name of God, to go 
with me to the ſearch of rhe ſulpefted houſe. As 
thon wilt aniwer 1t at thy peril, give 1n a true re 
port of thz ſtate and caſe of him that readeth this 
boaok. Conſcience, wilt thou altogether hold thy 
peace at ſuch a time as this? I adjure thee by the 
living God, that thou tell us the truth, Matth. 26.63, 
Is the man converted, or 1s he not > Doth he allow 
tir:(eif in any way of fin, or doth henot? Doth 
he truly !oye, and pleaſe, and prize,, and at" 
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God above all other things, or not > Come, put « 
to an iſſue. Wo : 

How long ſhall this ſoul live at uncertainties? 0 
Conſcience, bring in thy verdi#. Is this man a new 
man, or is he not? How doft thou find it > Hath 
there paſſed a through and mighty change upon him, 
or not? When was the time, where was the place, 
er what was the means by which this thorough 
change of the new birth was wrought in his ſoul ? 
Epeal, Conſcience: Or if thou canſt not tell time 
and place, canſ thou ſhew Scripture-evidence, that 
the work is done? Hath the man been ever taken off 
from his falſe bottom, from the falſe hopes, and 
falſe peace, wherein once he truſted > Hath he been 
deeply convinced of fin, and of his loft and undone 
condition, and brought out of himſelf, and off from 
his fins, to give up himſelf entirely to Jeſus Chriſt? 
Or doft thou not find him to this day under the 
power of ignorance, Or 1n the mire of profanene!s? 
Haſt thou not taken upon him the gains of unrigh- 
teouſneſs > Doft not thou find him a ſtranger ta 
prayer, a negle&er of the word, a lover of this pre- 
ient wor!d > Doft notthou ofcen catch him in a lze? 
Doft not thou find his heart fermented with malice, 
er burning with luſt, or going after his coyercul- 
neſs> Speak plainly to all the fore-mentioned par- 
ticulars: Canſt thou acquit this man, this woman, 
from beir:g any of the two and twenty ſorts here 
deſcribed ? If he be found with any of them, ſet him 
afrde, his portion 1s not with the Saints: He muſt be 
gonverted, and made anew creature, or elle he can- 
not enter into the kirgdom of God. 

Beloved, Be not your own betrayers, do not de- 
ceive your own hearts. nor fer your hands. to your 
ewnruin, by a wilful blinding of your ſelves. Sct 
up a Tribunal in your own breaſts : Bring the word 
and coulcience together ; To the law, and 10 the tefti- 
mory,. 
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mony, Iſa, $. 20. Hear what the word concludes of 4 

your eſtates. Oh, follow the ſearch, til] you haye 
found how the caſe ſtands : Miftake here, and periſh. 
And ſuchis the treachery of the heart, the ſubrilty of 
the rempter, and the deceittulneſs of fin, Fer. 17. 9, 
2 Cor. 11-3. Heb. 3+ 13. all conſpire to flatter and 
deceive the poor ſoul ; and withal, focommon and 
cafie it is to be miſtaken, that 'tis a thouſand to one 
but you will be deceived, unleſs you be very careful, 
and through,and impartial in the enquiry into your 
ſpiritual conditions. Oh, therefore ply your work, 
z0to the bottom, ſearch as with es, weigh you 
in the ballance, come to the ftandard of the Santua- 
ry, bring-your coin to the touch-ftone. You have 
thearcheſt cheats in the world to deal with , a world 
of counterfeit coin 15 going, happy 1s he that takes 
no counters for gold. Satan is maſter of deceits ; 
he can draw to the life, he 1s perfe&t in the trade, 
there 1s nothing but he can imitate : You cannot 
with for any grace, but he can fit you to a hair with 
a counterfeit. Trade warily, look on every piege 
you take, be jealous, truft not ſo much as your own 
hearts. Run toGod to ſearch you, and try you ; to 
examine you, and prove your reins, Pſal. 26. 2. and 
139. 23, 24. If other helps fuffice not to bring all to 
an iffue, but you are ſtill at a loſs, open your caſes 
faithfully to lome godly and faithful Minifter. -2ſat, 
2. 7, Reſt nor, till you have put the buſineſs of your 
eternal welfare out of queſtion, 1 Pez. 2. 10. O ſearch- 
4 of hearts, put theu this ſoul upon, and help him jn the 

arch, 


Cap. V. Shewing the Miſeries of the 
Unconverted. 


Wo unſpeakably dreadful 1s the caſe of every un- 
conyerted ſoul; that I have ſometimes thought, 
if 
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if we could but convince men that they are yet uns 
regenerate, the work were upon the matter done, 
But I ſadly experience, that ſucha ſpirit of floth and 
ſlumber (Rom. rr. 8. Match. 13. 15.) poſſeſſeth the 
unſan&tified, that though they be convinced that 
they are yet urconverted, yet they oft-times care- 
Jeſly fit fi'l; and what through the avocation of 
ſenſual pleaſures, or hurry of worldly buſineſs, or 
noiſe and c'amour of earthiy cares, and luſts, and 
affections, Luk. 8 14- the voice of conſcience is 
drowned, and men go no farther than ſome co!d 
wiſhes, and general purpoſes of repenting and a- 
mending, A. 24. 25. | | 

It is therefore of high neceſſity, that I do not on- 
ly convince men that they are unconverted, bur that 
Ialſo endeavour to bring them toa ſenſe of the fear- 
ful miſery of this eſtate. 

But here I find my ſelf a-ground at firft putting 
forth. What tongue can tell the heirs of hell ſuffi. 
cently of their nutery, unjels 'twere Dives's in that 
flame? Luk. 16. 24. Where 1s the ready writer, 
whoſe pen can decipher their miſery, that are witt- 
out God in the world ? Epheſ. 2.12. This cannct 
fully be done, unleſs we knew the infinite ocean of 
that bliſs and perfeftion which is in that God, which 
a ſtate of fin doth exclude men from. W}#ho knoweth 
(faith Moſes) the power of thine anger ? Pſal. go. 11, 
And how ſhall I tell men that which I do not know? 
Yet ſo much we know as, one weuld think, would 
ſhake the heart of that man that had the leaſt degree 
of ſpiritual life and ſenſe. | 

Burt this-1s. yer the more poſing difficulty, that [ 
am to {peak to them that are withour fente.. Alas, 
this 1s nor the leaſt part of man's miſery upon him, 
that he is dead, ftark dead in treſpafies and fins, 
Epheſ. 2+ 1. : 

Could I bring Paradiſe into view, or ren 
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the kingdom of heaven to as much advantage, as 
the tempter did the kingdoms of the world, and all 
nd Wl the glory thereof, to our Saviour ; or could I un- 
he WW cover the face of the deep, and devouring gulph of 
nat Wl Tophet in all its terrours, and open the gates of the 
re- WM inferna! furnace; alas, he hathno eyes to ſee ir, Mar, 
of WW r3. 14,15. Could I paint out the beauties of ho- 
or ill lineſs, or glory of rhe Goſpel, *to the life ; or could 
nd WF 1 bring above- board the more than diabolical defor- 
18 WW mity and uglineſs of fin, he can no more judge of 
0d Wl the lovelinels and beauty of the one, nor the fiithi- 
 a- Ml neſs and hatefulneſs of the other, than the blindman 
of colours. He 1s alienated from the hfe of God 
N- Wl through the ignorance that 1s in him, becauſe of | 
hat Wl the blindneſs of his heart, Epbeſ. 4. 18. He neither 
a- WW doth, nor can know the things of God, becauſe they 
; are ſpiritually diſcerned, r Cor. 2,14. His eyescan- 
113 Wl not be ſavingly opened, but by converting grace, 
the WW 42. 26. 18. He is a child: of darkneſs, and walks 
nat Wl in darkneſs, 1 Fob. 1.6. Yea, the light in him is 
er, Wl darkneſs, Math. 6. 2, 3. 
Ut Shall I ring his knell, cr read his ſentence, or 
nct WF ſound in his ear the terrible trump of God's judg- 
101 WF ments, that one wou!d think ſhould make both his 
ici i ears to tingle, and ſtrike him into Belſha33ar's fitt-; 
pet2 I even to appale his countenance, and looſe his joints, 
and make his knees fmute one againſt another ? Yer, 
"IN alas! he perceives me not, he hath no ears to hear. 
"1d WW Or ſhall I call up all the daughters of muſick, and 
0  fing the ſong of Moſes, and of the Lamb > Yet he 
will not be ſtirred. Shall I allure him with the joy- 


it 1 ful found, and the lovely ſong, and glad ridings of 
25, Wl the Goſpel 2 Withthe moſt [weet and 1nviting calls, 
5, comforts, cordials of the divine promiſes, 1o ex- 
woes 


ceeding great and precious? It will not affe&t him 

lavingly, unleſs I could find him ears, Marth, 13. 15. 

well as tell him the news. | es 
a 
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Shall I ſet before him the feaft of fat things, the 
wine of wiſdom, the bread of God, the tree of lite, W cr; 
the hidden Mannz> He hath no appetite for them, 
no mind tothem, 1 Cor. 2.14. Matth.22.5. Should I jed 
I preſs the choiceft grapes, the heavenly cluſters of WW he: 
Goſpel-privileges, and drink to him 1n the richeſt MW c21 
wine of God's own cellar, yea, of his own fide ; or W to 
ſet before him the delicious honey-comb of God's Wl th: 
teſtimonies, Pſal. 19. 10. alas, he hath no tafte to MW mt 
diſcern them. Shall I invite the dead to ariſe, and MW flir 
eat the banquet of their funerals? No more can the iſ be; 
dead in fin favour the holy food wherewith the Lord MW his 
of life hath ſpread his table. wil 

What then ſhall I do? Shall I burn the brimftone | bo 
of hell at his noftrils? Or ſhall I open the box of | a 
Spikenard, very precious, that filleth the whole W Fol 
houſe of this univerſe with its perfume, Mar. 14.3. W Gc 

- Fob. 12, $. and hope that the ſavour of Chriſt's oint- MW mc 
ments, and the fmell of his garments, wall attrait WW car 
him ? Pſal. 45.8. Alas! Dead finners are like the MW wh 
dumb 1dols ; they have mouths, bur they ſpeak not: ( 
eyes have they, but they fee not ; they have ears, MW can 
but they hear not ; noſes have they, but they ſmell IW 66: 
not ; they have hands, but they handle not ; feet IM the 

- have they, but they walk not ; neither ſpeak they Wl fir 
through their throat, Pſzl. 115. 5,6,9- They are de- IM «cc 
ſtitute of all ſpiritual ſenfe and motion, the 

But let me try the ſenſe that doth laſt leave us, and MW tho; 
draw the ſword of the word ; yet lay at him while 1 WW that 
will, yea, mou I chufe mine arrows out of Gogs Wl #02 

uiver, and'dire& them to the heart, nevertheleſs he WM the: 
lech it not ; For how ſhoald he, being on feel- MW thy 
ing? Epbeſ. 4.19- So that though the wrath of God 

' abideth on him, and the mouritainous wetpht of lo I bir; 
many thouſand fins, yer he goes up and down as 
light as if nothing atled him, Rom. 7. 9. In a word, 

he carries a dead foul in a living body, and his fleſh 

| 0 is 
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is but the walking coffin of a corrupted mind, that 
is twice dead, Fude 12. rotting in the flime and pu- 
trefaction of noiſome lufts, Matth. 23. £7, 28. 

Which way then ſhall I come at the miſerable ob- 
jets that I have to deal with? Who ſhall make the 
heart of lone to relent? Zech. 11. 12. or the lifeleſs 
carcaſe to feel and move? That God that 15 able of 
ſtones to raiſe up children unto Abraham, Matth. 3. 9. 
that raiſeth the dead, 2 Cor. 1. 9. and melteth the 
mountains, Nh, 1. 5. and ſtrikes water out of the 
flints, Deut.$. 15. that loves to. work like himſeH, 
beyond the _ and belief of man ; that peop'eth 
his church with dry bones, and planteth his orchard 
with dry flicks; heis able to do this. Therefore I 
bow my knee to the moſt high God, Epheſ. 3. 14. and 
es our Saviour prayed at the ſepulchre of Laqarm, 
Fob. 11. 38, 41. and the Shunamite ran tothe man of 
God, for her dead child, 2 Kjng. 4.25. ſo doth your 
mourning Mtnifter knee] t your graves, 
carry you in the arms of prayer to that God mm 
whom your help is found. 

0 thou all-powerful Jehovah, that workeſt, and none 
can lett thee ; 1hat haſt the keys of hell, and of death; pity 
thou the dead ſonls that lie bere intombed, and roll. away - 
the grave-ftone, and ſay, as to Lazarus, when already 
flirking, Come forth. Lighten thou bis darkne(s, O. in- 
ecceſſable hight, and let the day-(pring from on bigh viſit 
the darkſome region of the dead, to whom I fpeak ; for 
thou canſt open the eyes that death jt ſelf hath cloſed ; 1tou 
thet formedſt the ear, canſt reftore the hearing. Say thu 
20 theſe ears, Ephphathah, and they ſhall be ozened. Give 
thou eyes to je thine excellencies, 4 taſte that may reliſb 
thy ſweetneſs, a ſcent that may [avour thine ointments, 
4 feeling that may ſenſe the privilege of thy favour, the 
brden of thy wrath, the intolerable. weight of unpardoned 


fin ; and grve thy ſervants command to propheſze to the dry 


bones, and let the efjefs of this propheſie be, as of thy Pro-. 


pbet, 
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phet, when he prophefied the valley of dry boxes into 4 thy: 
img army, exeeeding great, Ezek. 37. 1,&c. The hand 
the Lord was upon me, and carried me out in the ſpirit 
the Lord, and ſet me down in the midft of the valley, which 
was full of bones. He ſaid unto me, Propheſie upon thele 
bones, and [ay unto them, O ye dry bones, hear the word of 
the Lord. Thws [1ith the Lord God unto theſe bones, Be- 
hold, I will cauſe breath to enter into you, and ye ſh.ll live, 
And IT will lay ſinzws uyon you, and will bring uy fle|h ups 
0n you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and 
ye ſhall live, and ye ſhall know thas T am the Lord. Sol 
prophefied as I was conimanted ; and as Tprophefied, there 
w4s 4 wiſe, Ynd bevold a ſhakine, and the bones came t0- 
gether, bone to bis bone. And when T bebeld, Lo, the þi- 
news and the fleſh came up upon them, and covered them 
above, but there was no breath inthem. Then ſaid he un- 
to me, Prophefie unts the wind, prophefie, ſon of man, anl 
ſay unto the wind, Thus ſaith the Lord God, Come from the 
four winds, O breath, and breathe upon theſe flain, tha 
they may live. $0 I prophefied, as he comman1ed me; 
and the breath came into them, and they-lived, and flood 
" up upon their feet, an exc*eding great army. . - 
But I muſt proceed, as I am able, to unfold that 
miſery, which, I confeſs, ndtongue can unfold, no 
heart can ſuffictently comprehend. Know therefore, 
that while rhou art unconverted, 
r, The infinite God i engaged againſt theg, | 
It 1s no (mall part of thy milery, that thou ar 
without God, Epbeſ. 2.12, How doth Micahrun cry- 
ing after the Danites, Tou have raken away my Gods, 
and what have I more ? Judg. 18. 23, 24. Oh, whata 
mourning then muſt thou lift up, that art without 
God, that canft lay no claim to him, without dari 
+ ulurpation! Thou mayeſt ſay of God, as Sheba 0 
.. David; We have no part in David, neither have we in- 
heritance in the ſon of Jeſſe, 2 Sam. 20. r. How pitt- 
ful and piercing a moan is that of Saul, in his extre- 


\ mity? 
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ity ? The Philiſtines are upon me, and God i departed 


rom me, 1 Sam. 28. 15. - Sinners, But what will you 
doin the day of your viſitation > Whither will you 


ich Wife for help > Where will you leave your glory ? 

heſe [{a. 10. 3. What will you do when the Philtftines are 

r of Wupon you ; when the world fhall take its eternal 
go 


leave of you ; when you muſt bid your friends, hou» 
roe, ies, lands, farewel for evermore > What will you 
 4ſ* Wdo then, I fay, that have never a God to go to? 
4nd {Will you call on him > Will you cry to him for help? 
Alas! He will not own you, Prov. r. 28, 29, he will 
not take any knowledge of you, but ſend you pack- 
ing with an I never knew you. Matih, 7. 23, They that 
know what 1t 1s to have a God topo to, a God ta 
live upon, they know a little, what a fearful miſery 


n- Wit is to be without God. This made that holy man 

4nd y out, Let me have a God, or mm Let me know 

- dim, and his will, and what will pleaſe him, and how I 
Fi, 


my come to enjoy him ; or would I had never had an 
underſtanding to know any thing, 8c. 
But thou art not only withour God, but God # 
einſt thee, Exek. 5.8, 9. Nah.2.13. Oh, if G 
hat Mwould but -farnd a Neuter, though he did not own 
no Wnor kelp the poor finner, his caſe were not ſo deep- 
Ye, Wy miſerable. Though God ſhould give up the poor 
creature to the will of all his enemies, to do their 
* Wwor® with him ; though he ſhould deliver him ovyer 
ar Fto the rormentors, Matth. 18, 3 4. that devils ſhould 
Ty- Wtcar and torture him to their utmoſt power and 
ods, Wikill, yer this were not half ſo fearful. Burt God 
at a Will ſet himſelf azainſt the ſinner ;-and, believe it, 
Th; a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the Liv- 
ng God, Heb. 10.31. There is no friend Ike him, 
no enemy like him. As much as heaven is above 
tte earth, emnipotency above impotency, infini- 
y avoye nullity ; ſo much morehorrible is'it to 
all into the hands of the living God, than into the 
| paws 
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paws of bears or lions, yea, furies or devils. God 
himſelf will be thy tormentor, thy deftruction ſhall 
come from the preſence of the Lord, 2 Theſ., g, 
© Tophet is deep and large, and the wrath ofthe Lord, 
© like a river of brimftone, doth kindle it, I/a. 36, 
*33- If God be againſt thee, who ſhall be for thee! 
© It one man fin againft another, the judge ſhall 
© jadge him : But if a man fin againft the Lord, who 
© ſhall intrear for him ? 1 Sam. 2. 25. Thou, even 
* thou, art to be feared : And who ſhall ſtand inthy 
© ſight, when once thou art angry? Pſal.76. 7. Who 
© is that God, that ſhall deliver you out of his 
© hands? Dan. 3.15. Can Mammon? Riches profit 
© not in the day of wrath, Prov. 11. 44 Can Kings, 
© or Warriers? No, they ſhall cry to the moun- 
© tains and rocks to fall on us, and hide us fromthe 
© face of him that fitteth on the throne, and. from 
© the wrath of the Lamb : For the great day of his 
© wrath 1s come, and who ſhall be able ro ftand? 
© Rev.6. 15, 16, 17. : 

Sinner, Methinks this ſhould 2o like a dagper to 
thine heart, ro know that God 1s 1ine enemy. Oh, 
whither wilt thou go> Where wilt thou ſbeiter thee? 
There is no hope for thee, op neogpa down thy 
weapons, and ſue out thy pardon; and get Chriſt 
to ſtand-thy friend, and make thy peace. It it were Þo 
not for this, thou mighteſt go into ſome no | 
wilderneſs, and there pine in forrow, and run ms 
for anguiſh 0 | 
in Chrift there is a poſſibility of mercy tc. thee, 
yea, a proffer of mercy to-thee ; that thou mayelt 
have God to be more. for thee, than he 1s new & 
eainft thee. But if thou wilt not forſake thy.fins, 
nor turn throughly, and to purpoſe, unto God, 
by a ſound. converfion, the wrath of God abidetiiF 
on thee, and he proclaums himſelf to be again 
thee, as in the Prophet, Exek. 5.8. Therefore br | 
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of heart, anJ horrible deſpair. But WW! 
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ſeith the Lord God, Behold, I, even I, am againſt thee. 
I. His face ® againſt thee : Plal. 34. 16. The face of 
9 Wtbe Lord % eecinſ them that do evil, to cut off the re- 
rd, Mmembrance of them. Woe unto them whom God ſhall 
30, {ſet his face againft. When he did but look upon the 
ee) Whoſt of the Egyprians, how terrible was the conſe- 
nal Mquence ? Exek. 14 8. © I will ſet my face againſt that 
vho MW man, and will make him a fign, and proverb, and 
ven MW will cut him off from the midſt of my people, 
thy W* and you ſhall know that Iam the Lord. 2. His 
Vho MI heart is againſt thee : He haterh all the workers of 
his MF iniquity. Man, Doth not thine heart tremble to 
ofit M* think of thy being ar- object of God's hatred > Fer, 
nes, MI 15. 1- Though Moſes and Samuel ftood before me, 
un- WM yet my mind could not be towards thys people : 
the M* Caſt them out of my fight, Zech. 7. 8. My ſoul 
rom {WM loathed them, and their ſouls alſo abhorted me. 
bis WW 3. His hand is againft thee, 1 Sam. 12. 14,15, All 
fi attributes are againſt thee. : 
* Firft, His Juſtice 1s like a flaming ſword un- 


r to ſheathed againſt thee. If I whet my glittering 
Oh, 90, anud my hand take hold on judgment, 1 
hee? WW wil. render vengeance to mine adverſaries, and 
a thy. will reward them that hate me. 1 will make mine 
hoſt FW arrows drunk with blood, &'c. Dent. 32. 40, 41. 
were (0 exact 1s Juſtice, that it will by no means clear the 
ling milty, Exod. 34. 7, God will not diſcharge thee, 
mad {We will not hold thee guiltleſs, Exed. 20. 7, but 
But Wl! require the whole debt in perſon of thee, 
rhee, Wilels thou cant make a Scripture-claim to Chriſt, 
ajelt his fatisfaftion. When the enlightned finner 
pw a-Wo0xs on juſtice, and ſees the ballance in which he 
fins, FMouſt be weighed, and the ſword by which he muſt 
God, Wt executed, he els an earthquake in his breaſt : 
1deti ut Satan keeps'this out of fight, and perſuades the 


ul, while he can, that the Lord is-all made up 
mercy, and fo lulls it aſleep im fin. Wo 
| 1ce 
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ſtice is very ftri& ; ir muſt have fatisfation to the O 
utmoſt farthing ; it denounceth indignation ani and 
wrath, tribulation and anguiſh, to every ſoul that duh ry 
evil, Rom. 2. 8,9. It curleth every one that con-M bs / 
tinueth not in every thing that 1s written in the tha: 
Law, to do it, Gal. 3.10. The juftice of God to the and 
unpardoned finner, that hath-a tenſe of his miſery, ſWA4nd 
is more tercibie than the ſight of the Bayliff or Cre-Mſhor 
ditor to the bankrupt Debtor, or than the ſight ofMcryi! 
the Judge and Bench to the Robber , or of the 
Irons and Gibbet to the guilty Murderer. When 
Juftice firs upon life and death, Oh, what dreadful 
work doth it make with the wretched ſinner ! Bind 
him hand an4 foot, c1ſt him into utter darkneſs ; ther: 
Hall be weeping, and gnaſving of teeth. Matth. 22. 14, 
Depart from me, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, Matth, 
25.41. This 1s the terrible ſentence that Juſtice 
pronounceth. Why finner, by this ſevere Juſtice 
muſt thou be tried ; and.as God liveth, this kill 
ſentence ſhalt thou hear, unlels thou repent, 
be converted. | 

Secondly, The holineſs of God & full of antipathy & 
gdinſt thee, Plal.5. 4.5. He 1s not only | 
thee, (ſo he may be with his own chiidren, ) but 
hath a fixed; rooted, habitual diſpleaſure aganf 
thee ; he loaths thee, Zech. 11.8. an4 what iy done 
- by thee, though for ſubſtance commanded by him, 
I/a. 1. t4. Mal. 1. 1s. As if a man thould give his fer- 
yant never ſo good meat to dreſs ; yet if he ſhoulc 
mingle filth or poyſon with it, he would not toudt 
it. God's nature 1s infirutely contrary to fin, ati 
ſo he cannot but-hate a finner out of Chriſt. : 

Oh, what a miſery 1s this, to be out of the favour 
yea, under the hatred of God! Eccleſ. 5. 4 Hol. 9.15. 
That God can as cafily lay aſide his nature, and cealt 
to be God, as not be co... ary td thee, 4nd detef 
thee, except thou be changed and renewed by. gran 
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h MO finner, How dareſt thou to think of the brighe 
nl Ml and radiant un of purity, upon the beauries, the gla» 
oh ry of holmeis thar 1s in God | The ſtars are not pure in 
»0-M bj fg bt, Job 25. 5. He humbleth him/elf to behold things 
the that are don? in heauen, Pal. 11. 3,6 O thole light 
the and ſparkling eyes of his! What do they eſpy in thee > 
7, 4nd thou hait no intereft in Chriſt neither, that he 
ſhould plead for thee. Methinks I ſhould hear thee 
crying out, aſtoruſhed, with the Bethſhemites, Who 
ſhall ſtand before this boly Lord God > 1 Sam. 6. go, 
Thirdly, The power of God + mounted like 4 mighty 
Cannon againſt thee, The glory of Sod's power 1s to 
be diſplayed, in the wonderful confufion and deftru- 
tion of them that obey not the Goſpel, 2 Theſ. r. 8,9. 
Fe will make his power known im them Rom. 9. 22, 
How mightily he can torment them ! For this end 
te raiſeth them up. that be might make hk power known, 
Rom. 9. 17. O-man, art thou able to make thy par- 
ty good with thy Maker > No more than a filly reed 
zzamft the Cedars of God, or a little Cock-boat a- 
eanſt the tumbling Ocean, or the children's bubbles 
againſt the bluſtering winds. : 
Sinner; the power of God's anger 1s againſt thee, 
{1}. 90. 11. and power and anger together . make 
aintMWicarful work. Twere better. thou hadft all the 
world in arms againft rhee, than to have the pow- 
im, Mer of God againſt thee. There 1s no eſc:ping his 
-Mitznds, no breaking his priſon : * The thunder of lus 
power who can underſtand ? Fob :6.t4. Unhap 
man, that ſhall underftand it by feeling it ! if ke 
will contend with him. he cannot an{wer him ene 
of a thouſand. He is wiſe 1n heart, and mighty 
n ſtrength: Who hath hardned himſelf againſt 
him, and proſpered ? Which removeth the moun- 
tains, and they know 1t not ; which overturneth 
them in kts arger ; Which ſhakerh the earth out of 
ter place, and the pillars thereof tremble: Which 
© come 
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© commandeth the Sun, and it riſeth not; and ſeal. 
© ethup the Stars. . Behold, he taketh-away : Who 
© can kinder him> Who will ſay unto him, What 
© doſt thou> 1f God will not withdraw his anger, 
© the proud helpers do _ under him, Fob 5. 3,4, 
© 5,6, &*c. And art thou a fit match for ſuch an An- 
* tagonift > Oh, conſider this, you that forget God, 
© left he tear you 1n pieces, and there benone to de. 
© liver you, Pſzl. 50.22. Submitto mercy. Let not 
duſt and ſtubble Rand it out againſt the Almighty, 
Set not briars and thorns againſt him in battle, lef 
he go thrfugh them, and conſume them together; 
but lay old on his ftrength, that you may make peace 
with bim, Iſa. 27. 4,5. Woe to him that flrioeth with 
bis Maker, Ila. 4s. 9. 

Fourthly, The wiſdom of God & ſet to ruin thee. Hy 
hath ordained his arrows, and prepared the inftry- 
ments of death, and made all chings ready, Pfal.y, 
12,13. His counſels are againft thee, to contri 
thy deſtryRion, Fer. 18. 11. He laughs in himſelf, to 
ſee how thou wilt be taken and enſnared mn the en 
dav, Pſal. 37. 13. The Lord ſhill lauzh at bim, fork 
ſeeth that the day is coming. He ſees how rhou wit 
come down mightily in a moment ; how thou wit 
wring thine hands, and tear thine hair, and eat thy 
flzſh, and gna{ſh thy te:th for.anguiſh and aftoniſy 
ment of heart, when thou ſeeft thou art fallen rems 
cilefly into the pit of deſtruttion. | 

Fifthly, The truth of God & ſworn againſt thee, Plal 
95.11. If hebetrueand faithful, thou mutt p:rilh 
if thou goeſt on, Luk. 13. 3. Unleſs he be. fallec 
his word, thoa muſt die, except thou repent, Ext 
33- 11. If we believe not, yer he abideth faithta 
he cannot deny himlelf, 2 Tim. 2. 13, That 60” 
He is faithful to his threatnings, as well as pron 
ſes ; and will ſhew his faithfulneſs in our confuſior 
if-we believe not. Ggd hath tofd thee, as plain * 

| 
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t can be ſpoken, That if he waſh thee not, thou baft 
20 part in him, Joh. 13.8. That if thou liveft after the 
2/1,-thou ſhalt die, Rom. $. 13. That except thoir be 
onverted, thou ſbalt in no wiſe enter into the kingdom 
f heaven, Matth. 18. 3. and he abideth faithful, he 
annot deny himſelf, Beloved, as the immutable 
aithfulneſs of God in his promuſe and oath, afford 
eelievers ſtrong conſolation, Heb. 6. 18. fo they are 
04nbelievers, for ſtrong conſternation and confii- 
jon. O finner, tell me : What ſhift doſt thou make 
o think of all the threatrungs of God's word, that 
and upon record againft thee > Doft thou believe 
heir truth, or not ? If not, thou art a wretched In- 
del, and not a Chriftian ; and therefore give oyer 
he name and hopes of a Chriftian, Bur if thou doft 
deteve them, O heart of ſtee! that thon haſt, that 
anſt walk up and down tin quiet, when the trurh 
and faichfulneſs of God 1s engaged to deftroy thee ! 
That if God Almighty can do it, thou ſhalt ſurely 
jeriſh, and be damned. Why, man; the whole” 
dook of God doth teltific againſt thee, wt 1c thou 
emaineſt unſan&ified: It condemns thee in every 
eaf, and 1s to thee, like Exekzel's roll, written with- 
and without with lamentation, and mourning, 
and woe, Ezek. 2.10. And all ths ſhall ſurely come 
pon thee, and overtake thee, Dent. 28. 15. except 
ou repent. Heaven and earth ſhill paſs away, bus 
e jot oy tittle of this word fball never paſs awiy, Mat. 
#.18, 
Now putall this together, and tell me; if the ca(e 
ff the unconverted be' not deplorably mit>rable, 
we read of {ome perſons, that had bound rhenys 
eycs in an oath, and in a curſe, to kill Paw! ;*to 


« W'-0u muſt know, O finner, to thy terrour, that a]! 


beattributes of the infinite God are bound in aw 
hath to deftroy thee, Heb. 3.28, Oman! Wha: 


1 0%; thou do? Whither wilt thou fly > 1f God's 
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© commandeth the Sun, and it riſeth not; and ſeal. &; 
© eth y A Stars. . Behold, he taketh-away : Who 
© can kinder him> Who will fay unto him, What 

© doſt thou> 1f God will not withdraw his anger, 

© the proud helpers do oug under him, Fob 5. 3, 

© 5,6, &*c. And art thou a fit match for ſuch an An- 

© ragonift > Oh, conſider this, you that forget God, 

© left he tear you 1n pieces, and there benone to de- 

© liver you, Pſal. 5o. 22. Submitto mercy. Let not 
duſt and ſtubble Rand it out againſt the Almighty. 
Set not briars and thorns againſt him in batrle, left 
he go thrfugh them, and conſume them together; 
but lay old on bis ftrength, that you may make peace 
with bim, Iſa. 27. 4,5. Woe to bim that flriveth with 
bk Maker, Ila. 45. 9. 

Fourthly, The wiſdom of God & ſet to ruin thee. He MWbe!! 
hath ordained his arrows, and ron the inftry- 
ments of death, and made all <hings ready, Pfal.y, 
12,13. His counſels are againft thee, to contrive 
thy deſtruQion, Fer. 18. 11. He laughs in himſelf, to 
ſee how thou wilt be taken and enſnared mm the ey 
dav, Pſal. 37.13. The Lord ſh2ll lauzh at bim, fork: 
ſeeth that the day is coming. He ſees ho# rhou wit 
come down mightily in a moment ; how thou wit 
wring thine hands, and tear thine hair, and eat thy 
flzſh, and gnaſh thy te:th for.anguiſh and aftoniſh 
ment of heart, when thou ſeceſt thou art fallenrems 
dlefly into the pit of deftruCtion. hs 

Fitthly, The truth of God & ſworn againſt thee, Plal, 
95.1r- If hebe trueand faithful, thou mutt p:rilh 
if thou goeſt on, Luk. 13. 3. Unleſs he be. falle 
his word, thou muſt die, except thou repent, Ext 
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ſes ; and will ſhew his faithfulneſs in our confufiar 
if-we believe not. Ged hath told thee, as plain Ut tho 
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« Bit can be ſpoken, That if he waſh thee not, thou baſt 


"0 part in him, Joh. 13.8. That if thoy liveft after the 
f:ſh, thou ſhalt die, Rom. $. 13. That except thor be 
onverted, thou ſbalt in no wiſe enter into the kingdom 
f heaven, Matth. 18. 3. and he abideth faithful, he 
annot deny himſelf. Beloved, as the immutable 
faichfulne's of God in his promule and oath, aford 
delievers ſtrong conſolation, Heb. 6. 18. ſo they are 
to #nbelievers, for ſtrong conſternation and confii- 
jon. O ſinner, tell me : What ſhift dot thou make 
o think of all the threatrungs of God's word, that 
. Wand upon record againft thee > Doft thou believe 
heir truth, or not ? If not, thou art a wretched In- 
fidel, and not a Chriftian ; and therefore give over 
he name and hopes of a Chriftian. But if thou doſt 
beleve them, O heart of ſteel! that thon haſt, that 
anſt walk 'up and down 1m quiet, when the trurh 
nd faithfulneſs of God 1s engaged to deftroy thee ! 

hat if God Almighty can do it, thou ſhalt ſurely 


ro periſh, and be damned. Why, man; the whole 


book of God doth teltifie againſt thee, wh.c thou 
emaineſt unſan&ified : It condemns thee in every 
leaf, and 1s to thee, like Exekzel's roll, written with- 
n and without with lamentation, and mournitg, 
and woe, Ezek. 2.10. And all this ſhall ſurely come 
ipon thee, and overtake thee, Dent. 28. 15, EXCCrt 
hou repent. Heaven and earth ſh.ill paſs away, bus 
ne jot oy tittle of this word fball never paſs awiy, Mart. 
ſ.18, 

Now putall this together, and tell m2; if the ca(c 
ff the unconverted be' not deplorably miterablc. 
is we read of {ome perſons, that had bound che. 
elyes 11 an oath, and in a curſe, to kill Pay! 3* th 
10u muft know, O fitner, to thy terrour, that a]! 
heattributes of the infinite God are bound in aw 
path to deftroy thee, Heb. 3.28, Oman! Wha: 


in 20 11t thou do? Whither wilt thou fly > 1f God's 
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Omruſciency can find thee, thou ſhalt not eſcape 
If the true and faithful God will ſave his oath, pe 
.riſh thou muſt, except thou believe and repert : 
the Almighty hath power to toyment thee," thc 
ſhalt be perfe&!y miſerable in ſoul and body to ; 
eternity, unleſs 1t be prevented by thy ſpeedy cor 
verſion. 

IT. Thewhole creation of God 7s againſt thee. 7 
whole creation (laith Paul) groaneth and travail 
in pain, Rom. $. 22. But what 1s it that the creatic 

roaneth under» Why, the fearful abule that it} 
ubje& to, in ſerving the lufts of unſanCtified me 
And what 1s 1t that the creation groaneth for > Wh 
for freedom and liberty from chis abuſe ; for # 
creature is wery unwillingly ſubject to this bondage, Ron 
8. 19,20, 21. If the unreaſonable and inani 
creatures had ſpeech and reaſon, they would c 
out under it, .as-bondage unſuff:rable, to be abu 
by the ungodly, coritrary ro their natures, -and til 
ends that the great Creator made them for. - Itis 
e of an eminent Divine, © The 1:quor that 
* drunkard driaketh, if it had reaſon as: well as 
© man, to know how ſhamefully it 1s abuſcd an 
* ſpoiled, it would groan in the barrels againſt hin 
*** would groan in the cup againſt him, groan il 
* his throat, in his belly,. againft him ; 1t would BE 
© in his face, if it could ſpeak. And if God ſhoul 
© open the mouths of the creatures, .as he did tl 
* mouth of Balaam's Ais, the proud man's garmeni 
* on is back would groan againft him, There 15nF* 
© yeracreature, but 1f it had reaſon to know how 
* 1s abuſed, till a man be converted, it would groa* 
* againſt him\: The land would groan to bear jun; 
* the air would groan to give him breathing, tne 
* houſes wonkogaogn to lodge them,their beds we 
* groan to eaſe them, rheir food to. nouriſh the®* 
# their cloaths to cover them, and the creature, wou = 


The Miſerie3 of the Uncorverted. © gg 
Fc proan to give them any help ard comfort, fol | 
2 Þ Sthey live-in fin againſt God. Thus far he. Me. 
Ke hinks this ſhould be a terrour to an unconverted 
\ ſoul, to think that he 1s a burden to the creation, 
"Y "WLuk. 13-7. - Cut it down, why cumbreth it the ground? 
conf the poor inanimate creatures could bur ſpeak, 
ey would ſay to the ungodly, as Moſes to Iſrael, 
Muſt we fetch you water out'of. the rock, ye re- 
bels 2. Nur. 2.10! Thy food would ſay, Lord, muſt 
Inouriſh ſuch awretch as this,” and yield forth my 
ſtrength for him to d1iſhonour thee withal > No, I 
will choak him rather, if tho wilt give me cota- 
miſſion. The very air would ſay, Lori, muſt T 
'F give this man breath, to ſet his tongue againlt hea- 
F ven; and ſcorn thy people, and vent his pride, and 
wrath, and filthy communication, and belch our 
FF caths and blaſphemy againft thee ? No, if thou but 
FF ay the word, the ſhall be breathleſs for me. His 
poor beaſt would ſay, Lord, muſt I carry him up- 
on his wicked defigns ? No, I will break his bones, 
[ will end: his days rather, if I may have but leave 
from thee. A wicked man, the earth groans under 
"Fim;:and hell groans for-him, rill death ſatisfies 
-Woth, and unburdens the earth, and ftops the mouth 
at hell with him; . While this Lord of hoſts. is agaihft 
Wiee,- be fure the hoſts of the Lord ate againſt thee, 
$04 all the creatures as it were up in.arms, till upon 
man's converſion, the controverfie being takeriap 
etween-God and him, he makes a covenant of peace 
nth the creatures for him, Fob 5.522; $3, 24. Hol. 
, 18,19, 20. \ P hb fait +\ 3683 < Cf 
:{[1* The roarmg :Lion Path Þzs power 
Wirey 1 Pet: 5. $::' Thou arc faſt in thepaiil were 
” 0, that is greedy to-devour :* Ir ths | 
+ ne Devil led captive by him at ts will, 4700. - 
2260 This tsthe ſpirit thatworkerh in-the1Ghil- 
ſiren of difabedience; pbeſ:>-3. His dradges they 
Z _ are 
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ea t 
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are, and his luſts/they do. He 1s the ruler of the 
- darkneſs of this world, Epbeſ s, 12: that is, of jg- 
norant ſinners that hve in darkneſs. You-pity the 
poor Indians, that worſhip the Devil for their God, ſtrif 
but httle think that * tis your own caſe. Why, 'tis Ml 7b. 
the common mulery of all the unſanctified, that the pro? 
Devil is their God, 2 Cor. 4. 44 Not that they dog W1t 15 
intend to do him homage and worſhip ; they will Wſcrp 
be ready to defie him, and him that thould ſayiſo by I (wit 
them; but all this while they ſerve him, - and come He | 
and'go at his beck, and live under his government, © torr 
His ſeryants you are, to whom you yield your ſelves blzc 
to obey, Rom. 6. 16. Oh, how many then will be thou 
found the real ſervants of the Devil, that take them a'l v 
ſelves for no other than the children of God ! Hell thy 1 
can no ſooner offer a finful delight, or opportunity ſ furn 
for your unlawful adyantage,: but you embraceic, Wfor n 
If he ſuggeſt a lye, or prompt you to revenge, you 
reidily obey: It he forbid you to read, or pray; you 
hearken to him, and therefore his ſervants you are, 
Indeed he. les behind the curtain, he atts in' the 
dark, and finners ſee not who ſetteth them on work 
durallthe while he leads them in a ſtring, Doubtlek 
the lyar intends net a ſervice to Satan, but his &m 
_—_ yet 'tis he. that ſtands imthe cornerur- 
and;putteththe thing into his heart, 4 

F* 3s. ogeryer 8. 44-  Queltionleſs, Fadas, when he (pl 
his Maſter fot money, and therChaldeans and 5% 
beans, when they plunder'd Fob, intended not to 
the Devila pleaſure, but to ſatisfte their own cove 
taus thirſt ; re 208 he that atuated them in the! 


Toy lars ent ce Fob rt: 1z,15,17. Men tha 


ra ons oc drudges for the Dei 
os it; Ay mary Se may pleaſe themſehe 

| to «chard of a ha berty, 
Art thou yet in wan.s 5 fog not turned iro! 


2 Pet. 2+ 19:" 
derknely to t? Why, thou art under the pc 


| 
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the W of Satan, AF. 26.18. Doft thou live in the ordinary 
"je. WM and wilful prattice of any known fin? Know that: 
the MW thou art of the Deyil, 1 ob, 3-8. Doſt thou livein- 


od, Wl ſtrife, or envy, or malice * Verily, he 1s thy father, 
'tis 8 70h. 8. 40, 41- O dreadful cale ! However Satan may 
the W provide his flaves with divers pleaſures, Tit. 3. 3. yet 
dit is but to toll them into endleſs perdition. The. 
will @ ſerpent comes with the apple in his mouth, oh but 
o by MW (with Eve) chou {cet not the dead]y ſting 1n his tail» 
zyme He that 15.now thy tempter, will be one day thy 
ent tormentor. Oh that I could but give thee to ſee how. 
Ives black a maſter thou ſervelt, how filthy a drudgery | 
| be Wl thou doſt, how mercileſs a tyrant thou gratifielt ; 
em- M2! whoſe pleaſure is, to ſet thee on work to make 
He MY thy perdition and damnation ſure, and to hear the 
nity Ml furnace hotter and hotter, in which thou muſt burn 

x it, for millions of millions of 2ges. 
youll 1. The guilt of all thy fins Lies like a mountain upon 
youſF'22:. Poor foul! Thou feelct ir not, but this is 
tat which ſeals thy miſery upon thee. While tn- 
converted, none of thy fins, are blotted out, 4, 
3. 19. they are all upon the ſcore againſt thee: Re< , 
generation and remiſſion are neyer ſeparated ; 
the unſanQified are unqueſtionably unjuftified and , 
unpardoaned, 1 Cor. 6. 11. 1Pet.1. 2+ Heb. 9. 14. Be- 
loved, 'tis a fearful thing to be in debt, but above all 
16 God's debt; for there 15no arrett fo formidable 
4$his, no priſon ſo. horrible as his.. Lok upon an , 
enlightned finner, who feels the weight of his own , 
guilt : Oh, kow frightful are his looks, how fearkul 
are his complaints ! His comforts are turned ins - 
© wormwood , and his moiſture into drought 
and his ſleep departeth' from his ejes. He is a" 
terrour to himlelf, and all that are about him; and 
$ ready to envy the very ſtones that he in the , 
ſtreet, becauſe they. are ſenſeleſs, and feel not. his , 
miſery ; and wiſheth he agy beea a dog, or a toad, 
; | > FX "FTI 
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or a ſerpent, rather than a man, becauſe then death 
had put an end to his miſery, whereas now it will 
oy but the beginning of that which will know ng 

Ing. | Ig 

How light ſoever you may make of it now, you 
will one day find the guilt of 'unpardoned fin to 
be a heavy burden. This is a Mill ſtone that who- 
loever falleth upon it, ſhall be,broken ; but upon 
whomſfoever it ſhall fall, it will grind im try pow: 
der, Matth, 21. 44. What work d1d it makewith our 
Saviour ?, It preſſed the very blood (to a wonder) 
out. of his veins, and broke all his bones: And if it 
did this in the green tree, what will it do inthe 

, 

Oh! Think of thy cafe intime. Canft thou think 
of that threat without trembling, Te ſhall die in your 
fxs, Joh. 8.24. Oh! Better were it for thee todie 
' 11 @goal, die in aditch. in a dungeon, than die in 
thy fins, . If death, as it will take away, all thy'0- 
ther comforts,” would rake away thy fins too, it 
were ſome mitigation ; but thy fins will follow thee, 
when thy friends leayethee, and all worldly enjoy- 
ments ſhake hands with thee : Thy ſins will nor tie 
with thee. 2 Cor. 5. 10. Rev. 20. 12, as a priſoner's 
other debeg will ; bit they will ra judgment with 
thee, there tobe thine accuſers; aind'th*y will to hell 
with thee, there to be thy tormentors. Better t6 haye: 
ſo many fiends and furies about thee,” thari'thy fins 
tofall Uuponthee,and faften in thee,Oh, the work thar 
theſe, will make thee ! Oh, look'over thy debts in, 
time! How much art thou jn the books of Every one, 
of God's laws: How isevery one of God's command- 
ments ready to arreſt thee, and take thee by the 
throat, for 'intumerable bonds thar it hath ' upen 
thee . Wa wile they ug then, wikhl they 1 _ 
together lay in againſt thee > Hold open the eyes 0 
confcienctto'confiderthis, that thou mayeſt defparr 
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pf thy ſelf, and be driven to Chrift, and fly for re- 
uge, to lay hold upon the hope that is ſet before 
hee, Heb. 6. 1V. 

V. Thy raging lufts do miſerably enſlave thee. While 
ron Faconverted, thou art a very ſervant to fin, it 
eigns over thee, and holds thee under its domi- 


ks jon, til] chou art brought within the bend of God's 
pon (£2venant, Foh. $.-34, 36. Tit. 3.3. Rom. 6. 12. 14. 
we. 9". 5.16, 17. Now there's no {uch Tyrant as fin : 


0 the filthy and fearful work that it doth engage 
ler) ($5 {ervants in! Would it not pierce a man's heart 
fit (Wo fee a company of poor creatures drudging and ' 
oiling, and all to carry together faggots and fuel 
or thetr own burning > Why, this 18 the employ- 
ent'of ſin's drudges : Even while they bleſs them- 
eyes in their unrigtteous gains, while they fing 
nd (will in pleaſures, they are but treaſuring up 
rath and vengeance for thetr eternal burrnings ; 

are but laying in powder and bullets, and ad- 


64 ling- to the pile of Tophet, and flinging in oyl' to ' 
les Mimake the flame rage the riercer. Who would ſerve 
a, - MN 

oy- Wh a maſter, whoſe work is drudgery, and whole 


Wages 1s death ? Rom. 6. 23. 

What a woful ſpeRacle was that poor wretch 
oflefſed with the legion? Would it not have pi- 
ied thine heart to have ſeen him among the vombs, 
cutting and wounding of himſelf > Mar. 5. 5. This 
8 thy caſe, ſuch is thy work ; every: ftroke is a 
tiruſt at thine heart, 1 Tim. 6. 10. Conſcience in- 
led is now aſleep > but when death and judgment 
ſhall bring thee to thy ſenſes, then wilt thou feel 

- Wc raging ſmart and anguiſh of every wound. The 
the Fconvinced firmer 1s a ſenſible inftance of the mt- 
on Mable bondage of fin : Conſcience flies upon him, 
Pol and tells him what the end of theſe things will be ; 
s of {40d yet ſuch a ſlave is he to his lufts, thar on he muſt, 
xair {0ugh he ſee it will be his endlels perdirion ; and 

of. F. 4 when 
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when the temptation comes, luſt gets the bitt in his 

mouth, breaks all the cords of his vows and pro- 

_ and carries him headlong to his own efiry 
1ON. 

VI. The furnace of eternal vengeance # heated ready fo 
thee, lia. 30. 33. Hell and deſtruftion open their 
mouths upon thee, they gape for thee, they groan 
for thee, Tſa. 5. 14. waiting as it were with a greedy 
eye, as thou ſtandeſt upon the brink, when thoy 
wilt dropin. If the wrath of a man be « the roqy- 
ing of 4 lien, Prov. 0. 2. more heavy than the ſand, 
- Prov. 27. 3- what is the wrath of the infinite God? 
If the burning furnace, heated in Nebuchadnezzar's 
f:2ry rage, when he commanded it to be made yet 
even times hotter, wereſo fierce as to burn up even 
thote thatdrew near it to throw the three children 
in Pan. 3- 19,22. how hot 1s that burning oven of 
the Almighty's fury.? Mal. 4. 1. Surely this 1s ſeven 
times ſeven more fierce. What thinkeſt thou, 
naan; of being a faggot in hell to all eteralty 2, - Can 
thine beart endure, cr canthine hands be ſtrong in thedy 
that T ſhall deal with thee, ſaith the Lord of hoſts > Ezek, 
22.14. Canſt thou dwell with everlaſting burnings? 
Canſt, thou abide the conſuming fire ? I;a- 33. 4. 
When thou ſhair be as a'glowing iron 1n hell, and 
thy whole, body and foul ſhall be as perfetly pol- 
ſeſſed by God's burning vengeanceasthe fiery ſpark 
ling iroa, when keated in the fhierceſ forge > Thou 
canſt not bear God's whip, how then wilt thou et 
dure his ſcorpions > Thou art evea cruſhed, and 
ready to with thy ſelf dead, under the weight of his 
finger ; how then wilt thou bear the weight of his 
lains? The moſt patieat man that ever was, did 
curſe the day that ever he was born, Fob 3. 1- and 
cyen with death to come and end his miſery, Fob 7. 
15, 16, when God did bur let out one little drop of 
ts wrath: How then wilt thou eadure, when bac: 
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ſhall pour;out all his vials, and ſet himſelf againft 
thee, to torment thee? When he ſhall make thy con-* 
ſcience the tunnel, by which he will be pouring his 
d for burning wrath intot y ſoul for eyer; and when he: 
their I ſhall All all thy powers as full of torment, as they 
roan be now full of fin 2 When immortality ſhall be thy 
eedy © miſery ; and to.die the death of a brute, and be ſwa]-/ 
thou pk into the gulf of annihilation, ſhall be ſucha 
POAy= p gay a3 the whole eternity of withes, 'and an o- 
f rears ſhall never purchaſe > Now thqu cant” 
50d? _ off the evil day, and canſt laugh and'be merty, 
rar's I 2d forget the terror of the Lord; 2 Cor! 5: T7- bur 
» yet f tow wilt thou hold out, or hold up, when God wil 
ve cat thee into a bed of torments, Rev. 2. 21. and 
Iren MW make thee to lie down in ſorrows? Ta. 50. 11, When 
1 of Ml roarings and blaſphemy ſhall be thine only muſkk'; 
enty Wl 4nd the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured 
out withaut mixture, into the cap of his Tndigna<" 
Can I ti0n, ſhall. be thine only drink ? Rev. 14- 10: When; 
dy Wl thou ſhalt draw in flames for thy breath, and'the> * 
-o&, MI horrid Rench- of ſulphur ſhall bethy only perfume?! 
0s? MN 10 a word, When the ſmoak of thy torment ſhall” 
. 4. | #cend for eyer and ever, atd thon ſhalt have no 
and WI ret, night nor day ; no reſt in thy conſcience, no\ 
'ol- eaſe in th bones, ut. thak ſhalt be a k5 CXCCTAtiON, 
rk- MW and an a woſhenye nl Curſe, 7 reproacty 
:ou MI for. evermipre? oa 
et O. fpiner, to he + } confider If thou art a". 
nd MW man,and not a Fare go] ep nang koverp bet Fall 
his Wi felf where thou RarideR; 


did YI liyeth, there is but but : Fo gr line ws "th -this,” 
nd WF 1 $47. 2063+ 1, ave hot! wheti, thou, H het 
7. Ml dow "Publ thou may bank: hefare the morn 
Thou, ates ex not whey thy rifet. but mach 


drop in | 
this ? \Wilt- thou go on ff Ns a dre! 
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as if nothing ailed thee ? If thou putteſt it off; and 
ſazeſt, this. doth not belong to”thee ; look again 
over the foregoing chapter, and tell me the truth: 
Are none of theſe black marks found upon thee? 
Do-not blind thine eyes, do not deceive thy ſelf; 
ſee thy miſery while thou mayelt prevent it: 


what it is to: be a vile caſt-out, a damned repto.- % 
bate, a veſſel of wrath, into which the Lord wil be W:hum 
ouring out, his tormenting fury,, while he bath a I... 
ing, Rom. g..22. 6 h 
'Divine wrath is a fierce, Deut. 32. 22. nite ey. wrkl 
4.33-14. MP Maith, 25. 41 unquenchable ©. x. 
e, Matth.3. 12. and thy ſoul and body muſt be the ©... 
fue] upon which it will be feeding for ever, unlels WY... 


thou, confider thy ways, and ſpeedily turn to the 
Lore oT a ſound conyerfion. They that Nave been Wl ;. 1. 
ely. ' : + OArobade mg had I arwd; burthe M. 
thereo ag iipon them ; oh, what arnazi 
ettacles have they Bd! Whole heart would nor | =” 
have melted, to haye heard Spjrd's out-cries ?. To 
have ſeen Chalener, that monument of juftice, worm V 
to skin and bones, blaſpheming the God of heaven, Ill ,.; 
curſing himſelf, and continually crying out, O ww If «i... 
ture; torture,terture ; O torture, tortuye, as1f the flames IN 1.00 
wrath, had already took hold on him? To have Wl 7 
heard Rogers crying Out,” I bave bad 4 little pleaſure, WI 1c. 
but now F muſt to bell for everniore ;' withirig bur for Il . 4 


this mi God; would bur ler him lie I 19, 
Urn ever "the. back of that fire (on I « 7, 
the ) and bringing in this {ad concluſion fti th 
at the end of whatever was ſpoken to him ro afford I « (4 
Pe 

ons of if *< 

tolerable, what ths ing of it? - * 

; ih vain fo flatter you, this would. I <1; 


" kebutto toll youunto the utiquenchable fire;. know 


Oe 
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v6 from the living God, that hereyou muſt lie, with 


and heſe burnings muſt you dwell, ril} immortality die, 
AN Wd immutability change ; rill etermty run our, and 
Mt mnipotency 1s not longer able to torment, except 


ou be in good earnelt renewed throughout by ſan- 


1; Etifying grace. ; 

i og law, diſchargeth all its threats and curſes at 
fo- thee, Gal. 3. 10. Rom. 7. Oh, how dreadfully doth it 
lbs thunder !- It fpits fire and brimftone in thy face: Its 
Na words are as drawn fwords, and as the ſharp ar- 


| rows of the mighty : It demands farisfaCtion to the 
ri utmoſt, and cries, Juftice, juſtice: It ſpeaks blood, 
vle Y 2nd war, and wounds, and death againſt thee. O 
- the execrations, ind plagues, and deaths, that this 

_ murdering-piece is loaded with ! (read Deus. 28. 15, 
Is MN 16, &c.) and thou art the mark at-which this ſhor 
1 YN is levelled. Oman! Away to the ſtrong hold, Zech. 
te 9.12, Away from thy fins, hafte t& the {anCtuary, 
8. BN the city of refuge, Heb. 13. 13. even the'Lord Jelus 
ot F Chrift ; hide thee im him, or elſe thou art loſt with- 
T out any hope of recovery. 
wy VIII. The Goſpel it ſelf bindeth the ſentence of eter- 
I nt! damnztion upon thee, Mar. 16.16. If thou con- 
"”" BJ tiueſt im thine impenitent and unconverted eftate; 
© I know that the Goſpel denounceth a much ſorer 
"© I condemnation, than ever would haye been for the 
kg tranſgreffforr only of the firſt eovehittſt; + Is it nor 
i i * dreadfal cafe to have'the Goſpel "ir! ſelf fill its 
i. WJ mouth with threats, and thunder, and damnation > 
" I} © Tohave the Lord to roar from Mount Sion againft 
b "thee? Foel 3.16. Hear the terrour' of the Lor4. He 
+ | fitarbejieverhnor; ſhall bedamned: Exceprye re- 
A & pent; ye {hall alt periſh, Lak. r 3: 3. This is rhecon- 

* deffination, that lighr'is come into the world, and 

7 8 © nn love darkneſs rather than kght, 70h: 3.19. 
' He thatbelieyethnor, the wrath'of Godiabideth on: 
: him, Fob, 3.36, If theword ſpoken by Ars Tk 


-— 
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" tedfaſt, and every tranſgreſſion and diſobedienc 

received a juſt recompence, of reward, how ſhall 
* weeſcape, if we neglect ſo great ſalvation 2 Hel, 
* 2. 2,3, Hethar deſpiſed Moſes's law died without 
© mercy : Of how much forer puniſhmeat ſhall he 
© be thought worthy, that hath trampled under foot 
< the Son of God > Heb. 10.28, 29. 

Application. And is this true indeed ?. Is this thy 
milery?. Yea, 'tis as true as God 1s. Better open 
thine eyes, and fee 1t now, while thou mayetrems: 
dy it, than blind and harden thy ſelf, til, to thing 
eternal forrow, thou ſhalt. feel what thou wouldf 
not believe: - And if it be true, whatdoſt thou mean, 
to loyter-and linger in fuch a caſe as this > _ 

Alas for thee, poor man ! How. effettually hath 
fia undone thee, and deprived and deſpoiled thee, 
eyen of thy reaſgn to look after thine own everlaſt- 
0g.good? - O milcrable Caitift ! What ftupidity 
and -ſenſeleſneſs hath ſurpriſed thee > Oh! letme 
knock up, and awake this fleeper. Who dwells 


within the walls of this fleſh ? Is there ever a ſoul 
here, a rational, underitanding ſoul > Or.art thou 
only a walking choſt, a ſenſcleſs lump? Art thou a. 


realonable foul, and yet ſo far brutified, as to for- 
get thy ſelf immortal, and to. think thy ſelf to be 
aS the beaſts that periſh? Art thou turnedinto fleſh? 


that thou ſavoureſt nothing bur gratifying the ſenſe, 
and making provition raya Fri Or elſe having 


- 


reaſon to underſtand the eternity of thy: future e- 
flare, doſt thou yet make light 7 4 everlaftingly 
muterable > .Whuch is.to be ſo much below a brute, 
a$1t is worſe to.at againſt reaſon, than to a with; 
Qut it. O unhappy foul, that. waſt the. glory .of 
wan, the,mate. © ATE; and the image of God! 

that waſt: God's repreſentative 'm the, world, and 


kadſi the upremacy amongſt the creatures, and the- 


damuryon over thy Maker's works! Art thou now 
| | become. 
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become a ſlave to ſenſe, a ſervant to ſo baſe an idol 
asthy belly ; for no higher felicity than to fill thee 
with the. wind of man's applauſe, or heaping to- 
gether a little refined earth, no more ſuitable to 
thy ſpiritual, immortal nature, than the dirt and 
Ricks > Oh, why doſt thou not bechink thee where. 
thou ſhalt be for ever? Death is at hand, the Fudge 
& even at the door, Jam. 5, 9. Yet a little while, and 
time ſhall be no longer, Rev. 10. 5, 6. And wilt thou. 
run the hazard of GE in ſuch: a ftate, in 
which, if thou be overtaken, thou ast irrecoverably 
miſerable. | | 
Come then ;. Ariſe, and attend thy neareſt con- 
cernments. Tell me: Whuther art thou going > 
What !_ Wilt thou live in ſuch a courſe, wherein 
every at is a ſtep to perdition ; and thou doſt not 
know, but the, next night thou. mayeft make thy 
bed in hell> Oh ! If thou haft: a ſpark of reaſon, * 
conſider, and turn, and hearken to thy very friend, 
who would therefore ſhew thee thy preſent miſery, 
that thou mighteſt in time make thine eſcape, and- 
be eternally happy. ng OD. 
Hear what the Lord faith : Feey ye not me, ſ4ith the 
Lerd > Will ye not tremble at my preſence ? Jer. 5. 22. 
Ofinners ! Do ye make. light| of the wrath, to come ? 
Matth. 3.7. Iamfſure there 1s a time coming, when: 
FOU wil not make light of it. Why, the very devils 
do believe and tremble, Jam- 2.19. What | You more 
hardned than they | Will.you run-upon the edge of 
the rock > Will you play at the hole of the Aſp? 
Will you put your hand upon the Cockatrice's den > 
Willyou dance about the fire, till you are burnt; or 
dally with-devouring wrath;as ifiyou were at a point 
of indifferency, whether you did eſcape it, or. en- 
cure it 2..O madneſs of folly ! Solomen's mad: man ;.. 
that cafteth fire-brands, and arrows, and death, and. 
faith, Am I not jn jeft ? Prov. 26; 18's nothing ſo, 
| Giffracted. 
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diſtracted as the wilful finner, Luk. r5. 17: that go-- 


eth on1n his unconverted eftate without teriſc, ay 
if nothing atiied him. - The man thar runs on the 
cannon's mouth, that ſports with his blood, or lets 
out his life in a frolick, 1s ſenfible, ſober and/ferjous 
to him that, goeth-on ftill in his treſpaſſes,” Pſat.'s8, 
21. For be -ſtretcheth out his hand againſt Got, '«nd 
ftrengtbneth himſelf again/t the Almighty : He »unneth 
upon him, even upon bis neck, upon the thick boſſes of 
bw buckler, Job 15- 25,26; Is it widom to dally 
with the ſecond 'death, or to venture into the lake 


that burneth with fire and brimftone, Kev. 21. $; as - 


if thou wert but going tg waſh thee, or ſwim for 
thy recreation > Wilt thou, as it were, fetch thy 
vieze; and jump mto eternal flames, as the children 
through the bone fire 7 'What ſhall Fay? & can find 
- oitno expreffion, no compariſon, whereby eo ſer 
forth tlie dreadful diftraftibn of that foul, that ſhafl 
go oh in ſt. | IR 
Awehke, Awake, Epbe/, 5. 14. O finner! Arife and 
take thy light : There is bnt one door that thou 
* mayeft fly by, and thats the ftrait door of conyer- 
fion;and thenew birth. Unleſs thou turrrunfeigned- 
 Iy fromallthy fins, and comen to Jeſus Chriſt, and 
take him for the Lord” thy righteonſnels, and walk 
m him mn holineſs ahd newneſs of life: As the Lord 


liverh; 1t 1s not more cerram that thou art now our ' 


of hell, than that 'rhot ſhalt without fail' bevy it, 


but a few daysand nights from hence, Oh, ſet thine 


heart to thinkof thy-caſe. Is not thine everlaſting 
miſery or welfare that which doth deſerve a little 
conſideration ? © Look again over-the' riſeries: of 
the uncoryerted : Tf the Lord' hath nor ſpoken by 
| me, regard me nor ; but if it be. the very word'of 
_ God, that allthis mifery hes upon thee, what # eaſe 


art thou in 2 'Fsir for one that hath his ſenſes, live 


if fuch a coridifien; and not to make' all poſſible 
expedition 
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expedition for preventing his utter ruin? Oman! 
Who hath bewitched thee, Gal. 3. r. that m the mat- 
ters of this preſent life thau ſhouldſt be wiſe enough 
to forecaſt thy buſinels, foreſee thy er, and pre- 
yent thy mafchief ; but in: matters of everlafting 
conſequence-ſhouldft be -- 7 and careleſs, as if they 
little concerned thee > Why, Is it nothing to th 

to laye all the attributes of God engaged agai 
thee? Canft thon do well without his favour ? 
Canſt thou eſcape his hands, or' endare his ven- 
geance ? Doft thou hear the creation groaning under 
thee, and hell groaning for thee, and yet think thy 
caſe good enough > Art thou in the paw of the Lion, 
under” the power of pads woes, m the dark and 
no!ſome priſon, fetter'd with thy luſts, working out 
the, own damnation ; and 1s not this worth the 
confidering ? - Wilr thou make light'of all rhe ter-- 
rours of the law, of allits curſes and thunder-bolts, 
a5 1f they were but the report of the children's pet- 
guns, or thou wert to war with their paper-pellets? 
Doft thou laugh at hell and deftruftion, or canft 
thou drink the envenomed cnp of the Almighty's 
fury, as1f it were but a common potion ? 

Gird up now thy loins like a man, for I will de- 
mand of thee, and anſwer thou me, Fob 40.7. Art 
thou ſuch a Leviathan, as that the ſcales of thy pride 
ſhould keep thee from thy Maker's coming at-thee ? 
Wilt thou, efteem his arrows as ftraw, and the in- 
firuments.of death as rotten wood > Art thou chief 
of all the children of pride, even that thou ſhouldſt 
count his darts as ſtubble, and laugh at the ſhaking 
of his ſpear ? Art thou made without fear, and con- 
temneſt his barbed irons? Fob 41. Art thou hke the: 
horſe rhatpaweth in the yalley, and rejoiceth uthis | 
ſitengrh, / Shs goeth ont to meet the armed men > 
Doft thoutnock at fear; and-art not affrighted, nei- 
ther turn& back from God's (word, when his qui- 
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ver ratleth againft chee, the glittering ſpear and the 
ſhreld > Fob 39. 21, 22, 23. Well, it the threats and 
calls of the word will not fear thee, nor, awaken 
thee, I am ſure death and judgmeat will. Oh,what 
wilt thou do when the Lord cometh forth againf 
thee, and in his fury falleth upon thee, and thou 
ſhalt feel! what thou readeſt? If when Dante/'s ene- 
mies,were caſt into the den of Lions, both they, and 
their, wives, an4 their children, the Lions had the 
maſtery of then, and brake all their bones in pic» 
ces, ere eyer they came at the bottom of the den, 
Nzn. 6. 24. What ſha'l be done with rhee, whea thou 
falleſt iato the Lands of the living God 2 Whea he 
ſhall gripe thee in his iron arms,and grind and cruſh 
thee to a thouſand pie-es in his wrath ? 

Oh, do not then contend with God : Repent and 
be converted, fo none of this ſhall comeupon thee; 
Iſa. 55. 6,7. Seek ye the Lcrd while he may be found; 
call ye upm him while he i near. . Let the wicked forſak: 
b& way, and ihe unrighteo4. man bk thoughts ;_ let bim. 
return unto the Lord, and he will hav? mercy on hin; 
and to our God, for be will abundantly pardon. 


Chap. VI, Containing DIRECTIONS 
| h for Converfion. BY 


Mark 10. 17. Avidthere came one's | and 
kneeled to him, and acked him, Good Ma- 
fter, what fhall I do that I may inherit 
eternal life? - ETSY 

Efore thou; readeft theſe. direiong, TL adviſe 
, thee, yea, I charge thee before. . and. 

' holy Angels,. to reſolve to follow them, (as far 48 

coaſcience ſhall be convinced of their ang OP 

to God's word, and thy eſtate) and cal Nie bes 
Oct 
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fance and blefling, . that they may ſucceed: And 


ere Hunt t Fr 


as I have ſought the Lord, and conſulted his oracles, 
what advice to give thee, ſo muft thou entertain it 
with that awe, reverence, and purpoſe of obedience, 


that the word of the living God doth require. 


Now then attend. Setthine heart unto all that I foal 
teftifie unto thee in thk day ; for it is not a vain thing, 
it & your life, Deut. 32. 46. This is the end of all that 
hath been ſpoken hitherto, to bring you to ſet up- 
on turning, and making uſe of God's micans for 
your converſion. I would not trouble you, nor 
torment you before the time, with the forechoughts 
of your eternal miſery, but in order to yeur making 
your eſcape. Were you ſhut up under your pre- 
ſent miſery, without remedy, it were but mercy (as 
one ſpeaks) to let you alone, that you migat take 
in that little poor comfort that 3ou are capab'e of 
here in this world : But you may yer be happy, ft 
you do not wilfully refuſe the means of, your reco- 
very. Behold, I hold open the door unto you; ariſe, 
take your flight : I ſer the way of life before you ; 
walk init, and you ſhall l:ve - and not die, Dent. 33. 
19. Fer. 9.16. Ir pitres me to think you ſhoull be 
your own murde:ers, ard throw your ſelves kead- 
long, when God ad men cry out to you, as Peter, 1 
another caſe, to his afier, Spare t'y ſelf. A noble 
Virgin, that attended r'.c Corr of Spain, Was WIC 
kedly:raviiked by the King ; and :cxeupon exciting * 
tie Duke, her Father, to revenge, hecalied i the 
Moors to his help ; who, when they had.cxccuted 
his deſizn, miſerably waled and ſpoiled the eoun- 
try; which this Virgin Jaying ſe excecding]y to 
heart, ſhut her ſelf up in a tower beloneing ra 
her father's houfe, and defired ter father and mo- 
ther might be calle] forth ; and bewailing to them 
her own. wretchedneſs, rhat ſte ſhould have ccca- - 
kioned ſo much miſery and deſolation to her coun- 

| ery, 
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try, for the ſatisfying of her reyenge, ſhe told them; 


ſhe was reſolved to be avenged upon her ſelf, Her 


father and mother beſoughr her to pity her ſelf and 
them, but nothing could preyail, but ſhe took her 
leave of them, and threw her ſelf off the batcle- 
"ments. and ſo periſhed before their faces. 

Juft thus 1s the wilful deſtruRion of ungodly men, 
The God that made them beſeecheth them, and cry- 
eth out to them, as Paul to the diftratted Jaylor, 
when about to murder himſelf,” Do thy ſelf no harm, 
The Miniſters of Chrift forewarn them, and follow 
them, and fain would have them back ; bur, alas! 
no expoſtulations nor obteſtations will preyay], but 
men will hurl themſelves into perdition , while 
pity it ſelf looketh on. 

What ſhall I ſay? Would it not grieve a perſon 
of any humanity, if in the time of a reigning plague 
he ſhould h2y8 a re-cipt{as one ſaid well)that would 
infallibly cure all the country;'and recover the moſt 
hopeleſs patients, and yet his friends and neighbours 
ſhould die by the hundreds about'him, becauſe they 
would not uſe it> Men and bfethren, though you 
carry the certain ſpmptoms of death in your faces, 
yet I have a receipt that will cure you all, that will 
cure infallibly : Follow but theſe few directions, 
and if you do not then win heaven, I willbe con- 
tent to loſe it. 


Hear then, 'O ſinner ! and as ever thou wouldf be 


converted and ſaved,embrace this following counſel. 
Direct. I. Set it down with thy ſelf, as an undoubted 
truth, that it is impoſſible for thee ever to get to heaven 
in thi thy nnconverted flate. Can any other but Chriſt 
fave thee? and he tells thee, he will never do it, ex- 
cept thou be regenerated; and conyerted, Mat. 18. 31 
* Fob. 3.3. Doth he not keep the keys of heaven? 
And canft thou get m without his leave? "As thou 
maſk, if ever thou comeſt thither inthy —_ can- 
on, 
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hem, tion, without a ſound and thorough renovation ? + 

Her W Dire. If. Labour to get 2 thoroueh fight, and lively” 
and Wenſe and feeling of thy fins. Till men are weary and 
her {heavy laden, and pricked at the heart, and fark 


& of fin, they will not come to Chrift, in his 
ay, for caſe and cure; nor to purpoſe enquire, 
bat ſhall we do > Matth. 11. 28: ACt. 2. 37. Maith, 
0. 12. They muft ſer' themfelves down for dead 
men before they will come unto Chrift, that they 


mM, Wmay have life, Foh. 5. 40. Labour therefore to let 
ow Wall thy fins in order before thee ; never be afra!d to 
as! Mock upon them, bur let thy ſpirit make diligent 
ut Wſearch, Pſal. 77. 6. Enquire into thine heart, and 1n- 


tothy life ; enter into a thorow examination of thy 
| ſelf, and of all thy ways, P/al. 119. 59. that thou 
on Wmayet make a full diſcovery ; and call in the help 
ue Mot God's Spirit, in the ſenſe of thine own inability 
ld Whereunto, for it is his proper work to convince of 
ft WM fin, Fob. 16. 8. Spread ail before the face of thy 
is WW conſcience, till thine heart and eves be ſet abroach. 
) WE lcave not ftlriving with God, and thine own foul, 
u IF till it cry out under the ſenſe of thy firs, as the en- 
F, lightned Jaylor, What muſt I do to be ſaved? At. 16. 
ll 30. To this purpoſe, 
, Meditate of the :tmerouſneſs of thy fins David's heart 
* WF failed when he thought of this, and conſidered that 
- WI he had more fins than hairs Pſal. 4e. 12. Thismade 
tum to ery out upon the multitudes of God's tender 
. mercies, Pſal. 51. 1. The loathſome carcaſe doth not 
| more hatefully ſwarm with crawling worms,thanan 
unſanRified foul with filthy lufts ; tl:ey fill the head, 
the heart; the eves and mouth of him. Look back- 
ward : Where wasever the place, what was ever the 
time, in which thou didſt not fin> Look inward : 
Whar part or power canſt thou find in ſoul or body, 
but it 1s poiſoned with fin > What duty doft thou 
ever perform; into which poiſon is not thed ? Ro. 
w 
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how great is the ſumm of thy debts, who haſt been 
all thy life long running upon the books, and never 
didſt, nor can't pay off one penny > Look over the 
fin of thy nature. and all its curſed brood, the fins 
of thy life: Call to mind thy omiſſions, commil. 
fions, the fins of thy thoughts, of thy words, of 
thine ations, the ſins of thy youth, the fins of thy 
years, &c. Benot like a delperate Bankrupt, that 
1S afraid to look over his books. Read the records 
of conſcience carefully. Theſe books muſt be. 0 
pened ſooner, or later, Rev. 20. 12, 

Meditate upen the a7zgravations cf thy fins, as they are 
the grand enemies againſt the God of thy lifz, againit the 
lfe of thy ſoul ; In a word, they are the publick enemies of 

mankind. How do David, Exra, Daniel, and the 
good Levites aggravate their fins, from the confide- 
ration of their 1uriouſnels ro God,tneir oppoſition 
to his good & righteous laws, the mercies, the warns 
ings that they were commutted again(t, Neh.g. Dan.g, 
Exra 9..O the work that fin hath made in the world, 
This 1s the enemy that hath brought in death, that 
hath robbed and enſlavei man, that hath blacked 
the Devil, that hath digeed hell, Kom: 5. 12. 2 Pet, 
2 4. Foh.$. 34 This 13 the enemy that hath turn- 
el the creation up ſide down, and ſown difleation 
berween man and the creatures, berweea man and 
man,.yea be:ween man and himſelf, ſetting the ſen- 
fittve part againſt the rational, the will azainft the 
judgment, luſt againft conſcience ; yea, worſt of all, 
between God and man, making the lapſed finner 
both hateful to God, and a hater of him, Zech. 11.8. 
Oman! How canſt thou make fo light of ſfin> This 
15 the traytor that ſucke4 the blood of the-Son of 
God, that fold him, that mocked him, that ſcoure- 
ed him, that ſpit in his face; that dizged hits hands, 
. that pierced - ide, that preſſed tis foul, that 
mangled his body, that never lefr, till it had _ 
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kim, condemned him, nailed him, crucified him, 


and put him to open ſhame, Tſe. 53.4, 5,5. This ts 
that deadly poiſon, ſo powerful of operation, as 
that one drop of 1t hed upon the root of mankind, 
hath corrupted, ſpoiled. and poiſoned and undone 
his whole race at once, Rom. 5. 18, 19, This is the 
common butcher,the bloody executioner, that hath 
killed the Prophets,burnt the Martyrs, murdered a!l 
the Apoſtles, all the Patriarchs, all the Kings and 
Potentates, that hath deſtroyed Cities, ſwallowed 
Empires, butchered and devoured whole Nations. 
Whatever was the weapon that 'twas done by, fin 
was it that did execution, Rom. 6. 23. Doft thou 
yet think it but a ſmall thing? If Adam and all his 
children could be digged ont of their graves, and 
their bodies piled up to heayen, and an inqueſt were 
made, what matchleſs murderer were guilty of all 
this blood ; it would be Ml! found m the skirts of 
fin. Study the nature of fin, till thy heart be brought 
to fear and loath it. And meditate onthe aggrava- 
tions of thy particular'fins, how thou- haſt;finned 
againſt all God's warnings, againſt thine own: pray- 
ers, againſt mercies, azaifrſt- corteRions, agair.ſt 
cleareſt hght, againſt freeſt love, againſt tizine own 
reſolutions, againſt promiſes, vows, covenants'of 
better obedience, &c. Charge thy heart home with 
theſe things, till it bluſh for ſhame, arid be brought 
out of all gobd opinion of 1t ſelf, Exre 9g. 6.7 - 7 
Meditate upon the deſert of fin:- 1t cryeth upto 
heaven: Itcalls for vengeance, Gen.18. 21. Its due 
wages is death, and damnation : It pulls the curſe 
of God upon the ſoul and body, Gl. 3. 10. Deus. 28. 
The leaſt finful word' or thought lays thee under 
the infinite wrath: of God Almighty, Ron. 2. 8, 9. 
Natth, 12. 36. Oh, what a load of wrath, what a 
ght of curſes, what treaſure of vengeance have - 


W 
all the millions of thy fins then deſeryed 2 Rom. : F 
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Fob. 3.36. Oh, judge thy ſelf, that the Lord m 
not:judge thee, 2 Con. 11. 34%, - , 
Meditate upon the deformio and defilement of þ 
'Tis as black as hell, the very 1mage and likene! 
of the Devil drawn upon the ſoul, 1 Fob. 3. 8,1 
It would more aftright thee to ſee thy ſelf in the 
hateful deformity of thy nature, than to ſee 
Devil. . There is no mire {o unclean, no vomit { 
loathſome, no carcaſe- or carrion ſo offenfive, ng 
plague. or leprofic {o not{gme as fin, 1n which tha 
art all inrolkkd, and-covered with its odious filth, 
whereby thou,art rendred; more diſpleaſing to th 
pure and holy nature of the glorious God, thanthe 
.moſt filthy object, compoled-of whatever 1s hate 
ful to all. thy ſenſes, can be to thee, Fob rx. 15, 16. 
Couldft thou take up a, Toad into thy boſom! 
Couldft thou, cheriſh it ,,,and rake delight in it: 
Why, thou art as contrary to the pure and perfet 
.holineſs of the divine nature, and as loathſome a 
that is to thee, Matth.-3.'33: till thou art purthel 
by the blood of Jeſus, and the power of renewing 


grace. | 
- » Above all other fins, fix the eye of confederation on the(t 
20. 1.. The ſan of thy nature; 'Tis to little 


tolop.the branches, whil the root of priginal COr- 


ruption remains untouched. In vain do-men fave 
out the Rreams, when the fountain is running, that 
fills up all again. Let the axe of thy repentance 
Lo David's) goto the root of fin, P/al,.51. 5. 
dy how deep,- how cloſe, how permanent 1s 
thy. natural pollugon, how univerſal it is, till. thou 
doſt cry ut, with, Paul's feeling, upon thy body of 
death, Rom. 7. 2. Lookinto all thy parts and powers, 
and ſee what unclean veſlels,, what ftyes, what dung 
hills, what finks they. are become. , Heu miſer, quid 
. ſum? vas ſterquilinii,, concha purredinis ;, plenum f#c0: 
C& borrore, Auguſt; Sohl. C.2. The heart - nope 
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ſoundly broken, till throughly conyinced of tit 
heinouſneſs of original fin. Here fix thy thoughts ; 
this is that, that makes thee backward to all good, 
prone to all eyil, Rom. 7. 15. that ſheds blindneſs, 
pride, prejudice, unbelef, into thy mind ; enmity, 
unconſtancy, obſtinacy, into thy will ; inordinate 
K heats and colds into thy affeftions ; inſenfibleneſs, 
Y benummedneſs, unfaithfulneſs, into thy conſcience ; 
{lipperineſ(s into thy memory ; and, in aword, hath 
put every wheel of thy ſoul out of order, and mage 
it, of an habitation of. holineſs, to become. a ver 

hell of, iniquity, Fam. 3. 6. This 1s that that hach 
defiled, corrupted, peryerted all. thy members, and 
turned them into weapons of unrighteouſnels, and 
ſervants of fin, Rom. 6. 19. that hath filled the head 
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with carnal and corrupt deſigns, Mic. 2.1. the hand 


with finful practices, T/a. r. 15. the eyes with wan- 
dring and wantonnels, 2 Pet. 2. 14. the tongue with 


d&adly poiſon, Fam. 3.8. that hath opened tke ears 
totales,flattery,and filthy communication,and ſhut 
them againft the inſtruction of life, Zeob. 7. 11, 12. 
and hath rendred thy heart a very mint and forge 
for fin, and the curſed womb of all deadly conce- 
ptions, 'Ma'tb. 15. 16. ſo that it powreth torth, its 
wickedne(s without ceafing, 2 Pet..2. 14. even-as 
naturally, freely, and unweariedly, as a fountam 
doth pour forth its waters, Fer. 6. 7. or the raging 
ſea d:+th caſt forth mire and dirt, Ta, 57- 20. 
wi:t thou yet be in love with thy ſelf, and tell us a- 
ny longer.of thy good heart,? Oh, never leave me- 
ditating on this deſperate contagion of origipal cor- 
ruption, till, with Ephraim, thou bemoag thy ſelf, 
er. 31,18, and with deepeſt ſhame and ſorrow, 
mi:e.on thy breaſt, asthe Publican, Luk,18. 13. ,and 
with Feb, abhor thy, ſelf, and repent in duſt and aſhes, 
Fob 42.6, 22, The particular evi] that thou art moſt . 
addicted ro, find out all its aggraVanons, 4" 
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home upon thy heart all God's threatnings againſ | 
x: Repentance drives before it the'whole 

but eſpecially ſticks the arrow in the beloved fin, 
and fingles this out, aboye the reft, torun it down, 
Pſal. 18. 23. Oh, labour to make this fin odious tg 
thy ſoul, and double thy guards, and thy reſolutions 


againſt it, becauſe this hath, and doth moſt diſho. WT | 


nour God, and endanger thee. 

Direct. III. Strive 0 affett thy heart with a deep (enſ 
of thy preſent miſery. Read over the foregoing chap. 
ter agatn, and again, and get it out of the book, into 


thine heart. . Remember when thou lieft down, 


that for ought thou knoweſt, thou mayeſt awakein 
flames ; and when thou riſe up, that by the next 
night thou mayeſt make thy bed in hell. Is it a juf 
matter to live in ſuch a fearful caſe ? To ſtand tot-if 
tering upon the brink of the bottomleſs pit, and to 


"live at the merey of every diſcaſe, that if it will bit i 1 


fall upon' thee, wil! ſend thee forthwith into'the 
burnings? Sappoſethou ſaweft a condemned wretch 
hanging over Nebuch4dne3qar's burning fiery fur- 
'nace,by nothin but a twine thread, which were rea 


dy'to break every moment, would not thine heart 5 P09! 


tremvle for fuch an one? Why, thou arr the man : 
This is thy vety caſe;,Oman,woman,thatreadetrith, 


if thou be yer unconvyerted. Whar if the threadof M 


, thy life ſhould break? (Why, thon knowef not 
but it may be the next night, yea the next moment) 
Where wouldft thou be then > Whither wouldl 
_thoudrop> Verily,uponthecrack but of this thread, 
thou falle*? into the lake that burneth with fire 

* and brimſtone ;' where thou muſt lie (calding and 
 {weltering'in a fiery,o:ean, while God hath a being, 
if thou die in thy preſent ca®. And dath not thy 
ſoul tremble as thou readeſt ? Do not thy tears be- 
dew the paper, and thy heart throb in thy boſom? 


Doft thou nor yet begin to {mite on thy breaft, and 
| bethink 


1 Mould ff ey ich eek 


. EFT/ £ 41) 43. 401 T1174: 


think thy { ſelf whar need thou haft of Piney ; 
bh, "what 1s thy heart made of > Haſt theu'nor on-. 
y loſt all repare! tw God, but art without any love 
og Ac y ſelf > 

O y thy muſery;.till thy keattds Ea out for 
brif, "as eatneftly, as fret z drowning man did: 
or 2bot, or the wannd ITS Chirurgeon.” "Men 
uſt come to ſee the danger, and feel the ſmart of 
*d#44y ſorts and'fi ue” or UE Chriſt will 
torken 1 Phyfician of-no value "Mztth.-g."11, 
Chet the man- ſlayer haſteng to' the ity ' of refuge, 
when purfuedby the ayeriger of Do Meri muſt 
ps everi forced and fired our of theinfelves, or'elſe 
ey will not tome to IOIEOE "Twas diffreſs and 
xtremity my 7 ag the pralliga) thijh% of return- 
fie, Lak. T5 Eraodictit os her (elf 


- orb: fe ih; ts FEE off Regt? 
itt | ' iis 

CAL Vp dnetsi' we mice 0 els, 
&fore ſhe wil? come rol Wl or Mil 'fa4:ment, 


jefalve, Rev. 3. 17, 18 SEN ls rhe eyes 
f Ce, AgN oþ2n, Var ke: oy he I% A 
e; dg not fipt t; for fear 1t 
$7 Fete oF thy mi- 
is bits tt were thi! oppetari$s' 6f the wound, 
vic) is neceſſary, th; CIR. Better "fear the 
dmients fit abide &; ; of4R'feel them 
ereatrer: * 
Dire, iy. Ser{2 it p91 ry Bart, r6Ht thou art 
er an 'Cogr[s Rog ea eve? to echo thy ſelf. 
ever think rhy praying, re:ding, neat, confeſ- 
Ing, irifending, + wal da the ctite: Theſe muſt be 
tended, bnt-thour zrt undone 'if thon reſet in 
em, Rom. 10. 31 " Thou arc 2 oft 1, uf 0m 
peſt to eſcape | 
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wa life by Chriſt, except. thou depart from iniquity» 
card 2 Tim: 2. 19. Forſake thy fins, or elſe thou cantr not 
iff find mercy, Prov. 28. 13.* Thou canſtnor be mirs 
i ried to Chriſt, except divorced from fir. ' Give up 
rol] the traitor, or you can have no peace with heavers. 


wlll Cafr the head of Shebe over the wall : Keep not Da- 
; | lilah in thy lap. Thou muſt part with thy firis, oe 


bel with thy ſoul! : Spare but orie fin, and iGed' wilt not 
rity ſpare rhee. Never make excuſes, thy fins muſtdis, 
of or thou' muſt die for them; Pſal: 88. 2 1.-+ If thou 
dll allow of one fin, though buta little, 'a ſecret :one; 
of though thou mayeſt plead neceſſity, and havea hutt- 
- arg red ſhifts and _excufes for it,” the life of- thy foul 
muſt go for the life of rhat fin; Exek: 18. 21: ' And 

will it not be dearly bought ? | NO. 7 
'O firmer, heat and conſider.” If thou-wilt part 
ol with thy fins,” God will give thee his? Chriſt. Is 
not this a fair exchange ?  I[teſtifie unto thee'this 
day, that if thou perifh, it'is ndr becauiſ&rhigre was 
never'a Sayigur provided, -nor hte rendred, but 
becauſe thou ' preferred(t -( with the Jews)” the 
A murderer hefore thy Saviour, fin before Chriſt, 
Nſadl and lovedſt darkneſs rather than light, F6þ."3. 19, 
- and Search. thy heart therefore with Oey Wt 
Jews did their houſes for leaven, before the*Paſ 
wall over : Labour to find'out thy fins, ente# info thy 
ol Cloſet, and  confider, What-evil 'have 1"live8"'im?> 
What duty have I 'neglected rowards God > Whar 
lf fin have I lived in againſt my brother *: And now 
A ſtrike 'the darts through the heart of thy" fin, as 
Fozh Gid through Abſalom's, 2 '$1m;18. t#. Never 
A rand looking upon thy fin, nor rolling the-morſel 
--- } under thy tongue, Fob 20. 11. but ſpit 1t out as poy- 
thoull ſon, with fear and deteſtation.' Alas ) Whatt will 
houll thy Tins do” for thee, that/ thou ſhouſdfr ſrick ar 
e foo parting with them > They will flatter” thee; bir 
tell they will uttdo thee, and on thy throat; while they 
2 {mile 


% 
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_ imyle upot- thee, and  poylon- thee while 
pleate thee; and armxhe juſtice and wrath of the in- 
tinite God: againſt thee. They will open hell for 
thee, and piie up fuel to burn thee. Behold the 
gibbet that they have prepared for thee. Oh, ſerve 
thern-like Ham n, and Co upon them the execution 
they-woull e'fſe have done upon thzz. Away with 
them; crucihe them, and let Chriſt only be Lord 
over-thee.- | | 
«Dibett. VI. Make 4 folemn choice of God for thy pur. 
tioz and-bleſſednefs, Deut.i26. With all poſſible de- 
voton and yeneration avouch the Lord for thy 
God. Settheworld, with all its g'ory, ard paint, 
and gallantry, with, all -its pleatures. and proms- 
tions, on the one hand ; and ſet God, with all his 
inficce excellencies and perfeCtions, on the ather; 
and fee that thoudo deliberately make thy, choice, 
Foſboar q: I'9« Take- up thy reſt un God, Foh.6..68, 
Set, tee; Own under his ſhadow, Cant. 2. 3. It 
his' promiſes; and perfections turn the ſcale. againft 
all the world. - Settle it upon. thy heart that the 
Lord 1s-an-all-ſufficient porticn, that thou cank 
net he miferable while chou haſt a God to live upon; 
Takehim- for thy (ſhield, and exceeding Fg re 
ward. God alone is more than all the world, .con- 
Sentthy {elf with him: Let others carry the prefer 
raentg aftd glory of: the world, place thou.thy hap 
pinels-12..his favours; and the light of his counte- 
Dance, Plat. 4+ 64 7. | | al 
-- Poor finner, thou art fallen off from God, ad 
haſt;engaged his power and wrath again# thee: 
Yet know, that of his abundant grace, he doth of- 
fer tobe thy God again in. Chriſt, 2 Cor. 6. 17, 18. 
'What ſayeſt thou. man > Wilt thou have the Lord 


for thy God? Why, take rhis counſel, and thou þ mu 
:halt-have him. Gome to him by his Chriſt, Fe}, 


14+ 6. Renounce the idols of thine own pleaſurs I 
| [*. * gh 


Dire&ions for Converſion. 5. 
mn, reputation; © 1. Thef ' 1- 9-11Lot theſebe pulled 
Prof the throne; and tet God's mrereſt uppermoſt 
the {if thine kearr: (Take him as'God,- to.be. Ghief 4n 
thine affeftions; ' efimations, intentions ; . far he 
tion will not endure to have any {et abave him, Rom. 1. 
with i 24 Pſal-73-25- Ina word, Thou mu take him 
in all his perſon4l Relations, and un all + His xſſential 
PerfeFions. * ©) | 2 at hi 
lM Firſt, In all bis pcrſanul Relations: - God:theFather 
Lk {muſt be taken'for ithy Farher, Fet.3. 4,.19,22.,Qh, 
"i cone to him with the Prodigal, : Father, 144 vp finged 
aine ff 4227ft Deauen;cand-in thy fight,,and am $6: wears i6be 
"i called thy Jon ; bulfance of thy word rful mexcy. thou-gre 
| his M 2/e2ſed ro take me, that am of my (etf 4 dog, 1a: ſwine, a 
devil, to be thy chil1, I ſolemnly 2ake thee $ot.ouy Father, 
Vice i mend my ſelf to thy care, ant truſt to thy providence, 
> W nd caft my burden'on thy ſhoulders... I 4:pend 01 thy pro- 
74 viſion, end ſubmit to thy corrediones,, and traft unter the 
ink 'fhidow7of rby wings, end bile in thy coambersy, and flyzs 
Yy mime! T renounce all-confidence in my ſelf, Þ r- fe mm: 


Y confidence in t hee,” I depoſe mycopeernments with thee..c I 
| will be for they; and for no other. Again, God the Son 
muſt be-raken for thy. Saviour, for thy Redeemey 


MY *nd Righteouſneſs Fob. 1. 2. He muſt be accey- 
fr. Wl fd 2s the only way to the Father, and the only. - 


jap means of life, Heb. 7. 23-* Oh then put off. -zhe 
> M-rayment of thy captwity, on. with the wedd 
garment; and go and marry thy ſe:f to Jeſus Cheid. 
Rs Lird, Tam thine, and alirthas T have ; my body my (0uf;my 
time, my eftate. I ſend a bill of divorce ro my other I6= 
vtrs : I give ng beart to thee, will be thine iividedly, 
Pize evertaſt ingly. I will ſet 15y nams 01 all L pave, and 
ſt it cnly as thy go94s, as thy loan during thy lexue, re- 
faning all to thee, I will bave no King but thee; Reign 
*thou gver me, Otber Lords have bad dominion over me ; 
'but row't will make mention of thy name only, and do 
'bere take” an vach of Fratny 40; Ir promiſing. an duowing 
3 20 
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10 ſerve, end love, and fear thee," ahove 4llcompetitor:, jMi-; - 


diſquvow mine own righteouſneſs, and deſpary of ever | 

ing pardoned and [aved ofS mine own duttes, or gra; 
and lean only on thine all-ſufficient ſacrifice atid-inteded. 
ſoon, for pardon,'and life, and acceptance before God, .| 
z4ke vhee for mine only guide and infirufier, reſolving i 
be-ted and direbled by thee, and to wait for by counſs 
and that thine foal be the cafting- voice with me, © Laſt 
ty,- God the Spirreemuſt be taken for thy Sandifer 
Rom. 8: 5, 14. Gat. 5; 16, 18; fer thine Advocate, t 

Countello?, thy Comforter, the Teacher of thing 


ignorance, the Pledge and Earneft of thine inhey i" * 


tance,” Kom. $8. 25; Pſal. 73. 24. Fob. 1 4.16. Ephrf.; 
14. Fob-1 4: 26. Ephef. 4-30. Awake'thou North wit 
and come thou South -and blow up n my garden, Cant. 
16. Come thou Spirityf the Moft High ; bere i. 4 bouk 
for: rhee, here ie-a tereple for thee : Here do thou reſt fy 
ver; dwell here, andre bere': Lo, I give up thi 
Sefſicy bo thee, full peſos: T fend #hee- tbe heys of © 
\brart} thas all may be for thy uſe, that thou mayeſt puti) 
e004, rhy\gruce mu every room. -» I give up theuſeaf Al 
'>9 #hve} that every faculty, and every member may be thi 
inſtrument, to work righteouſneſs, ard dovhe-will of w 
"Father which & in heaven. | FE 
* :1Getonhdly, It all bk effentiel PerfeFjons, Confide 
Sw the Lbrd hath revealed himſelf to you in bs 
ord: 'Willyou take him as ſuch aGod >, O-finner, 
-Heye's the hlefſedeſtrnews that ever came to the ſors 
of eneri: The Lord will bethy God, Gen- 17+7.:Rev. 
"21, 3- if than wilt bur cloſe with him in his excel-M 3): 
lencies. | Wilt thou have the merciful, The graciols ts 
the fir-pardoning God to be thy God > On;yes(fath 
rhe finner) I am undone elſe. Burt he farther tell 
thee, Tam the holy and fin-hating God * : If the 
wlt be &wned as one of my people, thou: mullt be 
holy; x Per. 7:16. holy in heart, holy in life. Thau 
muſt putaway all thine iniquities, be they. never {0 
| neat 


 Ditetiah; Dos Coles * 17 


hear, br wy Ky beth never fo necefary t6< the / 
mal & TH Incereft. © n nlefs thou wi 

de at 043 with fla Yrs be thy God. Ca 

ut the leaven, put 8:4 che evil of thy doings, cealg 


"Wo.do evil, learn to do well, or elſe I. can have no- 


htng to do with thee, Iſa. I: 16,17, is, being forch 
ne enemies, or there is no peace to be had with 
12. What doth thine. heart anſwer. ?. Lord, T.de- 


. bore to have thee as (uch a God: I deſire 1 be boly, as rboy 


> | 
F* *S 
= 
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tboly, t6 be made rtake? of thy beline(8. _ Flove thee; 
mot only for thy loef; anj mercy, but for thy boline| 
purity. [tqke thy 4oag's for my / happineſs : Ob, be 
yo me 4 fountain 0 holineſs, (+ et 0n me the ſtamp and im- 
preſs of thy balina, - I will Pry its { part with all my 
ns 48 thy comm. nd: My wilful fons L 0 forthwith for- 
the ; and for my infir nities that T 547 of, tho" 
Iwould, 1 will rive againſt the wp he means, 
Tae them, and will prgy axil wat againſt them, and 
ever Let them have party in my (au be tt us 
oeyer of you thus acce £ rd I0r 
God, he ſhall:have him. ah . 


. Again, He tells you, 1am the All-ſufficient God, 


Gen, 17.1. Will youay all at my feet, and give ir 
up to my. diſpoſe, and take me for your only por- 
ton? Will you own and hohour mine AIE fuficien- 
4 Will For ou take me as your happinels and trea- 
ſure, your hope and bliſs? I am a Sun and a Shyeld, 
all inone: Will you have me for your All? Geg. 
15. 1+. Þ{al84- 11- . Now, What doft thou fay t K' 


this ; Doth thy mouth water after che onions: a 


fleſh-pors of Egypt? Art thou loth to ex 
earthly arthly harp. for a part in God; ; Ws 
thou wouldf be glad to have G 

too, yet canſt thou not_ think of having Fey and 
nothing bur him, but had rather rake up_ with the 
earth a if Gad would but let thee EEP.l 
as long as thou wouleſt > This. a fearful fign. 


G.4. But 
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But now, if thou art willins to (ell all for the pea 


of great price, Matth. 13. 46+.4 Vf thme heart 101 wer Ba 1 


Lerd, Tdefire no ather portion Viet thee. Take 1h tm 
and the rvine, and the oil whoſo will, ſo T may have 
light of thy conntenence. I pitch upon thee for my hui 
pineſs, I gladhy-vinture my ſelf-on thee, and truft ny (4 
with thee. I [et my botss in'thee, Itake up my wy wit 
zbee.: Let ne bear th? ſay, 1 am thy Ged, thy Satuai 
and 1 have enough, 4ll I wiſh for. I'will make no termi 
with thee, bus for thy ſelf : Let the but have thee ſure, | 
me be able to make my cl1im, and ſee my title to thy ſell 
and for other things, T leave then 20 thee ;, give me mit 
or leſs, ny thing or nothing, I will be ſatisfied in my G 
Take kim thus, and he is thine own. _ 

Again, He cells you'; I am the Soveraign' Lord 
If yon will have me for your God, you muſt gin 
me the { » Marth. 6. 24. I. will not bea 
underlirig: You muſt not make me *a ſecond to fir 
or any worldly intereſt. If you will be my peop! 
I muſt have the rule gyer yQu z, you rauit nor live 
your own” liſt Will you come under 9 F08 
Will you bow to my governtment? Will you 1ubr 
to my diſcipline, to my word, 'te my rod >" Sinner 
What ſayeſt thou ro this >. Lord, Thad rather bt ail 
command, than live at mine own lift : T haJ'rather his 
ty will to be 4@n:, than mine : I approve of, and conſe 
20 thy laws, and account it my privilzge to lie unler then. 
And though the 2eſh rebel, antoften breth over bound; 
T am reſolved ts $4he no ether Lord bu thee. _ I willing) 
$2ke the vath of thy ſupremicy, end achnowledge 3*2efn 
my lzege Soveraign, aud refolye a. my 4445-20 pay the m: 
bute of worſhip, obedience, ant tove, and {*rvice t9 ther, 
and to live to thee, as the 2nd of my life. This is a right 
gcceptirg'of God. | > 

To be ſhort, He tells you'; Fam the' true-and 
faithful God : 'If you will” have me for your God, 
you muft be content to truſt me, 2 Tim: 1. 12. TH. 


% 
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3 54z; Wall you veazure your {elves upan my.word, 
and depgod 01 my faithfulneſs, and rake my bond 
ar y aricy > Will you be cont2nt to follow 
n2, in pIverty, anJ1reproach,- and affliction here 
and ro {22 much go.ng our, and little coming in, and 
to tarcy if che next world for your preferment? 

#t5. 9-21. - Ideal mach upon trat: Will you be 

pnten: to liyour, ant ſufzr; and to tarry. for your 
retura3 till che raſurr2tion of the juſt ?, Luk. 14+ 14. 
ne wam? of my promiſe will not preſently bring 
orta: Will you have th? priien:e to wait? Heb. ro, 
36. \ Now. bzloyed ; Waart (2y you ro this > Wil 
x01 have this G54 for your GoJ> Will you bs con- 
tn: to live by faith. anJ truſt him for at unſeen 
hapoin2ls, an unſez2 heavea, a1unkeanglory? Do 
zour h2arts anſwer, Lord, we will venture 04 ſelves 
won thee, w2,c01111:t 017 (ely?s to ryze, wirnl un thee, 
mkhma woon w2 Hive ruſted, we 4:2 willing t9 the 
th ward; we will prefer thy promiſes b:fwe our ow poſ- 
ſ: ons, 414 the baps of beaven before all the enjoyments 
of. the earth ; w2 will wii: t5y leiſure : Wout thou wilt 
bere, ſo :24t we my hive but thy faithſul promiſe for h24- 
wn heaftw? If you canintruth, and upon delt- 
bera:10n, thus ,acc22:. of -Gol,. he will bs yours. 
Taus there maſt b2, in a right coaverſionctg God, a 
eclo't13 with him ſuitable to his excellence Bur 
waen m2n clole: with his mzrcy, but Is fn, 
hazing holiazſs anJ-purity ; or will rake him. foc 
tzzir Bzaefaftor, bur nat far their SIveraign ;.07 
far their Patron, - but nat for thvir Portio2 ;. this 18 
n0o-thoraw, and na found converagi- 

Diret VII. Accept-of che Lord Feſus inall bY offices, 
with 41! his inconuzatences, 45 69182, 41202-tazle; terms 
Cirit may b2 had-,.. Sinner, Thoa ha/t.undoae thy 
RIF, and arc pluagedaato the:duck-of mat deplo- 
mls miſery. outof which thow art £2ver able ro 
Wnb up : Bar Jeſus Carift is aole'aad ready t@ hely 

G x | thee, 


Þ God and thy foul here. 
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chee, and he freely renders hirnſelf to thee,” Heb;y 
25; NEE 36. | Be thy ſins never {b "rea 


grear, of never ſo long continuance, y ſhak ſetve 
be moſt certainly pardoned and ſaved, if thou dot”... 
not wretchedly neglett rhe offer that in the name of 
God is here made unto thee. The Lord Jefiis cal 
leth unto thee, to look unro him and be laved,' 7x, 
45+ 22, to come untohum,and he will m no wiſe aft 
thee Out, Fob. 6.37. Yea; he is a fuirof to thee, and 
beisecheth thee to be reconciled, 2 Cor: 5: 20, Ne 
cryeth in the ſtreets, he knocketh ar thy door, he 
wooeth thee to accept of him, and live wth-him; finde 
Prov. 1. 20. Rev. 2.30. If thou dieft, 'tis becauſe 
thou would not come to him for life, Foh. 5. 40. 
Now accept of an offered Chriſt, and thou art made 
for ever : Now five upthy conſent'to him, and the 
match is made, all the world canyot hinder it. Do 
not ftand off becauſe of thine unworthineſs. Man, 
I ec11 thee, nothing in all the world can undo thee, 
but thine unwillingneſs. Speak, man: Art thou wil- 
ling of the match 2 Wilt thou have Chriſt in all hs 
relations to be thine; thy King, thy Prieft, thy Pro- 
pher ; Wilt thou have him with all tis incbnvenien= 
ces? Take not Chriſt hand over head, 'but firdown 
firſt, and'count the coſt. Wilt thou lay all at his 
feer? Wilt thou be content torun all hazards with 
him 5 Wilt thou take thy lot with him, fall where 
«will 2 Wilt thou deny thy ſelf, take up thy croſs, 
and follow him ? oor ue wm nd under- 
Randingly, freely, y, derermined to cleaye to 
him..in all times, and condirons > If ſo, my ſoul 
tor thine, thou ſhalt never periſh, Fob. 3. 16. but 
art palled from death to hfe. Here lies the main 
point of thy ſalvation, that thou ' be found in thy 
. ebvenant-dlofure with Jeſus Chriſt ; and therefors, 
if thou love thy ſelf, tee that thou be faithful to 
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- Direftions for Converſion; I7T 
DireA:VIIT. Refign up all thy powers and facutzres, 
and thy whole intereſt, to be bs. They gave their own 
fetves unto the Lord, 2 Cor. 8. 5." Preſent your bodies as 
4 living ſacrifice, Rom. 12. 11 The Lord ſeeks not 
yours, but you: Refign therefore: thy-body, with 
all its members, to him ; and thy ſoul, with all its 
powers; that he may be glorified 1n thy body, and 
m thy ſpirit, which are his, 1 Cor. 6.20. In a right 
cloſure wath Chriſt, all the faculries give up to him. 
The judgment fubſcribes, Lord, 'thow art worthy of alt 
aceptation, chief of ten thouſand + Happy % the than that 
findeth thee. All the things that ave to be deſired, are 
not to be compared with thee, Prov. 3.13, 14,15. The 
underftanding' lays afide its corrupt reaſonings and . 
cayils, and its prejudices againſt Chrift and his ways. 
Itis now paſt queſtioning and diſputing, and cafts it 
for Chrift, againſt all the world. It concludes, ris 
00d to be. here; and ſees ſuch a treaſure in this 
held, Tuck valne in this pearl, as is worth all, Matth, 
13-44 Ob, here the richeſt bargain vhat ever I made,. 
bere 4s the richeſt prize that ever man was offered, here 
k the ſavereigneftremedy that ever mercy prepared ; he is 
worthy of my efteem, worthy of my choice, worthy of my - 
love, worthy to be embraced, adored, admired for ever=.. 
more, Rev, 5-12. T approve 8 bis articles, " erm -. 
tre 1:ghteoiug and reaſonable, full of equity and merey« 
Aguin, The will refigns : Tt Ree wave 
, nor' wiſhing and wonlding, but 1s perempteri- 
ly determined : Lord, thy love hath overcome me ;- 2how 
baft won me, and thou ſhalt bave me : Come #n, Lord ; to 
thee T fyeelyopen, T conſent ro be ſaved in thine own way, 
thou ſbals have any thing, thou ſhalt have all, let me have: 
but thee, *mory gives upto Chriſt : Lord, here > * 
# 4 Rlore-bouſe for thee : Out with this trafh,- lay in-thy .. | 


| iſes, thy, providextces. The conſcience comes + 
n: Lord, I willever fide'wth thee, I will bethy yt 
% : | Z 


- 


Waeſtere': 'Ler me be a granary, 4 repoſitory of thy truth s,« + * 
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ful. Regiſter, I will. warn.mben the fonner, is tempt Ml ry 
«nd ſmite m—_—_ thou art offended, I #ill witneſs the Tt: 
end judge for thee, and guide into thy ways, and will vn. be 
wer let fin have quiet in t5# ſoul. The affeRtions albMl Th 


come m.to Chriſt : 05, faith loye, I am fick of the, WM en 
OF; faith defirxe, now I have my longing : Here i the m: 
* faticfaffion I ſoughs for ; here is the defere of nation: MW eaf 
here is bread for me, and balm for me, all that I wan MW arc 
Fear bows the knee. with awe and. veneration : Fill ter 
come, Lord; tofbee. will I pay my bomage, 1:y word ani fin 
thy r04 ſhall command my motions, thee will reverence of 
and adore, before thee. will 1 fall own and, mworſby,.W ma 
Grief likewiſe puts in: Lord, thy diſpleaſure, ani thy Pla 
diſhonour, thy peoples calamities, and min: own iniqui- c 
ties, ſhak be that that ſhall [et me abroach : I will mourn MY (hit 
when thou art offended, I wil weep when thy cauſe ii MW wil 
wonnded; Anger likewiſe. comes in for Chriſt : Lord, WM the 
nothing. ſo enrages me, 4s my fally againſt thee; that Il bur 
ſhould be ſo befaoled, and bewitched, as to bearken tothe MM 16 | 
flatteries.of fun, and temptations of Satan, againſt ther. MW ftin 
Hatred too will fide with Chriſt : I proteft mortal en- Ml 11: 
mity with thin? en:mies, that L will never be friends MI fiat 
with. thy foes; I vow an immyortal quarrel rs;th every Ml bea 
fon, I will giv2 no quarter, 1-wHl make no pexce, Thus Ml obe 
' , ketall thy powers give up to Jelus Chyift. . = FF 
Again,. Thou, muſt give up thy whole intereſt to I Ly 
him :..If there be any thing that. thou keepeſt back Il 'tis 
from Chciit, 1t'will be thing undoing,” Luk, 14. 33-Y to 
Ualef$ chou wilt forſake all (in preparation and re- 
folution of | y heart). thou cank not be his diſciple. W +; 
Thou muſt hate father and mother, yea, and thine Wl wit! 
on life alſo in compariſon of him, and as far-as it IU ne: 
» ſtanJs 1n.competition with him, | Mgtth. to. 37. Lit. Wl ber 
14:26, 27, &',, Ina word, Thou mult give him thy WW tho 
- - felt, andallrhyt thou hat, without reſeryation 3,07 I you 


el{-rh2u can have no part in hin. 


DiceR. IX, Mke chyice of the laws of Chrift,, @ the 
- x&} 


- *”- 
- 


DireBtions for Convex{ion. 'E | wy 
rule of thy words, thoughts and aftions, Plal, 1.9.39. * 
This 1s the true convert's choice. But here remem- 


ber theſe three rules. . 1. Tow, muſt chuſe. them all. 


There is n9 coming to heaven 'by a partial obedi- 
ence; Read Pſal.t19-6,128, 160. Extk. 18.21. None - 

may think-1t*enough to take up with the cheap and - 
calie part of Religion, and.Jet alone: the duties that 
are coſtly, and ſelt-denying, and grate upon the in- 


tereſt of the fleſh : You muſt take all, 'or none... A 


ſincere convert, though he makes moſt. conſcience 
of the greateſt, fins, and,weightieſt, duties ; yer he 
makes true conſcience of lirtle fins, and-of all duties, 
Pſal. 119. 6,113: Math. 23.23. 2, For 4 times : For 
olperity, __ for adverſity; whether it rain. or 
hine. A. true convert 1s reſolyed..yn his way, he 
will ſtand to his choice, and will not ſet his back to 
the wind, and be of the religion of. the rumes.. --I 
bave ſtuck, 20. thy. reftimonjes, I have jnclined my Les 
to perform thy. ſtatutes alardy, even 20. the end, te- 
fimonies. bave, L taken, as4n beritage for. ever, Pſal. 
119. 31, L11, 117, 44» 932 1.941 have reſpet unto thy 
ſtatutes continually., -3.. This muſt. not be done hand over 
bead, bur deliberately,  axd underſtandingly.. T a daf- 
obecient Son ſaid, I g3,. fir ; but he went not, Matth, ' . 
24.39, How fairly 41d they promule ? All that the 
Lord our God ſpas [peak wate vhee,} we will dg it.> And 
tis like thay Ipake as they meanx; but whenit came 
to trial, 1x was, found mat there was not ſuch @ 
heart in then, as.to.dg what they. had promiſed, 
Dent. 5,2.7, 29+ 18 you would be fincere 1n cloſing 
with the laws ang. ways of ,Chrift, Firſt, Study the 
meaning, and latitude, and compa[s cf them: Remem- 
der thac they aFe very ſpiritual, they reach the very 
thoughts and inclinations of the heart ;; fo thar if 
you will 'walk by this rule, your very. thonghes, * * 
and inward motions muſt be under gavernment. 
Again, That they are very ſtrict, and lelf; denying, 
quite * 
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-quite contrary to the grain of your natural incling: 
tons, Matth, 16.24. You muſt take the ſtrait pate, 
the rarrow” way, and'\ be content to have the Het 
curbed from the liberty it defires, Marth. 7. 14. Ina of tþ 
* word, that they are very large : For thy commandment WW /*4- 
#5 exceeding broad, Plal. 119-96. _ Secondly, Reſt nat J' 
in generats; (for there is rhuch deceit in that,) by I 2” 
bring down thy 't #*t to the parniculity commands of Chrift, body 
'Thofte Fews' in the Pr ſeemed as well refolyea = #* ** 
as #ny inthe world, and called God th witnefs/thar Ml . ** 
they meant as they ſaid: "But they ftuck'm generals. fra 
When God's command 'cr6f-th 'their inclination, WM PP 
they will not obey, Fer..43. 1,2, 2, 4, 5, 6. compared 
with chep. 43+ v. 2. Take the Afembles larger Ca. 
ifm, and ſee theirexcellent and moſt compen- Nl "1 
<idus'expoſition'of the Commandrgeiits, and put f #0" 
thy hefrtTo it. Art thou Telolyed, the ftrengrh hi 
of Chriſt, 'to ſer upon the tnſcientious'pratiice of | 
every uy thar thou findeſt to be there required of Roda 
* . thee, rofet apainſt every ſin” that thou findefi X 
there forbidden 2 "This i” the way to be found in 
God's ſtatutes, rhat thou mayeft never be aſhamed, 
Ly 19{80,, Thirdly, Obſerve the ſpecial duties that 
#hy beart 77 moſt gg aimft,' and the ſpecial fins that "tis 
4x unto ; - þe whether it ha ky; rhe 
perform the pne,-and forego wwe other.” What ſay 
to thy boſom: fin, thy Slinkil fin > Whar ſayeft thou 
to-coftly, and hazardous, and fieſh-diſpkafing du- 
= ? hep talteft pak Fer doft not TR by 
1 © Godt crols rhy figth, and put to it, 
ods unſound, .P Dn a0 ea 119-6." 
Dire&. X. Ler allthis be.complented "in a folemn 6 
.  vtnant between God and thy ſoul, Plal.1 x 5. 105. Neb 
8 7 29. * For thy betrer he'p rherein, , rake theſe few 
# ons. | T #4 .0 & >> hen 


3" Firſt, Ser apart forye timns, mois fan gce, tols 
ſpenit in ſecret before the Lord,” © n 
T; 
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1. Tn ſething earneſtly bis ſpecial aſNſtance, and gras 
cjous acceptance of thee. | 
2. In confidering diſtinfly atl-the terms oy conditions 
the Covenant, expreſſed in the form hereafter propo- 
d. - , 


3. In ſearching thine heart, whether thou art ſincere-= 
h willing to forſake all thy fins, and to refign np thy felf, 
body and foul, unto God, and bis ſervice ; to jerve him; 
i® bolineſs and righteouſneſs, all the days of thy life. 

\Secondly, Compoſe thy ſpirit into the moſtTertous 
frame poſſible, ſuitable to a tranſation of fo high 
IMPOITAnCce- 

Thirdly, Lay hold an = Covenant oy q_4 and 
rely upon his promiſe of giving grace | th, 
whereby thou mayeſt be enabled to perform i 

romife. ' Trtift riot to thine own'ftrength, to the 

Length of thine own reſolutions, but take hold on 

is ſtrength. ©" OE 

 Fourthly, Reſolve to be faithful ; having engaged 
thine heart, opened thy mouth, and ſubſcribed with. 
thy hand beta the Lord, refolvein tis firength ne- 


"Lajty, Being thhs prepared, on ſame convenient 
Bag: fo for the purpole, ſet u pad - 
id in the moſt ſolemn manner -poſlible, as "if Mn ; 
Lotd were” viſibly preſent before thine eyes, falt* 
in on thy knees ; and ſpreading forth thine. 
hands toward heaven, open thine heart tothe Lord 

n thefe, or the like words. | 


® Moſt dreadful God ! For the paſſion of thy : 
Son, I beleech thee, accept of thy poor pro- . 
agal; now proftrating himfelf at thy door : I havye ' 
kllen from thee'by mine imqumty, and | (on by na-, 
ture'a ſon of death, and a thouſand-fold more the 


Wetild'of hell, by my wicked praftice ; but of thine 


nknitt-grace; thou haſt prormſed mercy to me in 
1 | Chriſt 


F 


136 Diretion for Conver ſjon. 
The terms _ of + Chriſt, if I wil but turn to thee I he! 
our Communion with all my heart : Therefore up. W fre: 


are either from on the call of thy Golp2l, I am A 
which, 67 to now comein, and, throwmsg down il of t 
which. my weapons, ſubmit my elf ro Wl mo! 
thy mercy. fan: 
And becauſe thou requireſt, as the condition- of Þ thro 
my peace with thee, that I ſhould par away mins ſ of c! 
| idols, and be at defiance; with'all Wl reco 
The t:yms from  thins enemies, wich, L acknow- fl thee 
which w2 muſt ledge, I have wickedly frded with; MW venc 
turn; $in, $4- azainft thee ; [ here fromthe bot- Wl feet 
142, the World, tom. of my heart reaounce then Wl Lore 
and our own all, firmly covenangiag with thee, MW Holz 
Righteouſneſs, nat to allow myſelf jnany kn>xa Ml chie! 
which muſt. bs ſin, but conſcie'xipully ro ule all Wl lt, 
thas renounced. the means; that I know thou. kak WY pron 
; "hy preſcrib2d, for the death and utter Wl thee 
deſtraRion of all my corruptions. : Anal whereas Ml all tt 
haye forms2ly inordinately and 1dolatrauſly let on Al 
rey affeftions upon theworld, 1 do here refiga up the, 
my heart to *h22 that maJleſt it ; humHvly procoging W mea 
ore thy glorious Majaſty, .thatatas the b $1 bers, 
Ition.of my.h2arc; andthar 1 daudfeizacdly ge 
firs grace fromthee, thar'whea thou ſhalt call me 
Rin, [ may pcattiletais my reſolation, through 
thy affiltance, to foriake all that is dear unt2-.me. 
i this world, rather thaa t5tura from thee, to che 
ways of fi1; and that I will watch againſ(c all 15 - 
2mprations, whether of proſperity, or adverfiry, 
leſt.thzy ſhauld wichdraw my heart from-thes ;/b% 
(LIE the2 allo to.hzlp me agaiaſc the tenip:a- 
tio3 of Satan, to whoſe wicked ſugzeſtions 1 re- 
foly2, by thy grace, neyer to yield. my ielf a {2ryant- 
Ad be:aufe my owa righreouſnels is bur! mza- 
ſrraovs rag3, I renounce all confidence there 
ad acknowledge that I am of my felf a ry 
NEPp 
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helpleſs, undone creature, without righteouſneſs or 


ſrrengrh- 

And for as much as thou haſr 
of thy bortomleſs mercy, offer 
moſt graciouſly to me_ wretche 
finer , _to be 2gain my. 
through Chriit, 1t 1 would- accept 
of thee ; I call heaven and earth to 


record this day , that I do here ſolemn] 
thee for the Lord my God ; and with a 


God " 


The terms 10 
which we muſt 
turn, are either 
ultimate, or me- 
diate. 


avouch 
flivle 


veneration, bowing the neck of my ſoul under the 
teet of thy molt facred Majeſty, 1 do here take thee, 


Lord Fehov4b, Father, Sofh, and 
Holy Ghofr, for thy pertion; and 
chef good ; and to give up my 
(elf, body and foul, for thy ſervant, 
promuſing and- yowing to ſerve 
thee in holneſs and righteouſneſs, 
all che days of my life, | 
And fince thou” haſt appouited 
the, Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the oply 
means of coming unto thee, I do 


bere,,upon the bended knees of my. 


foul, accept 'of him, as the only 
new and hving way, by which fin- 
ners may have acceſs to thee; ard 
do hereby folermnly joyn my (elf in 
marriage covenant to him. 
7Q bi 2d Jelus,!.come to thee h 
ſtead ; 


fy Peſtead ; poor. and, wretched, 
md blind,” and nake4;'a' moſt loarhſome, polluted 
wretch;-a gitilty, condemned malefaftor, unwor- 


The ultimate is 
God ihe Father, 
Son, and Holy 


Ghoſt, who 
be thus ppg. 


The mediate -; 
terms are either 
principal, or leſs 
principal. 

The principal is 
Chrift. the Me- 
diator, who muſF 
thus be embrac 4. 


ry, and hard- 
' miſerable, 


iy for ever to waſh the feet of the ſervants of my 


d, muth more to be ſolemnly marri 


to the 


king of g'ory : Bur! fich ſuch.is thine unparallelſ'd 


Head 


* +4 * c 


6 rake thee for ry 
_ MD Va iot 


loye, I'do here with all nay Power 


accept thee, and 


b 
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ter; for worſe; for richer, for poorer ; forall tims ]W.ca , 
and conditions ; to love, honour and obey (thee, Wer, 1 
before all others ; and this to the death; _Lembrac MW an 
thee in all thy offices : I renounce mine'own Woty 
thineſs, and do here avow. thee to be the Lord my 
Rizhteoaſneſs : I rerrotmce mine ewn wiſdom, and 
dy here take thee for mine only guide: I renoune 
mine own will, and take thy will for my law. _ 
And fince thou haſt told me that I muſt ſuffer if 
I will reign, 1 do here.covenant_ with thee to. take 
my lot, as1t falls, with thee; and, by thy grace 
Ati : to run all hazards with thee ; erty ape 
fing that,neither life nor death ſhall part. þ2rweeq 
thee and me. | EY | | 
1 | And becauſe. thou haſt ben 
The leaft princi- pleaſed to give me. thy holy laws, 
Pare the Lews as the rule of my life,” and the yg 
of Crift,” which in which 1 ſhould walkto thy king 
muſt be thus ob» dom, I do here willipgly. put my 


_ ſerved. * neck under thy, poke, and f&t'py 


| ' ſhoulder ro thy warden ; ſub- 
ſcribing to all thy Laws, as holy, juſfand good, 16 
ng. 0 rake them as Y tn Fun oo ——— gn 

10 Act0NSs 3 - Prom at my | 
rradiCt and rebel yet 1 will endeavour to order and 
goyern my whole life according to thy direction, 
= wy not allow my ſelf in the negle&t of any 
tung tat I know to. þe ry Auty. . 

, Only becauſe, through the frailty oy fel 
T/am tubje& to, many. png; 1 20,20 L | 
bly'to proteft, That u red miſcarriages, con 
trary._to.the ſetled bent and reſolution of jay heath 
hall Ln make void. this covenant ; for io thou 
" "Now, Almi hty God, ſeatther of hearts, thou | 
trobes cha 7 nake this coveriant with hog 2 


Gy, without ariy known or reſeryatidn ; be 
| y known guile - 
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xching thee, that if thou eſpieft any flaw or falſ- 
WAX therein, thou wouldft er it to me, and 
help me to do it aright. ' ls. 

And now, Glory be to thee, O God the Father, 
zhom I ſhall be bold, from rhis day. forward, to 
ook upon as my God and Father, that ,qver t 


hc find out ſuch a way for the recovery of un- 


lone ſinners. Glory be to thee, O God the Son, 
ho haſt loved me, and waſhed me from my fins in 
hine own blood, and art now become -my Saviour 
nd Redeemer. . Glory be to thee, O God the Holy 
hoſt, who by the finger of thine Almighty Power 
aft turned about my heart from fin ro:God. 
Odreadfal Fehouah, the Lord God Omnipotent, 
ather, Son, and Holy Ghoſt! Thou art now be- 


ome my Covenant: friend, and 1, through thine 


nhnute grace, am. become thy Covenant ſervang, 
x28, So be it. And the Coveneat which 1 have 
nade On carth, l1ct'1t be raufied in heaven. 


mar 
The AUTHOR'S Advice: 


His Covenant I adviſe you to make, not only in heart, 

but il word ; not only in word, but in writing ; 

M that you would, with all poſfſibje reverence, ſpread the 
iting before'the Lord, 45 if. you would preſent it 20 him 
your aft and deed : And when yor beve done this, ſet 

r band 10-4t ; -koef it as £ memareti of the ſolemn tran[- 
tions that  bavg paſſed between God and you, that you 

have recourſe to 1t in dophts end temptations. 

Direct. XI. Take beed of delaying thy converſion, and 
t upon 4 ſpeedy and preſent turning. I mad haſte, and 
layed not, Pfal. 11 9. 60. Remember, and tremble 

tthe {ad inſtance of the fooliſh Virgins, that came 

vt till che door of mercy was ſhut, Matth.'25.:And 
X a convinced Felix, that put off Peul to another 
OT ;.a0d we never find that he had ſuch a ſeaſon 
\ OLE more, 
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. more, AA. 24. :5. ' Oh, come .in while it is cal J 


today, left thou ſhouldſt be hardened through the 
deceitfulneſs of fin; left the day of grace ſhould by 
over, and the things that belong.to thy peace ſhould 


be hid from thine eyes. Now rnercy is wooing off... 


thier; now Chriſt is waiting to be gracious to hee, 
and theSpirit of God 1s ſtriving with thee: Now Mi- 
niſters are calling ;'now Conſcience is ſtirring; now 


the market is open, and ol may be had, thon haf Ml... 


opportuntty for the. buying :' Now Chriſt 15 to be 


had for the taking. "Oh! ſtrike in with the offers of 


graces Oh! now, or nzver. If thou make light of 
this offer, God may ſwear in his wrath, thou ſhalt 
never taite of his Supper, Luk: 1 4. 24: 

Dire. XII. Attend conſcientiouſly pon the word, x 


the means appointed for thy converſion, = 1.18, 19. 


1-Cor./4.15. Attend, I ſay, not culfomarily, b 


but 
conſcientiouſly 3; with this defire; peing, Vope and 
y it 


expectation; that thou miayeft be: converted b 


To every Sermon thou heareſt, .come with ths 


thought ;: Oh. I bope God will now come in : I hopethi 
day may be the time, this may be tbe man by whom Gul 
will bring me bome. Wheathou'art coming to the 
ordinances, lift up thine heart thus ro Gods Lord, 
tet this be the Sabbath; 1:1 this be the ſeuſtng wherein 
Wy receive renewing gyace, Oh, let it be ſaid, that 
tay ſuch 2 one'was born unto thee. MY. : 
Obje#. Thou wilt (ay,'T have been/long's hearer 
ofthe word, and-yet it harh not been cftettual'to 
my converſion.  Anſw. Yea; but thou kaſtnor at 
tended upon it in this manner, as a means of thy 
converſion, nor with this deſizn ; nor praying for, 
and exp*<ting of this happy effect'ok it. | 
Diret;X111. Strike in with the Spi#tt;" when be bt- 
#ins.to work upon thy bears. - When he works con 


_ - Ridt3;Ohdondrtifle them; but joynin wirtrhim 


-ahd beg the-Lord to'carry' on -conyicticns, . oo 


raye: 
y and 
unto t 
tat C; 
nd lif 
ren : 

Will c: 
aver 
Inye 

"4 ſy 
he ble 
LNOU 5 
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-erfion. Wench not the Spiriz, .da not out-ftrive 
im, do not refiſt him. Beware of putting out 
nyictions by evil company, or: worldly bufineſs. 
hen thou findeſt any troudles for fin, and fears 
-baut thine eternal ſtate, beg of God that they may. 
er leave thee, till they have wrought off thy 
eart rhroughly from fin, and wrought 1t oyer to 
efus Chriſt. Say to him, Strike home, Lord ; leave 
wt the wor 7 in the midſt, If thou ſerft-that I am not yet 
wounded enough, that I am not troubled enovgh, wound 
me yer de-per, Lord : Oh, go to the bottom of my corrup- 
ids, Let out the life-blood of my fins. Thus yield up 
h ſelf ro the workings of tie Spirit, and hoiſe thy 
als to his guſts. 

Dire. XIV. Set upon the conjt art and dilint uſe 

f ſerious 2nd fervent prajer. He that neglects prayer, 
s a profane and unlanRified finger, Fob 15, 4. . He 
tatis not conſtantin, prayer, is buc an hypocrite, 
Z0b 27.10, (unleſs the, omiflion, be contrary to his 
rrdinary courle, nnder the force of ſome, inftant 


temptation.) "This 15 one of the firſt things CON-, 


rhofn appears in, that it ſets men on praying, A#. 
9.11. Therefore ſet to this. duty : Let never-a Cay 
als over thee, wherein, thou, haſt not, mornirg 
and eyenirig, ſet apart.ſome tim? for ſet and folemn 
razer in ſecret. . Call thy family alſo together dai- 
y and duly, to- orſhip God with thee. Woe be 
into thee, if thine be fond amovgſt the. farmilies 
Wit call not: 07 God's name, Fer.. 10, 25. . But cold 

ind lifeleſs Jeyotions.w1ll not reach half way to hea- 
: Be feryem, and- imiportunate,; imporrunt: 
mil carry it ; but wnhout violence, the Kingdom of 


eaven will not be taken, Matth.t 1.1: Thou my 
knve to enter, Luk. 3+ 24: and, wreſtle with tears 
nd (applications as Facob, if thou meaneft to carry 
te bleſſing, Gen..32. 24. compared with Hoſ..z 2. 4- 
Thou art undone for evet” without grace, an hero: 
SY Sigh tore 
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more, Af. 24.25. Oh, come in while it 1s called 
to day, leſt thou ſhouldſt be hardenzd through the' 
deceitfulneſs of fin; left the day of grace ſhould bs 
over, and the things that belong ro thy peace ſhould 
be hid from thine eyes. Now mercy is woong of 
thiee ; now Chriſt is waiting to be gracious to thee, 
and theSpirit of Gods ſtriving with thee: Now Mi- 
miſters are calling ; now Conſcience 1s ſturring3 now 
the market is open, and oil may be had, thou haft 
opportunity for the buying : Now Chrift 15 to be 
had for the taking. "Oh! ſtrike in with the offers of 
grace: Oh! now, or nzver. If thou make )Jight of 
this offer, God may ſwear in his wrath, thou thalt 
never tafte of his Tupper, Luk: 14. 24: 

Dire&. XII. Attend conſcientiouſly npon the word, ut 
the means appointed for thy converfion, Jam. 1. 18, 19, 
1 Cor. 4.15. Atrend, I ſay, not cuſtomarily, but 
conſcientiouſly ; with this defire; defign, hope and 
expectation, that thou mayef be: converted by it. 
To every Sermon than heareſt, .come with this 
thought ;. Oh. I bepe God will now come in : I hope thi 
day may be the time, this may be tbe man by whom Go 
will bring me bome. Wheathou'art coming to the 
ordinances, life up thine heart thus to God Lord, 
let this be the Sabbath, 1:1 th# be th: ſeuſen; wherein 1 
my receive renewing grace, Oh, let it be ſaid, that 
&ay ſuch 2 one was born unto thee. | 

Obje#. Thou wilt (ay, 1 have been/long's hearer 
of: the word, aad-yet it harh not been efte&ual to 
my converfion. | Anſw. Yea; but thou haſt nor at- 
tended upon it in this manner, as a means of thy 
converſion, nor with this defizn ; nor praying for, 
and exp*Hing of this happy effect'ok it. 

DireR.-XI1I. Strike in with the Spi#tt,” when he bt- 
#ins.to work upon thy beart. When he works convi- 
- Ri6tis; Ohdo not Rifle them, but joyn in withrhim) 
and beg the Lord to carry on-conyicticns, . to o 

r= Verio 


yerſic 
him, 
cony! 
Whet 
abau' 
nevet 
heart 
Jetus 


Directions for Corver ſton. I4r 
verſion. Quench not the Spiri:, .da not out-ſtrive 
him, do nor refiſt him. Beware of putting out 
convictions by evil company, or: worldly bufinels. 
2 When thou findeſt any troubles for fin, and fears 
about thine eternal ſtate, beg of God that they may 
of Elrever leave thee, till they have wrought off thy 
© heart rhroughly from fin, and wrought 1t over to 
Its Jefus Chriſt. Say to him, Strike home, Lord ; leave 
WY not the wor ; in the midſt, If thou ſerft that I am not yet 
wounded enough, that I am not sroubled enovgh, wound 
me yer de-per, Lord : Oh, go to the bottom of my corrup- 
of W:ime, let out the 1ife-blood of my fins. Thus yield up 


of th; ſelf ro the workings of the Spirit, and hoiſe thy 
alt W:ils ro his guſts. 

DireCt. XIV. Set upon the conjt1rt and dilint uſe 
of ſerious and fervent prazer. He that neglects prayer, 
5a profane and un{anCtified ſinner, Fob 15, 4. He 

ut that is not conſtant jn prayer, 15 buc an hypocrite, 
and Fob 27. 10, {unlets the. omiflion bs contrary to his 
ordinary courle, under the force -of ſome, mant 
temptation.) "This 15 one of the firit things -con-. 
rerfion appears 1n, that it ſets men on praying, AF. 

GUM. 11. Therefore let to this duty : Let never-a Cay 
the pals over thee, wherein, thou haſt not, mornirg 
and eventing, ſet apart.ſome tim? for ſet and folemn 
prayer in ſecret. . Call thy family alſo rogether dai- 
ly and duly, to- v; orſhip God with thee. Woe be 
mto thee, 1f thine be forind amovgſt the families 
that call not. on God's name, Fer. 10, 25. But cold 

) '* lifeleſs devotions.willnot reach half way to hea- 
ren : Be feryent, and imiportunate,; '1mpormumity 

vill carry it ; but wnhout violence, the kingdom © 
teaven will not be raken, Marth. r1.1:, Thou muſt 
inve t6 enter, Luk.13+ 24: and wreſtle with tears 
nd ſupplications as Fecob, if thou meaneft to carry 
he bleſſing, Gen. 32. 24. compared with Ho. 1 2. 4- 
ou art undone for evet” without grace, an thers- 
: ore 
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fore thou muſt put to it. and reſolve to take no de- 
mal. That manthat 1s fixed in this reſolution : el, .Þ, 
F muſt have grace? ; and I will never grve over, till T have 
grace ; aud I will never leave ſeeking, and waiting, ani ® n- 
ftriving with God, and mine own heart, till be do renew [| 6 
me by the power of bis grace ; this man 1s in the likelieſt © &© 


Way to win grace. : the 
_ Ohje&. But God heareth not finners, their prayer by; 
is an abomination. . ay 


Anſw. Diſtingviſh between ſinners. 1. There are Þ @1 
Reſolved finnerg : Their prayers God abhors. 2. Re-M ing 
turning ſinners Theſe God will 'come forth to, and I ca; 
meet with mercy, though yet a-far off, Luk. 15. 20. not 
Though the prayers of the unſanftified cannot have Þ (arr 
full acceptance, yet God hath done much at there-Y 7 
queſt of ſuch; as at Ahab's humiliation, and Nir-Þ 
veh's faſt, 1 King- 21. 26. Fonah 3. $,9. 10. Surely Ml wile 
thou mayeſt go as far as theſe, though thou haft no Þ and 

ace: . And how doft thou know but thou'mayct I *'7 

peed mn thy fuit, as they did in theirs > Yea, IsheB thor 
not far more bkely to grant thee, than them ; fince ſl geca 
thouaskeſt 'in the name of Chriſt, and that not for play 
temporal bleſfiings, as they, but for things much Y with 
more pleafing to him ; vi. for Chrift, grace, pardon, God 
that thou mayeſt be juſtified, anified, renewed, and fit- ably, 
jed to ſerve him? Tarn to theſe ſoul-encouraging 
Scriptures, Prov. 3; 1,t0 6. Luk. 11. 9,10, 11, 12,13 
Prov. 8. 34435. * | 

Is it not good comfort, that he calleth thee >. Mar. 
T6. 49. Doth he ſet thee on, the uſe of means, and 
doft thou think he will mock thee? .Doubtlels, hi 
will nor fail thee, if thou be not wanting to thy ſell. 
Oh, pray, and faint not, Luk. 18 x. ' A perfon « 

eat quality having offended 'the Dake 0 Bucking* 
him, the King's great Favourite, being admurted i 
to his preſence, after long waiting, proftrates hit 
ſelf at his feer, faying, I am reſolved never to riſe mot 
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| * Conver (101, . 
till.T bave obtained your Grace's favour. With which 
carriage he did overcome him. With ſuch 7 reſa- 

: lution do thou throw thy {-If at the feet of God : 
Tis for thy life, and therefore follow him, and give 
nl Þ not over: Reſolve thou. wilt not_ be put off wit 

ev | bones, with common mercies. What though Go 

et U do not. preſently open to thee? Is not grace worth 
the waiting for? Knock, and wait ; and no dqubt 

yer Þ but, ſooner or later, mercy will come, 
+.. And this know, That thou haſt che very ſame en- 

are  eouracement to ſeck and wait, that the Saints now 

Re- Ml inglory once had; for they- were once 1n thy yery 
and  caie. , And haye they ſped ſo well, and wilt thou 

, 20. | not goto the ſame:door, and wait upon God 1n the 

ve 8 fame courſe? +. _.-...: | , 

21- Diret. XV. For{ake thy evil company, Prov. 5, 6. 

tine- and forbear the occaſions of fin, Prov. 23. 31. ' Thou 

rely wilt never be turned from fin, till thou wilt decline 
 n0 I and forego the temptarions of fin. 

ayet Y 1 never expect. thy converſion from fin, unleſs 

Is he I thou art. brought to lome ſelf. denial, as to fly, the 

fince MW occafions. . If thou wilt be nibling at the bait, and 

t for Wl playing off the brink, and tampering and medling 

much © with the ſnare, thy ſoul will ſurely. be taken. Where 

1rdon, God doth expole men in his proyjdence,. unavoid- 

id #-Mably, to temptation, ;and the occafions are ſuch as 

ag we cannot remove , .we may. expect ſpecial aſfi- 

*Wfance in the uſe of his means : Bur. when we tempt 

God, by running into danger, . he will not engage 

to ſupport us when we are tempted. And of all 

temptations, one of. the moſt fatal and pernicious, 

k evil, company. Oh, What opelp) innings 

tave thele often fifled !. . Oh, thefouls, the, eftates, 

the famulies, the towns, that. theſe have ruined ! 


Fa 


How, many,..a, poor' ſinner hath been on Wye 


ad convinced.” .and hath been juſt: ready ty ve 
re er Shnibp, ang! hath Set. pleaped tus fare, 
s 5 | | nd / 
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and yet wicked company have pull'd him back” at 
hft, and made him ſeven fold more the child of 
hell. In one word, I have no hopes c* thes, except 
thou wilt ſhake off thy eml company. Chrift ſpeak- 
eth ro thee, as to them. ia another cafe ; If thr fe:h 
me, then let theſe go th:ir way, Joh. 1$. 8. "Thy life 
lies upon it : Forlake theſe, or el'e thoti canſt not 
live, Prov. 9.6. Wilt thon be warſe than the beaf,, 
to run on when thou'ſeeft the Lord with a drawn 
ſword inthe way ? Numb. 22. 33. Let this ſentence 
be written in Capitals upon thy Conſcience; A 
COMPANION OF' FOOLS SHALL BE DE 
STROYED, Prov. 13. 209. The Lord hath ſpoken 
it, and who thall reverſe it? Ard wilt thou ran up- 
07 defFructian, when God himſelf doth forewam 
thee> If God doeyer change thy keart, it will ap- 
r in the change of thy company. Oh, fear and 
y this gulf, by which fo many thouſand fouls have 
beer ſwallowed into.perditt 5n. ,* It will be hatd for 
thee, ifid2<d, ro make thine e!cape : Thy compa- 
nions will be mocking thee our &f thy Religion, ard 
will ſtudy to fillrhee with prefuilices agamſt ſtr? 
neſs, as ridiculous.and comfortlets. hey will be jan, 
flattering thee, atid alluritg the? ; but remernber wilt tl 
the warnitzs of the Holy Ghoſt, a Som, if finer EY v 
extice thee, conſznt thou not, | Tf thiy ſav, Come with"< * 
ws. caft in thy lot amon? vs; walk at thou 54 the wy diene 
with them, refrain thy fort from their path; avid 1, 
paſs-yor by 7t, turn fron it, and'p:{s away : For the wy 
of the wick?d is as darkne(s, thy know not at what thy* 
ſtumble. They lay wajr for their own bleod ; they lurk pri- 
viy for #heirowniroes, Prov. t. 195, to 18: and q. 1: 
ro 19. My ſoulig moved within me, toſee how many 
of my hearers are like to periſh, bothtthey and'ther 
houſes by this wretched miſchief,” eyen'the hatnt- 
ing 9 fach 'places, and company, wttreby the 
art drayvn into fin. Once more 1adrmomfhyot 
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as Moſes did Iſrael, Numb, 16.26. And be ſptke unto 
the congregation, ſaying, Depart, I pray you, from the 
'Wents of theſe wicked men. , Oh! flee them. as you 
yould thoſe that had the plague-ſores running in 
heir foreheads. Theſe are the Devil's Panders, and 
ifs MDecoys ; and if thau doft not make thine eicape, 
"ot Fchey will toll thee mmto perdition, and will prove 
TY in eternal ruin. 
on Direct. XVI. Laftly, Set apart a day to humble thy Fs 
(ce Wn [ecret, by faſting. and prayer, to work the ſenſe of thy 

x Wins and mniſeries upon thy. heart. Read over the Aſſeng 
wF. W!r's Expoſition of the Commandments, and write down 
er] Mee duties omurtred, and fins committed by thee a- 
mY eainfſt every Commandment, and ſo make a cata- 
an (logue of thy ſins, and with ſhame and ſorrow ſpread - 
hem before the Lord. And if thy heart be truly 
ind (Iv ling to the terms, joyn thy (elf ſo;emnly to the 
avs Lord 1n.that Covecant ſet down in the gth Dire- 
fox (tion, and the Lord grant thee mercy in his fight. 
Thus I have told rhee, what thou muft do to be 
ard Maved. Wilt thou not now obey the yoice of the 
Lord > Wilt. tnou ariſe, and ſet to thy work > O 


(hs nan, What anſwer wilt thou make, what excuſe 
ber {vile thou have, if thou ſhould periſhar laſt through 
ner ery wiltulnels, when thou haſt known the way of 
wit? I donor fear thy miſcarrying, if thine own 
= 4 |cneſs de nor ar !aft undo thee, in neglecting the 


ule of che means that are ſo plainly here preſcribed, 
Rouze up, O ſtugeard, and ply thy work: Be do- 
MWg, and the Lord will be with thee. 


Sc. 


A ſhort Soliloquy for an Hnregenerate Sinner. 


H wretched man, that 1 am ! ,What a condi- 

tion have Lbroughe my ſelf into by fin? Oh! 
1M.&e my heart hath but deceived me all this while, 
, Ez WW 


+ *#* 


I07 © , WHY PETITE 


in flattering me; that my condition was good. I ſee, 
I ſee, I am but a loſt and undone man, tor ever un- 
done, unleſsthe Lord help me out of this condition. 
My fins | my fins! Lord, whatan unclean, poiluted 
wretch am I! More loathlome and odious to thee, 
than the moſt hateful venom, or notſome. carcaſe 
can be tome, Oh, what a hell of fin 15 1n this heart 
of mine, which I have flattered my ſelf to be a good 
heart! Lord, how umverſally am corrupted, in 
all my parts, powers, performances ! All the ima- 
ginations of the thoughts of my heart are only evil 
continually. TI am under an inability to, averſeneſs 
frem, and enmity againſt any thing that 1s gcod; 
& am prone to all that is evil. My heart 1s a very fink 
of all fin: Andoh the innumerable hofts and ſwarms 
of ſinful thoughts, words, and aCtions, that haye 
fl wn frem thence ! Oh the load of guilt that 1s on 
my ſoul ! My head i full, my beart full, my mind, and 
wy members, they are all full of fn. O my fins! How 
do they are upon me | How do they witnels againft 
me! Woeis me, my crecitors are ug-0n me, every 
Commandment takerh hoid upon me, for more 
than ten thouſand talents, - y ca, ten thouſand times 
ten thouſand. How endleſs then is tke ſumm of all 
my debts ! If this whole world were filled up from 
earth to heaven with paper, and all this paper writ- 
ren over, within and without, by Arithmericians; 
zet when all were caſt up together, 1t would come 
unconceivably ſhort of what I owe to' the leaft of 
God's Commandments. Woe unto me; for my 
cebts are infinite, and my fins are increaſed ; they 
are wrongs to an infinite Majefty : And if he that 
commitrteth treaſon againft a ſilken mortal, 1s wor- 
thy to be racked, drawn and quartered ; what haye = 
- I deſerved, that have fo often lifted up my hand 
againſt heaven, and have ftruck at the crown and 
dignity of the'Almughty ? 
| . O ny 
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O my fins, my fins! Behold, a troop cometh ! 
ultitudes, multitudes! There 15 no number of 
4 heir Armies. Innumerable evils have compaſſed 
© The about: Mine iniquities have taken hold upon 
e ; they have ſet themſelves in aray againft me. 
Dh ! It were better to have all the regiments of 
]] come againft me, than to have my fins to fall 
pon me, to the ſpoiling of my foul. Lord, how 

I ſurrounded 2 How many are they that riſe | 
aint me? They haye beſet me beamd and be- 
ore : They ſwarm within me, and without me: 
They have poſſeſſed all my powers, and have forti- 
ed mine unhappy ſoul, as a Gariion, whuclr this 


rood of hell doth man, and maintain againſt the 
wo dd that made me. 
wo And they are as mighty, as they are many. The 


nds are many, but thea they are not great : The 

puntains great, but then they are not many : But 
voe is me! my-ſins are as many as theſands, and as 
ghty as the mountains ; their weight 1s greater 
han thetr number. It were better that the rocks 
ind the mountains ſhould fall upon me, than the 


"21 ruſhing and inſupportable load of my own fins. 
om 91d, 1 amvheayy loaden ; let mercy help, orlam 
rie. (£97e Unload me of this heavy guilt, this finking 


oad ; or I am cruſhed without hope, and muſt be 


5; Wreded down to hell. If my-grief were throyghly 
we yeighed, and my fins layed inthe balances' toge- 


er, they would be heavier than the ſand of the 
a ; therefore my words are ſwallowed np: They 
ould weigh down all the rocks, and the hyl}s, and 
mn the balance againft all ny [or of tHe Earth. 1 


— ) Lord, thou knoweſt my m id tranſgrefons, | 
+ and my mighty fins. | Nr, 3 
_ Ah, my ſoul! Alas, my glory | Whither art. 


ou humbled > Once the glory of the creation, 
nd the image of God: Now a lump of filthneſs, 
| He a coffin 
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a coffin of rottenneſs, repleniſhed with Rench any 
loathſomneſs. Oh, What work hath fin made wi 


thee! Thou ſhalt be termed Forſzken, and all th 


rooms of thy faculties Deſolate, and the name thai 


thou ſhalt be called by is Ichabod, or Where % M5 © 


£7 ? How art thou come down mightily > My 
uty 1s turhed'inta deformity, and my glory 'in- 
to ſhame, Lord, What a loathfome Leper ar 1? 
The ulcerous bodies of Fob or Lax4rus were not 
more offeofive to the eyes and noſtrilsof men, than 
I muſt necds be to the moſt haly God, whole eye 
cannot behold iniquity. 

And what miſery have my fins brought upon 
me! Lord, what a caſe am I in? Sold under fin, 
caſt out of God's favour, accurſed from the Lord, 
curfed in my body, curſed in my foul, curſed in 
my name, in my eſtate, my relations, and all that 
I haye. My fins are unpardoned, and my foul with- 
in a ſtep of death. Alas! What ſhall I do? Wh 
ther ſhall I go? Which way ſhall I look > Gods 
frowning on r;e'from above ; hell gaping for me 


beneath ; conſcience _— me within ; temptz- 


tions and dangers ſurrounding me without. Oh, 
whither ſhall I flee? What place can hide me fr 
Ommifciency > What power can ſecure me fro 
Ommniportency ? 

What meaneft thou, O my ſoul, to go on thus? 
Art thou in league with hell> Haft thou made a 
covenant with death? Art thou in love with th 
nuſery > Is it good for thee robe here > Alas, Wh: 
ſhall I do? ShallIgo en in my finful.ways > Why 
then n danitiation will be mine end : And ſhall 
I be {®belotred, ad bemadded, as to go and ſell my 
foul to the flames for a little Ale, and a little eaſe; 
for a little pleaſure, or gain, or content to my fleſh? 
Shall 1 linger any longer in this wretched eftave 
Ng; I tarry here, I ſhall die. What then? Is thers 

no 


# m 
ten 
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with" help, no hope > None, except I/turn. Why, but 

Il the (ſs there any remedy for ſuch woful miſery > Any 

» tha ſWnercy after ſuch provoting wmqurity ? Yes, as ſure 

% ts God's oath 15 true, I ſhall have pardon and mer- 

\ Myles yer, it preſently, unteignedly, and unreleryedly 
turn by Chnſt ro him. 

Yny then I thank rkee upon the bended knees 
f my ſoul, O moft mercaful Fehmab, rtat thy pa- 
tienee Fath waited] upon me hitherto : For hadft 
10u raok me away in this efate, I had periſhed 
for ever. And new 1 adore tiny grace, and accept 
ze offers af thy mercy : I renounce all my fins, 
d reivlie, by thy grace, to fer my feif againſt 
em, 21d to follow thee, in holineſs and righte- 
d inWovlreis, all the days of my life- 
thrll WhoamlT, Lord, that | ſhould make any clam 
unto thee, or have any part or portion in thee, wha 
am not worthy to lick up the duſt of thy feet > 
Yet ſince thou holdeft forth the golden Scepter, I 
n b21d to come and touch. To delpair, would 
e to Giſparage thy mercy ; and to ſtand off when 
thou biddeFt me come, would be at once to undo 
my ſelf, and rebel againft thee, under the pretence 
of humility. Therefore I bow my ſoul to thee, 
and with ail poſſible thankfulneſs, accept thee as 
mine, and give up my felf to thee asthine, Thou 
ha!t be Soveraign over me, my King, and my God: 
Thou ſhalt be 1n the throne, and all my powers 
hail bow to thee, they ſhallcome and worthip bee 
fore thy feer: Thou {halt be my portion, O Lord, 
and I will re in thee. ; 

Thou calleft for my keart: Oh that 1t were any 
way fit for thine acceptance! I am unworthy, O 
ſh}Lord, everlaftingly unworthy to be thine : Bur fince 
te > thou wilt have 1t ſo, I freely give up my heart to 
erofitics; take it, it is thine':: Oh that it were better ! 
no © But, Lord, I pur ic into thine hand, who alone canfſt 

H 2 ne 
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mend 1t: Mould it after thine own heart ; make 


as thou wouldſt have it, holy, humble, heaven _ 
ſofr, render, flexible ; and write thy law uponit. I 7 1; 

Come, Lord Jeſus ; come quickly : Enter in till wi 
umpiaantly: Take me up to thee for ever. I gl co1 
up to thee, I come to thee, as the only way to : 
Cather, as the only Mediator, the means ordainef ye; 
to bring me to God. I have deſtroyed my ſelf, bull thy 
m thee 1s my help : Save, Lord ; orelſe 1 perith: M þr; 


come to thee with the rope about my neck ; 1 Ru 
worthy to die, and to be damned. Never was to 
hire mcre due tothe ſervant, never was peny mol ] « 
due to the labourer, than death and he:1, my juW ©: 
wages, is due to me for my fins: But I fly tothMl tie 
merits, I truſt alone to the value and virtue of thi an 
ſacrifice, and prevalency of thy interceſſion : [ ſubM $, 
mat to thy reaching, I make choice of thy govenl js 
ment- Stand open, ye everlaſting doors, thattigh 1; 
King of glory may come 1n. ro 

O thou Spirit of the Moſt High, the Comfort © 
and SanGtifj er of thy choſea ; come in with all th 
glorious tram, all thy courtly attendants, thy frui 


and graces: Let me be thine habitation. I cangrll 1, 
thee but what 1s thine own already ; but here, wi 
the poor widow, I caſt my two mites, my ſoul, al or 
my body, into thy treaſury ; fully reſigning th Pe 
up to thee; to be lanRified by thee, to be ferran} 17 


to thee : They ſhall be thy patients, cure thou the 
ma ady ; they ſha!l be thy agents. govern thou the 
motions. Too long have 1 ſerye1 the world, tot 
long have I hearkned to Sata'2 ; but now I renound 
them all, and wil! be ruled by thy diftates and 
reions. and guided by thy counſel. 

O blefied Trinity ! O glorious Chaity | I delivet 
up my ſelt to thee; rece'ye me ; write thy nam - 
O Lord, upon me, and upon all that I have, : 
thy proper goocs : Ser thy mark upon me, upall « 

_ 
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every, member of my body, and every faculty of 
' my foul. I have choſen thy preceprs, thy law will 
I lay before me: This ſhall be the copy wiuch I 
will keep in. my eye, and ſtudy to write after : Ac- 
cording to this rule do I reſolye, by thy grace, to 
yalk ; afcer this law ſhall my whole marr be go- 
yerned ; and though I cannot pertectly keep one.of 
thy Commandments, yet I will allow my felt in the 
breach of none. I know my fleſh will hang back, 
But I reſolye, im the power of thy grace, toclkave 
to thee, and thy holy ways, whateyer it cot me. 
I am ſure I cannot come off a loſer by thee, there- 
fore I will be content with reproach, and diffict'-= 
ties, and hardſhips here; and will deny my le!t, 
and take up my croſs, and follow thee. Lord Je- 
ſus. thy yoke 1s eakie, thy crols 1s welcome, as it 
is the way to thee. I lay aſide all hopes.of wortd- 
ly happineſs, I will be content ro-tarry till I come 
to thee :. Let me be poor. and low, litcle and de- 
ſpiſed here, fo 1 may but be admitted to hve and 
reign with thee hereafter. Lord, thou hait my 
heart and hand to this agreement: Be it- as the 
laws of the Medes and Perfiens, never to be rever=- 
ſed: To this I will fand; in this reſolution, by 
grace, I will ive and die. I have ſworn, and will 
perform 1t, that I will keep thy righteous judg- 
ments ; I have given my free conſent, I have made 


my everlaſting choice : Lord Jeſus, confirm the 
contract, Amen. 


Chap. VII. Containing the Motives to 


Converſi0n. 


Tow what is already ſaid of the Nee -. 
fity of Converſion , and of the Miſeries ' 
of the Unconyerted , might be. ſufficient to 1n- 
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dnce any conſidering mind to reſolve 'upoy 
preſent tarning, 'or conyerfion unto God ; ye 
knowing what a piece of deſperate obftinacy x 
untrattableneſs the ' heart of man natarally is, 
have thought it neceſſary to 444d ro the Means « 
Converſion, 'and Dire&tions for a Covenant-de 
- fure with God in Chriſt, ſome Motives to perfuad 
you hereunto. | Go 8 
* OLord, fail me not now,'at my lat attempt 
* If any foul have read hitherro, ' arid be yet ur 
* touched, now, Lord, faſten in him, and dot 
* work: Now take him by the heart, overcom won] 
* him, perſuade kim, till he ſay, Thou haft preyailſ}'®'"© 
*ed, for thou waſt ſtronger than 1. Lord, Did "4 
* thou not make me a fiſher of men'} And have 
* toiled all this while, and caught nothing? Ala 
* that I ſhon]d have ſpent my firengrth for nough 
* And now Iam cafting my laſt : Lord Jeſus, ſtand 
*.thou npon the ſhore, and direct how and wherel 
* ſhall ſpread -my net ; 'and letme- fo incloſe wit 
* arguments the fouls I ſeek for, that they may not 
© be able to get out. - Now, Lord, for a multituc 
© of fouls ! Now for a full draught! O Lord God 
_ © remember me, 1 pray thee, and ſtrengthen me 
this once, O'God. 
But I rurn me-unto you- 
Ment and brethren, heaven and earth do call upon 
you; yea, hell it ſelf doth-preach the doErine « 
Repentance unto you ; the Angels of the Churches 
travel with you, Gel. 4. 19. the Angels of heaven ; 
ait for you, for your repenting, and turning uns ho £ 
od. O ſinner, Why ſhould the devils make merry 7 
with thee> Why ſhouldft thou be a morſel for that \ 
devouringLeviathan? Why ſhould harpies and hel W ©® 
hounds tear thee, and make a feaft upon thee ; and C4 
when they have gor thee into the ſnare, and: have i + 
faſtned their talons intkee, laughar thy a 
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ind deride thy miſery, and ſport themſelyes with | 


hy damnable folly > This mult be thy caſe, except 
hou curn : And were it notbetter thou ſhould be 
ajoy to Angels, than a laughing ſtock and ſport for 
Devils? Verily, if thou wouldſt but come in, the 
heavenly hoſt wquld take up their Anthems, and 
ſing, Giory be to God in the higheſt ; the morning- 


Wars would ſing together, and all the ſons of God 


ſhout for joy, and celebrate this new. Creation as 
they did the inſt. Thy repentance would, as it were, 
make holy-day in heaven, and the glorious Spirits 
would rejoice, .in that there is a new brother added 


at thcir lociety, Rev. 22. 9. another heir born totheir 


Lord. and the lo ſon received ſafe and ſound. The .: 


true penttent's tears are indeed the wine that chear- 
& both,God and, man. Gy 

If i;be lictle, that. Men and Ange)s would re- 
ce. at:thy converfion, know thar. God. himſelf 
would rejoice oyer thee, even with ſinging, and 
re{ in, his love, Luk. 15. 9. Iſe-6z. 5. Never did 
Facob with ſuch joy weep over the neck of his Fe- 
{eph, as thy heavenly Father would rejoice. over 
thee, upon thy. coming.in to him. . Look over the 
ory of . the, Prodigal :, Methinks. I ſee how the 
azed farker Jays aſide his effate,, and forgets his 
years: Behold, how herunneth } Luk. 15. 29, Oh 
the haſte that mercy makes ! The finner makes not 


na!f that ſpeed. Methtaks I ſeg how his, bowels -: 
turn, how. his compaſſions yearn, , ( How quick- 


ſighted is loye!). Mercy ſpies him a great way off, 
forgets his riotous curſes, unnatural rebellion, 
horrid, unthankfulneſs, , debauched , pratices, (not 
aword of. thels) bur.receives him, with open arms, 
claſps about his ne:k,. forgets. the naftineſs of his 


- 


rags, kiſſeth the. hips. that 'deiZrve to. be loatfieg. 7 


the lips, that had been joined to har]ots, that ha 


been commoners with the ſwine ;' calls for the __ 


Hs 
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* ted calf, the beſt robe, the ring,- the ſhooes, the 

beft cheer in heaven's ftore, the beſt attire in he. 
ven's wardrobe, Luk. 15- 6, 9, 23. yea, the joy can- 
not be held in one breaſt, &c. others mutt becal. 
Jed to participate; the friends muſt meet, and mate 
merry : Ange!s muſt wait, but the Prodigal muſt be 
{et at che table, under his father's wing : He is the 
joy of the feaſt ; hes the ſweet ſubject of the fa 
rher's delight: The friends ſympathize, "but none 
knows the felicity the father rakes in his new born 
fon, whom he hath received from the dead. Me- 
thinks I hear the mufick and the dancing at a & 
ftance. Oh the melody of the heavenly Choriſters! 
I cannot learn the ſong, Rev, 14+ 3- but methink 
I over-hear the burden, at which all the harmony 
ous Quire with one conſent ſtrike ſweerly in ; for 
thus goes the round at heaven's table, For thi ny 
{on was dead, and % alive again ; was loſt, and % found, 
Luk. 5. 23,24,32. I need not farther explain the 
parable ; God 1s the Father, Chriſt the Cheer, his 
righteouſneſs the robe, his graces the ornaments, 
Miniſters, Saints, Angels the friends and ſer- 
yants ; and rhou that readeft (if thou wilt but un- 
feignie@ly repent and turn) the welcome Prodiga 
the happy inftance of all this grace, and bleſſed ſub- 
ject of this joy and Jove. 

O Rock ! O Adamant! What | not moved yet? 
Not yet reſolved to turn forthwith, and to cloſe 
with merey ? Twill try thee yet once again: If 
one were ſent to thee trom the dead, wou!df thou 
d2 perſuaded > Why, hear the voice from the dead, 
trom the damned, crying to thee that thou ſhouldſt 
repent. * 7 pray thee, that thou wouldſt ſend bim:- tomy 
father's beuje, for I have five brethren, that he may teſti» 
fie umo them, leſt thy alſo come into thi place of 10r- 
" went, Tf one"went unto them'ſrom the dead, they will 
p.nt, Luk, 16. 27, 28, @e, Hear, Oman, thy pre- 
4k Pe deceſlors 
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deceſfors in umpemitence ew to thee from the jn- 
fernal gibbets, from the flames, from the rack, that 
thou ſhouldſt repent. Oh, look down into the bot- 
tomleſs pit : Seeft thou how the ſmoak of their tor- 
ment alcendeth for ever and ever? Rev. 14-I1. 
How black are the fiends > How furious are ther 
tormentors 2? ' *'Tis their only muſfick to hear how 
their miſerable patients roar, to hear their bones 
crack: *Tis their meat and drink, to fee how their 
fleſh frieth, and their fat droppeth ; to drenchthem 
with burning metal, and to rip open their bodies, 


and to pour-1n the fierce buraing braſs into their - 


bowels, and the receffes' and ventricles of their 
hearts. What thinke#f thou of thoſe chams'of dark- 
nels, ofrhoſe inſtruments of cruelty 2 Canft thou be 
content to burn > Seeſt thou how the worm gnaws> 
eh, how the' oven gloweth, how the fire ragerh ? 
What ſayeft: thou to that river of brimftone, that 
dark and horrible vault, that gulf of perditton? 
Wilt thou take” up thy habitation here? Oh, lay 
thine ear to the door of hell :- Heareft thou the cur- 
ſes and blaſphemies, the weepings and the watlings ; 
how they lament their folly, and curſe their day ? 
Matth. 22, 13- Rev-16-9, How do they roar, and 
yell, and gnalh their teeth > - How deep are their 
groans? How feeling are their moans > 'How un» 
conceryable are their miſeries > If the ſhnieks of 


Corah, Dathan, and Abirem were fo terrible (when - 


the earth clave afunder, and opened her mouth, 
and ſwallowed. them up, and all that appertained 


' to them,)' that'all Iſrael fled at the cry of them, . - 
Numb. FIT EL Oh, how fearful would the cry - 
be, if God thould-rake off the covering -from the - 


mouth'of hell; "and ler the cry of the damned af 


cend4rtall ts terrour among the children of men? --- 
And fall thei da I 


H their moans and mileries; this the pier- 


eng, killing emphaſis and burden,” fer ever, f m_ | 
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Why, as God liverh,' that made thy ſoul, thou ar 
but a few hours diftant from all this, except thoy 
repent, and be converted. 

Qbk! Iamevea loſt and {walloweg up in the a ſ to; 
bundance of thoſe arguments -that I mignt ook the 


It there be any point of wildam in all the world Ml *th: 
1s to repent, and come 1n.z yt there be any thing (+! 
righteous, any thing reaſonable, this 1s.1t : If therefl in 
be any thing in the-world that may be called. mad ſ8 m 
nels and folly,- and.any thing that may be. countell 25 
ſottiſh, abſurd, brutiſh, unreaſonable; it is this, toll P/ 
goon m thine unconyertedelitate. Let me beg thee, M wi 
as thon wouldft not wilfully deRtroy thy ſelf, to kW th 
down and weigh, beſides what hath been ſaid, thee il of 
following motives, and let.conſcience ſpeak, if. be ar 


not reafon that thou ſhould&nepent and turn, =” 
A I, The God that made thee. goth moſt graciouſly invite bg 
thee. | ro 


Firſt, His moſt ſaveet end merciful nature doth invite G 
thee. O the kindneſs.of God, his working hownh [c 
his tender mercies! They, are infinitely above our 
thoughts : Higher than beaven, what.can we do? MW i 
Deeper than hell; what can we kagw? Fob 11.7,8,9 MM ti 
He & full.of compa ſpon, and gracious; long lyffering, al WM 
plenteoma in- mercy,- Plal. 86..x 5... This 1s; a great.ar- WW 6: 

ta perſuade finners to.come.n 3; Turn wit 
#be Lord your God, for be 5s PſA, merciful, flow i 
anger, of great kindneſs, 4nd repen;eth him of the evil. If 
God would not repeat of the evil; it were ſome dil. 
eouragement tous, why we ſhould nor repent. If 
there were no hope of:mercy, 1t were no ſifch won- 
der if rebels ſhould ſand gut: But neyer had ſubjeds 
ſuch a gracious Prince, ſuch piety, patience, £c- 
; —  ency, Pity, to deal with, as you have. ; H#þo.k 4 
' God like unto thee, that pardoneth . iniquity? .& - 
4.18. Ofinners, ſee what a God you-haygtodeal 
with ! If you will bat turn, He wall turn ah 
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have comp from on you : He will ſubdue your iniquities, 
and caſt a8 your pns into the depth of the ſea, v.19. Re- 
turn unto me, {aith the Lord of hoſts, and IT will return un- 
20 you, Mal. 3. 7- Zech. 1.3. Sinners do not failinthat 
they have too high thoughts of God's mercies, but in 


\that,. 3.” They overlook bis juſtice. 2. They promiſe them- 


ſelves merry out of God's way. His mercy 1s beyond all 
imagination, Ts. 5 5+ 9.great, mercies, 1 Chron. a1. 13. 
manifold mercies,'Neh. 9. 19. tender mercies, Pſat, 
25.6. ſure mercies,. Iſa. 55 3- everlafiing mercees, 
Pſ4l. 103-17. T{4- 54-8: and all thine 'own, if thou 
wilt but-curn- Art thou willing tocomein? Why, 
the Lord hath laid afide his terrour, ereQed a throne 
of grace, holds forth the Polen ſceptre: Touch, 
and hve., ,, Would a merciful man flay his enemy, 
when proftrate It tus feet, acknowledging hiswrong, 
begging pardon. and offering to eater with him in- 
to a covenantof peace ? Much Jeſs will the merciful 
God. Scudy his name, Exod. 34: 7. Read their ex- 
ferience, Neb. 9.17... 


pecondly, Hi foul-encouraging calls and promiſes do - 


invite thee. &h, What an earnet ſuiter' 1s mercy to 
thee ! How lovingly, how.mfantly m-calleth. after 


ws, © % : 


thee! Hawgaionately it wooeth thee ! Rerwrn, zbour | 


back- ſliding, 1\rael, ſaith 2be Lord, and I will nos cauſe 
mine enger ts fol apon you ; for T © merciful, ſaith the 
Lord, and I will nor keep anger for ever Only achnow- 
ledge thin? iniquity. Turn, O back-ſliding children, ſaith 
the Lord, for I am married unto you : Return, and I will 


4 


. 


many lovers, yes rerurn unto me, ſaith the Lord, Ter. 2, 
LI,1:,12, 14,22. AS L live, [4ith the Lord God, I ba 
no pleaſure in the death of the wicked, but that 'he turn 


from bis way, and live : Turn ye, turnye, from your evit - 
ways ; for why will ye die, O houſe of litag! ? Ezek.33.11, © 


If the wicked will turn from all bk fits that be hath prong 
mitted, aud key all my ſtatutes, and dothat which is law- 
ful 
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heal your back-ſtidings. Thou beſt played the harlot with © 
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ful and right, be ſhall ſurely live, he ſhall not die. © Alt 
h.tranſereſſuons that he bath committed, they ſhall not be 
. mentioned unto him: In bi righteouſneſs that be hath 
done ſhall he live. Repent, and turn your ſelves from all 
your tranſgreffions, ſo iniquity ſhall not be your ruin. Caft 
away from you all your tranſgreſſions, and make you e, 
clean beart, and 4 new ſpirit ; for why will ye die, 0 
houſe of Iſrael? For I have no pleaſure in the death of 
him that dieth, ſaith the Lord God ; wherefore turn your 
ſelves, and live ye, Ezek. 18. 21-23, 30.31, 32. 

O melring, gracious words ! The voice of a God, - 
andnotof a man! This is not the manner of men, 
for the offended Sovereign to ſac ro the offending, 
traiterous yarlet. Oh, how doth mercy follow thee, 
and plead with thee! Is not thy heart broken yet? 
Oh, that to day you would hear his voice ! 

2, The doors of heaven are thrown open to thee, the 
everlaſting gates are ſet wide for thee, and an abun- 

entrance into the kingdom of heaven admini- 
ftred to thee. Chriſt now beſpeaks thee, ( as ſhe 
her husband,) Ariſe, and take poſſefion, 1 King. 
21. 15... View the glory of the other world, as fer 
forth in the map of the Goſpel. Get thee ap 1n- 
to Pi[zah of the promiſes. and lift up rhine eyes 
' weſtward, northward, ſouthward, and eaſtward 
and ſee the good land that is beyond Fordan, and 
that goodly. mountain. Behold the Paradiſe. of - 
God, watered with the ftreamy of glory. Arife, 
- and'walk through the land, in the lengrh of it, and 
inthe breadth of it; for all the land which thou ſeeſt, 
the Lord will give it to thee for evet; if thou wilt 
but return, Gen. 13. 14,15, 17- Let me fay to thee, 
as Paul to Agitps, Believeſt thou the prophets? Tf thou 
|  believeſti do but view what glorious thing 
are ({pokea of the city of God , .. Pſal. $7. 3. 
| know, that all this is here tendred in the name of 
God to thee ; As verily as-God is true, it hall Ea 
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for ever thine , if thou wilt but throughly turn. 
Behold the city of pure tranſparent gold, whoſe 
foundations are £ 
1 | cious ſtones, whoſe gates are pearls, whole light is 
# elory, whoſe temple is God. Believeſt thou this ? 
p If thou doft, art thou not worſe than diſtrafted that 
5 wilt not take poſſeſſion, when the gates are flung 
f I "pento thee, and thou art bid to enter? O ye ſons 
» I of folly, will ye embrace the dunghils, and refuſe 
the kingdom ? Behold, the Lord God raketh you up 
L | into the mountain, ſhews you the kingdom of hea- 
yen, and all the glory thereof ; and tells you, 41! 
thi will I give you, if you will fall down and worſhip me : 
x If you will ſubmit to mercy, accept my Son, and 
4 ſerve me in righteouſneſs and holineſs. O fools, and 
ſlow of beart to believe ! Will you court the harlot > 
he Will you ſeek and ſerve the world, and negle& the 
x eternal glory2 What! Not enter into Paradiſe, 
when the flaming ſword that was once ſer to kee 
he you out, 1s now uſed todnye you in! But you wi ! 
is. ſay, Iam uncharitable to think you infidels and un- 
Fo believers. Why, What ſhall I think you ? Either 
of you are I unbelieyers, that do not credit it;. 
zl or ſtark d1 ; 
excellency and eternity of his glory, agd yet do'fo. 
> Wy fearfully neglect it, Surely you have no faith, or 
of . i 20 reaſon; and I had almoft ſaid, conſcience ſhould 
fo tell you ſo, before I leave you. 3 
'Do but attend 'what is offered you : O bleſſed 
kingdom ! A kingdom of glory , 1 Theſ. 2. 1. a 
kingdom of righteouſneſs, 2 Pez. 3. 13. a kingdom. 
of peace, Rom. 14. 17. an everlaſting king om,, 
2 Pet. 1.11. Here thou ſhalt dwel!, here thou thalr. 
reign for ever, and the Lord ſhall ſet thee in a throne 
of glory, Marth. 1 9. 28. and with his own hand ſhall 
ſet the royal diadem upon thine head, and give. 
thee a crown, not of thorns (for there ſhall be na, 
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raced, that you know and believe the. . 
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finning nor ſuffering there, Rev. 21. 27, 22, 3, 4; 5.) 
not of gold (for this ſhall be viler than the dirt jn 
- that day, ) Þur a crown of life, Fam. 1: 12, a 
crown of righteouſneſs, 2 Tim. 4. $ a crown of ll Go 
glory, 1 Pez. 5. 4. Yea, thou halt put on glory asa 
robe, 1-Cor. 15.53. and ſhalt ſhine like the Su, ll 8. 3 
in tke firmameat, i the glory of thy Father, Marth, MW co 
13.43. Look now upon thy dirty fleth; thy clay, W yo1 
thy worms meat : This very flieth, this Jump, this M'ver 
carcaſe fha!l be brighter thanthe fars Dax. 13. ;, per 
In ſhort, Thou ſhalr be made live unto the Angels Ml par 
of God, Luk 20. 36. and benold his face in 1:2 Ml He 
teouſneſs, Pſal. 17.15. Look tm now, and re!] me, 8 Pla 
Doft than yet beiteve >, Tf not, conſcien:e mui pro- Ml ſen 
nounce, thee an fie! ; far it is tkevery word of ll fro 
God thac I ipeak.,: .. : the 
But if thoit ſay thou behtereR, let menext know WM di 
thy reſolutions. Wilt thou embrace this for thy MM 12. 
happineſs ? . Wilt thou forego thy finful gains, thy MM of 
forbidden pleatiirez ?- Wilt thou trample on the MW Rn 
world's efteem, and ſpitit the haxlor's face, and ſtop Ml de: 
thine ears at her flatierjes, and wreft thee our of I anc 
herembrazes ? Witt chou be content to'take up with the 
prefers repraath and poverty, if it lie-m_thy way IN the 
heaven, id follew the Lord with humble felf- F 
denial, ina mortfed-and fleh-dijfptcating life If MM inf! 
fo, all is thine, andrhat for eyer.” And artnoft theu WM bef 
fairly offered ? Is jt not pity but he ſhould be dain- WW. you 
6 that will nee1s g93. on and periſh, when all I Sur 
this may be had for the taking 7 In a word, Wilt I He 


& thounow.cloſe with theſe proffers > Wilt thou take IN be 1 


God at his word ? Wilt thou $0 thy hol4-fa! of ſho 
the world, and. rid thy, hands. of thy fins, Abd lay, tha 
k61d on eternal life> If not; let confiience tt 


| thee i te | 

r thou art not diffracted, or bewitcked, that I live 
thou ſhouldſt nezlet ſo happy a choice; by which Ml 17. 
thou ſonh oe tiadefor ever. ho nid ws 
3.G! 
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3. Goll wi, ſertle unſpeakable privileges as preſent 
on thee, 1:Cor. 3.22. HED. 17s 213,.24+ Though the 


full of your bleſſedneſs fhall"be. deferred till hereafter, yer 


God will gtve you nolittle things in hand. g 

He will redeem you From your:thraldom, Fe. 
8. 36. He will pluck you from the paw of thy Taon, 
G9]. 1. 13. The ferpent ſhall bruile your. þeel, but 
you ſhall bruiſe his head; Gen. 3. 15.. He ihall deli- 


'yer you from the preſent evil world, Gel. 1- 4. Prof- 


perity ſhall not deſtroy you : Adverfity ſhall not fe- 
parate between him and you, Rom- $, 35, 37, 3s. 
He will redeem you from the power; of the gray 
Plat. 49. r5., and make the King of terrours Aa.metl- 
ſenger of peace ro you. He will take out the Gurie 
from the croſs, Pſel. 119. 71. and make affliction 
the firung-port, the fan, the phyfick, to blow off the 
claff, purthe the metal, = purge the mind, Dan. 
12,10. Iſ4-27. 9, Hewillſaye you from the arreſt 
oi the law, and turn the curſe into a blefiing to you, 
Rem. 6. 14- Gal. 3.24. He hath the keys of hell and 
death, and ſhutteth that no man openeth, Rev. 3. 7. 
and 1. 18, and he will ſhut ts mouth, as once he did 
the Lions, Dan. 6. 2.2. that you ſhall not be hurt of 
the ſecond death, Rev. 2. 11. 4 

Bur ke will not only fave you from muſery, but 
inſtall you into unſpeakable Prerogatives : He will 
beftow himſelf upon; you, he wrll be a friend unto 
you, and a father to you, 2 Cor. 6. 18. he wall be & 
Sun and a ſhield to you, Pſal. 84.11. In a word, 
He will be-a Gad to you, Gen. 17.7. And what can 
be ſat4 more > What you may expet that a God 
ſhould do for you, and be to you, that he will be, 
thathe will do, She that marries a Prince, expects 
he ſhould do; for her like. a Prince, that ſhe may 
Ive ina faitable ſtate, and have angn{werabledow- 
ſy. Hethat hath a King for his father, or friend, 
expects -he ſhould do for him like a King- Alas 4 
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the Kings and Monarchs of the earth, ſo. muck. 
| bove you, are but like the painted Butger- flies. z 
moneft the reſt of their Bd or the fair coloure 
Palmer-worm amongſt the reft of the worms, { 
compared with God. he doth mfirutely exceel 
' the glory and power of his glittering duft, ſo} 
will, beyond all proportion, exceed in deing fer hi 
he 19g whatever «$194 can ws for eget: He 
will give you grace and glory, and with-hold ne 
good thing from you, Pſal. 84. 11 He will takeyou 
for his ſons and daughters, and make you heirs 
tus promiſes, Heb 6. 17. and effablith his everlaſting 
- covenant with you, Fer. 32.740. He will juſtifie you 
from all that Jaw, conſcience,Satan, can c'arge up 
on you, Rom. 8. 33. 34. He will give you free accel 
'  -mto his preſence, and accept your perſons. and re 
ceive your prayers, Epheſ, 3-12. and 1.6. 1FoÞ. 5.14 
He will abide m you, and make you the men of hs 
and ho!d a conftant and friendly commy- 
mon with-you, Feb. 14.23. and 15. 15- 1F0h«1-3. 
ts ear ſhall be open. his door open, his ſtore open 
at all times to you. His bleſſing ſhall rcft upon you, 
and he will make your enemies to ſerve you, 
-work about all things for godd unto you, Pſal. 115. 
13. Rom 8.28, , 
4. The terms of mercy are brought as low as poſſv!t 
- ko you. God hath Rtooped as low to ſinners, as wit 
.* honour he can.” He will not be thought a fautor 
of fin, nor ſtain the glory of his holine's : And whi- 
| ther could he come lower than he hath, unleſs he 
thoauld. do this * He hath abated the impoſliible 
terms of the firſt Covenant, Fer. 3, 13+ Aſar. 5. 36. 
AR. 16.31. and 3. 19. Prov. 18.13. He doth not 
impoſe any thing unreaſonable, or impoſſible, as? 
condition of life upon you. Two things were nc- 
ceſfary to be done, according to the tenour. of 
the firſt Covenant, by you: 1. That you four 
| " fath 


ſatifie the demands of Fuftice for paſt offences. 2. That = 

you 7 Why perform perſonally, perfefly and perpetually the 
whole Law for the time to come. Both thele are to us | 
impoſhble, Rom: 8. 3. But behold God's gracious. 
abatement in both : He doth net Rand upon fatiſ- 
faction, he is content to take of the Surety (and he 

* of his own providing too) what he might have 
exated from you, 2 Cor. 5. 19. He declares him- 
ſelf to have received a ranſom, Feb 33: ow 1 Tim. 
2. 6, and that he expefts nothing but that you 
ſhould accept his Son, and heſhall be righteouſneſs 

" and redemption to you, Fob, 1.12. 1 Cor. 1. 39. And 
for the future obedience, here he is content to 
yield to your weakneſs, and omit the rigour. © He 
doth not ſtand upon perfettion (as a condition of 
life, though he fill mſifts upon it as due) but 1s 
content to accept of ſmcerity, Gen. 17. 1. Prov. 1. 
20. Thoughyou cannot pay the full debr, he wrll 
accept you according to that which you have, and 
take willing for doing, and the purpoſe for the per- 
formance, 2 Cor. $. 12.- 2 Chron. 6. 8. Heb, 11, 17. 
And if you come in his Chriſt, and ſ& your hearts 
to pleaſe him, and make it the chiet of your cares, 
he will ir poi and reward you, though tle-veſlel 
be marred in your Kands,  - 

Oh, conſider your Ma'er's conleſcention. Let me ** 
ſay to you, as Naaman's ſervant to him ; My father, 
if the Prophet had bid thee do ſome great thing, wouldft 
thou not have done it ? how much rather when be {aith un- 

$0 thee, Waſh, an1 be clean? 2 King, 5. 13+ If God had 
demanded fore rerribie, ſome ſevere and rigorous, 
thing of you, toeicave eternal damnation, would 
you not have done it > Suppoſe it }ad beento ſpend 
all your days in ſorrow in ſome howling wilder- 
nels, or pine your ſelves with famine, or to offer 
the fruit of your bodies for the ſin of your ſouls, 2 
would you not have thankfully accepted eternal re- 
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demption, though-theſe had been the conditions? 
Yea, farther ; If-God ſhould have told you, you 
| ſhould have fried ta the fire for millions of azes, 

or been ſo-long tormented in. hell, would you nor 
have gladly accepted-it > Alas! all theſe are not 
io much as one {and in the. glaſs of eternity. 1s 
your offendeJ Creator ſhould have held you but 
one year upon the rack, and then bid you come 
and forſake yourfins, accept Chrift, and ſerve him 
a few years in ſelf-denial, or lic in this cale for eyer 
and ever : Do you think you ſhould have fnck ar 
the offer, and diſputed the terms, and have been 
unreſolved wherher you were beft to accept of the 
moon ? - O ſinner, return and live: Why ſhouldſt 
thou die, when life is to be had for the taking, and 
mercy.ſhould be-beholding to thee {as it were) 
to. be ſaved > Couldſt thou ſay indeed, Lord, I 
Jenew that thox waſt an hard man, Matth. 25. 24- thou 
hadf ſome little excuſe : But when the God of 
heaven kad hex ry ſo low, and bated fo far, if 
hy thou ſhouldſt ftand off, who ſhall plead for 

ee? 

Obj. Notwithſtanding all theſe abatements, Iam 
nomore able to perform thoſe conditions (in them- 
{elves ſocafie) of faith and repentance, and fincere 
obedience, than to ſatisfie and fulfil the Law. 

. Anſw. Theſe you may perform, by God's grace 
enabling ; whereas the other are naturally impol- 


* * 'fible in this fate, even to believers themſelves: 


But let the next confideration ferve for a uller 
anſwer? | 

5. Wherein you are impotent, God doth offer grace 10 
enable you. I have ftretched out my hand, an4 no manre- 
garded, Prov. 1,24. What though you are plunged 
into the ditch of that miſery, from which you can 
never get out ? Chrift offereth to-help you our ; he 
&rotcheth his hand to you, and if you periſh, pf 
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for refuſing his help. Behold, I fland at the door, and 

knock : If any man open ta me, T-will come At; Rev. 3. 
:0. What though you'are poor, afd wretthed, arid 
blind, and naked; Chrift offereth a-cure for your- * 
ot | þkndnels, a cover for yournakedneſs, Horry 6 
ot If your poverty, he rendreth you his righteon 

IF Wl his graces: I connſel thee to buy 'of me gold, that thow- 
ut Wl maxeft terich ; and white raiment, tht thou mayeſt be 
ne ll (lozthed; and anvint thine exes with eye-ſelve, that thou 
im majeſt fee, Rev. 3:17, 18. Do yott fay, The condirion 
er Bf is :mpoſiible, for I havenotwherewith tobuy > You 
a Wl muft know, that this buying is without money, and 
en IF without price, 7a. 55. 1. This buying 1s by Deging, 
he I and ſeeking with diligence and conſtancy ir the 
aft WW of God's means, Prov: 2. 3; 4-* God 'commandeth 
thee to know him; and 'to fear him. Doft thou ſay, 
©) ll yea, bur my mind is blinded, and-my heart is har- 

I WW denzd from hs fear > I anſwer; God dorh offer to 
ou BF enlighten thy mind, and to teach thee his fear ; thar 
of If is preſented to; thy choice, Prov. r. 29. For that they 

f zred knowledge, and did not chuſe the fear of the Lord. 
for I So that now, if men live in 1gnorance andeſtrange-. 

ment from the Lord, it 15 becauſe they will not under 
m | fand, and defire not the knowl-4ge of bis ways, Job '2.1+ '* 
n- WW 14. If thou crieft afrer knowtedge, if thou ſeekeft her ---- } 
TC « filver, 8c. then fbalt thox underſtand the fear of the | 

Lord, and find the knowledge of Gad, Prov.2. 3,4, 5+ 
ce" Wl Isnot here a fair offer > Turn you'«t my ne}, Be- 
W- bold, I will pour out my Spirit unto you, Prov. 1, 2 3+ 
*S- I Though of your ſelves you ean do nothing, yer you 
er may do all through this Spirit enablimg you ; and he 

' If dothoffer aGiftance to you. God bids you weſb, and 
0 I mcke youctean, If, 1.76, You ſay you are unable, 
'Q- a8 much as the Locpard to waſh out his ſpots, For. 
d I 13,23. Yea, but the Lord doth offer to purge you 
in Bf ſothart if you be filthy fall, It is through your own 
wilfulneſs, Exek. 24. 13+ T beve purged thee, and yy 
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waſf nod purged, Jer. 13. 27. O Jeruſalem, wile thou ta 
be made clean > When it once be? God doth wait 
when you will be made clean, when you will yield 
to his motions, and accept of his offers, and let him 
do for and in you, what you cannot do for your 
ſelves. You do not know how much God will do- 
upon your importunity, if you will but be reftleſs 
and inftant with ham, Luk.11.8. and 18. 5. 
If God hath not bound himſelf by expreſs pro- 
miſe to wicked men, to give them grace in the dili- 
ent uſe of the means, yet he hath given them a- 
Þundant encouragement to expect it from him, if 
they ſeek it exrneſtly in his way. His moſt gra- 
cious nature 1s abundant encouragement. If a rich 
and moſt bountiful man ſhould fee thee in miſery, 
and bid thee come to. his door ; wouldft thou nor, 
with confidence, expect, at thy coming, to find 
ſome relief > Thou art nct able to believe, nor re- 
pert} God appoints theeto uſe ſuch and ſuch means, 
1norder to thy obtaining faith and repentance: Doth 
ot this argue that God will betow theſe upon thee, 
8 thou doſt ply him diligently in prayer, medita- 
tion, reading, hearing, ſelf-examiation, and the 
FT ref of his means? Otherwiſe God ſhould but mock 
> his poor creatures, to put them upon theſe ſelf-de- 
" ning endeavours ; and then, when they have put 
hard to it, and continued waiting upon him for: 
grace, deny them at laft. Surely if a ſweet natured 
man would nor deal thus, much leſs will the moft | 
merciful and gracious God. 
L intended to have added many other arguments, 
but thele have ſwoln under my hands ; and I ho 
the judicious Reader will rather look upon the 
weight, than the number. 
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The Coneluſfion of the whole. 


A ND now, my brethren, let me know your 
minds: What do you intend todo ? Will you 
3 on, and die ; or will you ſet upon a through and 
peedy converſion, and lay hold on eternal] life? 
ow long will ye linger in Sodom? How long will 
ou halt between two opinions ? 1 King. 18. 21. 
; Fe you not yet reſolved whether Chrift or Barab- 
" Bs, whether bliſs or torment, whether the Jand of 
> W-ebul, 1 King. 9-13, Or the Paradiſe of God, be the 
i Wetter choice > Is it a diſputable caſe, whether the 
bana and Parphar of Damaſews, be better than all 
he ſtreams of Eden ; or whether the vile puddle of 
n be to be preferred before the water of life, clear 
s cryſtal, proceeding out of the throne of God, 
nd of the Lamb ? Can the world, in good earneft, 
jo that for you, that Chrift can? Will it fland by 


t yon to eternity 2 Will pleaſures, titles, lands, trea- 
ures, deſcend with you ? Pſal. 49. 17. 1 Tim. 6. 7. 
*© Wfnot, had you not need look after ſomewhat that Wi 4 
be zl? What mean you to ſtand wavering; to be cf 1 
+ i d on? Foohſh children! How long will you flick 
i. (<®eccnthe womb and the world > Shall I leaye you - 
ve aſt no farther than Agrip2e, but almoſt perſia- 
. <4? Why, you are for ever loſt, if lefr here: As 
be ro0d not at all, as not altogether Chriftians. You 


are half of the mind to give gre your former neg- 
« Mligent life, and to ſet to a ſtrit and hely courſe ; you 
could wiſh you were as ſome others be, and could 
| do as they can do: How long will you reft in idle 
( wiſhes, and fruitleſs es? When will you 
come to'a fixed, full, firm reſolve» Donor” 

you ſee how Satan gulls you, by tempting you ro' 
Wiclays? How long hath he told youon in the way 

of perflition > How many years kaye ycu been pur- 
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2 know, in thk thy day, the things that belong. unto t 


- * 


fing to amend > What if God ſhould have taker Wy 
you off this while 2 _ 


ba wed | | cus 
Well, pot'me cor off with' a dilatory anſwer: Wilt: 


' Tell me not of hereafter, I muft have your preſent Wunu 


eonſent... If you be not now reſolved, while the Wi: 
Lord 1s treating with you, and woving of you, mic 
leſs are you like to be hereafter, when thele impreſiif} 
fions are worn out, and you are hardned through 
the deceirfulnefs of fin. Will you give me your 
hands? Will you ſet.open the doors; and give the 
Lord Jeſus rhe full and preſent poſſefran ? Will you 

ut your names into is'covenanit > Will you ſub- 
fxibe> Whar do you reſolve upoa? If you are (ill 
upon your delays, my labour is loft, and all is like 
to come to nothing. Fain I would, that you ſhould 
now put 1n youf adventures. Come, caſt in your 
lot, make yout choice: Now i the accepted time, ww 
i the day of thy ſalvation ; To day if you will bear bi 
voice, Why not this be the day from whencs 
thou ſhouldft be able to date thine. happineſs? Why W trove 
ſhouldf thob' venture a 4ay. longer in this danger- Mierrer 
ous and dreadful condition > What if God ſhould Mown 
this night require thy foul 2 0+ that thou mighnf wiltt 


peace, . before they be bid from rbine eyes, Luk: 15. 42 MW wher 
This is thy day, andit 18 bur a day, Feh. 9,4. Othen WW Be 
haye had theix day, and havye received their doom; He w 
and now art thou brought upgs the Rage of this IE heart 
world, here ape thy part for a whole eternity. MW ded t 
Remember thou'art how wpon thy good behaviour W t10u! 
for everiaſting ; if thou make not a wiſe choice Wl in th 
now , thou art undone: for _ ever. . Look what I what 
thy preſent choice 1s, ſuch muſt thicie eternal con- I thou: 
dition. be, - Luk. 10+ 4: and 14:25. Prov, ue 27 WI ledor 


28, 29, | — 
Andi it true, indeed > Is life and death at thy Bl offers 


ckojce? Yea, 'tis 45 true as truth, is, -Deur. {Ha rit: ( 
b : } * 6 £ 


Thy then, what hinders but that thou ſhouldft be 
appy ? Nothing doth or can hinder, but thine own! 
iltul negle&, or refuſal. It was the paſſage of the 
unuch to Philip : See, bere is water : What doth bin- 
ler me to be baptized > SoI may ſay to thee : See, here 
is Chrift ; here 18 mercy, pardon, life: What hin- 
ters, but that thou ſhouldſt be pardoned, and fſa- 
ed> One of the Martyrs, as he was praying at the 
fake, had his pardon ſer by in a box, (which, in- 
Weed, he refuſed deſervedly, becauſe upon unworthy, 
erms:) But here the terms are moſt honourable 
andeafie. O finner, wilt thou burn with thy par- 
don by thee > Why, do but forthwith give up thy 
conſent to Chrift, to renounce thy fins, deny thy 
uld Mclf, take up the yoke, and the croſs, and thou car- 
our Mrief the day, Chrift is thine, pardon, peace, life, bleſ= 
ww Mcinelſs, all are thine : And 1s not this an offer worth' 
 b4 Wthe embracing > Why ſhouldft thou heſitate, or: 
nc:  doubtfully diſpute about the caſe ? Is 1tnot paſt con- 
Vhy M troverfie, whether God be berter than fn, and glory 
per WM better than vanity > Why ſhouldſt thou forſake thine 
uld-Wown mercy, and fin againft thine own life > Whery 
of wilt thou ſhake off thy ſloth, and lay by thine excu3 

les > Boaſt not thy ſelf of to morrow, thou knoweſt not 
4% MW where this night may lodge thee, Prov. 27. 1. | 
15. Beloved, Now the Holy Spirit 1s ſtriving with your * 
im; He will not always ftrive. Haft thou not felt thy 
tis WF heart warmed by the word, and been almoft perſua- 
uty. WJ d:d to leave off thy fins, and come in to God » Hafſt 
our WJ t10u not felt ſome good motions in thy mind,where- 
uc IF in thou haft been warned of thy danger, and told 
hat I what thy careleſs courſe would end in? It may be 
on- EF thou art like young S«muzl, who, when the Lord cal- 
27 8 ledonceand again, he knew notthe voice of theLord, 
154m. 3.6, 7. But theſe motions and items are the 
thy Wl offers, and eſſays, andralls, and ftrivings of the ſpi- 
13-£ Fit: Oh, take the advantage of the tide, and know 
ws day of thy viſitation. | Now 


Now the Lord Jeſus ftretcheth wide his arms tj 
receive you: He befcecheth you by us. How mc 
vingly, how meltingly, how pitifully, how paſſio 
nately he calleth ! The Church 1s put into a ſudd 
extaſie upon the {ound of his voice, The woice of m 
beloved, Cant. z. 8. Oh, wilt thou turn a deaf ear tc 
his voice 2 It 1s not the voice that breaketh the Ce 
dars, and maketh the mountains to skip like a calf, 
that ſhaketh the wildernels, and divideth the flame: 
-of fire : It 1s not Sina7's thunder, but the ſoft and 
. fill voice. It isnot the yoice of Mount Ebal, a voig 
of curſing and terrour ; but the yoice of Mount Ge. 
ritim, the voice of bleſſing, and of glad tidingy of 
good things. Itis not the yoice of the trumpet, nat 
the noiſe of war; but a meſlage of peace from the 
King of peace, Epheſ. 6.15. 2Cor. 5. 18, 20. Ms 
' thinks it ſhould be with thee, as with the Spouſe; 
My ſoul failed when he ſpake, Cant. 5.6. I mayſy 
to thee, O finner, as Martha to her ſiſter, The Maftn 
& come, and be caKeth for thee, Joh. 11.28. Oh, now, 
with Mary, ariſe quickly, and come unto him. How 
ſweet are hisinvitations ! He crieth in the open con- 
courſe, If any man thirſt, let him come unto me and 
drink, Joh. 7. 37. Prov. 1. 21. He broacheth his own 
 bady for thee : Oh, come and lay thy mouth to his 

" fide. How free is he ! He excludeth none : hoſe 10w 
ever will, let him come and take the water of life freely, 9ut 
Rev. 22.17, Whoo & fimple, let him turn itt bither, W 40d 
Come, eat of my bread, drink of the wine which I han I four 
mingled. Forſake the fooliſh, and live, Prov. 9+ 4, 5,6. 2% 
Come unto me, 8c. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of ſins 
me, end ye ſhall find reſt umoyour ſouls, Matth.1 1. 28,29. | {2 
Him that cometh to me, I will in no wiſe caſt out, Joh. I "if 
6.37. How doth he bemoan the obftinate refuſer? © 74 
'O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem ! How often would I hve g& I 112 
#h9red thy children, as a hen gathereth ber chickens uw 29! 
der her wings, and ye would nor ! Matth, 23: 37, ay _ 


| The Concluſion, 7x 
Ie, behold me : I have ſtretched out my hands all the day 
a rebellious people, Ta. 65. 1,2. Oh, be perſuaded 
ow at laſt, to throw your ſelves into the arms of 
DVS, ; 
Behold, O ye ſons of men, the Lord Jeſus hath 
rown open the priſons, and now he cometh to 
ou (as the Magiftrates once to them, AM. 16. 39.) 
nd beleecheth you to come out. If 1t were from a 
Palace, or a Paradice, that Chriſt did call you, ir 
ere no wonder 1f you were unwilling ; (and yet, 
ow eaſily was Adam tolled from thence! ) bur it is 
rom your priſon, firs, from your chains, from the 
lungeon, from the darkneſs, that he calleth you, 
[[4, 42. 6, 7, and yet will you not come? He cal- 
Jeth you unto liberty, Gal. 5. 13. and yet will you 
not hearken ? His yoke 1s eaſte, his laws are liberty, 
lus ſervice freedom, Matth. 11.30, Fam.1.25. 1Cer. 
7.12. and (whateyer prejudices you have againft 
his ways) 1t a God may be beliey ed, you ſhall find 
them all pleaſure and peace, and ſhall taſte ſweet- 
nels and joy unutterable, and take infinite delight 
and felicity in them, Prov. 3. 17. Pſal. 119. 165. 1 Pet. 
1.8, Pſal. 119. 103,111. 

Beloved, I am loth to leave you: I cannot tell 
hoſe-W how to give you over. I am now ready to ſhut up, 
eel, Wy Put fain I would drive this bargain between Chriſt 
ther, WJ and you, before lend. What ! Shall I leave you as I 
beve I found you at laft> Have you read hitherto, and are 
5,6, not yet reſolved upon a preſent abandonung all your 
mn of © fins, and clofing with JetusChrift> Alas, What ſhall 
129. 1 fay> Whar ſhall I do > Will you turn off all m 
ſoh. © importunity > Haye I run in vain? Havel uſed fo 
ſer? © many arguments, and ſpent ſomuch time to per- 
g&-F} ſuade you, and yet muſt fir down at laſt in difap- 
uw pointment > But it is a ſmall matter that you turn 
me off ; you put a flight upon the God that made 
you, you reject the bowels and beſeechings of a Sa- 
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T72 * The Concluſion. | 
viour, and will be found refiſters of the Holy Ghoff 


AR. 7.51. if wy will not now be prevailed with te 


repent, and be converted. 
. Well, though I have called you long, and ye hay 


refuſed, 1 ſhall yet this once more lift up my voice 


like a trumpet, and cry from the higheſt places « 
the city, before I conclude with a miſerable Conclz. 
matum eft. Once more I ſhall call after regarcley 
ſinners, that, if it be poſſible, I may awaken ther, 
O earth, earth, earth, hear the word of the Lord, Jer. 11, 
29, Unleſs you be reſolved to die, lend your ears 
to the laſt calls of mercy. Behold, in the name of 
God I make open proclamation to you : Hearken ur. 
#0 me, O ye children : Hear inſtru#ion, and be wiſe, ani 
refuſe it not, Prov. 8. 32,33. 

Ho, every one that thirſteth, come ye to the waters, 
and be that hath no money, come ye, buy and eat : Tu, 
come, buy wine and milk, without money, and without 
price. Wherefore do you ſpend your money for that which 
4 not bread, and your labour for that which ſati:fiet\ nt! 
Hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which i god, 
and let your ſoul delight it ſelf in fatneſs, Incline you 
ear, and come ye unto me ; hear, and your ſoul ſhall live; 
and I will make an everlaſting covenant with you, even 

the ſure mercies of David, Ifa. 55. 1, 2, 3- 

Ho, every one that is fick of any manner of diſeaſe 
or torment, Matth. 4. 23, 24. Or 1s poſſeſſed with an 
evil ſpirit, whether of pride, or fury, or luſt, or co- 
vetoulſneſs, come ye to the Phyſician, bring away 
your fick : Lo, here is he that healeth all manner of 
fckne(s, and all manner of diſeaſes among the people. 

_ Ho, every one that 1s 1n debt, and every one that 
1s in diſtreſs, and every one that is diſcontented ; ga- 
ther your ſelves unto Chrift, and he will become a 
Captain over you, He will be your protection from 
the arrefts of the Law, he will fave you from the 
hand of juſtice. Behold, he is an open lanRyary to 


yOu 


ou, - 
Away 
avens 
overt 


Ho. 
att 


cules 
this e 
Prop 


Epbeſ 
worc 
huml 
his w 
13-3 
wilt 


\ 


\ 


7ho 


hay 


VOICE 


es ( 


mcle. 
Clel 


hem, 
py 5 * 

ears 
10 of 
1 un. 


anl 


th td 


" The Concluſion. I73 
ou, he is a known refuge, Heb. 6. 18. Pſa!. 48. 3. 
way with your ſins, and come in unto him, left the 


ayenger of blood ſeize you, leſt devouring wrath 
overtake you. 


Ho, every ignorant ſinner, come and buy eye-ſalve, 
at thou may'ſt ſee, Rev. 3.18. Away with thine ex- 


cuſes ; thou art for ever loſt, if thou continueſt in 
this eſtate, 2 Gor. 4- 3- But accept of Chriit for thy 


Prophet, and he will be a light unto thee, Iz. 42. 6: 


Epbeſ. 5. 14. Cry unto him tor knowledge, ſtudy his - 


word, take pains about the principles of Religion, 
humble thy ſelf before him, and he will teach thee 
his way, and make thee wiſe unto ſalvation, Marth. 
13. 36. Luk. 8. 9. Foh. 5.39. Pſal. 25.9. Butif thou 


wilt not follow him 1n the painful uſe of his means, . 
but fit down becauſe thou haft bur one talent, he - 


will condemn thee for a wicked and ſlothful ſeryant, 
Matth. 25. 24, 26. 

Ho, every profane ſinner, come in and liye : Re- 
turn unto the Lord, and he will have mercy ufon 
thee: Be intreated. Oh, return, come : Thou that 
haft filled thy mouth with oaths and execrations, all 


manner of fins and blaſphemies ſhall be forgiven - 


thee, Mar. 3. 2.8. if thou wilt but throughly turn un- 
to Chriſt, and come in. Though thou waft as un- 
clean as Magdalen, yet put away thy whoredoms out of 


thy fight, and thine adulteries from between thy breaſts, . 
and giveup thy ſelf unto Chrift, as a veſſel of holi- - 


nels alone for his uſe ; and then, though thy fins be as 
ſcarlet, they ſhall be as wool ; and though they be as crim- 
ſon, they ſhall be as white as ſnow, Luk. 7. 37. Hol. 2. ts 
I The. 4. 4. Iſa. 1. 18. ; 

Hear, O ye drunkards, How long will you be drunt- 


ken? Put away your wine, 1Sam. 1.14+ Though you -. 
have rolled in the vomit of your fin, take the vomit . - 
of repentance, and heartily diſgorge your beloved - 


luſts, and the Lord will receive you, 2 £0r- 6 27- 
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Give up your ſelves unto Chrift, to live ſober! 
righteouſly and godly ; embrace his righteouſneſ? 
accept his government ; and though you have bee 
iwine, he will waſh you, Rev. 3. 6. 

Hear, O ye looſe companions, whole delight is i 
vain and wicked ſociety, to ſport away your ti 
in carnal mirth and jollity with them ; come in a: 
wildom's call, and chufe her, and her ways, and 
you ſhall live, Prov. 9. 5, 6. 

Hear, © yeſcorners, hear the word of the Lord: 

Though you have made a ſport at godlineſs, and the 
profeſlors thereof ; though you have made a ſcorn 
of Chriſt, and of his ways; yet, even to you doth he 
call, to gather you under the wings of his mercy, 
Prov. 1. 22,33. Ina word, Though you ſhould be 
found among the worſt of that black roll, 1 Cor.s. 
9, I0, yet, upon your through converſion, you ſhall 
be waſhed, you ſhall be juſtified, you ſhall be fanti- 
fred, inthename of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit 
of our God, ver. 11. 
Ho, every formal profeſſor, that art but a luke. 
warm and dough-baked Chriſtian, and refteft in the 
form of godlineſs ; give oyer thy halving, and thy 
halting ; be a throughout Chriſtian, and rakes 
'and repent ; and then, though thou haſt been an of- 
fence to Chrift's tomach, thou ſhalt be the joy of 
his heart, Rev. 3. 16, 19, 20. 

And now bear witneſs that mercy hath been offer- 
ed you: I call heaven and earth to record againſt youthi 
day, that I have ſet before you life and death, bleſſing and 
curfing ; _—_— chuſe life, that you may live, Deut- 
30. 19. I can but woo you, and warn you; I cannot 
compel you to be happy ; if I could, I would. What 
anſwer will you ſend me wich, to my Maſter > Let 
me ſpeak unto you, as Abraham's ſervanc to them; 
And now, if you will deal kindly and truly with my Mt- 
fer, tell me, Gen, 24.45: Oh, for ſucha happy Gow 
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as Rebekab gave to them, Gen. 24- 57, 58. And they 
ſaid, We will call the damſel, and enquire at her mouth. 


[rl 
nels 


gowith this man ? And ſhe (aid, I will 20. Ohthat I hdd 
but thus much from you ! Why ſhould I be your ac- 
uſer, Matth. 10. 14, 15. who thirſt for your ſalya- 
tion > Why ſhould the paſlionate pleadings and 
wooings of mercy be turned into the horrid aggra- 
vations of your obſtinacy, and additions to your mi- 
ſery> Judge in your ſelves: Do you not think their 
| the fl condemnation will be doubly dreadful, rhat ſhall 
corn ſl fill zo on 1n their ſins, afcer all endeavours to recall 
hh them? Doubtlels, it ſhall be more tolerable for Tyre 
2rcy, MW 4nd Sidon, yea. for Sodom and Gomorrah, in the day 
d bel of judgment, th.im for you, Matth. 1 1. 22,24. 
”.6, Beloved, If you have any pity for your periſhing 
ſhall fouls, cloſe with the preſent offers of mercy : If you 
1ti-V would not continue and increate the pains of your 
pirit MY travailing Minifters, do not ftick in the birth. If the 
God that made you have any authority with you, o- 
uke- MW bey his command, and come in. If you are not the 
the Wl deſpiſers of grace, and would not {hut up the doors 
thy MW of mercy againft your (elves, repent, and be conver- 
ous, ted. let not heaven ſtand open for you 1n vain : Let 
10f- not the Lord Jeſus open his wares, and bid you buy 
y of © without money, and without price, in vain: Let not 
his Miniſters, and his Spirit, ſtrive with you 1n yain, 
fer- © 2nd leave you now at laſt unperſuaded, left the ſen- 
this I tence go forth againft you, The bellows are burnt, the 
and I 124d 5 conſumed of the fire, the founder melteth in vain: 
eut MW Reprobate filver ſhall men call them, becauſe the Lord 
not I bath rejefted them, Jer. 6. 29, 30. 
hat Father of ſpirits, take the heart in hand, that is too hard 
Let I for my weakneſs : Do not thou have ended, though T bave 
m; | done ; half 4 word from thine effetual power, will do the 
Ma- i work, O thou that haft the key of David, that openeſf 
when n0 man ſhutteth ; open thou thi heart, as thou didff 
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And they called Rebekah, and ſaid unto her, Wilt thou - 
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Lydia's, and let the King of glory enter in, and mu 
this ſoul thy captive. Let not the tempter harden him i 
delays : Let him not ſtir from thi place, nor take hi eye 
' fromtheſe lines, till he be reſolved 0 forego bk fins, and, 
t9 &ccept of life upon thy ſelf-denying terms. In thy name £ 
O Lord God, did I go forth to theſe labours ; in thy nan 
do IT ſhut them up : Let not all the time they have coſt, by 
but loſt hours ; let not all the thoughts of heart, and al 
the d4ins that have been about them, be but loſt labog, 
Lord, put in thine hand into the heart of this Ready, 
and ſend thy Spirit, as once thou didſit Philip, to jon 
himſelf to the chariot of the Eunuch, while he was real 
ing the word. And though I ſhould never know it whi 
T lrve, yet T beſeech thee, Lord God, let it be found « 
that day, that ſome fouls are converted by theſe labours: 
And let ſome be able 10 ftand forth, and (ay, thaty the} 
perſuaſrons they were won unts thee, Amen, Amen. Lt: 
him that readeth ſay, Amen. 


Mr.Alleine s Counſel for Perſonal and Family-Godline(s 


Eloved, Ideſpair of ever bringing you to ſalyz- 
tion, without fanGification ; or pollefling you may 
of happineſs, without perſuading you to holinels. WW do ji 
God knows, I have not the leaft hope ever to le rity 
one of your faces in heaven, except you be con-W deal 
verted, and ſan&tified, and exerciſe your ſelyes ml chaf 
to godlineſs. I beſeech you, Rudy perſonal godl- WM Let 
neſs, and family-godlineſs. ven] 
I. Perſonal godlineſs. Let it be your firſt caret0o Fl you 
ſetup Chrift in your hearts: See that you make a I fine: 
your worldly interefts to loop to him, that you be I ſatic 
entirely and unreſervedly devoted unto him. It you and 
wilfully, and deliberately, and ordinarily harbour El four 
any ſin, you are undone, Pſal. 68. 21. Exek. 18-20-Win y 
See that you unfeignedly take the laws of Chrift, 4s 
the rule of your words, thoughts and actions; an 
. lubj6vs 
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ſubject your whole man, members and mind faith- 
ully to him, Pſal. 119. 34. Rom. 6.13. It you have 
otatrue reipe@ to all God's Commandments, you 
Tre unſound at heart, Fſal.119.6, Oh, ſtudy to get 
he image and impreſs of Chrift upon you within : 
Begin with your hearts, elſe you build without a 
foun{ation- Labour to geta ſaving change within ; 
er elſe all external performances will be tono pur- 
poſe : And then ſtudy to ſhew forth the power of 
codliceſs in the life. Let piety be your firſt and great 
buſineſs : 'Tis the higheſt point of juftice to give God 
his due. Beware tl\at none of you bea prayerleſs per- 
ſon; for that is a moſt certain diſcovery of a Chrift- 
leſs, and a graceleſs perſon ; of one that 1s a very 
ſtranger to the fzar of God, Pſal. 14: 4+ Fob 15. 4. 
Suffer not your Bibles to gather duſt : See that you 
converſe daily with the word, Foh. 5. 39. That man 
can never lay clatm to bleſſedneſs, whoſe delight is 
not in the law of the Lord, Pſal. 1. 1, 2. Let medita- 
tion and ſelf-examination be your daily exerciſe. 
But piety, without charity, 1s but the half of 
Chriſtianity ; or rather, impious hypocrifie. We 
JOU may not divide the Tables : See therefore that you 
nels do juſtly, and love mercy, and let equity and cha- 
nity run, hike an eyen thread, throughout all your 
CON dealings. Be you temperate in all things, and let 
MB chaſtity and ſobriety be your undivided companions. 
Xi- MI Let trath and purity, ſeriouſneſs ard modeſty, hea- 
venline(s and gravity, be the conftant ornaments of 
your ſpeech. Let patience and humility, fimplicity 
lincerity ſhine out in all the parts of your conver- 
u Def ations. See that you forget and forgive wrongs, 
you F and requite them with kindneſs, as you would be 
our tound children of the Moſt -High. Be merciful 
n your cenfures, and put the moſt favourable con- 
ftruftion upon your brethren's carriage, that their 
«tions will reaſonably bear. Be ſlow 1n promiſing, 
punctual 
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punQual in fulfilling. Let meekneſi and inocency, affablenet 
yieldingnefs and courrefie commend your conver-ations to all men 
Let none of your relations want that love and loyalty, that rey 
rence and dity, that tenderneſs, care and vigilancy, which thei 
ſeveral places and capacities call for: This is Nrnnone godlineſs, 
L charge you before the moſt high God, that none of you be found 
a {wearer, or alyar, aqvvcr ot evil compiny, ora (offer, or ny 


condit1 
ural el 


licious, or covetous, or a drigzkard, or a g'1rron, unrighteous in his fi00, 1 
dealing, unclean in his living, or a quar:c/!er, ora thief, ar a back. {Mis, © 
biter, or a railer : For I denounce unto yea, from the livine God Mhave 1 
that deſtrution and damnation is the c::d of all ach, Prov, 12, 20 Wb 4 4 
Jam. 5.12. Rev.21.8. tCer.6. 9,10, Gal. $. 19, 20, 21, Dorh r 


2. Family-godlineſs, He that .nait ſer up Chriſt in his heart, 4. | 
will be ſure toſtudy ro ict him 'pÞ in his houſe. Let every family houlc-] 
with you b2 a Chriſtian Church, « 7. 16. 19. every houſe a houke little t 
of prayer: Lerevery houſe-holder ſay, with Joſhua, I and my Louſ In labc 
wilt ſerve the Loyd, Joſh. 24. 15: avd refolve with David, I wi 
walk within my houſe with a perfet? heayt, Pial. tor. 2, Let ne 
preſs upon you a few duties in general : | 

Firſt, Ler Religion be in your families, not as a matter by the 
by, (to be minded at leiſure, when the world will pive you leave, 
but the ſtanding bufineſs of the houſe : Let them have your prayer 
as duly as their mea!s, Is there any of your families, but have time 
for their taking food ? Wretched man ! Canſt thou find time toeu 
in, and not find time to pray 1n? 

Secondly, Settle ic upon your hearts, that your ſouls are bound | 
up in the ſouls of your family. They are commirted unto you, and uppli 
(if they be loſt through your negleR) will be required at your hank. {&*% 1 
Sirs, if you do not, you ſhall know, that the charge of fouls is a Mfve: 
heavy charge, and that the blood of fouls is a keavy guilt. O man, find n 
Haſt thou a charge of fouls to anſwer for, and doft chou nor yet be- WJ 97 
Ric thy ſelf for them, that their blood be not found in thy Skis? { 2uline 
Wilt thou do no more for immortal ſouls, than thou wilr do for thy fave t 
beaſts that periſh ? _ What doſt thou do for thy children and (er- will 
vants? Thou provideſt meat and drink for them, agreeable to their Jer. 2 
natures: And doſt thou nor the ſame for thy beaſts ? Thou give God's 
them medicines, and cheriſheft them whea they be fick : Anddoſt God? 
thou not as much for thy (wine ? More particularly, Ut be 

I. Let the folemn reading of the word, and finging of Palms, with 
be your family-exerciſes, I/a. 3 4. 16, Joh. 5. 39. Pſal, 118. 15. Jam, 
[See Chriſt fingiog with his family, viz. his Diſciples, Matth, 26. JJ 1 
309. Luk. 9.18.] fry 

2, Letevery perſon in your families be duly called to an account F e 
of their profiting by the word heard or read, as they be about do-W* the 
ing your own bufinet. This is a duty of conſequence unſpeakibe, 

a 
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+nd would be a means to bring thoſe under your charge to remem- 
ber and profit by what they receive, See Chrift's example in cal- 
ling his family to an account, Matth; 16. 11,13, 15: 
2. Often rake an account of the ſouls under your care, concern- 
ing their ſpiritual eſtates, (Herein you muſt be followers of Chriſt, 
Matth. 13. 10, 36, 51. Mar.4.10, 11.) Make enquiry into their 
M condition, infift much upon rhe ſinfulneis and miſery of their na- 
ural eftate, and upon the necefliry of regeneration and conver- 
in hi: ſion, in order to their ſalvation: Admoniſh them gravely of their 
back. Mfins, encourage beginnings : Follow them earneftly, and let them 
God {bave no quiet for you, till you ſee them ina ſaving change. This 
2. 20, Mis « duty of high conſequence, but (Tam afraid) fearfully neglected. 
Doth not conicience ſay, thou art the man? 
hear MY 4: Look to the ſtrict ſanQtifying of the Sabbath by all ou 
ail houſe- holds, Exod, 20. 19, Levit.23 3, Many poor families have 
hoy MWlittle time elſe. Oh, improve but your Sabbath-days as diligently 
houſe" labouring for knowledge, and doing your Maker's work, as you 
do the other days in doing your own work, and I doubt nor but 
you may come ro ſome iy, 
5. Let the Morning and Evening-facrifice of ſolemn prayer be 
daily offered up in all your families, Pſal. 92. I, 2. Exod. 30, 7,8, 
eave, k. 1. 9, 10. Beware they be not found among the families that 
rayen not upon God's name : For why ſhould there be wrath from 
e time Wihe Lord, upon your families? Fer. 10. 25. O miſerable families, 
without God in the world, that are without family-prayer ! What, 
have you ſo many family-fins, family-wants, family-mercies ! what, 
ound Mend yer no family-prayers ? How do you pray with all prayer and 
, and M'upplication, if you do nor with family-prayer ? Epheſ. 6. 18. Say 
hands, W'®ot, I have notime. What! Haft thou all thy time on purpoſe to 
ls is a M{erve God, and fave thy foul ; and yer is this it for which thou canft 
| man, WI $1nd no rime ? Find bur a heart, and I will find time : Pinch out of 
2: be. = meals, and ſleep, rather than want for prayer. Say not, My 
uſinefs will not give keave: This is the greateſt bufineſs, to 
2 thy {fre thy RIE and the ſouls commirted to thee. Beſides, a wher 
d (er. {vl benolert. In aword, the —_—_ all is to be got by prayer, 
» their Jer: 29; 11, 12. 2 Sam: 7.29. And what is thy bufines, withour 
oiveſt God's blefling? Say not, I am notable: Uſe the one talent, and 
4 doſt MI God will increaſe, Mazth. 25. 24. &c. Helps are to be had, till thou 
Ut berter able ; But if there be no other remedy, thou muft joyn 
alms, MI With thine abler neighbour ; God hath ſpecial regard to joint prayer, 
8. 15. Jam. 5.4, to 19. AB. 12. 5, 10,12. 2 Cor. I. 11. and dredkes 
þ, 26. 1% muſt improve family-advantages for the performing of it. 
6. Put every one in your families upon private prayer. Ob- 
count {ſerve whether they do perferm it, Ger them the help of a form, 


ur do-YE they need is, vill they are able to go without it, Dire them 
kable, | ea rk CERES 
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how to pray; by minding them of their fins, wanis and mercs 
the materials of prayer. This was the pratice of John, and 
Jelus, Lyk, 11. 1, 2, &c. 

7,Sert up carechiting in your families,at the leaſt once ey 
Have you no dread of the Almighty*s charge, that you ſhould rear 
theſe things diligently to your chiidren, and talk of them as you ſit 
your houſes, &c. Deut. 6.6,7,8,9. and 4.9, 10. and II. 18,19 
and train thens up in the way wherein they ſhowld go, Proy. 22. 6.6 
margin. Hath God (o commended Abraham, that he would text 
his children and houſhold, Gen. 18.19. and that he had many j 
ſtrutted ſervants, Gen. 14. 14. {ce the margin, and given ſuch apy 
miſe to him thereupon ; and will not you pur in for a ſhare, neiths 
in th2 praiſe, nor the promiſe? Hath Chriſt honoured catechifing 
with his preſence, Luk. 2. 46. and will you not own it with yor 
practice ? Say not; they are carelels, and will not learn : What han 
you your authority for, if not to uſe it for God, and the good « 
their ſoals? You will call them up, and force them todo your work 
and ſhould you not at leaſt be as zealous in putting them upon Gof 
work ? Say nor, they are dull, and are not capab!e : If they bedy 
God requires of you the more pains, and patience ; but fo dull a 
they are, you will make thzm to learn how to work ; and can 
not learn as well how to live? Are they capable of the myſter 
of your trade, and are they not capable of the plain principles of 
R2ligion? Well, as ever you would ſee the growth of Religior 
the cure of ignorance, thz remedy of profaneneſs, rhe dowatall d 

rrour, fulfil you my joy in going through with this duty, 

Will you anſwer the calls of divine providence ? Would you re: 
move the incumbent, or prevent the impending calamirties ? Woul 
you plant nurſeries for rae Church of God ? Would yeu that Got 
ſhould build your houſes, and blets your ſubſtance ? Would yourhar 
your children ſhould bleſs you, that-your ſervants ſhould blefsyou 
Oh then ſer up piery in your families, as ever you would be blefſe: 
or be a bleſſing : Ler your hearts and your houſes be the temples 
the living God, in which his worthip (according to all the fore-mer 
tioned dire&ions) may be, with conſtancy, reverendly performes 
Prov. 29.1. He that being often retroved, hardneth hu neck, 
ſuddenly be deſtroyed, and that without remedy, Oh, be wik | 
Zime, that'you be not miſerable to eternity, ENDY 
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Divers Pradtical Caſts of Conſcience 
Satisfactorily Reſolved. 
any is 


apo], Wherein ſbould Chriftians be ſingular in 
"city cheir Obedience ; or what may they, and 
| muſt they do more than others? _ 

111, What may and muſt « Chriſtian be and 
wor if <0 that be may pleaſe God ? 

"ill. Wherber any man 5s able jn this life to 
come upto the Example of Chriſt in this, to 
do always thoſe things that pleaſe God? 

IV. What wearineſs in , and ſ3 to 
» May fi and with grace,and-w not ? 
| © To which are -added ſome 
COUNSELS 2nd. CORDIALS. 


, © H A P. EL ; R 
The ſingular Duties of Chriſt ians. 
ty Caſe of Conſcience % 
on Mat. g. 45-1, 
What dg you more than others ? 


e. 1, VA THerein ſhould Chriſtians be ſingular in 
I rfteir Obedience ! Or-whar\may they, 
and muſk chey do more than others ? | 


A A. Take 


2 Caſes of Conſcience 

A. Take the anſwer in theſe 16 Rules containing the 
Charaer and Compals of a Chriſtian. | 

Rule 1. Heartily to love them that ſlight you, and ty' 
wihh and ſeth the goed of theft that bate you,” and ſein 
hurt you : This is the very thibg urged in the Tex, 
If you ſelute your Brethres only, and love them that (oi 
you, do not even the Publicans the ſame? Mat. 5. 44. 46, 
To love them that do reſpe&t and value us; this 
every one can do; but to love rhem truly chat think 
meanly of us, and have prejudices and hard thought 
agaiuſt us, and+ro ſpeak well bf them that ſpeak 
evitof as:(as che fweer fpiriced Catvin.) [Let Ls 
ther cal meDaog or Deul,, 1 will ſay of him neverthe hs 
hy is a precious. ſervant "of Chrift Zeſus. | . This is to 
more than athers. Thus-the Martyr Cranmer, of 
whom it was a Proverb [ Do the Biſhop of Canrerbar 
4 diſpltalure, and ou (hall eur have bim your Fried, 
Thus ther: Holy- Map, -in his much tro be admire 
parting .whrds, [_ I. bad never. any greater pleaſure in all 
my leſe than to Jorget and forgive injurits, and to ſhew 
kinane(s to them that Jought toil to me.) 'Scudy who 
have offended you, and diſobliged you, and flight- 
<d you, and keep up good rhoughtsof them, (if the 
cafe wilt 'bear it) and*fpeak nortring bur good of © |;, 
them, and think, what kindneſs youqnay ſhew them: 
pray far them, wiſh wulle them, (6 ſhatt you be the Childr MY j; 
of your Rather which is in Heauln, Mat. 5g. 4 5. 

Rule Il. To ſwim againſt the fiream of the multitude: : ye 
Thi dead flo will ſwim with, but che {ting again|t the 
fiream.! Many will turn Jews when their intereſt . 
axill carry 1c 1n_the world: when Religian-1s Jo fa- 
ſhion, every one will be init : But to bear head a- 
gainſt the currenr of the times, and to be for ſtrift lc 
Gedlineſs in all your ways, when the fiream runs 
guireagainſt ic, ro bearit down, and to refolve as Q 
Darzid did.to be vet more vile, this is to be, and to do 
mmcte than others, - The Samaritats will needs be yo 
when 


+» . 
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Judicwouſly Reſolved. 3 
wheft Alexander favours helps rhem, but whe® 
Jntiochus bloodily; gages vin chem, (as in theE- 
time of ceahtts:) rhen rhey will be none oft chE© 
kin, but prerend t Ives to be of another ſtock, 
(which by the ways gyas.\ the reaſon of the deadly 
hatred afterwards beryeen'the Fews and them.) Bur to 
be ſingular in your good. choice and reſolutions, wick 
Jobua, though all ſhould Yore againſt you with one 
conſent, and wikh Noah ro be perfect in ou generati- 
ons, when never ſo adul;erous, and td wa'k with God 
when all fleſh have corrupred their way, and rread « 
contrary courſe, this isxo do more than others. Thus 
the rhree Children, or : rather the three Champt- 
ons (who would not fear the flours of' che-mwlcicude, 
nor the frowns of the great ones, nor the charge of 
fingulariry, bur when all rhe Princes , Governours, 
Caprains, Counſellors, Sheriff , and all the Peop! c 
Nattons and Languages fell d&wn and worſhipped, , 
they ſtood by themſelves, and would not. fiatully 
comply. Dan...3- 2x 5, 18. ns "43g © 

Rule ILL To take moſt care of that which is moi ozt 
of fight. A Chriſtians eye 1s moſt on rhe chings leaft 
ſeen ; firſt rp bis baart, herein he doth exceed rhe 
righreouſneſs of the : Phariſees, whoſe great care was 
ro keep all far and cleatr .thar came ro view, bur 
looked ,ng farcher,: Make, grear conſcience of your 
carriage 1nfecrec,..and ler your main guard be upon 


b your hearcs, and this will be;more than others reach 
f to, This was Paul's care, to.keep'his conſcience, his 
. Y Plide clean, and undefiled, As 24 16. And Jobs 
f care, thatthough all che world did reproach him; he 
4 might nor purareproach in the' mouth of his con- 


ſcience, Job..27. 6. and-Datids' care thar: his. heart 

might be clean. 2, Vpon bis hope.  Orhers look ro che 

tiungs ſeen, chings in hand : bur the crie Belicvar 

ey*s his bopes, walks by faith, not by fight 3 and livesa 
| A2 th | 
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4 Caſes of Conſcience 
| differenr life from ay others jn the world, be 
- Yftdes: As living uponthe hopes&yf Heaven, doth dif 
fes from livisg on the pleaſures and 
of the world. \21n*:* | 
Rule IV. To be merciful to Whers- failings, and wh 
ſevere to our own. The Noble RSthan Catocould more 
eafily —_— any than himſelf,” To aggravate our om 
evils, and to have an excuſe ready for our b 
and to cenſure our ſelves freely, and to come with 
the mantle behind vs co cover our brother, this isQ 
do more than others. The Hipocrite is a cenſurer a. 
broad : he is Jike the eye that can ſee any thing burit 
ſelt : hecan diſcertia moar in his brothers eye, bur 
not a begm in his own. But the ſervanr of God re. 
bukes others wich meekneſs, bur falls ont cafily and 
birrerly with himſelf. , 
Rule V, To ſuffer rather then to fin. This was Moſts 
chcice, bus the hyþocrices is quire contrary : h* 
c1oturhs iniquity rather than affiition, To go: {6 
tar with Chriſt as our way lies together, is ro dono 
more than an unſound Profeſſor may reach to : The 
- Tryal 1s when Chriſt's intereſt and ours do croſs ; 
and we muſt eicher baulk our duty, or our ſafety and 
advantage. famous Martyr nnder 7ulian, 
would not give one half-peny towards the 'build- 
?ng of the Idols Temple, though he-was cffered_ his 
J11e by the Emperour on. thoſe terms. The Godly 
High Prieft Eltezar, when the Nobles perſwaded 
him ro car ocher mear under colour of wines 
tieth, and they would perſwade the King, Antiochus 
char he had eaten ſwines fleſh, would die rather 
chan ſtatn his Profeſſion with the nce of evil. 
When a man ſhall lie tn outward miſery and have a 
door of deliverance-open, it he will bur fin, aud 
ver he will not accepe of it, as thoſe Worthies in 
Pan's Vaxyrology ; this is to 60 more than others, 
Heb. 11. 366 Rule 


RUITS- 
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/Rule VI- To rejoyee #n loſſes Cirif, and gion) in 
th Craſs. When orhers be diſcouraged arche news. 


8 of hardſhip ; as that forward and. ſeemingly re- 

in W (olved Diſciple 3 or ſhall be offended as ſoon as the 

WH Sun of perſecution is ip. When we ſhall Tzbe plea- 

| Uh t in infirmites, in tribulations, and, rejoyce that we are 
more WY courted worthy to ſuffer ſhame for the name of Chriſt 1 


this is ro do more than others. When che ſervants of 
God ſhall uor only patiencly and trizmphaztly undergo, 
with WW the Croffes, that crack the brains, and brea\ the 
; 150  hiearrs of others, an ſhall ſhake off rhe Viper wich- 
<ra WW out receiving any hurt; when Pay! and 43/as (hall 
Vucir il ſing ia the Srocks, and che reſolved Afartyrs ſhall 
bu WW embrace che Fagocs, and kiſs the Scrake : When 
| re. WW the Valianc Philpos ſhall fay of his Priſon [| 5+ the 
and WH judgment _ Oe we are in Hell, but I find in it the 
WW ſweet con of Heaven ] and the holy Bradjrd, 
Wis [ My Prijon is ſweeter to me than any Pariogr, thas aw 
bh BF pleaſure Thave bad in all my life.) This is indeed to 
ſo exceed orhers. 


no Rule VIL Tobe good when we {ball be tvil ſpoken of 
The for our labowr. A Phariſee will do thoſe dutics cha: 
$; wil! gain applauſe with men, bur to rake up with 
nd deſpiſed duties, diſgraceful duties, and wich Devid 


an, ro be religious, when it (hall render him Vile 3 his 
d- is ro do more than others, The Pht!oſopher could 

his ſay, It is noble indeed, jor a Man to do well, when he 
ly bnows be [Hail bear ill for it, Totake up Religion when 


ed every one kicks ir oft, roftand up alone wich: Lxthur 

es for the truch, when the whole world is 2 wag: 
us dering afrer the Whore, To have his hand agathft 

IT every man, and to be for Chriſt with Athanaſius 2- 

l eainſt the whoſe Univerſe ; his is indeed ro.do ſome 
0 ſingular chmg. | 

d Rule VII. To flrike is with-Gods intereſt when it 3s 
n ' fa'ting. To joyn our ſelves wich che. Lords people, 
, when "ir is the weakeſt to eſpouſe their intereſt 


A3 with 


s Caſes of Ones 


with Moſes, when they were in deep affliction, þ 
.IF. 25,26, Toown our ſelves to be ſome of then 
unda untedly, when this way is every where ſpoke 
ney! this is to rread Antipodes to the courſe ofthk 
world. | 
Rule IX. To' be wo8t cruel to the f that is naturaly 
M1! dear, The hypocrire hides his fweer morſel under 
his rongue, he ſpares as It were the fatreſt of rheCa; 
tcl, he ſatth, The Lord param his ſervant concerning thi, 
thirg : Bur-when a man ſhall off with.bis right bang byt 
ont with his right ge, (ſerve his Abſalom, as 7oab did, tm 
when he took three darrs and thruſt thorow his hear, fly 
this is do more than others; "The fincere Chriſta Þ* 
is moſt angry with the fm of his Temper, again Ml 
this he aims the arrows of all his pray He bin il * 
him ſrom bis iniquity, he drives the whelle herd , 
before him, bur eſpecially ſhoors ar, and ſingle q 
out this torun it down. 
Rule X. 7o live upott the divine promiſts when othy: 
live upon their poſſeſſions. Ochers are all for what i | 
in band, with rhem words are but wind ; they can- 
not live upon them : the promiſes are to them a bar- 
re beath and dry breafts : but when we make the pro- 
miles our brritage, the ſtaff of our life, rhe life of our 
hearrs, when the promiſes are the botrle we run to 
in 4!l our fainting : and while orhers hope in their 
"Wealth, our hope is in the Word: This is to do 
'more than orhers, 
- Rule XT. To louethat beſt, ard chooſe it ſooneſt, which 
doth treſs the Fleſb moſt. The godly mans rule zs to tak! 
* the felſ-denyal aſide, (o he be ſure it be ſafe z#®when 0- 
thers ſtudy is to pleaſe themſelves, his is to curb bin 
ſelf : The life of others is a fliſh-pleafing , his a [tj 
denying life ; others joy is,. when they can gratifit 
themſelves, his, (when he can get vidory. over himſelf.) 
Rule XTf. To be maſt bot in that wherein ſuf is /raſt 
concerned. Pauls meek as a Lamb unter” perſonal 
$1200 Fn 10jurics, 


injuries,” 1 £07, 4+ 12» Aﬀs 3...16. but how is- his 
ſpiric ſtirred when Gad is difhonoured ? A man.of 
underſtanding is of a cool ſpirit, that is jn his own 
concern :; but Majes the meek waxes hot with indig- 
pation ar the ſight of the Calf. To be hot and for- 


tural ward in thoſe duties where-the fleſh's incereſt 15 
under WW concerned, is to do more than a Febu, 2 Kings 10: 
neCa. lf 15, 30. 
ng thi Rule XIII. To mabe & true conſcience of the leaſt firs, 
has WY but moſt conſriges of the greateſt. Tn one of theſe wii 
b did, WY the hypocrie be found nents It may be he will 
hean, WW fly from open fins, and ſtartle at groſs ſtaring fins 
Itian bur of licle ſins he makes lictle conſcience 53 This 
painſ} he allows of and connives at. Or clic he will be 


very tender of little things, ſcruple the picking che 
earns of corn on the Sabbath-day, or rhe caring of the 
ngles fick, and ſtrain ax the gnat: whenhe will in other 
rhings ſwallow a Camel , devour widows houſes. 


they The ſincere-will indulge no fin : grieves for , groans 
It is under, crics out feelingly” againff his very _ 1nfirmi- 


h- ties ; but moſt dread whar God moſt hates 
bay. Rule XTV. To allow your jelvgs in the neglutt of n0 
pro duty, but to rejerue' your x4al for the duties of moſt weight, 
ur To tithe mint, and cummin, and negict judg- 
to ment, mercy and faich; ro be zealous for humane 
Ir Ceremonies, Ordinances and mens Tradicjons, an4 - 
lo omir the weighrtier matrers of rhe Law , is -right the 
Phariſees guiſe, Mat. 23, 23. Mat.15.2« To gye 
< both the Tables to joyn ſweetly rogerher morality 
Y ard piety, e punRual with men , bur nor care- 


» leſs of God; to give to Ceſar the things that are Ce-- 
Þ . ſar*s,bur firſt ro give ro God the things that be 50d-+, 
, this is to do more than others. The-fincere Chri- 
ſtian hath reſpeR ro all Gods Commandments: walks 
1n all his ſtarutes3 he is throughout with God, bur he 4 
is moſt-zealous in. thoſe chungs:. chat lie nexc the - 

heart of Religion., 


Ah: Rule. / 
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Rule XV. To. love your Reprovers, Herein Dali ©* 
. doth more -than' Ahab, ſee their contrary frame, Ml \*© 
1 Kings 72, 8. Pſal. 141. g. 4 __ 
Rule XVI. To ſubjet? all your worldly bnteref} to you 
Makers glory, and | holy duties with ho 
ends, and while ot do their beſt ations wi 
carnataims : you muſt do your common and ciyi 
actions wich heavenly aims, 


a 


— 
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hog 
Q How may we bnow'whither we be, and do mort tha 
others that are wnſound ? - (0 PP 

I ſhall-aniwer rhis Queſtion, by ding 
eight dy ren ro you, beſceching you to'ferire to 
the moſt folemn and firit ay make 
conſcience to give a clear anſwer to theſe few Inter. 
rogatories, and that will reſolre the Caſe. 

Q. 1. When otbers do pick and choofe, 'have you refprll te 
all Gods Commandnyws? * The Hipocrite may have 
grear reſpe& ro theTomſorts, but he hath linte to 
the Commands of Religion : he is much for the 
Priviledges ard prowiſes : lirtle for rhe precepts and 
ducies : He is partial in the Law : He will take bur 
here and there where he likes and where God com- 

miands will ſerve his intereſt, or- ac leaſf'will nor 
 przch roo hard upon the fleſh. The found Chriſtian 
ters 4]] Gods commands before” him : He eyes all 
his Copy - and heardlydefigns and ſtudies a through- y 
our conformity : He harh ho ftarri les, no con- 
trived haunts ; nor doth he halt eh the Lord 
and Baal ; nor ſerve two Maſters : He doth nor 
tcar the Lord and ſerve other Gods ; nor divides 
115 ſervice berween God and Mammon, bur he is 21} 
for uniformity and entirelydevored roto Gods ſervice 
and tear aione 2 He hach a good Conſcience willing | 
in all chings to live honeſtly, and doth truly though 
nor pertealy, forlake all his fins and keep aj} his ſta- 


ruſtes 


rates that are known to him : Lec me therefore a 
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otcwo queſtions, (1+) When others divide the Ta- 
bles, do you ſweetly conjeyn them in your praffice. 
The hypocrire may be is juſt and ſquare rowards men, 
buc follow him to his family or cloſer, you ſhall 
find bur lictle of God : His family is '\negleRted, his 


foul is negleted :. or it my be he 1s aforward firſt 


table man, but you hin tardy in the fe- 
cond. He will make many prayers-and long pra yers, 
yer make nocanſcrence of devouring widows hou- 
ſes, He is a great pretender to plery, but mean 
wile neglefts judgment and mercy. The-fincere 
| ether ; He is ſo far careful of juſtice with 
hat mean while he wilt not negle& the firſt 
pegr part of juſtice, viz, To give God his due. 
He dothy Juſtly, he loves merey, -bug withal- walks 
humbly with God : He walkerh ſoberly, wich re- 
fpe& to himlelf, righceouſly rowards his neighbour, 
and. godlytowards his r. He is not one of 
thoſe rhar are good only on 'their knees, bur you 
ſhall find ham every where conſcientious : you flat 
have telnperance ac his Table, chaſtity and modeſty 
in his Behaviour>grace and truch in his works, cha» 
rity 10 his deeds, faichfulnefs jn his cruſt, juſtice in 
his dealings. _ He doth nat only ſeem. co be Religt- 
ous, bur bridlerh oe z He is nor only- a good © 

Chriſiian, but a goed Ndighbour, not only a'geod man, 
bur a good Huzband, a good Mafitr, a dutiful Child,: a 
diligent and faithful Servant, a goed Subjes. '- In a 
word, he makesa-grear conſcience of diſcharging the 
ducies of his relations among men. (2) When 0- 
thers ſtick in exrernals, do-you look to the ſpiritual 
part of every command, and principally mind the 
mwards and virals. of Religion? Do you not only. 
make conſcience of performing dues, bur do yow: 
carefully look tothe manner of performing of cthenp 
andthe ends for which you. do perferm them-? - Ds 
A 5 Ju 


wo Pres t C0 ciexnce I n 
you not.only make conſcience of open , but of (« 
cret fins? Do youabound above 2ll in ſecret duties! MR &... 
Do you keep a watch. upon your hearts, and make ed 
,conſcience, not only. of the groſs aRs of ſin, but 
;eyen of ſinful choughts , inclinations and deſires? 
and are grieved even with your very infirmicies and 
the corrupt diſpoſition of your natures , which yoy 
- cannot help though you would ?—— | 
Q. Il. When others have their reſerves #n cloſing 
with Chriſt, Do you give up all to him entirely? Have 
you taken Chriſt not hand oyer head, bur dclibe- 
rately.,- underſtandingly , fitting. down firſt, and 
counting the coſt ? Have you nor ſecret reſerves for 
your own eaſe, (afety, eſtares, eſteem © e be- 
loved ſin? Have you upon ſolemn. con(i ac 
cepred Chriſt as the. Lord your righteotlneſs, for 
better for worſe, for all changes of times and, con- 
ditions? to run all hazards with him, and to take 
your lot-with him, fall as ir will? © 
Q. MI. When ethers are for 4 little of Religion. by 
the by. do you make Religion your buſineſs? Do you nor 
put oft, God wikhghe worlds leavings ? and ſerye him 
when you are! a lejifure? muſt not God ſtand by, 
while/the worlds firſt ſerved? And are not your 
ſouls:rhe leaſt of your cares ? And pur off with 
- fome. by-ſeraps, and exds of yourtime ? Is Reli 
giop your: Trade, -and-.your Converſation in Hea- 
ven?, Do, you walk with God? Or have you only 
pow- ang then a tyrn with him? When you have 
<tMied:yoor prayers, [1s there an end of your 
Religion till you come to them again ? | Or do 
vou carry on a defign of Religion throughout your 
whole courſe ? Have you only aliſt of Religion 
ar. the outfide of the peice ? | Or is the Woot of » 
Religian-- woven-'inco the whole cloath ? Into 
hearc andlife ? Into your diſcourſe and tradesand | 
ables ? - Do you-firſt. ſeek the Kingdom of God and 
be 


ts ? 


ff Puaiczon bd IPA. it? 
the Righttouſniſs thereof. ? DI it the chief care of youT * 
lives, iy gfe + A, and your fouls be fay- 
ed ? And igthis the one thing neceſſary with you 
thar you chiSfy mind, and are moſt ſolictrous a- 
bour ? Do your vety hearts fay with David, oze _ 
thing have I deſired 0f the Lord, that 1 will ſeth af- 
ter, Kc. . 

Q 1V, When others are for the wages of Religion, are 
you for the worþ ? Can you ſay with David, I have ch0- 
ſm thy Precepts ? Do you hearts come off freely 1n 
this choiſe ? Had you rarher, be holy than otherwiſe, 
if you were ar Youpchoiſe ? Had you rather be Gods 
ſervants, and live at his command, than art your 
own lufts ? Do you count the Laws of Chriſt your 
herirage,”or rather do you not- connr them your 
bondage ? Do you choole-not. only the wages of 
righreouſneſs, but the ways of righreouſneſs? Are 
Gods Commandments your delight ? And are che 
ſwtte? boſs of your thves the hours you ſpend 
wich him ? Do you never enjoy Your ſelves ſo much 
as when you moſt efjoy God ? Is his ſervice the 
greateſt comfort, and is it meat and drink .to you 
to do his will, (unleſs when you are nor your ſelves 
in the time of temptation or deſerrion? ) Bb you 
make uſe of holy duries only as men do of Phyſick 
when they are 1ll at caſe, when Conſcience Ilaſh-. 
eh, or aMi&ion ſtings. as 1t were, to conjure down 
the frightful furjes? Or co pacifie God, that he may 
not hurr you ? Or elſe do you uſe them as your dai- 
ly bread, andthe very ſtaff of-your life, and means 
of your comforts ? _ | 

Q. V. Whtn others are for the cheap and taſfie religi- © 
0x, are,you . for ſelf-dinyal ? _ When others are for the ® 
Religion that will ſerve them beſt, are you for that 
which will ſerye God beſt ? When others are all 
ypon the” ſparing hand, ang. will ſpare whac may 

ſpared, and ſtady how they may. beſt ſave char-. 
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_— afes of Conſcience 
ges in going to Heaven, are you of Princely ſpirits, 
to reſolve not to ſerve the Lord with that which 
will coſt you nothing ? Is your courſe of Religioy 
ſuch as doth puc your fleſh to ir, and"&roſs and curb 
irs defires, or do you love to give irwhat ir craves, 
and ſutfer itro rake irs own way ? Have you no eac- 
my you dread ſo much as ſelf ? Do you pamper ay4 
pleaſe ir, and make proviſion for ic? or do you pray 
and warch againſt ir, and grieve for ics unhappy in- 
firmiries in your ations ? And had racher than 
all the world thacthis enemy were under your" fcet, 

Q. VT... When others are for no mort of Religion thay 


needs muſt, are you for thebeight of Religion? The Hy- 


pocrite (88 one well ) is very ang lang what 5 
the loweſt pirch char a man may have,,and go to 
Heaven, and upon rhis defign, if he could” find bur 
this he would look no farther : Bur the fincere 
Chriſtizn, though ſarisfied that his Nate is ſafe, will 
reſt inno artaininents in grace, but reaches forward 
and preffes on, if # were Doffble, £0 attaln to the re- 
ſurrc&on of the dead. He that doth not defire, and 
atſign, and erdrawour prfeftion, never yet came uf 10 
fincerity.” A erue belivers defires hotneſs jor balineft 
fake, ,and therewre is ſer upon prfeing bolingſs 3 

Orhers de be ic only for heavens 
.* And thry bave fake, and thereforeare only for 6 
a falſe motion of much as will bear there cha 


- 


gs . 
Haven it feif thither; others make uſe of holine 


fe they might only asa bridge to. Heaven, and 
July defrre it, therefore are for no more than will 
| as #4 end” of Juſt fervertheircurn*The crue beli- 
erelr preſent ho- ever hacha holy nature,ard there- 
the þ it wo Jos poker opt ny and _ 
the fruition cural” employment ; and *he 
God in pefift- op deltre holineſs hone ey Its 
periethion in its kind : the God) 


9/270) 2% iis | 5 


' 


defires not holineſs becauſe jt js the way to Heaven, 
but he loves Heaven the: better for che holy way 


- that leads to it, and for the perfet holineſs which 1s 


there: | 
Q. VII. When others are all for the Salvation of Chyriff, 


are you as truly for Santlification by Chriſt ?* Do you 
take Chriſt as God offers him with all his offices 
and benefirs, to be both a Prince and a Saviour, to 
give you repentance as well as remiſſion of ſins 7 
Are ycu willing of the dominion of Chriſt, as wett 
as deliverance by Chriſt? Do you cloſe with his 
burden, as well as his benefirs ? Do you count his 
laws your hberry ? His goverpment not your bondage 
bur your 2riviledge ? His ſervice your freedom ? 
Po you goinChriſts ways, as in Jives of Ferrers ? Or 
do you run with enlargement of heart, delight or 
real willingneſs ? 

VIII, When others do mabe ſelf their end, do you 
ſet up God above all as your bigheſt end ? The hypocrite 
doth the ſame duries with the Godly, but with diffe- 
rent ends : He eats for himſelf and faſts for himſclt, 
and prays with no berter chan ſel-ends, and there- 
fore 1s rejeted. Now 1s it your greacdefign in your 
whole courſe to giorific God and enjoy God ? Do 
you countthis your whole buſineſs and blefſedneſs ? 
Do you make other buſineſs to ſtoop to this +Other 
tntereft ro/ yeild to this? Do your ſouls breath after 
this above all worldly good that Chriſt may be mag- 


ified in you ? Do you count your name and Jo 
dle- 


eftare as loſs, and the- delights. of ſenſe but pu 
water in compariſon of hes... 4 Conſcience give 
a comfortable end Fear anſwer to theſe Queſtions, 
go in peace : Blefſed are you of the Lord : Gods 
your Friend; Heaven is yur Herirage, The promi- 
fes are your Portion. C 


— 4 G2 theſe things ſhall. never be moved, "_- 


riſt is yours, all is yours, far © 


"—- . 
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A Neceſſary Caſe on 
1 Theſ. 4. 1. ' 


EV may, and muſt a. Chriſtian be, ang 
| do, rhat he may pleaſe God ? 
| A, To your pleaſing of "God ſomitthing i 
Meceſſary as to. your prrſons or eſtates, nd ſomttbing 2s your 
performance and atts. 

Firſt, As to your Perſons or Eſtates, it is neceſſs. 
ry tn general, rhat you be in a State of Reconciliati. 
on with God : Tf you would walk worrhy of the 
'Lord unto All-pleafing, you muſt firſt be Friends 
with him, for how can two walk together jexcept 
they be agreed ? Get rhe comroverfie raken up be- 
rween God and thee, and rhen thou ſhal: with Le, 
walk with God in peace, Labourto ge: the breaches 
made up, to have the Enmitry lain, to have divine 
diſpleaſure removed ! ri!lrhy pardon be obtained, and 
thy peace made, nothing thou - canſt do will pleafe 
God, he will be angry wich thy perſon, and angry 
wich thy pravers : Whar a tart Meſlage isthat co 
impenirent finners, Mal. 1. 10, God cannot take 
pteaſure in their perſons ; (1 bave no pleaſire in you 

. faith the Lord of Hoſts”) nor in any af their perfor- 
mance neither will T accept an ofria at your hand. | 
He {erh thar his ſoul had no detighe in them, . 
and rells them chey are unro him as a Veſſe! whertin 
there is mo pleaſure, Gen, 22, 28. It's the modeſt ex- 
4m of thar Veſſel into. which Narure empries ir 
elf, Come 1n chen, 4nd touch the golden Scepter, 
yeild to mercy, kifs the Son,” FEfign ro © hriſt : ac- 

| of che Peace tendred you m the Word of Re- 

- "conciliation, and chen God will be friends (more 

Rey ) chat you hay be in a State of Reconci- 
ljation, and ſon ? capacity of pleaſing God, you 
muſt follow the directions, * 


I. Put 


Padicionſly Reſolved) 'J 
1. Put off every 6s ; It is your iniquity that { 
make. 


ratech berween-you and your God : this is the 

bare. If thou wouldſt have God pleaſed, turn every 
ſin out of doors, pluck ir our, caſt it from thee”? 
It chou regard iniquity in thine b1art, God will not hear 
thee, nor 1egardthee, Plal. 66, #. If chou art of them 
that have pleaſurein anrighteouſneſs, the Lord hath n6 
leaſure in thee. He is not a God that hath pleaſure 
in wickedneſs, evil ſhall not dwell wich him : the 
fooliſh ſhall not ſtand inhis fight : he haterh all che 
workers of iniquity. See thar thou abandon every 
ſin that thaw knoweſt, ſpare not one Agag, not a 
right eye, not an Herodias :, for then' God will not- 
ſpare thee ; Give the Darling of thy boſom a Bill of 
divorce : fay to all thy Idols, get thee bence, God 
will not look to that man, chat looks pleaſantly 
upon any fin. The jealous God will not endure to 


| ſeethee hankering on the Harlots lips ; embraceing 


any ſip with delight : He will not bear ir, to fee 
thee ſmile upon any fin. He holds thee for a Tray- 
tor to his Croway it thou willingly harbour his Ene- 
my. Though thou be very diligent in -gods ſervice 
and preſenreſt him with multitudes of Sacrifices, and 
many Prayers, he will be pleaſed with nothing, bur 
hide his Face and ſtop his Ears, whilſt thou keepeſt + 
thine iniquities in thine hands, 1/2. r. 16, 19, 18, God 
will not amicably trear with them thac will norpur 
away the evil of their doings. O look intothine. 
hands, look into thy heart, look into rhy houſe ! mro 
thy ſhop !thy trade ! thy cailing ! ſee if there be not _ 
ſome way of wickedneſs, that thou art found in, - 
Thou canſt. not have"peace with God, nor heplea- * 
ſare in thee, ill this be removed, put off therefore 
the Old Man with his deeds. 

2. Put on the Lord Feſus Chriſt, Rom. 13. + 3 

Firſt, The red Robe of bis Righteouſniſs for juſtifite- * 


tiax, The Lord will neyer give thee a good look, nor - | 
| a ; 


\ 1» I 4 
a good word but in Chriſt ; He is a revenging, a 
conſuming fire our of Chriſt, bur ger on his Robs able 
and he will be well pleaſed. Enoch had/ this teſti. 
mony that he pleaſed God : but Chriſt had+ much 
more, that God was well pleaſed with finners, in and 
for him. Away with theſe rags, aud with theſe 
fig-leaves, How can the righteous. ſoul of God'but 
abhor you, whilſt in the menſtruous cloaths of your 
own-rightequſneſs? Dare not ro come to God bur 
wich Chriſt in your Arms '; Approach him noc bit 
in the garments of, your elder Brother, leſt you Car- 
ry away the curſe. Fobga's filthy garments muſt 
be pur off, and Chriſts Raymenc put on : or elſe 
there 1s no ſtanding before the bright and burning 
eyes of infinite holineſs, Pur on the Lord Jeſus in 
believing 3 thatis, accept of Fm in all his Offices, 
with all his inconveniences, and deliver up thy (ek 
to him : and this will intitle rhee ro his merits, and 
righteouſneſs,, 'Wirhour this norhing will avail. If 
thy head were waters and thine eyes a fountain of 
tears, if thou ſhouldſt wear thy rotigue to the roots 
with praying, if thou ſhouldſt weep an Ocean, and 
waſh hy ſelf 16 thine own brine :. all cou.d not -ger 
our one. ſpot: Norhing cag be accepred while thou 
art cur of Chriſt : and therefore in the firſt place ap- 
' ply chy felf ro him. God will accept of no gift bur 
off hs Altar, | 
 - aly, The white Robe of bis Grare of Sandtification, 
Rev. 5-11. Thou tharart in the feÞ, that is, unre- 
ms upſanRified, canft not pleaſe God, Rom. 8. 8; 
never think ro make up the matter by a Hietle mending 
and veſorming parcicular Atts : Man, thy beart muſt be 
* rwiewted, thy Nate muſt be elean altered, or God can» 
not be pleated, Mat. 16, 29,18. The Free muſt be 
made good, the Fountain muſt be healed,or elſe rhe 
fiream will be ſalt and rhe fruic ſower. If Chriſt be 
+  onceformed io thee; thar is, his jmage in.kis grace 
| Likeuels 


Fudixjouſly Reſolved. 7 
Likeneſs is the ground of Love : Similitude and ſui- 
ablenefs of Nature, is the Joad-ſtone of Aﬀe&tion. 
God catinot bur love his own likeneſs ; wouldſt thoa 
have his Favour * Wouldft thon_ be his delighr'? 
Then conform to his pleaſure, ſtudy to be like him, 
rifie thy (elf as he is pure. The righteous Lord 
bovech righreouſneſs : he defireth truth in the in» 
ward parts, and rakes infinite complacency in the 
4 of his people, Theſe are the Sptkenard and 
ffron, che Spices, the Beds of Lillies : the ſweer 
Oynments that Chriſt is ſo taker up with : Theſe 
are the Cinamon and the Trees of Frankiacenfe ; 
ing the Calamus and Camphire, the Myrrche and the 
is Alocs.: the Chains of the Neck, and the precious 
a, reſt, ne he is Bepy 2-o4þ _ oY fo 
X perlatively com Can. 4 9s is . 
- ment of Needle-work and Gold of Ophir, web 
Ir the Queen js preſented to her Royal Huzband,  Pſal., 
45+ 9, 3» Therefore as the EleR of God holy and 
$ 
1 
| 
| 


beloved, Col. $. 12,13. Put ye on bowels” of mercy, 
bindneſe, pur off all theſe, anger, wrath, malice, fiithy 
communication, and put on the new Man, Col. 3. p> 10: 
Particularly, let me commend to you ſome ſpecial 
graces which God doth manifeſt himſelf co be won- 
ly pleaſed withal. As ever you would pleaſe. 
God pet on theſe. 

L. Becleathed with Humility, 1 Pet, $. 5. ThisS2 
Garment which muſt be pur. on, or aſe you cannot 
be acrepted or ſaved, Mat. 18, 3. Heres the dreſs 
thar you muſt come ro God in, He muſt be ſerv'd 
in humility of mind, AQ. 20. 14. You muſt hum- 
ble” your ſelves ro walk with him, Mic. 6.9: Hu- _ 
milicy is a plain, but yer a comely* Garment. - This : ? 
grace doch eminently honour God 3 and there- : 
fore,God doth put a peculiar. honour upon, and © 
maiiifeſta maſt ſpecial delight in this. Of all the 7 
men in the world, this is the man that God Yor I 


Cafes of Canſcrenee 

look unto z even he that is poor ancfof a.conteis 
ſpiric, thar crembleth at his Word,Ifa. 66. 2. 

he be the high and lofty One, who inhabireth Erer- 
nity, whoſe Name is Holy : From whence the trem. 
bling foul is ready to conclude, that ſurely ſuch a 
fearful Majeſty cannot bur deſpiſe him : ſuch fip-Ml Pre 
hating purity cannor but abhor him : z** he will 
la (Te 49. 1 5. ) afide his Majeſty and bear with 
mans impurity, and condeſcend to moſt familiar - 
and conſtant communion and co-habiration with his MW off . 
duſt, when contrire at his feer, and proſtrate i and 
n humility. If thou wouldſt be acctpred of God, IN five 
come as Benbadads feryants to the King of Iſhras, MW vp 
with a rope about thy neck, and aſhes on thy head, MW to 
1 Kings 20. 32, think meanly, on thy (elf, and God þe 
will honour thee, x Sam. 2: 30. Putthy ſelf inthe © © 
tc 
n 
F 
x 
| 


loweſt rooms, and God will ſer thee higher, Be 
lictle in chine on oye, and thou ſhalr be high in his. 
A d hearr 2 proud look is with the 
firſi-born of abomination : As ever thou wouldit 
bave God well-pleaſed with thee, be throughly dil- 
pleaſed with thy. elf ; If thoudoſt thronghly loath 
thy ſelf, God doth love thee. If thou abhorreſt thy 
ſelf, God delighterh in thee. ” Be angry with chy 
ſelf, and che Almighty will turn away his anger 
' from thee : Condemn thy ſelf and God will acquir 

thee. - In no wiſe exrenuare thy fins vor juſtifie thy 
ſelf. Think the worſe of thy-ſelf, and be willing 
that others ſhould think meanly of thee, and hearri- 
ly love them-char {light thee.” This is the frame in 
which God is well-pleaſed : paſs ſeneence on thy 
ſelf, and God will 'abſolye thee : Serthy ſelf ac his 
foot-ſtool, and be will lifc thee up incothe Throne, 
Rev. 2. 

Il. Labour for ſincerity. This is not a diſtin& 
grace from the reſt, yer for Daftrine ſake Eiſpeak 
to. it, diſtiaQly. Uprightneſs is: the preat thing op 

; 9 


: 


Judiciouſly Reſatved. 


God looks after, and covenants for, Ge. 19. 1- It 
renders all our perſons and performances acceptd- 
able before God, Prov. 1. 8,*Such as are upright N 
the way are God delight, Provi 11.20. To theſe 
are all the promiſes. of peace, Salvation, - Pardon, 
Preſervation, Bleſſedneſs, Pſa!. 89. 146. In a Word, 
therE1s no good thing God will with-bold from, them that 
walk «prightly, Prov.28.10: This was Noab's pralſe,tbat 
he was upright in his generation, This was thar which ſer 
off 7ob ar ſuch a rate that God doth ſo'extol him for, 
and as ir were make his boaſt of him * che ſingular 
ſinceriry and imegrity of his, heart. Srudy. 10 be 
upright : ſee that the main . bent of . your hearts be 
to pleaſe God, ard honour him : That God'sincereſt 
be uppermoſt with you;; Thar he hath: the chick 
ſhare in you and the eye of the ſoul be principally 
to him ; for in this fancegzry doth conſiſt, as to your 
main ſtare. Let your great care be your hearts 5 
Here is a Chriſtians great work. . The Lord fecth 
not as' man ſeeth, for man looketh on the, ourward 
Phonr ets, bur the Lard looketh to the; Hearts's. 
echerefore that thou look to it. - Ler:thine eye be 
chiefly chere where God's eye is : He: lookerh nor 
ſo much what thou doſt, as with what a .heart : go 
then and do likewiſe, yer be nor farisfied in rhis, that 
you are up ight as to your ſtares, but labour ro ap- 
prove your ſclves in uprightnels ro God in your par- 
ticular aKioans. Do. common, as well as ſpiricual 
ations with holy ends. ,. Much of our lives are loſt 
for want of this. So; much is. done-for God, of his 
ſtrange grace he accounts himſelf” our debtor. - But 
what 1s done for no higher end-chan ſelf, isJeſt from. 
Our ACCOCNt. | T 
IL]. Put on a ſpirit of Zeal and aftivity. How won. 
derfully is God pleaſed wich Phineas Tealz- Num. 25. 
11,12,13. Whata greatapprobation doth he ma- 2} 
nitefi of him? Whar artrefiarign . doth he give @; 
aw im ? : 
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ve by "_ th. ro, 38, This a precious 
grace 


— 


ra #1. ww  aqE © wef FF 


Cafes of - Conſcience 21 
grace in Gods account, 2 Pt, 1.1, 1 Pe. 1.91. It 
iveth glory to God and therefore God taketh no 
mall pleaſure in it. By Faith Erb obrains 
that reſtimony that he pleaſed God, Rom. 4. 20, 
Hth. 11.3. 2 Cor. 4.18, Heb. 11.39, Mat 8.10. 11, 
If you would fo walk as to pleate God, you muſt 
walk by Faith, Chriſtians muſt Iook to the things 
unſeen; rhey muſt not live at the common rate, 
Chriſt muſt be their life and breath, their prayer 
and their promiſes, their daily bread. By Faith 
did the Elders- obtain that good. report ; "was 
Faich that Chrift was ſo greatly taken wich in the 
Centurion, which made him ro commend him-for a 
Non-ſuch, This was that which won ſuch a fingu- 
lar praiſe and approvarion from our Savicur to the 
woman of Canaan; even her victorious Faich,, Met, 
15. 28, Thou haſt raken away my heart, my fiſter, 
my ſpouſe, thou haſt raken away my kcarr with one 
of chine eyes, Cas, 4 9. that 1s with thy Faith. Live 
in the power of Faith , and chow wilt pleaſe him to 
the hearr, give Glory ro him by believing. Ler te 
life thou now hveſt in the Fleſh be by Faith of rhe 
Son of God; Faith as one well fays, is the Navel gf 
| 
Live by Falth in Preſperity : though thou haſt the-. 
world abour thee, let ir not be above thee :. Kee} 
Itar thy feer ; uſe it as thy ſervant: Be much in the 
views of Glory . and conteinplation of Etervity 2 
Buy as though thou poflefieſt not, rejoyce as rhongh 
thou rejoyceſt ror, love as thovgh thou loveſt nor, 
ule this world as nor abuſicg ic; It is but a faſhion 
not a ſubſtance, and that which it is paſſed away, 
x Cor. 9. 30, 31. Wie ic therefore with morrified af- 
tetions, and prove the ſinceriry of your -Fairh 
the viftory over your inordinate content and delight 
ia and defires after, and cares for the things of rhis 
world, 1 fobn 5. 4. £ 
ive 


Live by Faithin adverſity. Weep as though you 
wept nor,cnduring the Croſs and deſbifing the Sham 
as looking unto Jeſus, Heb. 12, 2. Heb. 11. 26; a6 
counting;Chriſts reproaches your riches, his ſhame 
your glory, As gs; 4't. Compare theſe light afflidtions 


with the weight of glory, 2 Cor. 4. 17 Rom.8. 18.Ply 


your hearts wich the Promiſes. Count if you can the 
riches thar are laid up jn them, Roll your ſeleves upon 
the Lord, Pſat. 37. 5s. and know thar your Heavenly 
Father hath no greater delight, rhan to ſee his Chil. 
dren ruſt him with confidence, when all viſible helps 
are our of ſight, and he ſeems. to be their enemy, Fob 
I s I . 

vr. Put on the ornament of a meth and quiet ſpirit, 
this is in the ſight of God a great price, Study to be 
( 3 Pet. 3.3.) like your Father flow to anger, ready 
ro forgive, Pſal. 130. 1, 8. forgerring inuries, lov- 
Ting enemies; requiting 1l]-will with kindneſs, ill- 
words with courreſies, negteas with benefirs : and 
if any wrong you, do him *indnefs the ſooner : 
ſo ſhall you bear his likeneſs and be his delight, 
And know ye that are of unmorriitied paſſions, and 
unbridled rongues, God hath an eſpecial hatred and 
diſpleaſure againſt a froward beart, and a froward 


- Tongue, Prov. 3. $2 11.20. 1.12.8, 12+ Oh ſeck © 


meckneſs, How can rhe Holy Dove reſt in a wrarh- 
can he rake pleaſure in an unquier contentious Tpi- 


froward, Pſal. 8. 25. If you will not forgive 0- 

thers, he will not forgive you. Art thou hard to be 
- "pleaſed; a froward Wife, a troward Maſter, a croſs 

and witful Servant? Surely God will not be plea(- 
- Ed with thee : he will meer to you as you meaſure 
' toothers, Mat. 16. 24. 
, VE. Get a ſpirit of ſelf-demyal, God is then plcal(- 
+. ed beſt when (elf is diſpleaſed moſt, When we 
| can 
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ful Hheare. Chriſt is a Lamb of ' meckneſs { how - 
ric 2 'Verily with the froward he will ſhew himſelf 
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can be content to be empty, content to be abaſed 


Judirienſly Reſolved. zz 
ha God might be honoured, and _ with the Holy* 
Baptiſt, are willing to be eclipſed by Chriſt ; wil- 
ling to decreaſe that he may encreaſe z counting our 
ſelves ho lofers whilſt his intereſt is a gainer, Jobs 
2. 29, 309. rejoycing thar we are made low for 
Chriſts advancement : This 1s well-pleafing unto 
God : How greatly was he pleaſed with Solomon's 
ſelf-denying choice, and gives him his asking, 
throwing in riches, and honour mrto the bargain ? 
1 Kings 3. 10, IT, 12. Strange was Abraham's felf- 
denial. Whar ! to ſacrifice with hjsown hand, the 
whole hope of his Family ! the Heir of Promiſe ! 
the Child of his Years ! a Son / and only Son ! when 
his life was bound up in the lads life! Wasever 
mortal thus put'to it? But Abraham fha!l nor be a 
loſer. God gives him a reſtimony from Heaven : 
bleſſes him, blefſes his Seed ; bleffes all Nations in 
him, Gez. 22.15, 16, 17,1 8. Wonderful was Moſes 
his ſelf denial, bur more wonderful was' fits accepta- 
tion and reward, Heb. 11. 24. None like Moſes, Drut: 
34. 20. God preferred 'him 1n another manner than 
Pharoah could. He muſt” ſpeak with him face to 

ce, as a manwith his friend ; His word ſhall be 
as ic were a Law with God. Speak for whom he will 
they ſhall be ſpared, though they ſeem'd ro be de- 
voted ro deftruticn. Bur ſpeak againſt him who 
durſt, he ſhall be ſure ro bear his iniquity, Nan. 12.8; 
Forget ſelf : Renounce thine own witdom, thine own 
worthineſs, thine awn will ; Bite in thy paſfions : 
Curb thine appetite : Bridle thy tongue. This do, 
and thou fhall be greatly Ls and ſhall find 
that God's favour will infinicely reward thee, for 
All the murmuring oppoſitions and diſcontetts of 
thy fleſh,” which wil be ready ro be impatient to 
have rhe reins held ſo hard: 

VIH. Maintain a ſpirit oof reſolution and conjlancy " 
tie 
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the ways of God, Heb. 10, 38, This was the renown 
of che three worthies, Dan. 3. They feared not 
fierceneſs of Nebucbadneyear rage, nor the fire of 
the furnarice : All the world could not make them 
bow ; And how Poe did God own them, and 
miraculouſly evidence his pleaſure'in them : Stand 
2 ground : Reſolveto hve and dye by fubſtan- 
tial godlineſs : Cleave to the Lord with full pug- 
poſe of heart : Let nodifficulties make you 
your Scation : Then ſhall you be an honour and q 
plcaſureqgo the God rhart made. you. | 

Well then, would you know what frame of heart 
3s pleaſing to God? why this bumble, ſincere, xealous, 

ive frame, this MRlicving, meth, ſulj-denying, reſorved 
Len Go 1s the frame that is well pleafing in the 

God. 

Secondly, As to your prrformance, more briefly thaz 
thoſe may ! --=—\pith you muſt heedfully look to 
theſe five things. | 

I. - That they be dont by the right Rule .z which is 
Gods Word 3 You muſt. not follow the imaginations 
of your own hearts, Numb. 15.39, You muſt nordo 
that which is right in your own eyes... In all ſacred 
ations you muſt have Gods command to warrant 
you. You may not offer to God of thar, of which you 
are not able -to ſay, Thos requireſt theſe things at ow 
bands, Iſa. 1. 12. In all cwila&ions you muſt have 
Gods allowance. Be fure he will never accept thar 
which his word condemns; under pain of Gods dif- 
| >r:wo__ dare not to ſet your hands ro what the Word 


2. That they be dont to the right ends, which is Gods 
gory ; umnably did the Phariſces err ? How 
miſerably did Febu miſcarry ? And both in as for 
the matter commanded, for want of aming at this end, 

3- That they proceed from right principies. ( 1) 
Faith, without which, ic 1s mpoſhble ro pleaſe 
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God,; prayer will nor avail except ir be the pray-. 
ex of Faith, Heb.-11. 5. We believe, -and therefore 
wedpenks, (2-) Love: If weſhould give our goods 
roche poor, and bodies co the fire, arid nor from 
Love, it would profic.us nothing : where the {laviſh 
fear of Hell only, or of rhe laſhes of Conſcience, 
or the love of mans praiſe, carries men to durics ; 
where any other © carnal principle, 1s predominant in 
the a&, it cannot pleaſe God, (3,) Fear, we can- 
nor ſerve God arceptebly, | wichourt reverence and godly 
ſ.ar ( no flaviſh ſear.) The Lord taketh pleaſure in 
them that fear him, in them that hope in his mercy. 
Obſerve the happy mixture, where theſe rwo arc 
conjoyned, that 15, a true filial fear. Saith Pazid, 
1 will come to thy Houſt in the multitude of thy m:ycy ; (Be- 
hold his faith) and in thy fear will I worſhip toward thy 
boly Temple (here is his fear with faith) Faith with- 
out Fear were bold preſumption : [Fear without Fatth 
s finful deſpair ; joyn rheny togerher and God is 
well pleaſed. 

4+ That they be done in a right manniy preparedly, not 
raſhly and inconſiderately in'the preſence of ſo dread- 
tu] a Majeſty : Prudently, tor lawful AQ may- be ſpoil- 
ed, and be done utilawfully wichour © confideration 
had to the offence that may ( in ſome caſes”) artenc 
them, yea holy Duties as well as commcn Adtons 
may be turned into fins, by beirg ill-rimed, and for 
want of a due attending the preſent Circamitances. 
Holy, not raſhly, uttering any thing wich our mouths 
before God 3 but behaving our ſelves as in his fight : 
Hearnly, -not unfeignedly with our lips going, when 
our minds are gaddinr. - | 

That they be direfted through the right means. that ts 
Jeſus Chrilt the only way to the Father. Bring a!! thy $4- 
criices to the High Prieſt, offer all ppon rhis Altar, 
ee all 15 loſt ; nor thar ir 1senottgh to fay ( Thr2y2's 
eur Lord Feſus Chrift, Ann Yatthe end! bury 
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. -dnry you-nuiſt- come with lively dependance on 'hin Ml ,: 7 
for righteouſneſs and ſtrength, for affiſtance-and ao ſl fore 
\ceptance. Remember to-do all in the name of the Lind Ml of » 
Feſus, to coine leaning®upon his hand; wirhourt this fih 
all your fervices will be rejected at laſt. - "I 
— TT T.X _—n— —, — 7 
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A third Caſe of Conſcience, | grounded - 
upon the words of our Saviour. NU xv 

| | — 5 

John, 8. 29. For 1 do always thoſe thing 7 
that pleaſe him, me 
you 


Q I. | $ any man uble in-this liſe to come-up to-the Ex- bear 
-» 3 ample of Chriſt in this, To do always thiſt MI 1 


things that pleaſe God.? | 21 whi 
Anl. In-regard there is , none that doth good and WF 4 
finneth nor, and God 1s not, nor can be pleaſed with you 


4in, no not in his own people but moſt of all bates it 


ſhould fully.come up ro Chriſts Example in this, yet MW {1 
may we come-ſo;far on 'rowatds it as that not only WF ,,,, 
in our immediate addrefles to Gcd, but in the gene- Ef G1, 
ral courſe of our lives, we. may come to p/raſe God, Ml þ.,; 
Thus, Enech aud; Ngab waibed with'God, (i.e) ml 
their general courſe rhey walked ſo as to pleaſe Gol, Y ..- 
and/approve themſelves m his fight. Thus the mean- 
eſt of Ations, if done by us &+ upto the Lord, a Fl «:; 
the Servants of Chriſt, have a promiſe of;accegrance Þ 4 
and reward, Col. 3.22, 23, 24» 4, 
Q. 1I. How ' may we come in our meafure to .be | 14. 
followers af Chriſt in this co do always thoſe chings 
chat pleaſe God ? Ja1 
'. . Anſw, 1n order to; this, there is ſomthing neceſſary, 6 
Fvichrtference, 4. Ty our PirſonS. 2. Toour Frags ": 
| 4. To 


27 
{To vw? Praftices, with reference tn o8r Perſons: and 
re it 15 necefſary, '1. That there h&- an- alteration 
of or natyres by renewing grace; for they that are in the 
fth cannot (pleaſe God, Rom. 8. 8. 
Theſe wild Vints muſt needs bring forth ſowre 
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grapes, Iſa. $5. 4. The- fruits that they bear { how 
{pecious and fair ſoever to the eye ) is evil fruit, Mar. 
1. 16. © where there is not a'good Freaſire of grace in 
the heart, a man cannot in; his - ations bring forth 
good things, Mar. 1 2:' 36. ot DUOSIN" 

Many enlightneth finners «think"by 'reading,. and 
praying,” and forſaking ſome groſs -and foul fins to 
pacifie God, and fet all right; Miſtaken: ſouls, ler 
me undeceive you : you begiti ar the wrong end, 
your firſt and greateſt care muſt 'be, ro: ger your 
hurts and natures changed and renewed by the power . of 
corverting grace £ you labour in vaih at the ſtreams, 
while the fountain of corruption, in the heart-re+ 
mains jn its ſtrength. You muft'nor think it is with 
you, as ir is with rujnous'' houſe, where "the mend - 
ing of Here and there a little will make up all a- 
gain 3 bat the old* building muſt be -quite-raken 
dovin,and rhe foundation ſtone laid a newin a ſound 
repentance from dead works, and through converfion .u nto 
God, Till this be done you muſt know: that: God 
hath ns pleaſire in you, neicher will accept . ay» offering, 
at your hand, Mal, 1. 10. as hedochfrom thoſe thar 
are friends. | nr 4 

2. That thire be the Acceptation of your perſons through 
faith in Chri Fiſus * For in himalone iris that God 
will be well pleaſed, Mat. 3. laft. ,So. that without 
faith, inrereſting us in him, t # impoſſeble to-pleaſe God, 
Heb, 11. 6. 

For the hetter underſtanding both «lieſe Particu- 
lars, know that there are two attribures of Ged to 
which you muſt bear a conformity, or elſe you can- 
nor pleaſetim, | 

(B 2] 


I, The 
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. «1. ;The botineſs of God ; For he is not .a-G 

hath pleaſure p miquity ! he heareth no | ag 
not ſtand in his fight : He hateth 
all che workers of iniquity, Pjal. $. 4, + 
God can nd more take pleaſure in the u 
then wen ſwine or ſerpents. . 

2, The Jufliceof God; For he will by no means 
clear the guilty, Exod. 34- 7+ - Could we have inhe- 
cent holineſs/;4n us, in our - unpardoned . ſtate, yer 
Juſtice could not bur be infinitely offended, while 
guilr liech-,unretnoved 3 as. you, may.ſe 
For though he-were perfe&ly holy, - yer being under 
rhe guilr of our fins imputed ro hi 
Gods juſtice hroke our againſt him, 

Now man being naturally an offence both to the 
bolineſs and*juſtice of God, there muſt be of neceſſity 
paſs upors him. in .order-to his pleafi 
twofold change; ; 

"4, The red change of Sant? 
reat 'change, becauſe by-this there is a real. change, 
1nfufing of new qualities and diſpoſrions, makeing 
him of proud humble, of [carnal ſpiritual, and hea- 
venly, @c. | 
43. The relative thange of Juſtification, I this a 
velative change, becauſe rhis is not areal change in a 
*ars nature, but in his condirion, making him to 
fiandin a near relarion ro. the Law, with refrence 
ro which he was before guilty and condemned, bur 
ronounces the fame. man clear and 
this not for any righteouſneſs in- 
-fuſed 'inro+him,. bur for - the ſarisfaQton and. pay- 
ment of another aid down for him 3 farisfaCtion 
there muſt be, and righreouſneſs muſt be rendered, 
or elſe God cannot be at peace. We have nothing 
t0 pay, Luk.4.49: 'Oh finner ! A way to Chriſt for 
it 3 Hide thee in the Clifts of that Rock 3 Run to 
che Fountain opened for fiv and unclcannefs, Ap- 
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acquired, an 


0h. 9.31, 
netifiel. 


in Chriſt, | 


m, the ſeverity of 


vg God, this 


ification, .T call , this a 
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ar_ not before God but in the Robe .of | Chriſt® 
Ripticeouſhels, He ſends you' ro Jeſus' as he 'drd 
them ro Job, Chap: 42. the Jlaft; Go to my ſervant 
Job, be ſhall pray ſor you, him” will T accept : Ger our 
of your ſelves *: Flie to Chrift, labour ro be found in 
him z elſe all your endeavours in rinfing and waſh 
ing your ſelves will be to no effett, <8, 
9. With reference to ow! Printipies.” And here it ts 
neceſſaryrhat ſome corrupt principles be ualearned, and 
ſome boly* principtes be received and retained. | 
Some corrupt Principles muit be unearned; As" Tr. 
Thar it is enough iff we ſerve God on the Lords day, and 
we may ſerve our ſelves all the reſt of the weth. Though 
God hath reſerved one day in ſeven wholly for his 
immediate ſervice, which 15 therefore in apeculiar 
ſence called the Lords Day, yet we myſt know rthar 
every day is his, and thar He hath not -allowed us one 
hour nor inch'of* time}, but only for his ſervice. In- 
deed he hath ſervice of more ſorts than one : bot we 
muſt know: thar the buſtneſs of our -ordinary affairs, 
if rightly done is a ſerving of the Lord Chrift, Col. 
3: 24. God is as truly ſerved by you in the, worbing 
days lab9ir as the © S$1hbath days Te, if you do ir tn a 
right martner and 'ro hblyenas. hana 
There are a generation ' whoſe Religion is but a 
Sundays Religion, which they put on and of' wich 
their Sundays Cloath, and then they think God is 
fairly ſerved for the week : although Gods knows 
thar little they do then, is but poorly done neickes:; 
Never think God -will accept it at thy hands, when 
thou liveſt fix days to the world and thy ſelf, for 
oze that thou ſpendeſt for him. This ſhews the 
to ve under the mortified power of ſelf-love, an 
not to be the Lords, for - notie of his liverh to him : 
(elf, Rom. 14. 7. You muſt remember thar you are 
bur to learn. upon the Sabbath, how. to ſerve Goq all 
the week, and not think "when the Lords day is eng. 
ed his work is done, [B 3) 2 Toet 
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2. That if , God be ſerved morning . and toning, it © 


enongb,' though. we ſerve our ſelves the reſt of the 
day-z. God muſt be.ſerved every day, and%all the 
day, Prov. -23. 19. You muſt be ſerving him, nor 
only in your Feaſts,: but ar. your, Meals 3 not only 
on your knees, bat in your Callings, 

Some thinkthar af. -.chey keep up Religious duties, 
they may do whar. they liſt at other times, 34 that if 
tzey be antemperate, ,laſcivious, unrighteous, it is 
bur to make even again «ich God ar night, © and all 
will be well. . Like the Whore in the Proverbs, that 
having made her offering, was preſently ready for 
new wickedneſs, Prov. 7. 14+ as if ſhe had paid off 
the old fcore, and might .now boldly run upon a 
gew. . Theſe are nor: the Children-of God, bur of 
Beizal. ; god : | 

Ochers think, .that:though they may not. ſerve the 
Devil ac any. rime, yer giving God his dues morn- 
Ing and evening, they may {:rve chemſelves thereſt 
of che time. But, in vain do they lay claim te God, 
who live mare to themſelves than they do to him. 
This will be. found horrible lafrledge;.to Dut off 
G:-d bur with , rhe ench. .God:-is to be.cyed, and 
ſerved in all chat you dgz _ chis,is.chat I drive ar, 
that e iay rotzdivide, our felves berween Gpd and 
the world 3 between his. ſervice and our own ends, 
and fo pur. him. off witha; partial ſervice 3 but thar 


we may do all in obedience ro him, and , we may he ' 


entirely the Lords, That he jn all things may be glo- 
rified by us, and we may. not. loſe our reward., . 
.. 2- Some hold Principles. muſt be received ayd re- 
tained, As. ,q = PP pt | 

Pr. 1. That the pleaſing :of- God is our only buſineſs, 
and our bigheit bleſſedneſs, . Fiſt, ,-opr only buſmeſs : 
what 1s it that we call or count our -b»/meſs. 

1. That is a mans; Buſineſs which his Live- 
lihood and Suſtſiftence depends upon, The Lawyer 

| | | | counts 
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counts. . his. Trade his Buſineſs 3, becauſe upon - 
this. cheir, Livelihood and Subfiſtence depends. *Bre- 
thren, - our whole. depends upon the. pleaſing of God. 
Do this and 'doall-: Miſs in this, and you marr all : 
pleaſe him, and'you are made for ever : If he be not 
pleaſed, you are.undone for ever. How careful 1s 
the ſelfſh Courtzer to pleaſe. his Prince ! How wil, 
he crouch and flaczer ? and if he can bur divine 
what. will gratifie and pleaſe him, he thinks hime 
ſelt happy .* And why ? Br becauſe all his depen» 
dance 15 upon his Princes favour : Much more d» 
we depend upon the favour of God,, Blefſed is the 
man whom he chooſeth, Pfal. 65. 3. Inbu javor u life 
Plal, 30, 15: Burt wae tornem that have God againſt 
them, thels are, perfe&hy, miſerable : Reprobate #!= 
ver ſhall, man (call then, brcauſd the Lord bath riqefted 
them, Jer: 6,. 30+ If che Lord do but fay roa man as 
hedid ro Moſes,. thou Hat found grace.in wy (ight and 1 
brow thes by name. - Happy is. that man. Bur if he 
thus ſay, 1.bave x0 pleaſure in thie, you may cover rhe 
face of that man, as they did Hamans,and carry him 
away, :. miſcrable., muſt his end be if he conrinue, 

2; That. a.mans;ba(ixeſs which be bath his Stock and 
Talents for. If a man be 1ncrraſted as a Steward or a' 
Fattor, his Buſineſs js ro buy ,in the Conmodiries 
that are uſetyl.  Bzloved, all our Times,, Parts, In» 
rerefts, Food, Raiment,, and whatever Mercies, Sp1- 
ricual or Temporal, are.che Stock - wherewith God 
hath 1ntruſted us, and all for his own uſe and ſervice. 
And 1s it nor. a ſatl and fearful caſe, chat God ſhould 
have ſogrear a Stock going. as lies in the hands of 
all che-Sons of, Men, - and yer have, (if I may ſo 
ſpeak.) ſo lictle profir of ir? I mean fo lictle glory 
by:it, char he ſhould ſow ſo much and reap (o little ? 
ſtrew ſo much and; gather fo lictle'? - 1s it not ſad 
that men ſhould haye ſomuch in-vain? Haſt thou 
(B4] health . 
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health and wealth and dofſt nor uſ&it for-God ? It j; 
all in yain, haſt thou underſtanding; #hd yet! impro- 
veſt it bur for contriving thine own 'Mail8and'worlds 
ly defigns ? Thy reaſon and utdetfianding' are be. 
come vain. Oh how wilt thou anſwer ir, that thou 
haſt had fo great a ſtock in thine hands, and made 
10 11:r1&1mprovement of it ? Tr had been good for 
wme men, if chey_had never had a foor of Land, or 
ati hours eaſe, if chey never had che'ynderfianding of 
men, beeauſe they have not uſed theit Talents for 
God, and for the ends, for which they ' were put ints 
ther hands, * Fw, 

3. That is a mans Buſmeſs which bis Capacities ds call 
. for : Tris a mans Buſineſsit in the Capacity of a Judge 

to do Juſtice, or of a Setvantto do his Maſters will; 
Brechren, all your Capaciries do evidence it to be 
your Buſineſs ro pleaſe God, you are his Friends; * you 
are his Servants therefore muſt pleaſt bim well.ix all 
things, Tit. 2: 9. Hiz Children,and thereforethaft (et 
Your ſelves ro bozour bim, Mal. x. 6. His Spouſe, and 
rhcrefore ir is your Buſineſs to pleaſe * your H5band; 
1 Cor.7.34. "__ 
4+ That is a mans Buſineſs which he bath bis mainte- 
nance for, If a man be maintained-in'the'place of a 
School-wMatier, it is his Bufmeſs 'to.reach,if of a Soldi- 
er, . ics his Buſineſs ro fight, ' Beloved; do'you nor 
know at whioſe finding you are ? And doyon'thinke. 
Go4 keeps ſo many Seryants to be idle, or to mind 
thcir own deſigns and pleatures? God hath cut-you. 
our every one his work,every man his hands fall: So 
much work is to be done within door, and ſo much' 
without dgor ;, So much towards God, rowards-your' 
Neighbour, towards your own ſelves that” you have 
notime to be idle in, And you ſha!l dearly reckon 
for it, if you will ear His bread 'and' will not do! hit 
ob And as pleaſipg' God is cur chitfeft buft- 
nels. OE ORE 
| Secondly 
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Secondly, So ir is alſo our higheſt Blefſcaneſs : For. 
mats happine(s lies in Gods favour, Pſal. .4.5- Our ' 
Happineſs is in attaining the end of our Being, and 
therefore the great. Query amongſt rhe Philoſophers 
ſtill was, What was tht end or the ba'piniſs of man, Now 
the true end of our Being is, that we may p/eafe God; 
for bis pleaſure we are and wertCreated, Rev.q 11. And ' 
tor this end alſo we are new created, thar we ſhould 
yield our ſelyes unto God, Rom. 6. 13, and being bail?” 
x a ſpiritual bauſe, ſhauld offer up to him ſpiritual” Sacri- 
fict. acceptable through Chriſt, 1 Pet. 2.5, This is the 
end of our Redemption, cthac we ſhould ferve not our” 
ſelves, but him in holineſs and righteouſneſs all the days 
of our lives, Luke 2. 75. And that we (ould not hence- 
forth livg to our ſelves, but to him that died for us, 2 Cor. 
5. 15. Tis the end likeneſs of our Juſtifcarion, that: 
our. Conſciences being purged, we ſhould accepra- 
bly ſerve the living God. Ina word, ,*tis the end of 
our glorifieation, that being tranſlared inro Heaven, 
we ſhould perfettly pleaſe God, and ſerve him night 
and day in his Temps Rev. 7. 15.and 22. 3. So tha: 
the pleaſing.of God, 1s the whole end or whole nap- 
pineſs of man, Eccief. 12. And tnis will be clear, 
becauſe we do thex promote our ſeives moſt when wt plesſe 
God beſt, . For by this you ſhall hayechis rwo-fold ad-' 
ventage.. | 
. Firſt, Tow ſpall, be the ſavaurite, of God. O glort- 
ous promouon | Aapar thought himſelf no” little 
man when he was on. Abaſbuerns. right. hand, ard yer 
he was at length. but perferred. ro: the Gallows, 
Either $.11. and 7. To, But whar ſhall be done: to' 
the mag whom God delights tro:honour ? .' O blef=d; 
1s. that man, !: wo to. him that. roucherh him; 7 ba? 
bien better fox Wim that a milſione .bad been banged about: 
bis neck avd drowned in the midft of th+. Sea, than thathe' 
ſhould offend. fuch'a one, Lube 19. 2. ; God. is. infi-.- 
nxe!y. chary-of bis fivourices, Tlie Apple. of © hig. 
LB 5] eee 
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eye 16 touched when they are injured, Zechariah 2.8. 
Whaſoruer toucheth- them (ball not be innocent,  Plal, 
107,18. God harh ableſſing for thoſe that ſhew them 
a kindnels, Gen, 12. 3. He will render venganceup- 
on the ungodly for every bard ſpeech they utter againſt 
them, 7ude. Ig, * 

O man, doth not thy foul ſay, Happy is the prople 
that isinſucha caſt? Will notrhy condition be moſt 
Blefſed,. when God ſhall be thus infinicely render of 
thee,. to rake all the kindneſſes done to thee. as done 
to hiniſelt? Mat.25. 45. And all the injuries done 
ro thee, as affronts ro himſelf? As g, 4. This isthe 
happy Caſe of his Favourires. 

Secondly, Every thing you do ſhall be found upm your 
account with God. Brethren, are you believers, or are 
you, not F Do you believe the Immortality of the 
Soul, and the life co come, or do you nor? the ways 
of. the moſt dodeclare them to be real Infidels, tho' 
profeſſed Chriſtians. If you think there be an eter- 
nal Srate rocome, will it not be your higheſt wiſdom 
tro be providing for it, and laying up what poffible 
you'can, that you may inherit 1t in the other world ? 
Will not every wife man that knows he is ſhortly ro 
be removed into anorher Country, be careful to 
rranſport all that he can, that he may enjoy rat his 
coming ?. Ecloved, if yau do believe indeed that you 
mult be for ever in 2nother world, will ic not be- 
your beſt courſe ro. be doing rhar, the frurc whereof 
you ſhall. enjoy forever? Where nothe a mad man 
that having bura very ſhort term upon a Living , 
fhould yer go to building and planring chere, when 
he had Land of Inheritance ro build upon? ' Ttfinite 
6. the miſchief char comes of {Neking and  ſef- 
feafing. You arc eternal loſers by it : God will ay, 
Joh have your reward, Mar, 6, g. Something you'thay. 
jave in hand, bur the eternal reward 1s loſt Brethren, 
ay arnbirious for you,” that what you'fo, you x 
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do'for ever, thar all you ſhould meet you in the 0- 
ther world, and that there-you ſhould reap the ever- 
em } laſting fruic of what you are doing pow. A wife 
'up- I Builder will build for ever, and nag oply- that, hich 
inſt I ſhall laſt for a day, or jor a, year. , Q chat-you- would 

be wiſe Builders, Do all: for God, and.you ſhall bave 
'ople | ternal advantage. Learn but this Leflon, Tp ſet your 
oft I ſues in all things to pleaſt God, .and v0u will be promct».. 
r of ing and advancing your ſelves.$n.all that ever you do, al- 
ne ways laying up arreaſure Jn Heaven, ftill addingiro. 
ne F the heap. And O what riches will you come ro, when 
the I by cyery day, and every hour, and.eyrey aQiqn, you 

are gainers ?. - For God will norlerthe leaſt thing thar 


uy is done. for: hin, yo nor 4 Cup of cold Warer,go with- 
Ire out.an everlaſting reward, Mat. 10. 42+ nor your la-. 
he bq rbein yain, 1 Cor. 15, $8» Th | 

ys , Þr, * 3. That when you have done all, if God: be not pleas. 
fo {t4,-30u bave dant nothing Sertle 1Cupon'your hearts. 
F- thar-all1.s in vain.that.1s not done for God: when you 
m do nor. - pleaſe; God,: you dy not profr your ſelves, 
le When men offer ;neyer fo richly, and freely, if. nox. 
? in ſuch. a manner 2s 15, pleaſing;ro God, all-js bu a _* 
(O vain oblation, a. 1+ 13- 1f men will do more than e-_ 
0 ver God required, and be Zealous1n-things thac God 
is hath-not commanded, 45 but in vain that they worſhip... 
u him, Mar 1 8. g. Beloyed,ſo much time-as you have liv- 
Ce” ed to your ſelves, you have hved in val; ' becauic ix. 
f was quiite befides your ead. O ir is a heart cutring con, 

n fiderarion to a render Chriſtian ro think. of chis.; char, 


, when his life is ſo ſhort, and rime ſo lictle 3n all,yer-he. 
N muft be fain ro.cur off ſo much ! * why man ſo many, 
hours muſt chou cutoff from thy days, and ſo many; 
, years from: thy life, as thou-haft lived nor to God, but, 
to, oy (elf; They are all loſtas to the ends of litg;and, 
rime.If on Repenrapce thou, be forgiven, thou arc vec 

worded for them fo 
Belovel,” You muſt. cout thilt6u'have, lived *bo. 
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longer than you have lived utto God, Pb1l. Yo 24, To 
to live 7s Chriſt. Tſhould account I diff not live; if 
Idid not live tohim':' *Tis the only employment. of 
my life toſerye him.” F ſhould not rell' what to "its 
wich my tife, unleſs it were to ſpend it for him. . © 
Chriſtiain,” Thus thou niuſt reckon : ſo mych time 

as I Have lived tc: Chriſt, ſo much have Hhved, and 
ic nmudh _as'Thavetived'to "my ſelf, To nnch I have 
loft.” * *Tis'tiot tne Man Vur the Beafi thar lives, while 
we live Below our reaſon.” which difſtinguifhes the 
- Fnmant life fom thar'of Brutes, Now while we. live 
mot ro God; welive utrerly below our reaſon! ir (elf, 
which is ſutficicpily diſcovered, in that God is the 
Author 2nd 'end'of * Mary: Dbrh not 'Rzaſox diftarethar 
God ſhould have'rhe glory of his own work, and the 
Veſtel ſhould be ro the” Porters ufe 7 Doth any plan 
a Vineyard, or _keepa- Flock, and nor expe@ the 
Eruir or MHk? '2 Cnr. 9. 4. God hath, made thee, 0 
itn, for binfelf, Por. 15; 4.0: And haftthob'the face 
of a man, and oft act bluſh this ro think rhar,God 
ſhould make and mainrain Hee in vain ? If thou haſf 
Grit grain of ingenuity, rBou wilt abhor the thought 
 6fths, rhar rhau "ſhoulaſt -be in vain. Why, fo 
much as thou. art for thy {elf thou arr for noching.” It 
inty be thou hiveſt a very buſie life : bur thou af- 
eit not for God,thou art all this while but” bufily do- 


S 


159 tothiogs © Thou'mayR fir down in the Evening, . 


and' fay, 1 have hcen all this day doing nothing, Thos 
wilt find a blank. in Gods Book for that day, wh 
Min? upon thins accourt, : on this fad record; ſich a 
dayſpent it noching date, God hath his day book & 
cakes notice of-all Tour carriages, how you riſe _and 
Sw you poforth to your, fabou ; tow you ſpeak, 
Akoweyon'ear; mdwhert you eye him andHis plo- 
ry:556 112 or Took no Righer Than'yout ſelves, 46 
998. Wehiire Bei roiling at! night Hh4"canght' aothi) 6 


. 
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. tave been toyling-all my life,.and yet I have done 


nothing," bedauſe what I did! was' not done unto 
the Lord. «How would; you rake tt.of 'your ſervants, 
if coping home in the Eyenting; youthould find eve- 


ry, one pf chem minding, thtir own buſineſs ahd plea- 


ſure, apd;your work left 'undone!?: Is ir not fad, Sirs 
that ſeOmany: hours: and days ſhonid-pals over us;/ and 
we no neartr-our end than, ever'we: were ibefore ' ? 


 Your;little Children are bufie' from: mbrning/to night 


and yet all rhe while have yeenidoinginothing : And 
ſo are yaurWhen you are buvſecking your catnal ſelves 


.and not ſerving and' pleaſing Gbd in wharyou'utider- 
__ rn} Ade oe 


—_ ” my 
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0) Pre-:4- That the fav uy. "bf all'tbe wort can nothing 


rad your34 God. be not -pleaftd> with you and by you; - Af 
there; . were any that could fave you fromTis wrath, 


.You need not be; ſo-ſolicitous-*ro pleaſe hm: butt 


he be norpleaſed we are all undone, © Thowflenen this 
art, ty, be feared;; and. whoſhaliftand when onzetinu art- ihe 


e7?.Plal :99.9-Ifa.:43; tz. When'menhavefliphr 
.thoughts of, Geds anger;iand the feat 2ahd dread-<af 


him/is nat ppon their hearrs, | no wonder If ar toy 
not careful to pleaſe him, you muſt be-convineed, 


that: the diſpleſuterof +:Goddsrthe indi fformidable 


thing i&.che world, orelfe you willnever kar tk = 
great-Leſſan, Beloved, if yow-hould'pleaſe men,and 
all rhe world : haul be om: (yours ide; what \woult 
this avazl while Gods your:Enemy-2-"Ttall 'mth 
ſhould bleſs. you,-and fpeak well of you what wolf 
this profir when, God ſhoukdriſt up: ijudgment'@ 
gainſt; yau andcondemap. you? Ivis-nordts maths Bay, 
but Gods, - rhac you. wait fland} = Ic: WHor ar meps 
Yores that, youimuſit bexchſt or quiirred/ Ic will not © 
by maſt vaigegbur>sGod? himſelf is rhe Juape; PH. 
754.7 In hin Bredſti6is>Whether v8 pdd 
dig /; If; 4 naw ere dpbard yall ferÞhis3 Tiff, wh 
ould it ayail hy) thabatks1is//fel tiPners,: iu 
Welk * ene 


E/ 38 Caſes of Conſcience 
\the whole croud abour'him were for him, when 'the 
whole: Benchand Jury were againſt him ? 1f)your 
Lives and Eſtates were in queſtion, ro whom wyuld 
. Jougo.ro.make: yourFriend? -:the Judge of vhe Peo- 
ple ? Sirs, be convinced that if God be: againſt you, 
ris as bad as if. /GotÞ:andall che world «were- apairiſt 
you, for all fighifiesriothing'wichout him,' Oh, what 


ever you do, ftudy:3ro gerin and keep it-withi him, 


I rell-you,: cheitime is' coming when! the breatKof 
men will-fignifie nbthing :-When' their” Commmenda- 


tion. wilt do. you-nd goods - O man! though ul the 


world: ſhould give (rhiee- heir. hands; and! ſubſcribe 

thy Cercaficate, it-would fignific nothing in -G6ts 

: account, or 1s Court... 'Many build their-hopes for 
+ Heavenaupon the,good opinion - chat orhers'have of 
hem #;But:i cell chee man,though chou couldſt cat- 
ry /crrers of, commendation with -chee when thou 

:dic (6: and al] the Miniſters of the Goſpel ſhould give 
.chee cheir (Bent diceſſery (all would'be no more: chati'a 
-blank-payſer,. and HE-would nor. rſave-rhee a! Jot the 
:Fpqnes; tit; he ſhould firid-thee ro! have been bur a R- 
Kes- Hypocrite, 4 rotten-hearred- Profefior” all ihe 
nat tum 12 ati) ; 

-... Pr<1 15+, That God wonld nor be plenfed with you in-any 
thiy1g;- except: you! (make: 3t your care to plerſe him wwell in 
[02167 things. > Tok wall be ane day aſbamed, exotyt you b2vt 


rE(pedd to af Gods.GCommandments; Pſal.' 1 19.6. Tow batt 


$9t-a £004 Conſcienteg rt4cepe2it bu" your tart in all things 
$0: live bonletly, Heb, i134 8:1 Nazmar muſt be excu> 
ſcd-in-one thing, 1& bow in the houſe'of 'Rinmon, that 
he, might ne. deſpiſe his Maſter, this is enough to 
ſpoil evergmog,! 2: Kings 5. 18.42Some- will needs 
keep Gods -gopd- Will-atid-thd Worlds 100, and fo 
wHl give, bogh, their» curtis 3. they-will-ferve God. at 
home, andycagformy(ro-the: Workd iabroad i ; and? it 

ll be.a og prodtbarithc yl rot.ſwdl- 

aw, rather $8 


e the /goodayill-of '\ men; __ 
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ally great men. Theſe men have-two Faces, 'and  / 
rwo Tonguesz the one for the good,: and the vther 
forthe bad company that they come mto. Some 
held rwo Firſt Principles, the one the common: faun- 
rin of all good ( which is God, )and the other the 
cauſe of all evil, and they worſhiped both rhe good. 
Principles for love, and the evil for ſtar, - Juſt ſuch. a 
Religion are many among us now of, Bur leri them: 
know whoever they are, that while they graſp all;: 
they loſe all : For God will never own Time-ſervers; 
nor Men pleaſers for the Servants of Chriſt; Ephel.: 
6, 6.' Gal, x. 10. 1% Av 1; 

3. With reſerence to you ' praftices.'' And here as ©- 
yer you defire to come to this bleffed life 'of doing 
always theſe things that pleaſe God, you muſt carcfully 
follow theſe (1x Rules. $91 219418 

Rule I. Look round about you to the whole latitade and 
compaſs of your duty. Grear is the Latitude of Chri-! 
ſtianity. The Commandment u exceeding broad, Plalm” 
119. 96. And many Profefſors do ſcarce look more: 
than one way : bur while they intenfly'mind one 
thing, they negle& another. Ir may be while they 
are taken up with the care of religions duties, 'they 
forger relative duries : Or they are: carefubof ' perſo«: 
nal duties, but very' remM in the) duries thar-they® 
owe to the fouls of: theiy families :. Or-rhey-complains 
and mourtrover their owwfihs; butJay  mnorurotheare 
others fins : It may be cheyare morepariaual inahdir 
more immediate duties towards God; but: arevery 
neghgent in their duties rewards Men 3: or rhey-will 
ſpend much Timefor their Souls, bur do little lay ro 
heart the "Caſe of the Thurch,; and $he miſery: of. 
periſhing Soulsthat aretowrie abourtrhiem;”! Poſſible: 
they keeps the' Sabbath fig end pray; and hebyy: 
and fear an Oath ; -but in the mean/rimemake: trite? 
Conſcience bf hreakirig-rheir 'Promiſe s,* paſſing ha- 
ſty and uncharitatye cenſurcs, ſpending rime y——4 
; , k ing 
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\being,unprofitable in their diſcourſe, cloſe-handeg 
ro Godly uſes ; ſuffering finto go unreproved : let. 
ting our cheir paſſions at every petty croſs, Many 
witmind&cheir dury to them that are within, and in 
the mean r1me are very ſhore jn their duties to them 
thats are without This 1s roo common a Caſe, 
Where! & che Chriſtian almoſt that ſeriouſly be. 
thinks himſelf, what might I do to win Souls ? Ir 
may be:you will go on in che company of, the godly, 
where you-may be edifted, but when do you go to 


your *poor aeighbours, whom you ſee tolive. in a. 


ſinful! ſtare, and tell him of his danger, and labour 
rogain him ro Chriſt: ? Yea, ſo much is the preat 


duty 'negle&ed, and our of faſhion, that IT am atraid,. 


maity.queftions, : whether it be a duty or no, As if 
you might let fin lie upon the ſoul of your Brother 
and. yet: be inocent, Liv. 19. 17. If it were bur 
his Ox or Aſs rhat lay ready to periſh, you would 


make' no:queſtion but it wereyour duty to help him, 


out:of- che Ditch -: And do [you think in carneſt, 
that you owe'more theſe; than you do to his ſoul ? 


Is it ro-Miniſters only, or to'all Believers that Scrip«- 


rure belongs?. Prov, 11. 30, The Fruit of therightteous 


35.4, Fred of \Life,: and. bt that» winueth Souls is wif. . 


Snely; the :lives o&-to0- many Chriſtians do ſpeak 
the ſame Janguag® thar Cain-ſpake: with his mourh, ; 


Am Iony Brotbrrs ketper 7o Gen 4: 9+ ' 'Tis true, God... 
will have you keep-every: 008; wichin che; bounds of. 


oangwapes ſtations bur {0-35 30 rake occaſions, yea, 


th ſeck occaſions, as you-ape able, to be doing good. 


to; others. Do you -not> kBow how-to ger within 
your poon: veighbaurs? +. Cx 
dodilins kindneſs,oblige him by; youg courteous; 
* and» (cv inning; cargiages; Then: ;bihall louk. ro fee, 
che Kingdom-of -Chrifk flouriſh .glorioufly,. when c-: 


very one-that profefierh ,godlineb,. thall ariſe. and: 


take hold- of che skirt of -hjs: Neighlzqure - Oh. (ce: 


©. Mx ST 
*% 


bbaurs?:. Carcy an Alms wich you, 


your. 


. Cuty to par 1-4: Brother of his ſto. ; 
Inyour paſþ 


Judicioufly Reſolved. <t 
your negleAs1n this, do not think ir enoughrto keep | 
your own'Vineyard ; Let your Friends. and Neigh- 
bours have no quiet for you, till you ſee them ſery 
rig in good-earneſt to ſeek after Heaven, - Oh if you 
might þring in; but every one his man,-co Chriſt, 
what a blefled thing were this ! I loſe my ſelfin this 
Argument, but Ham contenr-to do fo, this duty be- 
ing ſb miſerably negleRed.. 

: Too many: live as if, Religion lay all in praying 
and bearing, \boly.conference; and. the like, forgetring 
that part: Religion and, wndefiled is this, to wifit the Fa- 
therleſs and"the Widow 'm thuy-affiictions, Jam. 1. 29. 
The other ſhould be ſo done, as that rhis ſhould nor 
belefr undone, You make conſcience of , being juſt 
and' true and: faithful 4 bug do you. -not; forger to 
wifi uportochers by your. kindneſs and affableneſs.? 
as if it were; uor written in-zyour Bibles : Be pitifud, 


'be conrttous, -having compaſſion one.of anther, 1 Petizc8. 


Say:not; in 4$-nort-my nature 3. What doth grace ſerve 
for, .bur to corre&& the evilsot-your temper? Is not 
ours'a'Religion of tclf-denyal'? - 'Do not the Rules of 


.our Religion <njoyn us: to .be followers of. wharſo- 


everis:lovely-and. of good report,..and-mey render 


Religion amiable tothe world ?' Phil. 4, 8. -; 2:15 


Rule £1. Uſe a wiſe jerrcaft; that every duty, may fall in 


its time and ordty; and every worb may haze its room. It 


i5:notenough to-do Gods, work;: butir muſt. bg done 


in hisdrder. ' That which init elf is gopd and nece(- 
ſary,” may be/{o ill-rimed, -as to; become a-fin, Itis'a 
but: to, rip wp 
ongor to: be retorting-upon him, when-he 
is chriſtianly admoniſhing.yon, is a fin. Your world- 
ly bufinefs muſt..not ſhut out Religion; nor Religious 


- duties: rake you ſq up; as to negle&t your callings. 


Bit every duty\muſthavets phee;. But forthe do- 

ing all in Gods order, Take. theſe five Directions. 
Dire}, - Beings at home; in provoking to ghod ANT 

| ou, 
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 \ ſhouldGod plead with You ? Thou that'trarheft: any 
ther tracheF theu'ndt thy (elf ? Rom! 22x; Bean rxun. 
Ple of thine own Ride, elſe the' Hypocrites charge ail 
come ty agatuſt chee, Mar. 23. 4. ': They bind heavy ie- 
ens, -but Will not touch them with one of thejy fingers;:Ob. 
ſerve Gods order, Dent. 6.6, 7. Thiſe words: which 
Command thee, (hall-bt in thine beaxt; That muſt | be;zofr 
fri Care. And then having got our Lefſon well ow 
felves,ve muſt theri'teach' it co orhers :@ndthoy ha it 
Feath them diligently to thy C bildrin, and rell of whem win 
"#bdu; 8c. Ar Tea(t if thou haſt nor already attained/ir, 
-be ſure co learn with che firſt ; and when rhow preſ- 
ſeſt adury, inzend thy (elf firſt, and fpeak - mot to 
-thine own heart a | | 
/ 2» 'In rip1being built 5 Ocherwiſe thou: wile be bran- 
ded for ah Hypocrite, Mat. 74-5. #irft/ caft' the Bun 
- 048" of thine one Eye, We way norrhink; as many do 
- miſtakisglv, thar we 'muſi nor reprove'aporherwhen 
we are puiley of the fame ſin; Barwe muſt in-rſudta 
caſe be fire to caſt the Firſt ſtone ar our ſelves. .- Re 
ſooneſt * angry! with. thy ſelt;'' an& more ſevere; to 
thine own fins, than any -others;-'Tis firange/to.;ſec 
: rhe great cenſoriouſneſs of Profe ſors 20 others,» aridhow 
render they are of ther own'corraprians, /atid' !1m- 
"p "of" reproof.” © Reatlet;:fear: and 'ayodithis 
. 10; 13% = DPS + <> ” ar ? \ - , "0 4 Þ& . 
-.*" Dire, Tf. ' Let God be fo ſerved. Ler God have 
- the firſt of +thy thoughts, 'the-firſt of the: day,' che 
firſt of thy trengrh- + How heavily is God difpleaſed 
with the prophane-Prieſts, * becauſe . they will ſerve 
themſelves firſt, with:Sacrifices before him ? | 2. San. 
2. 15; 165, And itis the holy Counſel'thac one- gives, 
Hold the dobr- of thy" beart” faſt againſi'the worid in tt 
- morning till thy beart bath been fir: im - Heaven,. and: 
Stafoxed and fortified. from thence (againſt: the Temptations 
that thou art like to-meet with as ſoon as thou comeſi down 
kelp, ' Indeed all muſt be;done. as Gods ſervice, 
0 


| Fudicioufly Reſolved. 43 
ſo as that his immediate: ſervice muſt , be done firſt. - 
It is the counſel of ſeveral Heathens, That at ;under-" 
tabings [hou!d be begun with prayer. Saich Aratus,' let 1s 
brgin with God : And the very Mabumetans begin their 
Books always as men do uſe to do their. W1lls, In tbe 
Name of God. 

Dire. LIT. Firſt, Cleanſe the inſide, Mar, F 26s 
Cleanſe firſt that which is within the Cup. 1: Though they 
are much out thar. live as: if albaheir-work-- did lhe 
within door, yer remember thavit-lies. chiefly. here. 
I's a moſt prepoſterous courſe tn Rehigion//to begin 
firſt with che outſide, Fer.4.'14. O-Feriſalen waſh 
thine heart ! When once this 1s done, reformarion 
will ſoon follow m the life. bur nor otherwiſe. Many 
are careful that all that appears. co\-Men: ſhould” be 
beauritul,. but their. hearcs are: neglefed+7 Theſe 
carry upon chem the marks .of-the-Hypocrite, Mat. 
23, 27. 28. And what willaciprofic thee,” Ovain'man, 
to have all keprſecrer from menz-fance- God knows 
and dereRs thee? And hath appointed a day when 
he will rip open all thy pack, and Anatomize thy 
hearc,, before the world, 1. Cor 44154: Eccleſe 121 4. 
Rom. 2. 16. | | 7 ar; 71 | 1 

RR FY Eye thoſe ah 5s that are of + moſt im» 
portance, Mar. 22. 23. The neis:very purt- 
Ctual in lefſer ates; but Pic! 1 ales ache Bees 
things of the Law, Judgment; and Mercy, and Fairh. 
He 1s for a Religion that will coſt him" little : And 
therefore words being good cheap, he will be as 
forward in talk as anv -mighty Zealot in the ; Cir- 
cumſtantials of Religion, OE lo renter 
ous of others that come nor upto higmind,: as men 
of wide Principles and large'Gonfciences::; 'But in 
the mean time; he is very neglipetir/ia2(cret Daties; 
a greaz ſtranger to ſelf-denyal and-4yalkitis: hum- 
bly with God. He ſtrains wonder fully at a'Cereme- 
ny ; but ir may be he can ſwallow the gains of un- 
righreouſnefs, 
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- Fighteouſneſs, or the baits of remperanece faft enough, 

' It may: be-he will decry Superſtition, and neve 
wants 2 ſtone to fling at a 5-4 Church-man :; 
Bur.in the mean time walk looſfly in his Family, 
makes little conſcience ef his dealings, or will. take 
up his Cups as freely as. another, ſo he be nor drank, 
Or if he will not rake a penny of his neighbours e- 
ſtare; he 'is moſt unmerciful ro his good. name, and 


will'rake u rt thar 15 going, - Brethren, you 

muſt alles ett of the leaſt fn and of the feaſt - 
duty. Bur-it is a fearful ſign when men are Zealous I ..;:1 
aganſt leſſer-fins, and yer connive at greater, as theſe ,, 
are, Mat. 20, 24. © with 
/- Direct, V.. Take the fot opportunity when God gives 2d ,,;th 


fit ſtaſon jor wif duty. :' Lex nor Saran, beguile you,. by W w1r 
yrovny 20 wa or-a: better rime. It may bel &- 
thou haſt a purpoſe'vo; reprove thy Brother for his W 16 
fin, but how Jong wilreholi'be a purpofing ?-' Now iſ 60, 
God: gives.thee an opporrunity, it may be thy back. 
ward heart ſaith, [Not now, but another time. ] And 
fo'ir is put off, till he-or thy: ſelf: are removed, or he 
is hardened, . or;ar;leaſt»rhou arr guilry of che fin-tha WW y« 
he commits in the mean while : Becauſe thay haſt 
not done tby dutyxo' prevent if. - It 181 thine heart to 
deat with thine -uncotiverted friend. or neighbour: a. I q+ 
hour his fpicitnalſeſtare, but it-may: be while chou 
art delaying death towes and inatches him away in 
his ſins, or takes w_ off}. and nay elfor everto if a 
any-opporcuritty for ,doing the. ſoul of thy Brother 

an St ow ofren;are;purcloſert tluties hindred, - 
ar micrably' difturbed,.torwant of- care to lay hold 
anche firſt oj zey.2-- We chink another hour in 
the:day RW 1,-byt then one: thing or aro- ld " 
they unexpedediy:iails)p,.that nothing is - done, or | { 
rothing.to-pugpdiee !:Therefore beware of this chear I ©; 
A..man. can- ſcarce peep into the World, but one } 
bxizr or thorn or anorher will catch him, ge | 

Tits JaKe 
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wke opportunity by rhe fore-rop, Oar Saviour would . | 
take his ſeaſon for prayer before day, when his other 


'E work was preſſing. Mark 1. 35. 


Rule III, Do nothing of things Sacred without Gods 
Command : nothing in things Civil with Gods allow- 
ace, Offer not with ſtrange fire. In Gods worſhip 
you muſt ſee you be well able ro anſwer that queſti- 
on, Who hath requiredtheſe things at your hands ? Here 
the command muſt be obſerved without adding or 
diminiſhing,- . Deut. 12. 32., yet underſtanding this 
with two Gaurtions, et 

I. Though men may zot fiamp ther invented Ceremonits 
witha moral ſipnification, nor impoſe, nor uſe them. though 
with good intentions of ediſying the people by drviſed mans, 
Mat. 15.9. Asif Chriſt had nor ſufficiently provided 
for the edifying his: people withouttheir devices, And 
tho nothing, may; be uſed as..a.part. of worſhip thar 
God hath nor commanded, Col, 2, 23. ( for it is E- 
nough-tro make anything rejc hed by the Lord of di- 
vine worſhip )f he ſhall-fay [_T com»%anded it not, ſpeak 
it not, neither came it into my mind. | Jer. 9.31.and 19.5. 
Yet nevertheleſs thoſe things that are merely circum- 
ſtantial, and are in-their general kind neceffary, and 
pot intended as any part or meansof worthip may be 
determined of by. humane . prudence according to 
the general Rules of ,the Word, which muſt always 
be obſerved, 1 Cor. 14. 26, 49+ And for want of un- 
derſtanding, 'may have . 1gnorantly. condemned 
preaching by an Hour-glaſs, in a High place, in 
Churches, by way of Dodtrine and Ute, &+e. run- 
ning from the one extream to another. | hh 

2, We may.not think that Gods Ordinance, re- 
maining for ſubſtance may. be, forſaken, becauſe of 
ſome faults of t he Adminifirators, or in the way of their 
Adminiſiration. The Admmiſiring of Gods Ordinances 
belongs not to the People, burto the , Minifter :- And if 
ve fail in bis dity, by adminiſftring them in a way that ts 
nR 
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' not, and is leſs edifying, it is my grief,” buthis 


N. B, fin. Hophui and Phinebas were corrupt in their 
lives, and brought in much corruption and 
radeneſs into the ſervice of God. Yet Elbanah and 
Hannah with others of the Godly, did nevertheleſs ar- 
tend Gods Worſhip and Sanfuary, 1 Sam.1.2. much 
corruption was crept in; both inco the Dodrine and 
Worthip, and; Lives of. the Adminiſtrators in the 
* Church of the Fews, Yet our Saviour (though 
N+- B. He fill cried down the corruptions, and would 
_ nox joyn in them ) never prohibited Commu- 
mon with them jn Gods Worſhip, but enjoyns! it, 
Mat. s. 4, Mort 40, Luke 5. 14. and. praQtiſes it, 
both He, his Parents and Apoſtles, Lube 2. 21, 22, 
24+. 39,41,42, 46. AQﬀs 21. 23) 24,26, 

But now in things Civil, It is ſufficient that you 
have the allowance'of 'the Word, *tho" not the Com- 
mand : always provided thar the genera! Rules be 
here obſerved,to do all tot he glory of God;r Cor. 10, 31, 
And not ro abuſe our lawful libety to the offence 
of others, Rom. 14. 2. Now your ations being 
thus juſtificable, asro the matter of them ( withour 
which it is impoſſible, had you ſo good inrenti- 
ons to pleaſe God ) the influence and virtue of holy 
Ends into them will be effeual, as to rurn all into 
Religious Duriesz as the touch of the Philoſophers 
Srone turns the baſer Merral into Gold. 

Rule IV. In evtry aftion let God be uppermoſt, but in 
religious attions let God de all, Lit none of your ations 
terminate in your ſelves, but labour to he able in fince- 
rity to give this accqunrt of any thing you ſer abour, 
that rhis you do, becauſe it is pleaſing unto God, becauſe 
this is his will concerning you. Set'a mark upon this 
Caution. Beware in thoſe Aﬀions wherein Self may 
bear a part, leſt it ſhould ſweep Stakes and carry all. 
You may 1n your common Aftions have an eye to your 
outward Commodity, and comfortable Being in the world: 

Bur 


” 


for, Him.:,, When you en 
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Bux this inuſt not. be-the chief thing, much, leſs - the all 
that you deſign herein: For by looking no . higher 
than-ſej, youncur chis.double. miſchief, 1. You loſe 
ſomuch trom your own account 2. You; uſurp up- 
onthe great, Prexogatives of God, I fear we are nor 
aware of the fearful evil chat is i Self-ſeeking 3. it is 
no leſs chan juſtling God, beſide the Throne, and ſer- 
ting our ſelves in his | raom,: It.is Gods great Preroga- 
tive, and the proper, Worſhip: that is due to. him as 
God, that:He ſhould ..be che.{aft End of all the oprrati- 
ans of - 445 bys Fang hat all. our motions. ſhould 
terminare in. Him. |, Now ,vwken, we eye our own. Com- 
nadity and nat God, ,and look to chis more than unto 
God, we arrogate / the divine, Prerogative to our 
ſelves, and ſer our ſelves above Him, which is no leſs 
than, henipus, Idglarrys; Andafir be. ſuch an henious 
fig co how Jown.rt9.4n Image.,. which.is but the givin 
Gods ,pgtward; Worſhip 40 the,C Ipoure: , how. muc 
more 10; ſeek. and; hanour our ſelyes/ before, God-? 
which isto give his enward Worſhip which. of all is the 
rincipal, -to the creature. Oh how many that paſs 
br good Chriſtians will-be found heinous 1dolaters ! 
becauſe they haye: fought their own carnal 'ends 
more.than God and his, glory. And many real Chri- 
ſtans, tho”, xghey mainly. deiign God and his glory, 
Jet in many Rarrien/are Arhons contraft great Gle 
y looking no. higher than chemſelyes in whar the 
do. Iknow you. cannot be always thinking of God, 
yer I would have you never to forget what you have 
been taughr.z. in rhe entrance of every ſolemn aRion 
ro remember God, and make him your end.Lie down 
in, the , Name, ol; Gog. every Evening :* Go forth in 
his Name every Morning, reſolving to undertake all 
b ter. upon your Callings, fir 
down at your -meals, make atiy Journey of Viſir, do 
it as. unto the Lord, with defign to pleaſe him there- 
in. This you may come to with care and warchfulneſs, 
Again, 


: 


- 
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Again, In Religious Attions let Ged*bt all. + Here IA 
(1 mean carnal ſelf ) muſt'be ſhut out : otherwiſe thi 
dead Fire will ſpoit the Box of moſt precious Oyie- 
ment, *Tis true, ſelf will be crowding in, bur you 
muſt knock it down carefully : Orherwiſe if this he 
the predominant ingredient, all your duties will he 
but loft labour. - ar more pleativg re God 'than 
Prayer ? This is Incenſe before him,” Pſal,” 7, 1,1%, 
Whar more delightful than Als ? This is a Sacrifice 
- acceptable and well pleafing unto'him, Phil, 4'*g, 
How happy a Teftimony had Cornelius ?' Thy Praytjs 
and Alms ave cone ud as a 'mumorial before” God," ts 
10, 4. Yer when' ſelf is predominant in' thoſe” Di- 
ties, Prayers, Alms, 8c. are all loft, Mat. 6.'7,-and ty by 


24. %% | | os ana 
Rite V. Whel you bate' dome all, be'tareful tb tiny al, Miva 
Lube 9. 10, or not deny Gods mercy iti inablibgand MN on is 
aſſiſting you : This muſt be with alF chankfulnek M 4 
obſerved. : Bur artriburing nothipg ro your ſdyes, MW yoli 
and giving God all the glory.  Take'the'patrern of Wl burd 
Holy David, 1 Chron. 29. 14. But wvbo am I, and what A 
is my People, that we ſhould offer ſo willingly ? Of thine Wl tim 
own have wegiven thee. [| And of bleffed Pau!, t Cor.  g. 2 
I. 10. Not I, but the grace of God which wag with me) W fav: 
And of good Nehemiah, who when he' kad-done  »/(s: 
'moſt eminent ſervice for Gofd,flies at laſt for pardon- Wl no: 
ing mercy, Neb. 13. 22. Remember me, O God, con- i this 
'cerning this alſo, and ſpare me atcording to the greatiifi © 1ov 
of thy mercy. | | of t/ 
Rule IV; Do all in the-Name o the Lord Jeſs, Col. Wl tr / 
;3- 17, Having carefully ſer out for God in the Mort- I 64. 
10g, and directed your common attions'to him as 'yb» W Sair 
end throughour the day, doing alf in his fighie,” arid I 4s. 
with a deſire to pleaſe him therein, bring alt ro Chiifl IN 7 4: 
in the Evening, and preſent all unto God by kim, con- | 7b 
fidenrly expeRing Gods acceprance atid reward for © Evo 
all that you have done, For this he hath promiſed, FE bur 
be 
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re Jef, Wc your ations never ſo mean, 'becauſe they 'were 


ſe this ire as his ſervice, Col. g. 22; 23, 24--Ephel.'6,6, 7.2. 
Oyir- Wt you negle& his, you loſe all at laſt : For God will 
r you Wiccept of no ſacrifice bur from the hand of the Prieſ, 
his be nd cherefore you muſt look for no acceptatice witle 


dd, nor any reward from him, but only throzgh 
hriſt, x Pet.2. 5. Fobn14.6. You muſt he ſure there- 
"re not only to make a formal menrtion'of Chriſts 

me,but ro build a'l your hope 6f ſucceſs ohly up- 
on him, and ro come to' God, with an aQtual and 
lively dependance upon him.__—— | 

Thus F have reſolved the Cafe propounded, I will 
bur Anſwer an ObjeQtion, and brietly preſs your Du- 
ty by ſome Mortves, and ſo conclude. 

0952. You bind heavy burdens, What muſt we be 
Y of, Walways in che Traces? Surely this ſeverity of Religi- 


and I on is more than needs. 
Ines 4. 1* Burden man ! why, itis thy Happieſt; Tf 
yes, Wl Holineſs and pleafing God be a burden,” 'Health is 
n of I burden, Heaven and Happineſs are burdens. * © - 
phat Anſ. 2, This 1s no otheer burden than what God 
vine Wl kimſelf, hath bound upon your Conſciences, Rom. 
«Of. 6. 20. Who art thou, O Man, that riplieſt againſt'God * 
we.) WO Have | put upon youa deviſed ard unneceſfary frict- 
one I 1/5? Or bound thar borden upon you which I will 
on- IF not rouch with one of my fingers?” 1 Cor:g.8, SyT 
00- I this 28 2 man, Or ſaith not the Law tht ſamen'ſo? I prav 
mf WW you whoſe word is "this? Be they in the 2 v 
ef the Lord all the day long, Prov. 23.175. Ds «to 
ol, I £5 glory of God, 1 Cor. 10, 13. Exiy iſt thy Frlf wato 
rt- WW 604, 1 Tim. 4. 7. What have [ prefied, bur whar the 
mu FF Saints have prattiſed, Phil.” 3. 13, 14. One thin?-I 
nd WW ds. 1 pres towards the Marb, Pial. 27.4. Ore thinz have 
fl BN 7 4cfred of the LorditHat will T fork after. And Pitts. 8. 
n- W Thy ſervant that is deunted. fo thy ferr, Gen, $. 22. 
or i Ezoch walked with God three hanaved years, Wha: 38 this 
bur whar'che Scriprure hath foretold ſhall ve? 75g 
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[oof wajk: up and-down in-the-Naye of the Lord, Tech 
IO. 12, Tb fall be vpon the Buls of the Horſes, and thy 
Pot on, Feruſalym, bolingſs:to the Lord, Tech 14, 20, 1 
Piipure-not againſt-God, but up and be doi It1 
an 11] ſign-when che heart riſesagainſt the ſtridtnes c 
-the duty-: You utterly miſtake. in, thinking this lik 
of ſtrineſs. ro be a bondage. Who have, joy w 
:fpeakable and fyll of glory. ? Who do. know 
peace! thar paſſerh, all, ynderſtanding, if. nor tho 
that do thug, walk wich God. ? 

Now, my Brethren,. let;zme beſeech voy. to be 
conſcienticus.PraRirigners, of, this great Leflon, Sty 
dy to Go always thoſe thirgs that are pleaſmg- un 
God. Oh that I. knew. bug how to. engage you; 
chat l.copld bur get. yau to (et theſe Rules before you 
all che days-of. your lives: for the. prafiice.!, *Tis ng 
enough that you give the hearing, and. like the 
Preacher, and approve .the DoCtrane. Bur Sirs, 
what, wil you do,? . Too many of my: Hearersare 
like Exekics, Chap. 33.32+. What ſay. you - Brethren, 
willyou learn with ms, ?;  C.chat 1 mightlead you on 
to a through. acquatntance with. the ſtriftneſs and 

ower of. Religian, and. thar-haly. frame that vill 
Geds delight and. your, flicity,. Brethren, wha 
Teck I for: ?, God, knows (lys.1%, my gmbcn, that 
may but Þe]p.you on. in. the. way of holineſs : I would 
not. .that you thould be ſuch bad Proficients, as, to be 
always of. che. lower ferm, and keep, on'meer]y in; 
dull znd barrencourſe, . My . defire for T0 1s, that 
.yov ſhould nor be Shurbs, burCedars, of tall growrh, 
choice experience,. ſingular Communjon,--walking 
with God- ſhining to che: convittion of, the world, 
Will you letme, but preyail, with yau. in. ſo. good a 
Deſign.; Why-ſhould:yoy mourn. ar.the. laſt and fay, 
How have T hated in(iruttion;and my heart deſpiſed Reprool} 
J baut not obeyed the voice of any Teachers nor inclined 
4ax to thes? that inſirufied me, Frey. 4. 11,1213 188 
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Fl 
1 may invite you” to this holy: courſe. Confider, 

I, It i vey poſſible: For firſt; God is very! raſsr ro be 
taſed : He 1s not Ikea froward Maſter that .cannor, 


thar will nor be pleaſed. If you do bur makeit your 
ſtudy | and © your:care to pleaſe him, and throughly 
ſer your hearrs'to it, your willing mind fhall be ac- 
cepted; '2-Cor. 8. 12, And: tho* you ſhould: not go 
trough with the. work, God will ſay; Trou-didf well 
that /it mas in thy heqrty;. 2 Chron. 5.8, When the beart 
i ſro pleaſe rhe | Lord, and we'dov eafeignedly 
puvt>1r; tho! there be-yvery many failings, God will 
overl6dlurhem; '2Chrow(g07 1:8; 19,20. 

'Secondly, God” hath told} you whar will pleaſe 
kim, and hath cur.out your work ro your hand. You 
need not ſay,wherewith ſhall we come bzfore the-Lord? He 
hath (ſhewed you what # good, and what be r:quireth of you, 
Mich..6:6,7, 8: Yow need not ſay, Wham {ſhall aſcrud 
into Hiaven. to bring down the mind'of God from Heaven 
No.the: word is-nigh.you, Rom: 10.6, 75, 8. God hath 
ſet before you in his Law, as in a Table, on one ſide 
the things thar pleaſe ; on the other, thoſe that dif» 
pleaſe hum, Oh chat you may be found among» thoſe 
that chooſe:the things that pleaſe him. Iſa, 564435. O- 
therwiie fince you know your Maſttrs wil!, and you do 
3: nor, you - will: be: found” worthy of many-Aripes, 
Luke-12.47.. © | 

Thirdly,” God hath-given particuſar Rules for the 
doing ot all your work'in that: mannerthat will pleaſe 
Him, Had God tvyld\you only whar muſt be done; 
and not how it muſt be done ; you might have been 
at'a loſs : Bur he hath preſcribed the very manner, 
how every thing muſt be done- that you. might- have 
full direton, Rom,12:8. 1 Pet .4. 11. Heha'th ſhew+ 
et you how you muſt pray, and-hcar, and: give 
Alms : How you muft carry it in all your relations. 
He hath told you nor only - how:y-ou-muſt faſt, bur 
how you muſteat!. ro wit, with watchfulnetſs, and 
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remperance : not as thoſe who have -nothing to do 
bur to fill their paunches, but with an eye to hi 
glory, as thoſe thar are feeding an revelling the ſer- 
vants of Jeſus Chriſt. He hath ſhewed you, not cn. 
ly how you ſhould reſt on the Lords day, but how you 
muſt follow your Calling on the reſt ; to wit, with 
diligence avd difcretion, Minding hum as your end, 
as thoſe that herein ſerve the Lord C hriſt. Hehath 
rold you how you muſt manage your dealings, with 
equity and charity, doing the very. ſame to others, 
that your conſciences tellyou, you. would have them 
in the lke caſe todo wto you ; how you muſt 
even as thoſe rhat know he compaſſeth yobr bath 
and your lying down ; and how you muſt awake ; 
ro wit, fo as to be ſtill with him. 

Fourthly, God bath given you ſpecial belps to this ena; 
You have the mind of Chriſt, 1 Cor. 2.16. And you 
have the Siprit of Chrii, 1 Cor. 2.12. Indeed then 
that arein the f/Ch cannot pitaſe God, But you are not'in 
the fleſh, but in the ſpirit, Rom. 8.8, 9. You that are 
Belcivers have not the Law only in your Bibles, but 
in your Rearts, Heb. 8.1%, | 

Il. Tt 3s very profitable. Glorious advantages (hall 
you have by this courſe. Firſt, this is the moſt ſpeedy 
and certain way to aſſurance : for want of which ma- 
oo you-complainz bur henceforth you muſt com- 
plain no more : For either you will follow this courſe, 


andthen you will have jr : Or you will nor, ard 


then ceaſe your hypocritical cemplaints, when it 1s 
through your own wilful diſobedience that yov are 
withourtict, When once you are kabiruated to this 
courſe, and do find # to be. the chiet of your care, 
and that which your very hear's are fer upon above 
all things elſe, ro glorifie and pleaſe God, and approve 
your ſelves in his fight, you cannot want aſſurance, un- 
leſsrhrovgh your own ignorance : For this 15 the 
moſt undoubred evidence 1n the world, that you vo 

| the 
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the Children of God, whatever unallowed failings 
you may be guilry of. , 

S:condly, Hereby you ſhall be certain of Gods gra- 
cious and favourable preſence always with you : See 
the Text, He that ſent me 15 with me for I do always 
thoſe things thar pleaſe him. 

Thirdly, By this means you ſhall be always laying 
wpa Treaſure in Heaven, Brerhren,What are you for? Are 
out men forererniry, or are you tor preſe: tchings ? 
5 your deſign for Glory, Honour and Immortality ? 
Are you for Riches in the other” World ? Or of 
Dang-hill Spirits, preferring your part in Par#s before 
your part in Paradiſe? If you are for true Riches, here 
6 your way : By this you ſhall be dayly and hourly 
mcreafing the ſtock ot your own glory : My vehe- 
mence 1s only,rhat fruir may abound to youraccount; 
thar all you do mighe meer you in Heaven, and: 
Chriſt may ſhew your good works another day, as 
the Widows did Dorcas her Garments, Ads g. 39, 


— — 


CHAP. HM. | 
A Fourth CASE of CONSCIENCE. 
WW: wearine(s in, and; unwilllegneſs to dutits, 


may ftand with grace, and what not ? 

For the reſolving this, ſome diſtinAj- 
ons muſt be promiſed, and then ſome Concluſions. 
elicited. 

Ditinft. This wearings and »nwiliingneſs muſt be 
diftingaiſhed. r. Aecording to che Degrees of it, 


and o ir is either partial and gradual, or elle preva-. 


lent and plenary, 2, According to rhe SubjeF of ir; 
And fo this wearineſs is cicher of the Members, or elſe 
of the Mind, 3, According to the - prevalengy of ir. 
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and ſo1t 15 exchgr. traxſcent aud occafronal, or cle [etl 
and babitual, 4. According to the ſenſe we have of i; 
and-ſo 1c15 eicher matrer of akowance ro us, or mat- 
ter Of annoyance. 5. According.to the Cauſe of -it, and 
to 1c 1s elrhef from a fixed , aiflike of , food, -or elle 
from an a*cidental dilemper of. the Stomach. 16. Ac 
cording tothe effects of 3t, for it js either viftoriou 
and makes us give; over'duties, or elfe-abhorred and Wl 6a 
repulſcy »y Grace, the Chriſtian ſtill holding-on ig 

tize way of Duty. —_ 

Concls. 1. Where this wearinefs is only in the I © 
Eemoers (or ar leait.chirfly ) but rhere is ſtil a willing. WM 
ne{5 of tie Mind, this 15.no,mwrrer of queſhoning ow MW 1® 
Efizze, Where the 6;4\qut-goes and out-daes-the WW * 
body, and the. Appetite, to , Duties .continues: tn. vi- WY © 


gour, tho" chere be 4 languiſhing of rhe. natural flrngth m 
aud wearinels of che Bodily Qrgazs, this is not our-fin, tO 
bur aFi1*tion. Bar coo commygnly the body hath { n 
mach inJucnce upon the Mind, .2nd cauſcth a lifilefs g 


neſs and fluggiſhnefs rhere, and makes ir negligenc ) 
jn irs oFice : Ycr when this .dath proceed from the 8 
failing of the ſpirirs, tired with bodily labour and ex- 
erciſe, and from che'diſtempers bf tie patrs,our moſt | 
pitiful Father confiders our frame, and remembers 
we 47ebuciduſt : 4nd our merciful High Prieſt; thar 
Is nor untouched with the ſenſe of our infirnuicies 15 
ready co frame our excule, Thi the (pirit is itting, . 
but the fleÞ is weak. | p 
2, Wnere our wearineſs in, and wiwilingneſs © du- 
ries, 15 oaly gradzaland partial, .not, pimary and priva- 
lent, ic 1s not ſufficient ro conclude. our "(elves grace- 
leſs ; While tae Twins are rogether 1n the Womb, 
and- rwo Nations within our bowels, there will be 
Contrary inclinations, The icſh will never fay Amer, 
to4 good motion as ſuch, bur will be luſting againſt 
the Spirit, and will hang back when _.the Spirir puts 
forwards, and pulls down when the Spirit bends 6p: 

| WATCGS 3 


Tudiviouſly Reſolved. 
ards : $o thar while corraption- remarneth, their 
will be always a-difſenting parry, and continual con» 
flits, from whence ir is no wonder there ſhould 
ariſe ſome weatineſs : Yer rhe Spirit is the prevailing 
tereſt, and rho' oftentimes foy!ed, yer hath moſily the 
maſtery in the combar, and carries ir againſt che 
fleſh, though nor withour muck reſiſtance and relu- 
&ancy from the rebel opponent. 

3. Where'this wearineſs is only tranfert, during the 
preſent rempration or defetion, which as ſoon as 
che ryred Soul can ger oat of ir, rerurns to irs former 
remper and pleafure' in holy duries, rhere 1s only 
marter of humiliation. Bur when it 45 rhe ſerled, per- 
manentiand habitual frame of the mind, it is a mat- 
cer of queſtioning our conditions. The Holy Pal- 
miſt under a difſertion, was even almoſt perſwaded 
ro give over wich-Religion 5 bur when he 1s bimſeſf, 
nothing is ſo ſweer, ' nothing fo lovely and defirc- 
able ro him, as the duties of: holineſs, Burfor them 
who Fave in.their ordinary ſertled courſe and frame, 
no mind*to:daties, butare-halled co:rhem. by Con- 
ſcience, 'or engaged by:Company, as Cuſtom, or the 
ke, their caſc 4s fearful in char meaſure, thar duty 
1s unpleafing and” nor loved. - 2765 

4. "Where this wwe2avi#iſs of; and unwillingneſs-29 
Durtes is painful and grievous, as a ſore in-the- Eye, 
as a fickne(s In the Heart, rhe ſtare'1s:good ;' but 
where. ir/is racurally allowed :, and 'meets with 
little or no reſiſtance, it is a black mark. For hits 
argues 'there is nothing 'bur fleſh, thar there is no 
contrary-/Principle in ſuch a heart. For if there 
were, the Spirit would ar leaft make oppoſition :; 
This was the very frame of thoſe unfanGifed fin- 
ners that counted the Sabhaths and ſervices of God 
an unproficable burden, a very wearineſs, a bondage ' 
not to be born, Mal. 1. 13. A gracious heart when 
urdgrduch a diſtemper, as thar Gods ſervice ſeems a +. 
[C4] wearineſs -. 


46 Caſes of Conſcience 
we4ariniſs, 15 even weary of himſelf, while this is bur. 
denfom heis a burden to himſelf. He cantor enjo 
himſelf, while in ſuch a frame wherein be Cannot en. 
joy God : and it this be the Caſe, our State is good, 
though the frame be bad. 

s: Where this wearineſs and anwillingnt is not 
from a rooted ditilike of the food, but an accidents! 
and preternarural jndifpoſition of the ſtomach, ox 
being dilappointed of Gods preſence: in duties, the 
main flare is ſafe. You know under a diſtemper the 
A ppcrire may diſguſt, and nauſeaze the food that a 
man doth love above all other meats when he is well, 
2nd fo ic is here. : Do you when you are your ſelves, 
rel:i/h more {eernef(s 1n Gods ſervice than in your 
Mears and Drinks ? Are no ſweets ſo delightful to 
you as fellow{bip and communion with God when 
you can attain toc in duties ? Do you come away 
riſcontented becauſe you tannort meet with God ? I; 
the ground why- your countenances fall, and your 
hearcs be ciſcouraged, becauſe you have (with ibem) 
toyled and fpreail the. Net, and have nor caught 
what you went for 3 hecauſe 50u-have no anſiver 
nor incom- from God ? _ If ic be thus, ic is a fign your 
hearrs be ſer upon God 2. And thar; you plate the 
happineſs and comfort of your. lives jn God,” and fo 
thac your ſtate is fate : Ocherwiſe when there is 2 
fixed antipathy co duties; and -an habitual diſlike 


fad. 4 24.54 .* 
6. Wixrzre our wearineſs and unwillingneſs is ſach as 
makes us. to: give» over our duties, fo as tolive in 
rhe ordinary neglett of them, ir is a fearful ſign: Bur 
where notwithſtanding preſent di(couragements, we 

hold on in the performance of our dutics,and a hum- 
| ble waicing upon God, for removal of our- difficul- 
ties cill-we'are brought to a hetrer frame, this argues 
well, The Church her telf may be greatly deſerced. 


Bur 


of them and contrariety to them, the Caſe is yery | 


Tudiciouſly eforved. 


Zut then ſhe gives nor over Duties, but ſecks atrer 
her beloved, and makes diligent enquiring, and will 
noc be at reſt until ſhe hath found him. But the hy- 

acrire gives up and will not wait upon the Lord any. 
ning Noc bur. that a. deſerred Soul, may under 
the violence of temptations omir dutics for a tine 3 
But his condition this while is moſt painjul, reſileſs and 
grievous tohim, and hequickly returns again, and 
never comes to live quiet, in the ordinary omiſſion 
of: known duries, 

Conclu, 57. When our wearineſs and unwillingneſs 15 
ſuch as makes us fall out with the ſervice of Chriſt, 
and willing to caſe our ſelves of his yoke, and to 
throw off his burden : This is a bad fign : Bur whett 
we fall out with our ſelves, and juſtifie and approve 
Chrifts Ways and Service, it 15 well. Thus it was 
with Pax! : He doth not quarrel! with the Law, as 
too ſtri& and roo ſevere, nor thing of breaking off 
his bonds, and taking his liberty, bur he pleads for the 
Law, and gently approves it and commends ir, and 
condemns the backwardnefs of his own nature, Rom- 
7, 12, 25. When men are more willing to be rid of 
Chrifts burden, rhan of che diſtemper chat makes ir 

rievous, and-caft about for eaſe, by widening cheir 

ds, and nor by bringing their minds to them, ir is. 
a wotul diſcovery of an unſound heart, And thus: 
much for this Caſe. 


I aiſes of Conſcience 


ee, 


Awakening Queſtions *Propounded to 


the Unconverted, 


And Counſels to the Converted, 


Har I may reach every Mahs Caſe, I ſhall ſpeak 
K& ſomerhing to the Unconverted, and ſomething 
to the Converted. 
For the Unconverted, there are rheſe Six Quefions 
which I would adviſe them to pur to their Souls. 


Q. I. What Eftate did wy Soul come into the World in? 
Was jr not in a ſtate of -Death, Eph. 2. 1. An Eftate 
of "Wrath? Verſe 3. Sirs, awake and. bethiak ,your 
telves where you are, and whicther you are going, 
While you are in your natural ' unconverted._ unke- 
lieving ſtate, all your ſins are unpardoned, and the 
wrath of God abjderh on you, Acts 3. 19. Fobn 34,36, 
Suppcſe you ſaw a poor Creature hanging. over a 
burning nery furnace by norhing bur A;Lwine, thread 
hxe to break every momenr,.-would; nor your hearts 
tbake icr (uch an one ? Sirs, it is your yery Caſe,you 
hang over the infernal burnings by nothing, bur che 


{mall thred of your lives, which you know nor but ir - 


may «rack the ext moment, and then where are 
you © Is this a Cate for you ro go on merrily, and 
contentezly wm ? 


Q. IT. What condition is my fou! now in? Am I chang- 
£d agd renewed by converſion, or am I not? Speak 
conſcience, hach this man, this woman been ſound- 
ty and favirgly changed both in Hearr and Life ? 
Where are your Evidences ? Can you ſhew the 
marks 


i eak 
. ung 
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Thdiciahſly' Reſolved. 
marks - of the Lord Jeſus upon your ſouls 3 Let your 
Conſcience anſwer : Where was the place ? Whar 
was the means ? When was the time that thy ſoul 
was throuchly renewed ? Ar leaſt if 5cu cannor 
ſhew the Time, \Place, nor Means, can you prove 
the Thivg ? [Can you fay with him, | one thing T 
know, that-whereas 'I was blind, I now ſee.;] ' Sirs, 
be not deceived, I tell you whatever you-be, and 
whatever you do, norhing wil ayail you to Salvation, 
except you be new/Creatures, Gal. 6. 15. 


Q. III. What. if I ſhould loſe my ſau! ? What fair work 
ſbould I make of it then ? This 1s very poſſible, Mat, 
16. 26, Yertir is the Caſe of the moſt : There are 
bur few, few of the Children of-men that do eſcape . 
ſafe ro Heaven, Mat. 7. 14. Sirs, be aware of your 
danger, and \fcar leſt a: promiſe being left of entring. 
into Reſt, any of .you ſhould ar laſt. come ſhort of rg 
Htb.. 4. 1. Suppoſe a man were to travel through 
ſome perillous Wood or Wilderneſs, having bus 
one Jewel in all che World in which his 44 was . 
bound up, and- ſhould ſee ſame ſtand on one} hand, 
and ſome. on. the.ather,' and here. one . company itt , 
this place, and another in. that, crying .out under 
the hands of ſome cruel Robbers 2 -Oh 1n what fear... 
would this Traveller go, leſt he ſhould loſehis Jewel 
and be robbed of -all;at .ovce ? . Why, thou. art 
the man... This Traveller is chy ſelf : This Jewel is . 
thy Soul : This Wilderneſs, or Wood, isthis World : 
thou art ro Travel through ſwarms, of Sins, Legi- 
ons-of Devils, -a whole: \World- of . Temptations, 
Theſe. are the Robbers thar lie in waſt fer. thy ſoul. 
and if- all that theſe can-do, can: keep thee.out of. 
Heaven. thou ſhalt neyer come there. . Oh wharf: 
thy. Pride, or Worldlinefs, thy Delays, -and-Triz - 
flings in Religion, ſhould ar laft berray thy-Soul ite 
the Robbers hands! ;Ocher:Jofles, may. be: repairs... 
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ed; bur thy Sout being once loft, God is loft; Clirip 
loſt, Heaven, all loſt for e rniore, 


Ve 


age Creatures in the 
Arms, he asked, Wh 


, at have the. 

© Countries no Children 2 $o ir ma 

Y Mong us, thar re Early and late 

a their world! Y buſineſs, bur letthe care of Religion 
'e by neplefted 3 whac 

Why man, haſt thou a 


Soul, and Jet does fo lietle in 
thy Cloſer, lictle in thy Fami 
for ir? wh 


amily, from day to = 

at meaneſ} thov, © ' aoup Ariſe, call 
upon thy God, that thou Periſh not, Foggh I. 6, 
hat will become of 


thy Soul, if thou lookeft to ic 
at Chits carele(; rate ? - 


Q. V, nh if God ſhou!d this weht require thy Soul ? 
Wore WOh/d dcath land thee + Luk. 12, 1 9, 20. Fhere 
Was one that promiſed him&1F WeDY Merry dayes and 
Wears, as it is Ike thou. 5 but that Game nighe 
God catled for his Soul. $j 

? 


COme 
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Tudicioufly Reſolved. 6 - 
come 1n peace ; then thou mighteſt look death-/1n *: 
the face, thou mighreſt look dangers in the' face? 
Yea, look Divils in the face, and never be afraid 3 
Oh Sirs, it there be any Enſurance-office for Souls 
in all the world,one would think you ſhould be ſcek- 
Ing to It. - And rhus much for the Queſtions, which 
though of ufe ro all, yer were intended: chiefly for 
unconverted, 1mpenirent Souls, 


————— 
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Counſcls and Cordials for the 
Converted. | 


The Counſels are theſe. 


Coun, I, Hat yu put hard to it, to get that by 
theſe hazartons opportunities that may 


- quit all your Cot;What pirry is irthar 
you ſhould adventure much and yet again bur little ? 
How ſad would ir be,” if you ſhould at laſt ſuffer 
deeply for your Conſcientions attendance upon God 
m ach ſeaſons, ard when you come into a priſon or 
Incro Baniſhmenr, ſhould find that you had not got 
that by them that would bear you out. : 


Coun. IE. That yu value no mercy barely as it ſerves 
intontent to your fl: ; but as it flands in ordtr to Eter. 
nity : and may ſerue to the ſurthtirng your Makers glo'y. 


' - God hath preſerved you liberties, and harh reſtored 


mine, Bur what of all this ? Unleſs we emprove 
our hberties for Ecerviry, what are we berterthan 
thoſe thac are in Priſon, if this be all the advantage 
we have, a hrtle more content to our ficſh ?£ The 
Cypher pur to rhe Figure is of great Confideration, 
but pur by ir (elf, ir ſ!gnifies noching ar all, ' Theſe 
Creature 


* © 
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"62 Caſes of Conſcience 
-- Greature comforts feparated from their reſpe&.to- 
God and Erernity, are of no value : But in order to 
cheſe-ends they ſignife much, We have caſ-and 
fulneſs, when-many others are in pains, aud in po- 
verty.z. and we have much the ſtart of chem, if we 


' be wile to improve our: Health in laying in. apace " 
againſt a wet day, and preparing apace for Erergity : vt 
And if we ſerve the Lord with the- more -ahundavr fl 
diligence, and chearfulne(s, and gladneſs of heart-in -s 
the abundance of all things. But if -this -be-all-ive { 
have by ir, that our Bones do lie a little ſofter, and " 
our Palaces are rickled with a lirtleche.more delight, c 
what profit have we by our- health, .or our eſtates? | 
If they that be ſick, or poor; do love the Lord as well, 2 
or ſerve the Lord as much as we,they haye the advan- A 
rage of us, andbetrer-were it: for us to-be-poor and b 
fick as they be. - 


TS Ar KT T8 . 

.Counf, II, Reſt zot in probabilities for Hiaven, but 
Jabour for cert ainties. Betoved, certainty may be bad : Elji 
the counſel of: Gad. to. wake our Calling and Eltftion .fure 
were in-yain, 2 Pet. x. 10, Elſe the experience of che 
Saints were byt a deluſion : Whoxells us rhey know 
they are paſſed from Death. 30. Life, x Jobs, 3 4. 
BETS Hr Fob 194 2.6, 25+, Elſe. the poweror ſelf -re- 
fleMon were to.no purpoſe, and the ſpirit which is 
in man ſhould not know the things of the man, 1 Cor. 
2..11.: Now Ita certainty may be bad, willyou not-pur 
1n.for jt, and turn. eyery ſtone. but that. you will get 
1r 2, Sirs, now, if ever, you bave necd ro pur hard co 
. de, ro-ger aſſurance. We are ar miſerable uncercain- 
tics for all ourward enjoyments ; we know not how 
lognwe may be calledco part with them all : Chri- 
ſtians, what do you mean ? Will you be content-ro 
have nothing ſure ? Will you not ſertle your ever- 
laſting condition, now you are ſo unſetled as to your 
outward condition ? What will you do in the day of 


vification 


21: 
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viſrarion,. when extremity comes -in. upon you, if- .. 


you have.no aſſurance that God will.-receive you ?: Tt 
would; make .ones Heart tremble. to think of: being 
pur upon ſuch. fearful remptation to part,with all 
tor Chriſt, and not to be fure of him neither.? O 
man, what,anadvanrage will the temprer_now have 
upon thee,, when ho ſhall ſuggeſt, wilt chou be, ſuch 
aitool as.to ler.go all arronce. ? ; Thouſceſt Heaven is 
not (ure, Chriſt -i5-,not ſure , therefore keep the 
World whilſt chou;kaft irg-; and hold, what. thou haft 
ſuxe > Beloyed, what: afeartul ſighting of .God and 
comempt of heaven, and-glory, aud all the Promiſes 
doth this-argue; thar:yqu-can-be-content. to be at uti- 
certainties whether they be yours or no? How many 
ot you be there that do not know wherher you be 
golg to: Haayen-or: tor Hell? i. And what deſperate 
cazelcineſs,dath- this argue,” ta go on from Week ro 
Week in ſych.a caſe? ,Some-hopes you have that you 
ſhall do well, bay pur not:me off with.hopes, . neve 

be-ſatisfed till, yourare able 20 ſay, notonly, I hope. 7 
ſhall bn; ſaved, but: Lengw 1 am. paſſed: fromdeath to liſe.; 
I know: that whtn the earthly bouje of this tabernacle (hall 
be diffatordye1 baue building not maar ath.bands, &c. 
2 Gor, 5 Ti '0 01 lt 24 | } vl \ of I \7] 

1) 1. 4&4h Bl 104 BS. 453147, i if faicaro rs; 

. Coun, JV, -Be-wot ſatizfied withthe trgth of Gract, but 
reach, after. the:-.growth, - +Dg, not think. all is done 
when:yeu have arrained the, Evidence of,Grace, but 
put on hard rewards; the. 1ucreaſe... aLhac per= 
ſon that doth nor deſire and deſign perfection, never 
came upto fineeriry., He. that defires Grace, truly, 
defires it nat-barely;ava\ bridge ro-Heaven, .. and {o 
$0 {eek no! mote than will juit bear njs charges thij- 
4Ler.: Bur he defires 4 for ks own fake ;. And there- 
fore defires the-height of ir.; Thar perſon that de- 
fires Grace only for Heavens ſake,, and enquires what 
ks the:loweſt meaſure of. Grace that any one may 
| have 


64 Caſes of Conſtience 
' Have any come to Heaven, (by which he medtieth bur 0 
tobe ſaved: from miſery) upon this defign; oe if 
he could but come to that pirch* he would defire nv 
more 3, thar perſon 1s rorren ar che hearr, Chriſtians, 
the Lord doth expe of you. that you ſhould. nor 
be Babes and Drawts; He looks now. eſpecially thar 
ou ſhould make ſome progreſs : What doyou more 
than heretofore ? What ! Do you feel his Spurs in 
your fides, and his whip at Jour backs 3 'and yer 
never mend your pace'in Relig1 


- 
wr og —_ 


| $10Nn, not ſtir one jor 
the faſter ? Lerme commend to you Paul's ſtudy, 
Phil. 3. 12,13, 14. Irargiics a baſe and uhworthy 
ſpiric ro content our ſelyes with little things in Re- 


ligion, 
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Coun, V. Labour that Holiniſs may bicome your Nature 
and Rtigion your Biſmefs. Then'you are%come'to ſome- 
whar indeed in Rehjgion,' when-the work of God is 
become your natural and beloved Inmipioyment; your 
Meat and Drink, your Work and Wages. When your 
Tongues and Hearts db as naturally 'rution God, as 
ethers on and of the World : Muctt of that may'be 
aftamed'by conſtant Careand\Prayee," ' Brethren; ter 
Gods work be done by you, not by the by, 'but as 

our greateſt buſineſs, Seek firſt the Kingdom of God , 
Mat. 6.33. © And {0 whatſaever you be, you may be 
able ro give thar accounit'sf your ſelves, that our Sa- 
'yiour did when they enquired of Him, that you are 
about your Fathers buſmeſs, Luke 2:59; t 


» +, Coun, VI. Confine not your Religion to your Knees, but 
carry oz as tven-(fun thread of Holineſs through your whote 
Corſe, Brethren, "irs the diſgrace of Religion, 'thar 
"Chriſtians are ſo unhke (themſelves, unleſs it be 
when they are in holy Duties. This wounds Religi- 
on to the quick, when it ſhall be ſaid of Profeſſors, 
theſe Men indeed will pray like Angels, but for 
<= ought 
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Judiciouſly Reſolved. 


ought we ean ſee they are as peeyiſh and gs:Torch y 
as any other Men, and they are as hard in their 
Dealings, and make as litle.. Conſctence of their 
Words as others do : Beloved think not Religien, 
lies only, or chiefly, in. Praying, Hearwg, Reading, 
No, you muſt be. threughgurt ReL5jous Sis, bring 
forth your Religion our: of your,.Cloſers mto your 
ordinary Courſe, Ler-there not he a lite of Holi- 
neſs on the outſide of the Cloath, bur ler. Holinefs 
be woven into the whole of. your Converſations, 
Here lies rhe excellency._ and difficulry. of Religion. : 
When you have the baits of inremperance before 
you, then to hold che Reins hard, and; deny.,your 
neſh, when you have provogation- before you,. and 
then to bite 1n your pafſions, and: bridle the: unrudy 
Member : When you have Dealings, with others : 
Then to proceed by that golden.Rule of Equity and. 
Chariry, To do te others as your Conjcience tells you, you 
would bave them do in libe Caſe to you; When. you are 
cailed upon in your ſeveral Relations, then. ro be- 
have your ſelves with thar rendernfs and love, with 
that reverence and obedience,wirh'thar courrefie and 
condeſcenrion and kindneſs that ,becqmes . you-,in 
your yarious capaciries ; In this I ſay lies che excellen- 
cy of Religion. ER won. 


Coun, VII. Ever walb with your Exd in your: Eye. It 
1s rrue, accorcing the uſual -Similtrude.. The Tra- 
veller thinks nor- of his Journeys,and every Niep, nor 
need he : Yet there. is no, Traveller. bur. thinks, of ir 
ar his ſerring ' ovit : Brerhren, + 'chere; is, .noghin 
hinders bur that with prayer and Whartghfulnels 
you might come to this, in every. . ſolemn , affion 
ts mind God as your End : Impoſe this upon your 
ſelves as your daily Rulero walk by, never to lye 
down bur wich theſe rhoughts | well, 1 will make, | A | 
of my Bed as an Ordinance of God, for my natural Refrep- 

ment. 
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"nation, 
we ſhould be much-in the rial of our ſelves, 
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mext that firpaxt' of "bi6 
Nevet totife up bur ol 

Nat 


* about our 'Callings; but: 
_ E: will ſet obont Wy Eiptoyment in Obifien-e to Gol 
Recaufe 
Pract qnil Ration, Never to ſet down to your Tables 
but thinking; I witl now Et and arinke not meer'y 2 
Jet wyfleth, but td Gher8h-a Serv ant of Chrift Fiſus, that 
be may bizve ſtrength for bis ſervice : } Charge this up- 
on Your ſelves, 'ind examine in the evening, how. you 
: habe hitided ir; 26d theck your ſelves wherein you 
"come Thott; O88 Teitiirhis, wnd you are 'come to 
\foitlething : And youſhall Have the andoubred Evi. 
; detit©'of your finceriry, and fhall-know the'infide 'of 
Tat: bleffedtnyfſtery 'of wdkKing with God, 


Coun, TIT. By; and "dn move thin o#dinary in Your 
"; Familits tl Cliſits, now'in the 4s ts of the more pu6- 
4; Forts bag D221] DEL ” 
__ 1: Th'ybur Cloſets 4a that your corſciences: be 
e to VeFr Joh "witoels, that under Gods EXeraor- 
*Emary*Protidences, you'd :nivre thah ever in #h- 
wer thereunco. It may be you prayed twice in 'the 


Day therefore ; Why ſhould you norat ſuch a time 


"us rhis is; make ohe viſit more than ordinary to Hea- 
Yep. Gily'to-repreſene before Gud: the:Catamirirs 
of His Churth, This'beſure'of,/thar foinewhar more 
than” Hererofore/winſt now be Gone, <lfe God will 
"Took upon Himſelf as intolerably Nliphred ; and:upon 
hisChurch 4s. moſt unnaturally'neple&ed it we do 
not'now pur-co it, Be more than ever, in ſelf-exami- 

God: doth look that when he is trying of us, 
And 
E let 'me pur'fr ro your -conſciences : How are 


Your Riles/for-daily-Evamiwarion looked afeer-? Do 
: you. 


be fitted ſor his work, 
th theſe thoughts, 1 il jet 
| "vj the Lord :-and make it ny 
buſineſs this day thi ghoat to pleaſe bim.') Never to ſet 


Hut inthe enterance to think 


, ; Y / "T7" ; 
this is bis-vill,> that I'fhould 'walk with bim in My 


Imifozoufly Refotudd. & 
youtry Ybur delves by them (from day'to- day? 'Ah. © 
wretched negligbnce | Whar have: [you given your 
approbacion and /pdſſed your' promiſe, :arrd yer even 
in inch a Day as: this, ſo much. forget your -Dury /? 
God: expeRts it:off yon, chat now-you ſee hyavangrs,, 
you :thould'wawth more: jealous fear ;1zrtid icerney coins 
cumſpeRtibryrand ; holy watchfaidels; and ſef-deniat 
walk :. before rhim5/z1ſe you wilt:g&arly| incenſemhis 
indignation, when he fhall ſee that you ſlight. hisan- 


2,-80/ your Families rChriſhans; now: the, Lord'calls 
aloud xipomyowto fer your Houſes order. © Oh fee 
what: 7s @ ninfs:tm chem, and -fAriverroxtit our rhat 
whithimay/beuiprowarion. £ Three:things Fadvite- 
yoalm refercheecogour Elamilits') 010 boy baits 

I. That you ſt up the ſolemn. exareaſt of tiGatuchifong 
Withly among them : Merthinks F would not queſtion, 
barirhartimevery godly Family ther 15 X tarerofthe 
Cattrhiſm:" © Bar 'whery 'Governours do only impofe'ir 
in general apon tet Families, : ad oocafionally take 
atiaccount;' T frud bay hetle-propreſt &2nate': (amd - 
thcrofore {{beferch you ,to-1nltedt vu $80wm Standing - 
ad conſtant Exerciſe, awd xo'ckpetefiyuurChildrdh - 
and Servantas tueanatdbbine ietkly of wharxbey 
have tearr'd'in'thePrinciptes inf Beligion, x5 of any 
buſinefs of your own. ' Olrthe:ictediable benefit char - 
would fpeeditycome ofotlns; if Feoutd but perfwade.,. 
and prevaik-wirh my..Heitrers m/ſo frmalla Requeſt: as 
This: 7: 100 om 7 29 7 ogra 03 NNHUD 09 fi 0ftd 
"5, (That yon 68 oft makuiring intoTbeir ſpiritual "Bt 
Patts5 Edlloawttherctoſe, and terihem haveino quis 
er,'tiiþyowReihey::ſericufly mind and ſeeks ſpirt- 
tualorbmags Pur-rtem® wpoh ſecrer Prayer : 'Pfo- 
vide helps: for them/imll- they -are able to'-go witliout 
them '- $lewTthemoften rhe heceffity to Regenerari- 
ons and'Converſtonand themarure thereof.Pur them 
101 mide:of 'the fearful: -milery an 'unregenerare 

.' Efface 


7 69 Caſes of Conſcience 
- Eſtate, Ak them often whether cthey-are Converted 
or nor. Shew them the:danger of delaying in ſuch a 
caſe, Beloved, 'tis too ſadly evidenc,.rhat as the Or. 
dinancesare now ſome where managed, there is lit- 
tle  Converſton-work hke to be done. - Oh 3 ou-Go- 
vernours of '; Fannlies, do byr your duryi im your: fe. 
veral, places, and I doubt nor! but many Souls will 
_ cleſsbe Born to Chriſt,, even in ſuch. a:'day 
as ents. IT 1 4ll! 3181 993 14 59h 
3- Call them to an account of thei» proficiency by twery 
#hport unity, If- there be. but a Sermon 'or:a Chaprer, 
read, Jet them giye you-fome account of is. >Thug our 
Saviour, when the; -Deſciples (his Family ) were in 
privare, che way 35king' cher wherher they:did'un- 
derſtand, and profic by whartheycheard-46i publick, 
BENS 0 Moot 9 vor QUE 01 


v\ 


ef?C4 i264!  IJGH nie! i eu nt: vt MEN V9 '\ 
Coun, IX, Be: ndt diſcouraged by the. preſent:Diff: 
£x-tres of . Religion, but rather 1:jopee in the opportunity: t0 
Shrew your Love and Loyalty to your Lord. Do not think 
God hath deal hardly wich you, now your Religion 
onkyty ſomerhing, and fly: ehink of 
ip and drawing back tor preſerve: your ſafery, 
Ityou do love the. -LordJekus you:ſhould: nejoyee, 
and be exceeding ghtd. in the; opporainity: to ſhew 
i. Brethern, whatharch-yaur Religion Coſt you, his 
therro? And for ſhame ſuffernor your ſhrinking and 
withdrawingitotellthe world thar yau have nor love 
enough to Chriſt, to engage you to run any hazard 
far b1m..Þ59 you indecdlore the Lord? '; Oh then 
now xejoyce and'beexceeding glad; for» peyer had 
you ſuch an oppertunicy, in all your lives, ro' ſhew 
your love as now, for never--were-you called to ad» 
venture ſo for him, and his ſervice, as now you be. 
Now refolve,- that if Religion-will make you - Vile 
you, will be yet-more Vile ;-and ler your Zeal and 
Reſolution for God be incended.a6d heightned bythe 
Qppolition, The 
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The - Cordials follow, which ©'are 
' _..-_ - Sacrament-Cordials, | 


Moſt -dearly Beloved Brethren, 

'F'% Holy Sacrament is appointed as a Sealing 
Ordinance berween Chriſtand you, The Co- 
venants are made,,.the .texms. agreed. vo. on 

both ſidez ? God 1s willing to be yours, toall inrents 

and purpoſes £ your Sheild and exceeding grear Re- 
ward, your refuge and your Reſt, your God,and your 

Guide, While Chriſt hath ic you ſhall never. want. ; 

and what God is to him ( that he in your order) will 

be re YOu, ., .... , | pH 
You again (through Grace) are, willing ro,be his. 

His in his own way 5 and on. hisown, rexrys, 3 wil- 

ling to ſerve him ;, willing ro. faſhion, your ſelves 

afrer him : Willing to be betrothed to him, and to 
be commanded by him. ;:to.' uſe his Remedies, to 
follow his Counſels, and.to-acquieſce ;jin. him as. our 

Blefſedneſs. : Thus all are goprea? The Articles are 

drawn 3. the Covenanrs,both on Gods part and yours 

are. read written 2 1Angl here, you. are.come to put 
all paſt concroverlie, and: mutually ro ſeal and fub- 
ſcribe : Oh happy and blefſed meeting. ! Chriſti- 
ans, - do not forget your.crrand .: Remember. where 
you are, and,what you are come tor, and know that 
you are upon the. ſolemneſt tranſatign. that} ever 

paſſed berween the Creator and the. Creature; . It 15 

Gods admirable. condeſcention thathe will be ried 

to us, and enter into bonds ro ys;  to-bicks us and 

reward us; And becau{e.our Faith 1s weak; He hath: 
| _ brought 
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brought his Surery with him, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who 1s a Surery on his part, as well as onrs, to un- 
dertake for the Tullfilling of the Promiſes. "And he 
hath brought the viſible ſigns and pledges by which 
all ſhall he fixmly paſt and, ratified, before your eyes. 
Thif is the Niw Telgment in my Blood; Luke 22.'20, 
Written in my, Blyoay Rativedin: my-Bload, Oh 
Sirs, this is that which God doth here reach forth 
unto you with his own hand this day ! The New. Te- 
Fament_in Crits Blood, Chriſtizhs re'yolr Eats, 
and roize up your Faith, and'ttow Helieve and hear 
ſome of rhe 'Blefſefl! Artjbles of har Covenant that 
God Horh here Sign an Seat ty Your: I ſhall'mention 
only Nine, which F adyiſ© you tof lay next your hearts 
while you have-a day tore: '' And you (halt find the 
virtue of rheſe;Cordials ſtrong and- operagive in all 
candjrions, ** Hh 


| hr JT. That. be will fulfil to you the place of all Ryla- 
tions, 10Cofi 6.1 87 Lmwillbea Fathts toyou, and yt 
ſhall be my Sos td DinipBters,” Whit Ever Children 
ny expe from a, Father, rhar you may look for 
from me : 1 will/fiad you Meat; be nor thoughrful, I 
bnow that you _ have ned" of ' all theſe things, Wat. 26. 
1,32, © Yo!ſhail he doathed/pur of my Ward-robe, 
Mt:*6:' 78, '29,,30” And wear my-Livery : And 
when you have need of corretfon, Frultremember 
ro, do1t in mercy, and? you 'Thall find; that as a Mgr 
cbaftettths bis Son, fo tht” Lord your ' Godt chaſteneth'you, 
A 9 | | 
I will 'b: a Husband to you, and will betroth you unts me 
for ever, Hof.'2, 19. You fliall: nor” need to fear, 
your Maker'is :'T will give you'tmy choice Love : I 
will gire'you my Hheart.*? 5 = 0907 
Twill br 4 Loft and Sovetdign to you © The Lord is 
your Fudge, The Lord if y6ur Law-give * The Lord 
is your King :; Fear nor the unrighreoufncts of men, 
| [ 


hriſt, 


) un» 
d he 
vhich 
EYES. 
,'204 

Oh 
forth 
v7 


AS, 


ta 
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 Lwill judges. you 1 will defend. your Rights, 

you fu o Fang Fa ar FapS = vw ſhall 
not; be caſt ar thEir, Votes : Ler them Curſe, "will, 
Bles, : Le them Copfgyn L will Tuſtifie : Who 
ſhall accyle when. Iſhall. acquit your Tf Who, Thall 
lay any thing to, your charge, when, I do diſcharge 
you? When you come upon 'Tryal for your lite to" 
have your exernal ſtare decided, yon ſhall ſee yorr 
Friend, your. Father on the Bench : And you, ſhall 
ſurcly ſtandin yidgment, and be found arthe right” 
hand v9 aaa ſheep, and, hear rhe King Tay,! 
Come ye Beſjed,.  - tron 

I will be a Gepberd to youl, fear no evii, for I am wich; 
you, you ſhall not want, for Twill feed *you'?! Youu 
ſhall. not wanger.to be loſt, for I. will, reſtore you ; 1 
will cauſe, you to. lie down 1n_green paſtures; and. 
lead you ;hefide the Scill-waters : If my Officers be 
careleſs I will do it my ſelf : As for-you, Of my 
flock, thus faith the Lord God,l will judge berween 
Cattle and Carrle,, 1 will feed my flock, fairhthe Lord' 
God, and cauſe them ro lie down. 1 will ſetk-thar 
which is loſt, and bring. agajn that which was driven 
away, and bind up that which 15 broken, and ſtrengrh- 
en thar which is ſick, but I will deſtroy the fat and 
the ſtrong, aud will feed them with judgment. 

I will be a Phyſician to'you, _ Twill heal your backſit. 
dings, and cure all, your Diſeaſes, fear” ror, never 
did ſoul miſcarry. chat Tefr It fel in my bands, and 
would but follow my preſcription.” . 

Well, this is one of the articles that” God here 
ſcaleth to, tharhe will be to you in Fon of all 
Relations : Silence thou quarre!ling Unbelief, me- 
thinks I. hear thy Whiſpers : 'Thac this js: too good” 
to be true, that 1t were preſimrion 1n ns to*tount 
upon all this. Whar, thall they chat muſt ſay'to Cor- 
ruption, that thou art my Father, be able ro fay'to 
te incorruprible God, thou art my Fatliet' ? ' Shall 
they* 
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they,thar muſt fay to the Warni,thou , arc rtty Mother 
and my Niſter be able to fy tro the Anbek of zght, 
Ye are my fellow Servants? And.ro the King of Glo- 
ry, Thou art my Brothef, and my. Kitiſman ? ſhall 
Majeſty eſpouſe himſelf to Miſery, and the Wortns- 
mear be married co Immortality and Life ? How can 
theſe. things be ? | 
;; Nay bur O hearr of infideliry, what art thou chat 
replieſt againſt God ? 'Doſt thou, under a ſly pre- 
rence of Humility, queſtion with thy Maſter, and call 
Veracity into doubt? Ts not this his Word, his Pro- 
mite, his Covenant ? , And 1s not there his Seal ? 
Why then doſt chou doubr, O thou of lictle Faith ? 


_ ;, Arr, TI, That he will entitle you to all the Divine Per- 
ſons and Perſeftions, Gen.17.7. I will be a God unto thee; 
mark, Gods gives away himſelf, and he gives his Son to 
you, Wſa..42-6, 1 mill give thee ſor a Covenart of the peo- 
ple, This is the Churches Triumph, Iſa. 2. 6. into 
14. 4,S0n is given. And he gives his Spirit to you, John 
14. 16. He ſhall give you another Comforter. And Belie- 
vers, acknowledge the Receipt, 1 Cor. 2. 12. MW 
have received the Spirit which is of God, Thus you ſce 
all the Perſons of the God-head are made over to you, 
and ſq are allthe Pefpdinns of the God head 1 arid 

| the Covenant runs,:Gen.19, 1, Tam the Almighty 
Gad, or the All:ſufitient God,. walk before me and be vp- 
right; theſeare the terms between God and a Bclie- 
yer, | Be thou.upright before me, and I will be All. 
ſufficieur rorhee 2 The All-ſuffictency of God is tae 

Comprehenſion of all his Perfeftions. Truth with- 
out Power, or Power without Wiſdom, to both with- 
out.Goodneſs, would not be All-ſuffciency : All-ſuffict- 
ency takes in ail thar is in God ( 1f we may ſpeak of 
God moſt ſimple Effence, according ro the ſhallow 
reach of our preſent Capacity ) yea It comprehends 
infinitely more than can be fajd.or thought, Why 

now 


Tudiciouſly Reſolved, 7 


now this is the Covenant of Grace which God eſia- 
blifhes wich you this day, that he will be a God 41- 
ſafs:ient to you, 

Chriſtians rouſe up your Faith : Now appropriate 
and apply the Promiſes 3 Now believe ſtrongly, and 
ſtedfaſtly, and believing will fill you with joy un- 
ſpeakable, and full of glory, I do not wonder 1t your 
Faich be pur to it in fo high and great a Myſtery ; 
to draw nigh ro infinite Majeſty, and coniideringly 
and without hefirancy to ſay : Thogy art mine and all 
that thou ha/t, this is nu cafie thing. But thou mayit 
not dare to doubt ic. Canft thou queſtion him who 
is the Truth? Can the ſtrength of 1ſrat! he, or in 
his word deceive thee? Bur the ſoul 15 rcady to re- 
ply, Oh the things is too high, and too great for me 
to preſume to believe, and 15 ready with Peter afto- 
nied, to cry our, Depart Lord, for 7 am a finf:l Man. 
But why doth thine Hand tremble, and ti:y Hearr 
fxil thee: And thy Feer (with Peters when walking 
on the Werers) begin to fink ? What doſt thou ſtick 
a: ? Ts jt at the truth of the promiſe ? No faith the 
trembling ſoul, bur ſure ſo much can never belong to 
me fo ſinful, 1am afraid it 1s not mine. Why, what 
f4irh the promiſe ? Only be upright. Wrar though 
thou haſt an hundred Failings yer ty Heart 15 up- 
ripht ; The bent of thy Heart is mainly for Gud 
and Holineſs; thou makeft conicience of all fin, lir- 
tle as well as grear, ſecret as well as open, and doeſt 
nor deliberately-allaw thy felt im any : Thou dceft 
in che {ceirled frame of thy heart prefer the pleaſing 
of God, agd value his favour and fellowſhip above 


all worldly good, therefore thou art vprighe 53 theſe 
marks are 1nfalithle. Whar, docft thou objett rhy 
failings? Arc thou under a Covenant of Works ? Do 
on think God now flands uoon Perfection ? The 
Covenant is plain : God continueth for uprightneſs : 
and God hath wrought in rhee rhat Condon that he 


bw) 


[D} [Ce 
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requires of thee, Whar can be plainer ? Wilr thou 
ſuffer the Devil and unbelief to catch the bread our 
of thy hand, when God tells thee ir js thine ? Wilt 
-chou be againſt chy ſelf, and refuſe thine own 
- peace, when God is come to ſeal thee up to the day 
of Redemption ? This is that which the Lord here 
ſeals ro thee, That he will be God All-ſufficient to the, 
O believe, and be thankful and rejoyce jn thine own 
bleſſedneſs : Oh happy, thrice happy Souls, whom 
the Living God, thus {ignifiech apd ſealeth to, and 
a{ſigns over all his infinice PerfeRions as its.everlaſt- 
ing poſſeſſion, 


Art. It. That he will diſcharge you from all your debts, 
Hed. 8. 10, 12. This is the covenant, I will be merciful 
to thitr unright wo: ſnes, and their ſins and iniquities will [ 
remember no more, Ifa. 1. 18. Though your Sins be as 
ſcarlet, they ſhall be as white as ſnow, Belicveft thou 
chis? Come near beloved Chriſtian, .approach he- 
ijevingly, and here chou ſhalr ſee the Lord croſſing 
out all rhy Debrs, raking away the hand-writing that 
!5 againſt thee, declaring that he hath received a 
Ranſom, and it is ſatisfied, contented, and paid. 0 
happy man thar ſhall leave all thy fins behind thee; 
why this is the very thing that the faithful God doth 
here Seal unto thee. Thy Pardon is written jn his 
moſt facred blood which 1s here ſhed for the remiſſi- 
en cf fins, So chat thou mayeſt criumph with the 4- 


poſtle, Who 4s be that condemneth, it is Chriſt that died, 


Rom. 8. 34. 


Art. IV. That he will ſave you from all your Entemits, 
-nor from the Combate, bur-from the Conqueſt, The 
'ViRory ſhall be ſure, ſo far God 1s engaged. So 
the Covenant runs In its firſt diſcovery, that the 
Seed of the Woman ſhinld break the Serpents head, though 
be ſpould bruiſe bis bet, Gen. 3. 15by the ſerd . the 
Woma 
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won, underſtand not Chrift only, but a!! Belirvers, 
by che Serpent underſtand not Sata? on!y,. bur all his 
party, the ungodly perfecuting World, which' are 
his Children; and all our Tyrannous Lnfts, which are 
his brood, his Works. By his rai/ing our Het, 
enderſtand his molefling, ard wounding of us, bur 
nor morrally, By our Breaking bs Hezd, underitand 
the coral and final vitory witch we ſhall moft cer- 
ninly obrain over himand. {1s porcy ar laft Chritty- 
tans, what ſhould we fear ! Death? The Covenant 
here Scaled makes over Death as a Legacy to you, 
and behold ir brings youthe head of your conquered 
Enemy in a Charger, 1 Cor.3-22. Death is yours , O 
bleſſed and moſt grateful Preſent, Sta! The Co- 
veraant atiures you God will 5r1iſe him under your fort 
ſhytly, Rom. 16.20, The wor/d! Beof good cheer, 
Chriſt hath overcome the world, Jon 15.23. Hel, There 
15-20 Condemnation for thim that arias Civil Jiſs, Rom, 


8. rt. Sin! This indeed is tobe dreaded, but wich a 


watchſul and cantis'ss tear : Nor with a fainting diſcos- 
raging fear 


6: 13; 14» 
Chriſtiazs, here now 1s meat for your Faich, What 


do a!l rheſe holy Promiſes nothing move you ? Oc 
carry lictle favour, or reiiflh with them 2 Whar ſhall 


the Almighty God give jt to thee under his own -- 


hand, that thou arca Free-man, an thou make lite 


73) 
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: Sin (hall not. have dominion over you, ROM. - 


tle account of it ? Shall He give trnee thy Proreftion, ]. 


and rhou lay ic by as an uſcleſs Paper that fignifes 
liccle ? Oh Sirs: when your hearrs are ready to faint 
becauſe of rhe Sons of Anacb, thar be in the way 
when you ſce the black Guard gaping upon you, and 
the Kin : of Terrors leveling ac you, and a wicked 
world armed with rape againit you, and full of ma- 
lice, and che Thieves aud Conſpirators in the ho- 
ſom, watchinz their opportunity to betray all ro 


2 ] them, 
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em, yet let not this diſcourage you, Theſe were 
eno0z9h 1nd eed to make a confiderirg mans heart to 
melt and die within him, but that the Covenant of 
race yerds ſuch ample rehief againſt all, O be 
ver mindiul of che Covenant ; Remember whar 
4th pait ris day berween the Living God and your 
S5uls : Warch, O Chrifſtan, and ſtand fait. quit 
thee lne a Man. The Conqueſt is ſure: Who would 
nor t92t wits Courage, that hath aſſurance of the 
V:, | 


bs 


. V, That he will vejrited 104 in all conditizrs. He 
ok 2 a faſt Friend to you 1n every Change, and 
rarn 4!) ri ig To YOUT ood and witen you are rea- 
ay to fey vnvellevingiy, with Fazob, All theſe things 
ere a24inft me, Rum, 3.2 28. Gen. 12. 36. Ithe brings 

VOuU 1559 the W1: lerneſs, There he will ipeak CON 
© Epea! 2y unto you, #9. 2.14. Inche Fire atd the 
© Warer He will be with you, Iſa. 43. 2. He will b 

©a ſtrengr tothe poor, a flrengeh to the coats ia 1n 
Chis diftrcfs a rctuge from the Storm, and a: ſhadow 
Cfrom ts Hear, vwiiten che blaſt ofthe terrible ones is 
* 25 4 Storm againſt the W2ll, 2.25 4. 


Beloved, here the Lord is come to Scal all tt: cle 
Promiies to you : Ongo home and bleſs your {oive 
inthe fer Secu; ty of your TR * God hath pr O- 


miled, you thac whrc ever condicion You he in ly you 
ſhall have Succour, and Supp: Tfrom tim, and en- 
Joy his preſonce with vou 4 and fo fits finger in all 
vour Troutics fweerly rrning all to he beſt : Go 
away and live like believers. bc nor afraid of Sut- 
ferings, var ſkew razr you bclieve v wier God hart 
promiied. rac alfiQions ſhall nor kure cou, Tie 
Ncxre tine any rroabie comes npo2 you, Reinem - 
ber wir a Promiſe God harh paſted uno you this 


i 
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Tudxivuſly Reſolved. LE 


and event of every Tryal thac ſhall befall you, 


Art. VI, *That he will take upou him the care of 
© all your Concernments. You muſt be careful 1 
* nothing, Phil. 4.5. He carerh for you, 1 Pe.5.7. 
* Take no thought what you ſhall Eat or Drink, net- 
* ther be of doubrful mind, bur racher ſeek you che 
* Kingdom of God, and all theſe things thall be ad- 
ed to you, Lube 12.29.31. Core you tothis Koly 
Ordinance. in any diſtrets or trouble ? Methinks 
you ſhould go from it as Hannab, and your Counte- 
nance te no more ſad, God will nuinber your 
© Hairs : and will take care that nothing be loſt, Joh. 
£5.36. Lube 12.7, Hewill cake care of your Names, 
© and bring forth your Righteouſneſs as the Light. 
© Pſal. 37. 5,6. Of your ſubſiſtence, He will give 


© Meat to them thattcar him, and be ever niindful of. 
Ot your Seed, tor he. 


© his Covezanr, Pſa/. 111. $. 
will be a God untothem, and wiil enrail cke blefting 
upon them, Gen. 197.79. He commands that your 


Widows and Fatherlets Children thould te letr on> 


him. He is by Covenant to look atcer their Concerns, 


you nced nor be {olictcous. He is tender of you when . 
he {cems moſt to negiett you, as Moſes Siifter thar was. 


ſecretly watching behind the buſh and wiihly look- 


ing on, to ſee what was done to the Child, chovgh to. 
the finders it ſeemed expoſed co Famine, and Deat!z. 


1n the Flags. 


Art. VIT, That he will give you, or be himſelt 


*ro you Inticad of all Comtorts. He wiil bea Sun 
*anda Shield, and will give grace and glory, and no 


© good thing-will he wich hold from them that 


* walk uprightly, Pſa. 84. 11. Oh-! the trealfure in 
theſe words.” I am thy Shield: and exceeding great . Res 


ward 1 will undertake both for thy Prore&ion and 
Proviſion. ; . When evil aflails thee, I will be a-: 
Shield -: 


(C3) 
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78 Caſts of Conftience- 
Shield-ro thee : When any -good is wanting, I will 
be a Supply, Thou ſhalt have. Childcen, or I will 
be berrer to thee than ten Children. Thou fhalr 
have Riches, or Twill be thy Store : Thou ſhalr have 
Friends if beft forthee,or elſe I will he thy Comfor- 
cer in thy {olicirude, thy Counſellor in thy diftreis, 
My Secrets, my EF, arand my Door ſhall be ever open 
to thee, Marb 10 39+ He (hall receive an baun-red-ſold in 
thu time 3 though he have-nortthe thinvs themſelves, 
vethe ſhall have all ch&e, and more than all in me : 
I'will be Houſe,and Friend, and Father to him. all in 
one, It you ſhould have an hundred Candlcs burn- 
ing in the Room, and ſhould pur out every one, and 
open the Window aid ler in rhe Sun, tis would be 
better than tne hundred Lights thar were pur out : So 
1tcre, 120% igh thau ſhould be called ro forſake all, 
ew3lt be vur a5 rae uctiing tne Ciitern run, and open 

IQ tr.c Foumaln, 


Art. VII. Thathe will maintain you all: your 
© 621s in 1:15 ſervice. He wili be vour Gujde even 
* uric Death, Pſ:l 49. 14. Chriſtians, whileſt you 


« ave @ rd ro live, God will ſtand by you, He 
rcver leave you nor torſake you. Heb. 13. 8 

z5ovdneſs and Mercy ſhail follow you- all 
of vour lives,” Pal; 22.6, And be Lord 


T3.” 


* wil ne) ETTury away from you ro do you good, Fer. 


2. 40, O happy Covenanc thar. che Lord ſealer to 
YOu, 


Arr, IX. Toa: when you comrto Are, be will gave the 
Kingdom to you. God faich to the believer here : 
T-ize zs the ICingdom + What ever 1s promiſed in the 
Covenant, isSealedis the Sacrament, Luke (12. 32. 
It is your Þathers,- gn0d pleaſure to give you the Kingdom, 
Luke 22729. T appoint unto you a'King4om." Mark the 
PromuUes Frogaine? with a Kingdom, *Tis\ no leſs 
chan 
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Fudicionſly Reſolved. Tg 
than a Crown,a Kingdom, that' 15 here delivered unto 
you, Luve 19. 12. A cirtain Nob'e Man went into a far 
Countrey, to rective to binſelf a Kingdom and to return 3 
Tiiis is the buſineſs you zre come for hither, To re- 
ceing to you ſelves a Kingdom, and fo to return. Oh! 
mechinks you ſhould forget what ground you go up- 
oN,. as you are going home, to think what you have 
received here, Methinks you (hoald go forth as Ha- 
mx from the Eanquer, joytul and wirh a glad Hearr, 
Sirs, do you know what yon are doing ? Why the 
Lord doth by rneſe Signs give vou the Kingdom as a 
Man by the delivering unto you a Turf, cr a Key,c1ves 
poſſeſſion of an F»jſe or Lit Brethren have you 
ever read of the Kingaomof joy, of the Cronwn of Life 
of the. Robes of Righteouſnys, or rae Thrones of tie 
Glory ? Why all this God here makes over to you, 
Irell you, Stirs theſe are not big Words, nor cun- 
ningly deviſed Fables. God Almighty 1s here come 
ro certifie. you of rhe reality of his Promnes. As 
ſure as you cio ro fit on your Scars, you ſhail ſhort- 
ly fir on your Thrones, As ſure as yorr are now 
cloathed with fleſh, fo ſurely ſhall you be cioathed 
v/ith Glory, Are you ſure you arc noi on Earth ? 
So ſurely fhsll you be ſhortly 1n Heaven, The Lord 
ncendeth you bur for a very litile while 1n this low- 
er Region, you muſt dwell above ; where Chriſt ts, 
there you muſt be aiſo, As ſure as you now ſeca 
Cructhed Chriit, ſoſurely ſhail you fee a Glorified 
Chriit, The Lord Jefus doth ancicipate his Ser- 
tence licre,and ca'ls ro you, Gueit 3 Come ye Bleſſed, in- 
berit the King:lom, Take che writing, behold rhe 
Seals, here are rhe Conveyances of the Kinzdom : 
T * Donaticn 15 ſure and . ful}, unalcerable, irrevoe 
cable, 


Chriftians, do you belicve ? If you do, methinks 
you {hould be rayiſhed ; Mechtaks you ſhould be fil- - 
| led. 


80- Caſes of Conſcience 


led with joy unſpeakable and full of Glory, ! Bur do-- 


you flapger ac the Promife, through unhbeleii ? Do 
*.you lay, O1t1sroo much and too great? Why, how 
can this be ? What too great for God to make good ? 
Thou dareft nor think ſo, But icis roo greac for me 
to count upon. Why but man, doſt thou not bear 
upon thee, the. Mark of the Lord Jeſus ; whoſe Image 
and Suprrſcription is this? Doth not your very heart 
prize Chriſt above all the World ? Haſt thou nor 
made a deliberate choice of him, for thy Head and 


Husband ? - Haſt chou nor entered into a ſolemn con-: 


tratt wich him, to be his for all times and condicions, 
and love, honour and obey him, before all others to 
the death ? And dorh not thy heart ſtand to all his 


choice ? Raſt nor thou taken him wich his Yoke,. 


and with his Croſs? And doeſt not thou in thy 
praQice firſt ſeek the Ringdom of God, and the, 


Righteouſneſs riiereof ? And haſt notthon choſen the. 


way of the Kingdom ? Art not thou in love with Ho- 
liacls? And defireſt grace more than Gold ? Doeſt 
not thou preter an holy ſpiritual Life, tefore all the. 
Grandeur of the world, and pleaſure of-the fleſh ? 
And all this not only for a fic or flaſh, bur in the 
ſettle 1 frame?and diſpotition of thy heart ? Surely 
thou muſt wrong God and thy ſelt if thou. denieſt jr 
ro be thus with thee. Why theſe are the ms;ks 
of the Lord Fiſus upon thee, the ſure marks. Fear 
not, theſe cannot deceive rhee : They evidence that 
tou arc born of God, that chou art 2 Son, and ſo an 
Heir : and cherefore mayeſt lay claim to the inheri- 
tance, 

Come then, Beloved Chriſtian, be of good com- 
forc, why ſhou'deſt thou doubr ?. Thou. haſt the 
mark of the Sheep and therefore thy portion ſhall 
be at the Righe Hand, and frhy Sentence among the 
Bleſſed. Wel) then, receive this Holy Sacrament as 
the pledge of all chts, Go bome and look. over all 
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Judiciouſly Reſolved, '8r 


theſe Blefled Promiſes, and count them thine, Do 
not read them (as roo often heretofore ) as if they 
did not concern thee, Remember what God hath 
here promiſed under Hand and Seal to thee, and ler 
not all be left betnind thee, witen thou goeſt henc 


vue Jet che reme embrance. rhe fruir and ({weert ot A, 
. 
b 
| 


abide upon thes whillt thou haſt a da y tolive. Ne- 
vcr to rget what the Lord hath kere ſpoken to thy 
ſoul + Make more of the Promiſes than ever im thy 
Life before : Bicis thy feltinthem : Remember how 
the Lord delivered thee the Promiſes. : How he Sealed 
to thee ſeveral Articles, How he ſprinkled the blood 
upon the Eook of tie Covenant ; And gave itthee, 
and faid, This is the New Tiftament in my Blood : Oh 

: Ive henceforth a Life of Joy and. Faith, as a' man 
that is elevated above the world. Do not live at the 
old, dall and floathful rate carry it like a believe x, 
ard ina word, walk as one that doth indeed rake 21! 
for Truth thar he Lord hath ſpoken to thee tins dav, 

Ler that of the apoſtle bea Cloſeto all, 2 Chron.q.1. 
Having therefore theſe Promites, Dearly Beloved 
6 ler uscleanſe our feives from all hlchineſs both of 
& elk and ſptrir, perfeQting 'Hohnels in the'fear of 
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nts fame/Book 5s Printed in Large Oaw of a 
Bigger Print ſor the caſe of Ancient Ferſons : 


p Wicreut \C2Q7C annexed Dir evs ; Prefiical Caſts of Con- 
ſeien'es, Jagicicnſly Reſolved, Printed for Tho, Park- 
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Reading Mr. ' Foſ gp Allein his Book, 
ed An Allarm to the Cr.con- 
verted, 


(to look, 
Eder, who e'r thou art doſt chance | 
Bleſs God CireCted thee toſuch a Books 
Be ſerious when thou readeſt,*tisno droul, 
But that which atmeth to convert thySout: 
What mad belotted deſperadocan 
Take prej”dice againſt thishol y'man 7? 
Who did ſincerely nothing elſe deſire, 
But to prevent thy leaping in the fire:; 
And pen'd'this book out of a true endeavour 
To keep thee from that lake which burns 
for ever. 
I do beſeech you read it over ; why 
Will you be obſtinate, and chooſe to die ? 
\ . Know you what Heaven is, or can you tell 
' _ Thetormentsof thoſe damned ſexls in Hell? 
Now read & pray,opray that God will give 
A true repentance, that your ſox! may live; 
This Book needs no. Commendum, for no 
doabt, | 
_- You will commend it, if you read it out : 
What did I care ſo ſinners underſtood, 
If each word were a tear or drop of bleed. 


Books Printed for, and fold by Thomas Park + 
hurſt at the Bible and Three Crowns #7 
Cheaplide near Mercers-Chappel. 


Third Vol. of Sermons Preached by the late 
Reier-nd and Learned Tho, Manton, D. D, in 
rwo parts Fol. An hundred Sele& Sermons of 

ſeveral Texts, 50. on the Old Teſtament, and go, 
on the New Teftament ; Fol. 

Choice and Pradtical Expoſitions on 4 Sele& 
Pſalms in Folio, both.by the Reverend and learned Tr, 
4 Horton, D. D. Folio, 

61 Sermons Preached moſtly on Publick occa- 
fions, whereof 5s was formerly Preached by Adam 
Littltton, Folio. 

A Key toopen Scriprure Metaphors 1n two Vol, by 
Ben. Keach, and Tho. De Lawn in Fol. 

Catholick Theology, Fol. by Mr. Richard Baxter, 

A Paraphraſe on the New Teſtament, with notes 
doGrinal and Practical, quarto 

Church Hiſtory of Government of Biſbops and their 
Councils abreviated. 

The true Hiſtory of Council enlarged ard Defead- 
IS , ed, in quarto, | 

A full Treatiſe of Epiſcopacy ſhewing what Epilſ- 
copacy means, and what 1s the Engliſh Dioceſan trame 
- for which we dare not Swear never to endeayour 
any alreration of ir 1n our places. quarto, 

The Saints Everlaſting teſt, @r a Treatiſe of the 
blefſed Stare of the Saints in the enjoyment of God 
in glory, quarto, 

The Excellency of Unity, a Sermon preached by 
appointment of the Mineſters of the Congregation. 
al and PresbyrerianPerſwaſton'at their Happy Union 
on the Sixth day of April, 1691, By Matthiw Mead 
Paſtor of .aChurch of Chriſt at Stepney. = 
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The Englh Nonconformtty,"as under K. Chant -» 

"rhe 24." and 6; Famer 2d. \rtuly' Scared and argued,'qto, | © 
4 Treatiſe of Knowledge and Love-Compared + 
in two. parts»: ->,- + 

x. of talfly pretenred Rhowledge. * Secondly of 
true ſaving Knowledge and Love, 2. Quarto. 

Scripture Gofpel defended, and Chil and graces 
free Juſtification vindicated againſt che Litertines 
&;. Oftrao. 

Cainand Abel, malipnity, that is, Enmity to ſert- 
ous Godlinefs, rhar 1s, ro an, holy and Heavenly State 
of Life lamented &&c, Ohavo. 

_ * Againſt rhe revolt ro'a Forreign which would be 
ro England ics Perjury, Church rain, and flayery 
1newo parts,firſt the Hiſtory of means endeavoured ta 

| ihrrbduce it, and Secondly the Confutation of .all 
pretences for it, Ottavo, 

The glorious Ringdom of Chriſt deſcribed an 
clearly vindicated, ©. quarto, > 

\ National Churches, their deſcriprion, inſtitution, 
Iuſe,7, partly applyed ro Exgiazd, qua rto. | 
3} .- Church Concord Conralging rſt A disfiwalire from 

" urmcceffary Divicion and Separation and the real cons 
cord of the Moderate - Independants with Prefsby- 
terians, Inſtanced in' ten ſeemir2 Uiffcrences. Se- 
condly, The Te rms, Neceflary tor - Concord among 
all rhe Churches, and Chriſtians, the firſt pare write 1 
ten, 15 55. the. Second. part, 1667. and publiſhed + - 
this Year 1691. To Second, a lare Agreement of _- 
the London Proteſtant Nenconformiſts, and. a former 

,. Treatiſe called ( the True and only way of Church 
E-.. Coricord.) theſe three laſt chirteen by Mr, R. Baxter. 
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